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GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

" No. 154--Ml f‘iK MUR“HY of Young Irelands

(By Seamus O’Ceallalgh)

1ICK MURPHY the
Limerick- goalkkeeper of nearly

two score years ago, and one ofi

the best known hurlers in Irelahd’
in his time, is no more. Last week,
ne was involved in a fatal motor
accident near Gsalway, and  the
hero of many a great game sleeps
his last sleep in Sligo, hls adopted
horne,

News of“ the tragic’ death of

CMick T Murphy. came as a profound

shock. to his legion of friends in

'-‘_leeuck who remember him as,
oner ofithe most colourful of mem-
bers. of -a “gréat team, and dssoc-
iate wzth h1s hame  many mem-
ories of magmﬁcent era. in the

story of- the game by the Shannonm_

side.
From hl% bﬁ)yhmd Mlc:k revelled
in the huxlmg "game. His en-
thusissm. . for ‘it “was manifest in
‘his very early assomatwn with the
old St. Patrick’s. club, of ‘which
he was both a useful and a very .
~ardent member. - ~.
- THE. LATE JOHN OOLLOPY
In recalling'that grand sporting
| combmatwn,_one ‘of ‘the best of
its day in jumieor-ranks;-
be 1mpossible to omit mentmn of
~the late John Collopy, who might
be termed the very ilfe and. soul.

of the St. Patrlcks of those care-—-

free days.
- John, an employee of Glynns
-.‘memlly spent almost his ‘entire
earnings in - furthermg the inter-
~ests of St ‘Patricks.  Unmarried,
he wagi nevertheless father to one
of the: rIa:rgest familiés.- in ‘Lime-
rick. 'The’ young lads he gathered
about Him, in..St. Patricks were
something closer than even:
if that were possible. {
him  with an intense love, "andT
when one got into any kind of;
trouble or difficulties, he immed-
~ iately made for him,
he had a friend, Wﬂlmg to I'}.Sk
anythmg for his beloved boys
The rivalry between: St. Pat—
~ricks .
pronounced during those . years.
The Claughaun lads were at the
peak of t;helr hurling power and
influence, “pbut ” “Saints;”-

gave them a' ‘closer “eall in
phy Cup and like competitions
than the senior teams of . the
county were able to offer. For
2 time both traived “together, but

eventually 'a break had to be

made, and “Saints” secured a pitch
of their {)wn-—agam ‘provided by
John Coll()py,

otuttside venues for theu* various
engagements.

DIED FIGHTING FOR
_ . IREILAND -

- Lﬁ{e many another pure- souled
Gael, John Collopy had a ' great
love for ‘Hi$' native. land—a love
e inculated-in .the lads’ under ' his |
. care.

fight for national mdependence, he
died  fighting for Ireland, in  the
assualt on Newcastle RI C. Bar-
racks, -and .it was the. melanchony
duty “of “a - group
~$t. Patricks boys to carry away
his Dbody and secretly bury it,

lest it -should fall “into- the- hands--

- ofithe ‘British,i to’ ‘gloat woyér the
passing “of a’ bravé soldier  of

freedom. Thra group..around that
shallow, lonély' erave,. their task
.completed with lovmg hands, had

~guickly - away, . but. few
motirners  left with heavier hearts,
‘to  carry: :through life’s " journey,
be it long or. short, the beauhful'
?emnry of: .}ohn Collapys acquam-‘
ance:

and Claughaun was very

although:
- only - rated a:, Jummﬁ ‘club,’. often
-Mur-

Always- in the thick of the

‘of ‘his” beloved -

it would. Br1t1<;h

St‘}ns,;--
They : IQ*._:.:_ .

confident |

as was the. where:
withal for “many “an excursion to|

|
|

' Tans were -very aective, and in aj

1

e,

1 and

MECK - Murphy Was one of. that

_devaute ‘band that comprised: the

St PatTICku of those stirring days,

and. he had . as team mates, an-

others great rhurier wof 811 -Ireldand |
star: forward, . Bob. McKon= |
- key,.=nd Con:. Bmwner, ‘who “took’]

-sueh. & promment part-in~the .ad-~

minigtrative iaffairs of- the Lime-}

rick GAA in-lgter years.®
| - FXCEYING: GAMEB%
Desmm the: restricted” opportun-:
11:163 of . the  times,;  St. Pdtricks
figured ‘to ﬁdvantage in many ex-
citing games;’ and . were «considered '
very ‘unlucky to..go: down before
‘Pallas -in a-vital. Junier Champion-

] shlp tie.

| that

- Buat- they had
proud thorles,

many and underneath it the Wt}i"ds~4--“The
~and none wore Limerick goalie. gets stagnation.”
fa,n:*ous the old colours with such distmct-[

