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There vwere- Relo 38 champmnelups——-:

tion” balle
~ other in. s1ngles, deubles; and. the’
long extinet . but. then very-popular
“matches of e:x——three aside; |

-bleem of - yeuth

- And the fact ‘that,
‘T'om pleyed his T

_.t001{
S _.'beatlng---- .I

The

- Murphy,

- Sergt, .
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HEN the greet handball revive.l,
1925 many-
of the grand. pla,yerer ‘ofot] -:f“'er days—
Stevie:

swept Limerick: Jn
men like “Johnny “Bowles;
Gleeeen, Jack: Ryan Edd:e Beurke,
returned to
the arena - in. erder to  give -the
“vyoung bleod” beth enceuragement-

a,nd mstruetmn in ene ef the great—"_

te sting tli:ne end the- ballceurts were

Nationgl fight' for" “independence,
and the unrertunate eivil. split that

~ followed, diverting interest frem the
playing ﬂelds and. alleye _
. Growing up in"Bruff+in the rmddle i

'teens of the present century was
a very promis ing - youth; . by name,

Tom. Meaney,” who preﬁted by thei

expert tuition - of worth, “while
players :like the late .Jim OGledy,
Dinny. Telten end Michael, O’Brien,
and wags s0on able to-give a useful
few garnes te such. expert local ball-

.players . ag "Jipd" Oarrell and Denis

Conway, who. weére :then very much

to-the fore in Bruff handball circles.

THE BRUI‘F BALLGOURT‘

The Bruff eeurt was ever eeventy
feet . long" and it*was the youthful

-----

a%nmtien ‘of the Yyoung: set!” coming -
- a

orig. to be. able‘to: “eend itrin from:
the dead line,” with . ‘the reésult that
many “of - them aequlred - really
streng strolke, -

As? menheed eppreaehed theee

‘lads had. no means of displaying

their prowess as any.kind of or-

.ganlsedugemee greduelly bece.me
ifficult, “as’ resist- .

more.and, mere
ance te ‘the" Br{;itzeh oeeupatlen ef
fetied’ evérywhere,.

the GAA d1d not. really.  interest
-_.themselvee in, the' developgpent of
"handball’ ‘L’lntll semetlme aroungd . 1924

—and “ag far ‘as. Bruff were - con-’

Theéy

“‘";-:‘;'i“fe,d enly emerged frern a

_deeelted “far ‘many. years — the

|

cerned, " nelther had - they " ‘“regula-:
They Just: played éach

used balls running..in. price from,?é

two pence-to the luxury

at' &' shilling and: weré: also.offen. {
glad, of a sphere made of: old stock- |

~ing . thread Wgund;_-.; waround a cork.
- or—if theyivcotld, € @alt—r-the heert
.'j of a go‘lf eilll.’* 2 b

HIS }mART ni :é}r n;tem

Tom

own - in L1mer1qk f’jd ’man‘y ‘might

‘say -that; his- greate st days- - wWere:
~over—or
~ing. But 'I‘q

~at. lea.et re,p1dly paese

of the- grand yeers When' z

and “th e- L 21
siasm - that . g0es:: Wlth
at  every ebstecle,& yet

" ther" years . th:a.t’* apirit..and &
genuine love gf the~~-;g" e ean:
make light. Of ma‘ny* diea,b*illtlee.e

i aft f@rt,y *‘fﬁurl

game  for - L1merick
rlght plaee ‘andit Limerleki.,_

handbali®

from:" anen:iofy fhe ;ca.libl:’

......

i o ﬂ :

1}

Vls;lters
- Willie . Hannon and Tom. Meaney-'?

beat Ge,rde Sgt. - Ry:a.n -and Dinny
The.,, “Yhos shall i
Garda Sergt Rye.n and “Arthur

'Lyeaght gammg the verdlet over

Jim Ce,rr*ell ‘and.” Denis - Cenway,'-

but Bruff<successfiilly objected: "fo |
Ryan playing twice and"

were awarded the -title,

An eutstanzdmg game . in

in “7which the; victors  were
OSulhve,n ‘and John God-

Buginess -redsons brought 'Tom

“Half-golid”

“had tiitfferent ideas. -
He had . undeubtedly Toatly my-ﬁyfﬁ
the.

