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McNAMARA of Mount Pleasa nt

(By SEAM
R SM _‘_f*jj__"-j--‘-l-I_-;,'.'-..q-ti-'ije_t, f_.ér't.i"le_"d-i's'ir'idt, t'hﬁjr _"h-ad_ WlnSi‘Wlth pretty Widéresteeme'd ';McNania:ré, family a_hd al| © ONLY ONE SURVIVOR |
A' lying _just' north of. the' main- |Margins over all the grand Weést-|few others in the. locality, —~THe!| "1t is sud, indeed to relate that
Limerick-KFoyneg -road, and 'about |ern " sides and’ ‘only -met ‘théir|funeral was one of the biggest ever| of ‘thoseé " gallant - band . of  Mount

i —

wo miles from’ Askeaton, with the | match when ‘they encountered thelat that cemetery, for he died as he|. Plegsant hurlers only one, Paddy
tidal waters of the lordly Shannon |South Liberties, who won after aflived, a decent honest man, and a! O’Connell, is how alive, ~  All the
- washing 'its picturesquie shore’ -— very-stough, struggle. - |sterling Gael to his finger tips. trest have passed on, may God Be
that is Mount Pleasant. . ‘| - Whenever people of the older gen- EXTRACTS FROM AN | with them "all. Thé tén“stone Mick

It is indeed a pretty s.f.ppt';" 'with. eration speak of the great days or CAPPRECIATION. | Cénway, and the smallest man of