he - waﬁ 0.
prove. for as.long. as: en;teen fur-;-'-__;

es-t’ ‘inter-qe unty”,
‘Is:evidence®
| aneugh the,t 'I‘eme heart wasin:
‘the

Meaney Wasg twenty—-e1ght-
- when - handball’ @.get beek o ity

caf well ba! preud “of
the devetlen ‘and: servlee i ~get;;?
o D Of thi&?‘&:

R Br ui.f }st’aIWa' ﬂ Lot »t_, -' b kA

. an-
.earhen roung- of - ‘that ehe.mpmn—
ship was ’played at Ballingarry,
and

_ HDOI.H
frey (now iRev..-J, Godfrey, C.C.)
over. Connors and Kelly-Andrews,

 the gﬁld

"WINNING. -

- Jack - Trlmbv

to residerinthe city during1926 and.
1927%: Hé ‘joined, the famoug Lime-
rick! elub wWag - appmnted a “mem-
ber of" the eemmlttee and -annexed
.,-'-';edel dAnia famousg club
tournement lumng hlg city: mems-
bership he: played -with or - against

-.inest ef’ the gre&lh c:[ty men: of that
o time;d
'Bewleﬁ, ene :0f »¢he- grenteet -ball-
- players::
- Jacky” Ryan Jlmmy Kmby e.nd a

meludmg the ' late Johnny

Ireld.nd reared

'BVG—I"

Jhost ot Gthere
OF GO‘LD ME.DAL.

His: Wmning :0f the club . gold

Ryan, on. Thuteday he ‘beat . Tomy
Ryan, on. FI'Id&Y he lined: eut for
a walk-over: from the ‘late- Jim. Mc-
Carthy; Se,turde,y afterneen Jae -
was baek in togs again, and beat
An+ the final to annex
the coveted: trephy, _.../And then, to
crown,. it all he was ‘‘out”. egam
on the follewmg day*—-Sunday—-fre—
presenting the city club in. the
county junior - hardball = singles
championship and gdined the ver-

ou [ R & N dedee TTTL YT L T o TTan

e et wm ambn g

I

medal” wag. a. feat An' itself. One
- week: in J’une “he etarted on &
Tues:day, , bealtln Tommy

Hannon in & tournament engage~.

lariders. And Tom neéver. lost a
galne in that whole serles of en-

gagements.
A week later Tom played Willie

ment and . was leading 19-14 with
his hand inwhen he argueg with:

*score.
hand out and scarcely got an ace; [iuli
for the remainder of the .rubber.}!
But he. learned the ‘Jesson - of con-!

levelled up Wheni"—-’

‘Mick, Quaide-gnd” Danny Kelly

the marker t:oncernmg a disputed:
On resuming he tossed his

centrating on the play.

His o&nly other defeat in any

other singles' ¢ampdtition: ‘was bvi
Danny KXelly
l?.lter rocund of::the 1926 ehé.n:lpacann.-i
snip.

of Ballingarry in a

INTER- COU\TTY SERIES,
In the mter-ceunty series of 1926,

the representation " of leeriel{
went to.iBruffis -agt county ch-a._r'-n_'-_
pions, end as® Tom® had . by -this

*re,nsferreld tosthe: city  the playere
cand

Denis C’enwey, who: lost. to. Step~

nominated, were ‘Jimi Carroll .

hen -Ryan and J. K1llackey of |

Tipperary, the rubber being decided

On the same occasion
partnereg by

at Bruff.
Tom Meaney,

brothers Tlpperery by
games to. ml

In the 1926 County . Doubles
‘Championship Tom Meaney and
Johnny, MeCe.rthv ‘were beaten by

Rallin garryis ‘thes Becond ~ time that
season: the Weet leerlek club de-
prived:.- him of
laurels.

The fellewmg year ‘his first b1g'
enge,ge".}"-*-“":nt wag ‘against. Johnny
McCarthy and it was arranged as
a. two-dax, .rubber. "Tom - + cycled

- from Manmter the first” evening to

Lkeep

inn Limerick fer Lhe second leg,

and won 21-6; 216

has the
not bee,ten Jbv anybody
singles or doubles thet yvear. How-

everg no title came his way, as bad
weather and

ganisation leff ™ the " hard ~ ball

ehemplensmps of that season un- '

finished.
EXHIBITION GAME. :
Tom’s only game in 1928 was an
eXhlbltIOI}_ one at the Riitland St.
Court. Partnered by Eddie Bourke

,r ‘he. came through v1cter10us over
I Jacky: Ryan -and - George

M-

_Sweenev ‘after . a grea,t ‘rubber.