‘any historjcal-landmarks dotting |Mount  Pleasant- hurling, - three [ Some extracts from an apprecia-| | fhat great bunch.  dieg in 19486,
its. low lying. landscape; a sandy [names are sure to be. mentioned— | tion which appeared on the “Lime-| | He ‘died at a ripe old age. In his
and rugged:-shore, . with  a few Larry ‘McNamara, Pat Fi.t;_s.impns rick IL.eader” following  hig death,| . youth ne wag &dctive~ip the Land |
small quays here and there, quays |and "Paddy O'Connell. No one ¢an | will be read with interest: Larry} | League movement and later played
now long: deserted,  huf'spotg of |dény that those three’ great souls| Mack,” as he was .affectionately| |4 prominent part in Sinh Fein. ==
- greaf imporfance. onetime, where [were the ‘pillars and - mainstay of | called, used Foynes. Harbour ashis| | Other great hurlers from West
many boats: were berthed, and netg ithe team, "and s trio of the ‘bestjanchorage for over sixty years.| | Limerick centre« who figured pro-
- with othery tackle spread” on tne ihurlers to be found in any parish.|During that long :period he was a| minently during the Mount Pleas- |
nearby cliffs’ to dry, At ‘that - time [Pat :FitzZsimong wag the ‘most spec-{ familiar and popular figure - in| | ant’ Libersitors, supremacy were:
the ‘majority:- of: the Mount Pleas- [tacular player of the three, but'for | Foynes, and a highly . interesting| | Dan McNamara, Bill Marsnall and
ant men made their living by fish- 'skill and strength Tarry McNamara | character to those who knew him| | Bill Cussen, of Askeaton: Mike.
ing, cutting seaweed, or trading |'excelled. Paddy’ O'Coninell " took intimately, So many. stories of his Kirwan and the Sivaze brotaers
between - neighbouring - County mgore kindly to athletics, though he|boating career are recalled that a| |of Foynes; Jim Sheehy of Kil
Limerick :wvillages = and villages |was every bit as good on the hurl-| worth-while book. could ‘be written| |dimo; Paddy Horgan, of Curragh
across the water, in Clare. .= g fleld as were his ‘two above|to relate them sl His passing' re-| | Chase; Joé Sheehy, of Ratakeale:
ohese were indeed industries in imentioned aolleagués. . | moves  one.  of " ihe last- famous| | Willie Hough, Dan McEnery John
Ahetployment ! waodless 1058V, |4 FARMER AND A SEAMAN, |Mount Pleasant boatmen ons of O’Connell, Dan Kennedy, thé Beg-
unemployment: “wag. ‘almost. ln- | & Larry’ McNamara was born in|Whom some witness once remarked} |ley trio, Dore, Nash, tie Anglims
known in the.district’ thén. 'In 1860 af Mount Pleasant. The yonng-|that he ‘could. sail a boat on. a| {and McCarthys, all of Monegay. |
wore foequontly Crgaoases dances | N amily of Ave brothors 1| morning dew, " o e |, We must leave the gallant hurm
toos gpeeduently: organised, and at o O i ety vocth whe i U PROUD HURLING CAREER. |, llers of Mount Pleasanf noi. This
- two spots close to the shore open- emigrated,” Larry was afarmerand | Larry McNamara had -certainly | | distriet contrihuted its share fo
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. -air dancing and picni¢cs were "held. | $IDIST Tas well He lons owned +wa |2 proud aurline r " He skip- 1 +h, s - : 3k
Pl -4 e seaman: ag well., He long owned two [& DI 5 career:. Iie skip- |- | the ataletic arena. too, for it has
Vﬁusgg&ta t%ﬁt c%oub%%mfgﬁaﬁ fﬁﬁ- smacks, “The GYp_sy'?fg ‘and “The pered the best of the early West | |also produced someg useful * ath-
musiciang that few- parishes in | Be&” on which he worked for al- |1 oerick combinations, and on his | | letes, whose careers and feats I
Ireland have® produced, and the me-?i)t -- §i?§¥¥i’l-¥§@1‘.sh using. Gngyne_S* hﬁ,‘felrs on dhigﬂiggl,e N Ogtﬁgg;%;%% hi%pe. to narrateg on a future ocea-
Jistrict ‘is still sometimes referred |DArbour agshis anchorage. Often,re’ |hU SUPLES. Ag a llve-fo sion. N e
fo’ hs “Aount “presimes referred |00 ot o bs e best goat*m‘x?“ on  hine man he led o galaxy of stal- | | No. 83—Tommy OBrien, of
boatmen.” . ... . .. . " [the Shannon,” 'good judges say he|yart figures S the Smeo-Captain | | Herbertstowns * o
~ HURLERS. AND ATHLETES, (really deserved -the title,” -O?E:"on i e’-lsllnftﬁns" he -éi 'I§t1clPac1d.V
qualowever, it's Mount Pleasant of | Besides his great gkill as a wielder | Connell, the migaty Tom Stack,
the ‘hurlers ' and ‘ athletes™ also. |Of -tHe ‘caman and a helmsman he stocky " Padivy O ah, Trost: the |
After ‘the founding’ ‘of ‘the G.A.A, |Was also held in high' regard ag a Dundon. of Tpelorien -&.Ifld Ned .
a gallant bunch of hurlers and |handyman, it being ‘said’- of him six-foqters. Many - sous a "“--H':"'t'ai}'ll
atnletes, as good as -ever came out {that he ' could “fastéh = anything assert that Pat? piennd  critics |
of any parish, .sprang up in  the |IX0M a horse shoe £0 a house’ A one of "'{g; basT b eolpons  was |
district. A team.'was soon formed,:first-class ° exponent . with the L?glemk- produced. N8 apponents |
a far-famed ,combination which |Spade and scythe he could ‘also do ful playe poth e‘:'—*-"*a gnind: 18% u?§¢
flourished ' at the “end of the|all kinds of mason work. carpen- | (%, PIEYEr On the side was Charlic
Slgaties and .in fhe beginning of | t1y, and’ even'thatch Houses. ~ - | Culuman, a mext door ‘eig d as
‘the ‘ninetiés. Around this period [ Larry was ‘noted tqo for his two giants, Altben - Charlie savas
- they had a glorious session.” -  [deadly marksmanship with a gun. scaled . more than- twels Iem?c?eal.’ |
About a mile from Askeaton, on {Much of hig leislire wag devoted to half” stone, ‘while . Larry Wwas a |

.