'leerlek celeure and ‘had

of the Munster Championghips.’
The Bruff Club was re- -organ-

‘titles . the .- Bruff - share being
Minor doubles‘"'Jumor hardball
'thgIE}S and deubles “T'om “atcoun-
ted - for the ‘Junior singles and
figlired” in- the doubles, victory —

ﬁ—'-l—.-

‘his' Jpe.rtner in  this bemg Dee
Hanrion., - .

 The. follewmg yee,r he had one
-of - the - stiffest < games of his

ee.reere—-e, Jumor -hardball. smelee

‘the

late Jim Cenners beat the Wade
feur-
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teveured ‘them “in " its. elos-:
mg stagee they Weuld heve won .
iR stralght ‘gaineg, “Ag it “was, Kil-
“kenny puiled out by three. games
to. two. and,’ went ‘on- to win, All-,
J;reﬂ.and honents: “ANG' on this’ high
,,,,,, note : ‘the: gre, d eld Veteran of
:-lfe-«;::_;;'l}:feur ,:;_.l_‘,eras:“ bld geed-bye ‘to
weﬁ“aiﬁlpiﬁnsh;{w,_Hﬂn@lbell o

‘not by y“ 'n?’ene“‘"'sevemz@?_"““ .con-’
lnectwn Wlth the sgane: and only
this: year:: ‘hewas ‘agl ‘prominent
a8 ever- e,t Ceunty Beerd “meet-:
1ngs and . ‘gained 'a -new lnterest
in: events when  the’ Bruff Club’
re-affiliated . and.  his. .son; . Mmhael

- went on to win the - Seuth Lime--

rick hard ball singles, -and
. quahf to play -Ballingarry in-
“the eunty seml-ﬁnal Tom, it

f. rof- ecycling in his tlme often over
- 0of.

ch:a,mpl onshl D |

211—8 He - next.-

"beat Peter Long‘ at. Ballyneetv and
proud boast that he.was exceptions, ther hard ball

in either °

subsequent  disor-

In’ 1930  he .again “donned . the
as part-
‘ner g .Kilfinane Jaan, J. Ryan, but
‘lost to Tipperary in the first round .

ieed in 1933 and three years later
shared equally with Hospital - the .
honour of capturing all the county

|tour of Munster in- 191?7
1the full seven ames, ﬁnal one-
hig " eppeintment, and Johnny 1onts k B he

led him 2120, 21- 20 12-21. He was i

tussle with” *I‘emmy Downes of
Hogpitdl. Tom ‘won three . games
to nil, but. the score in the last

‘game- was’ 21-20 ‘and he had four
“hands
8,08,

before gettlng the final
"He ‘theén beat J imm Daly of
-. Ballinga.rry, ~ then - representing
Broadford, . and, ‘in the - County
final, Paddy Barry ‘of the . City
Club, Incldentally,

‘old- ‘Rutland Street court

felmyr days,
OINED THEE HOSPITAL GLUB

" 'I‘he Bruff ~Club’ “dissolved

.was . appointed - Vlee-Chmrman ‘of

the : County ‘Board, “in “which posi-
to the ga.me
Downes,
,'Melenev, leet their doubles titie to
~Ballihga,

5‘_:110w back:.with' his nsative. parish.

number.- of

lSenier ‘Hardball

‘made. anotheéer

partnered by Mlchael'

| rry, .who  were represented |
by “Bunny” Kelly and Jim Daly, |

| that - was _the
last occasion "he saw: the famcgus |
he

sceng of° euch heetlc fare in -its {

- in |
1938, “an'd - Tom: Joined: ‘Hospital,

|- where - they ‘had’ “many = ‘useful
‘players at that “time = Temmy.-
'Downes Jim - -Q’Toole, . - Paddy"
- Dan O’Sullwan - and
‘Mat: Mltchell—te ‘name . -but ‘the
more promment enee Meeneyl-
-and: Downee won ° the - -doubles
|title . for' ~Hospital " _that season.
“Tom .did ‘not. play in. 1939 but

‘tion" he rendered valu&hle eerv:tee_,

~. ‘Seventeen: clubs -affiliated: to- the |
fCountv Beard 1n 1940,” the' highest’
eeunty - Senior, |
Junior ‘and Inltermedlete Champ-
1ensh1pe ‘were - organised. and - Tom |
epecteeuler come-.
baek, -and with: Downes - won. . the
Deubles Chemp—- i

|Ieneh1p for: (Hosp ital.”
CIn pa.eemg T might mentmn the,t
l'J[‘enc:n, hag “a’  great: ‘opinion "~ of -

Downess werth .88 g bellplayer-.

‘and. helds thHat ‘he was’ -mostun-

-luekv not .to - have: “WOon All-Iz éland

Countv Beard in 1941
that & ‘taemorgble yeer ' -
out-with Dewnee in the" All-Ireland
;:eerfee ‘and -scoring a: great victory
over .a’ fancied. Tlppererv side. by
-fthree ' ‘games
[memorghle ..

‘dame in:the next reund when, with
---‘Dewnes, he' fe.eed 4an. eéx-senior All-

b

‘AR,

Jhonours.. Xe ratés him  far e,head _
of “Billy
MeMahon of Tlpperary and. others
’_ whe -slcceeded “in: dmng_se

AEPOINT

“Walsh' of. ‘Cork, “Ginger”

D CHATRMA? ----of; |
Chelrman ef

Appomted '

lining

“to -oné.. . Th
ge,me of h1s ‘career

Ireland -ehgmpion:  Denny - Breh-
pe.rtnere’“ by McGrath -8t his
Wi ’ﬂcfeurt Ta:lbets Inch, K1Ikenny
Th'el Limeriek Jads’. lest thie ' first’
game 21:18; and mainte.ln that had’

the
Tem me,de ,

e mest .-

mlght be: mentioned, - wag always
a' -keen - follower of - hurlln-g*f and
Michael .is now a useful exponent.
of the code and plays with the
Bruff Emmets; - o
CH2W HE TRAINED. |
Oncé askéd how - he trained, |
Tom said that he kept fit by;:
‘playing  handball at very oppor-
tumty’ and he . felt. this was the
best - training for ‘the game. In
.addition, his work as .a church
'jdecore,ter kept him buey ¢climb-
ing ‘ladders whilst he did plenty

‘a” hundred miles in a day, be-|
'sides’ indulging in many lon g
walks, |

“The best handbell geme he ever
eaw, he holds, was ‘the match be-
tween 'J. J. Bowles and Stevie' Glee_.
son against’ Tom Soye and T. J.!
O’'Reilly during the letters great
- It went

going to the Dublin man, 21-17. ;

Asked his opinion of preeent—dey‘.
‘players Tom thinks the soft  ball’
imen as good .as those of. thirty
{years ago, but holds that with a few
players
inferior to ‘the lads of the

are
“Of eeuree,” i

‘twenties and ‘thinties.

The adds, “the difference is that in
ithe old days the cracker was the ;
ipopular game, - whereas - now)

the soft ball is favoured most.” |

Tom tells. how he cycled from'
|Charlev1lle in 1927 to Limerick to
play Jack Brennan but got s walk_
over after his journey. He also re-

'fgulerly cycled to Ballyneety, Kil-

finaneé, Rathkeale, * Ballingarry,
ete., just t6 ‘play an erdlnary game

- or to see a -matceh,

A LITTLE. STORY i
I will cqnclude with a little story
he tells:. played in what was
possibly’ the only harg ball cham-
pbionship ever decided :in' -Bally-"
neety, against the ga,ble of
Keane'g pubhchouse v. Peater Long.
The left ‘side wall’ was only a
ditch. Peter tossed fhe firsk ba.ll
which I sent . far down the Lime-
rick road. It passed close between :
the heads of some old gentlemen
who were sitting on the suiei
wall)’ ones gentleman’s pine being!
serdt, flving - from his mouth. While'
- the ball was belng recovered there
was an snimated discussion as to
whfg such a dane‘ereue rmselle was
uqe »s _

L