the road to Foymnes, a by-way (dog and gun & natyral preference, | D21 stone, while Larry was a |
‘branches offto the right, and-just |@s that ~ stretch " of. picturesgue ffa?x%}% !.ﬁﬁwiﬁ?‘api?%%}? E"?tszesﬁn%?gt
a stone-throw onwards one teaches |countryside dlong the Shanron bed |3oth Dundon, 'Tom Stack, Charlie |
the hill marking the boundary be- |between Askeaton and Foynes has. Cullinan, * Jim  Fitzgerald ' Jim. |'
tween Askedfon parisn and Mount |#lways abouded in gamie, hoth "of Mangdn  and® Paddy . O'Connell |
‘Pleasant. Some two hundred. yardg [land and water, = 7 L Were ‘as good a “Eﬁ-ngl'o‘f"‘hﬁ*fiers
westwards a fleld is' passed where | When he retired from his career ds any parish gave to the G.A.A.
in the'early ddys of the G.A.A. the |23 & seaman, Larry took up boating | "y g finatare no records exist
caman - Wag --wielded with great [as his hobby ‘and pastime. Always ivig” the™ nakie of " the " Monnt,
skill and craft by a small ‘gather- |a brilliant oarsman, he was ‘never | leasant team, and. the ameg “in:
ng of-neighbouring men. - . |without @ cot or £ Canoe, and Was | s they fisured: Hoxgevers we
Soon a team was going in . the | for many years patron and starter |WHOR they that they beat all the
locality, and it was named the {at the Foynes regsfta. during lt-s--gf‘eaﬁ'-we*st-ﬁifihefib“k' teams ‘of their
“Lilberators,” - in " Jonour' of the |best days. - day, and were only 'conquered b
great Daniel O'Connell. - Just at |- *  '"GREAT OARSMEN. ' e Tibertics"  thon & ‘great 6o
the ‘eastern end of this fleld stands | Greaf ‘oarsmen “of ‘thig' period bination. “Thoiigh ‘the exact M%unt
- the ruins of the little church of |were ‘the Corbetty of- Askeaton, 2 |ploasant iwenty-ong is' not known
Mount Pledsant, ‘around which are |district ' that has never . Iacked iy i heen  confirmed: ""that " the
buried many .gengrations of local [hrilliant = oarsmén. -~ And  gg oo ollowing "Were " ‘Hiembers : Larry
- beople, lincluding the " wiortal“re-'honour the rugged oarsmien of .Ask< McNdmara (Captain), Pat  Fita-
maing of a few of the afore-men- eaton, who learned "their Towing: iMigiyons © (Vice PCap ain), "'Chailie
-toned hurlidg stars. Not far east |the Deel estusary, we miust 0ot I0r-|Cullinan,  Tom . Kally, Jim Fitz. |
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of “this ' church, Tunning parallel |get Jim McMahow, who :can BUll A {aivinng maks o 61y,  Jim'  Fj |
with fhe Mount’ Pleasant Askieaton Bost” as good” 83 "ever 4 Seventy TR0 Wall Jim Mankan, Net i
boundary, is a narrow. winding |three, ‘and honest. Ban Cgllins, whon. don, Rill ‘Dupdon. “John Dunden. |i
road which leads te the snug and |hag studied the ert of rowing so Mick “Conway, Tom Frost, Bill K- |
Namyaomestead of Laurence Mc- |well, gnd who was in- his~ earlier |hi o Paddy 'O'Connell: Ned Farrell |
Namara, skipper of “the ' Mount, years a prominent member of “the |7 Putinieity] “mort ""Shéeehy (goal- |f
+leasant Liberators. - °. - lAskeaton' rughy team. Beforg leav-. kegper), Jim' Sheehy, Tohn SHeehy. |
GREAT GALAXY 'OF CAMAN ling those rugged sons of the sea,. Paddy ‘Kennedy, Daddy  OBrioy

| WIELDERS. . I would like to have the name ofiBill Kirwan, Jim O'Brien ang ihe |

TS

ddy Q'Brien, |

Around the “period when this{Henry .Blackwell honoyred, Who A hernis brothers. ; ff
City boasted some sldshing sides,|rugbyplayer, and’ then the youth-. . Many of the ahove players after-

particulally Shamrocks, St Mich-| ful Roger Moran. who -8 very |wards lett thoir mativ ey after-|
ael’s ‘and. South Liberties, whilst [promising oarsman. = = % ‘i iFitzsimons ‘spent.”“some “yEars in |

best of ‘the Hastern co imbinations| L. arry McNamara § 'P_D'_.O:_ d Bt ins. JAustralin “bef Ore” reéturning “homel
were M1 1 'I‘I'_'_O',‘ie" g \nd. o Kllﬁnaﬂ nel and ’1,,{5'?-’6_-1"8“.1’]_.',&_ .-d. e 191?611 - ;8_,'11, d N 3@,.‘- "R ﬁlf* E > Vit + John "--]].."' ndon Teft - fo Fp o I
Emr nets, < Hu irling '--‘-‘S;--,-"-?-‘,'-S- - glso’ prac- | s tone. "Eor a' ma n’ of sueailiand, while Tom ”Sh_eghy Jim FRite-
.r'..‘li: Lll-: ':-_E. | ‘-.I- | I.f. ‘ Rty .13‘ . B .: { Ao - | I w i-\.-, !i t'i ]‘[ l,e' .- iIl‘ﬂ i _- I.ttl_ e ! S‘ _I I. I_'__;l__a_ 11 _. ' p.'l- '-“;D; .ph .I.iE"l* i:lt 1::]':15 ’ 1"“ ::-- - .’e ". .. b - .d. .I.:”-.I Ithe‘ . .'gil- ‘ 5_1 ilrl-(i’ l -':{“,I -:II-II : E t't;“’ ;.‘ ; I;”I;'r' :*Irlll_? -‘:. Ili l I‘l . '-. l‘ ..t )'!'I .;..i -iir .!:illl 1“:‘1- .l

Western' drea . of.the-county, other| strength and 'courage of a lion, He Bill "“Enright and Tom' 'Kelly: - all {

i

noted ~ teams besidés the “Liber-|could work & s g00d" as ever, ule & went to America:  Thea. “Liberators™|
glors iacliding Foynes' Shannon | gun, row a boat and'ride a bicyclelnad ne - officials. The Captaip “arid{,
Sweepers {later-known "as Foynes| until he was eighty Vears of -age;|Vice-Captain’ just’ looked efter the|'

Father Murphy's),”"Monegay ‘Wil-| truly wondérful. acfions for a.jnan affalrg of the team. Mount Pleasint .

ls véars. In private life, he was|often ‘played two matches. the Sanie |

liand ° O'Brien’s, ' Faugh-a-Ballagh| of b

(Kildimo) -and . Rathkeale Willilam|a 'quiet, interesting chiractér.day andif -there’wag o thivd “theyi:
“phrabams. - Hurling . teams ‘alsaldeeply. religious, and THeld in’ high|would-bs the Arst on:thefeld -On«aiy

flourished then in “Storehall ' ‘Ask:|esteém. hy ail sradey ‘of .sociely, few "otcasions: they .- ‘apnexed twg |t
~eaton,  Shanagolden: and Currggh{ from' the roadworker to the~doctor|victories the: same da%a;%'j?f-:';'-: PRI S
Chase. oo oo 7o S%-fand biggest merchant. . |- Vice-captain Pat B zsimons;’ was|.
Aamongst | this | great . galaxy - of| * Just ten years ago his health be-|immetigely “popular;. and . was. for|;
Western ““caman * wielders” “ the ['zan to fail, ang an the 1st Qctober, many‘yedrs a member:of the Rath- |’
Mount "Pleasant’ men’ proved their | 1944, this “great hurler ‘and boat-|keale Board of Guardians and later|

T

‘worth in no' uncertain fashion. In-{ man passed away at hig old home|of the - Limerick: County Coungil.] -

deed. it was said at the time that|in'Mount. Eleasant, at fhe ripe old 1 He composed two songs in ‘praise

pad they trained sufficiently therelage of eighty-four His moria] re-|of the team. It was no bother to]

Is' no doubt “that ‘they  would [mains were’ laid to rest within the; Rat to .drive & ball from gosl tof

noye Jpade @ strong bid for theriins of Mount -Pleasant church, |goal, a feat he performed ‘on
highest hurling honours, Durinig| right before the altar, "a prﬁrilg;gé--.;ma.'ﬁy--gcﬂa‘ssionﬁ;; o e
their brief buyt:colourful existence, |.enjoyed .only - by the  highly, :Oftentimes ' both Ned Dundon
e e AR ST ——— —— |and Tom Stack drove balls ‘at dis-

| | tances’ ‘ranging from nihety to @
hondred ‘and’ tyenty vards, and we
must not forget 'that the ball used|
in - those days ‘wah much heavier}
than the. one 'in iuse now. Tradition
has it that Ned Dundon had a shot]
‘with. the force 'of 'a canron, and
that whenever he" tdok "a drive at
goal the "ball  just could ~ pot ~bej
stopped. - T o T we PHRCRE
Charlie Cullinan was also'a mem-
ber of Rathkedle Board of Guard-
lans for a fairly long spell, as was
{ Mike Ranahan, Ballysteen 3 very
staunch supporter of thé G.AA.,
which he introduZed -to hig parish:
Mike was one of ‘the very first
| bigneers of the G.,A.A. in " County
Limerick to answer the. clarion ‘call
t of Michael Cusack. He -died just
two yedrs ago gt the advanced age| -;

{ of ninety-four,