But it. was not always so with |

jion as did the subJect of this Mick, and on many occasions he

sketech.
That the natwnal
_uppermost in the ranks was pre-
sonified too, in Mieck Murphy, for
he was &gg19551V81j Irish in his
cutlook,
“ctu""ll_y dmplayed more courage
than good sense, /as many of the
'more timid would assert, in his
dealings with the armed iorces of
'i:he British Crown.
On one ‘suchn .day,
were pleying o hurling matech in
Thomondgate and a -number of
police turned up there ‘on some
unknown missioh. Anyway, their
presence - was - resented. hy..
teams  and in the. dispute _th‘at -fol-
lowed Mick ¢ ﬂattenee’i »half a

spirit was

and on a few occasions L AAICH
Tsimerick:

County

: ories
“ Salnts -

played one of tie leading barts on
the team, often :t&nmng‘ bet ween
Limerick ang d-’*fe:,t by the sheer
crilliance’. ¢t . his = work between
the postis. ‘
Mick, won twe ;ai;—:]..i*eiarz;qs
and. it is certain thav
i transfer fro-n the!
et  least one . further
title would be pumbered in  the
that now stand 1o the credit
of Q‘Tﬁﬂ*‘lﬂﬂ"‘ide -'
Wich  Young

Wi ‘f. ‘1

but - for

CIE" 3%5] ;1@ also

"

_ghone in. T ANY grea‘t engagements,

“the
Irelond.

dozen of them with his hurley, an .

action that would have meant cer-
tain death to hlm,_ if repeated

- twelve months later.
That the .intensification’ of thef‘way back in 1927—a -decider that

'the_

ﬁght mattered Jittle in  his atti- |

| tude . to ‘the army of occupatmn“"ho‘h‘ﬂflum who had the good *0“
Was ﬂlustrated by an incident in | tune to witness if, »

whmh he was imbplicatéd. st Cork, | -

Sunday, 8th August, 1920, When
“terrorism was at
height,

THE RATLWAYS IIAI)
CEASED TO FUNCTION

-

due to the. patriotic and

ployees, who refused to carry
. members of the British armed
: forces. . Limerick’ were fixed to

play Tlpperary, at Cork, and the
team travelled by cha.r-a-banc
It was the memorable week-end
.that "a liner carrying the great
Archbisho;p Mannix'-was held up

1 i mid-ocean, and the whole forece |

of the Br1t1sh Navy eémployed to
prevent HIS Grace of Melbourne
landing in Ireland for a visit to
hlS aged miother, near Rath: Luire.

‘The :Litnérick team and officials

Wore the: colours of the Archbis-
thop; but they were mtercepted at
Rath Luiré, where the military re-
moved the colours by force. And

they were sO0 busy doing this that

mie- Humphrles

The mlhtary authomtws banned |
the game in. Cork, and whilst the |

Munster Council sent a decoy )
crowd with dozens of Jjarveys to
the  Athletic Grounds, where the

Tans stood guard, Willie Walsh.

of Waterford whlatled the teams

_mto action hefore a fine crowd at!l
Riverstown, where L1mer1ck won,

57_1:0 3-3.

HOTEL IN CIDEN T

Back in Cork that night the

street running by the sxde of the

Victoria Hotel were causing con-
siderable ; annoyance 1o passers-by. |
Murphy |

It was then “that -\’IICk

.Openéd: a. bedreom window and

dropped to the street below the:;

jug filled with water then to be
found in every hotel bedroom.
There was constefnaticn for g

moment,. before the Brlt:lSh Forces |

reced 1nt0 the hotel’ and marched |

out all the occupants, many bemgl
-roughly treated.. But Mick was)|

howhere to be found.
When “Mick = Murphy
-M(‘IC{)nkev were picked

" Bob
the

r‘l‘l’lb
Oon

County team, they foung it neces-|

Tt WAaS
with their

sary to join a senior clib.
& big wrench parting

‘beloved St. P‘att': R's, blit they had|

the satisfaction of pla,ying & pig
part in brmwmg’ their new -elub,

.Younw‘ lrelands, to the forpflontm'

50 vrzuch S0 that the lads in blue
gold gualified . for: the 1917}
ICount}r senior hurling final, 1‘113&'
to be beaten ‘rather sensatwnafw
byﬁ;1 a - little f:.mexed Newcastle Weﬂt
side. .

CEHE ALL-IRELAN) OROWN
Bu,j; a mxmber of the. Joung. Irf‘-
Tand lads - head- the “GTent  SAtistar.

tion of later fifvurlnﬂ- on- the New-—-

The railways had ceased to funec-|
} tlon

plucky action of the railway em- |

ces were forcetul and  carrying!|
Cits | wonderful relief io a hard nrmaerl
defence,  Full of courage, it w
| heaven ﬂeI; - the forwaryg . Lh&w
='f"h"l,1?‘f“d in on him with ugly in-
fent: Tnotigh to say,  hs  was|
{larelv the vigtim of o gecond
. charze. - . o
CMiek slwadvse retained  a  great
love for his first club, St Pat-

| Patrick’s be left oat of any.. such

they failed .to- ind- two revolvers | & dear

carried by Mick: Murphy and Jim- | heartfelt

- rick’s

‘Markets Field. The Young Ireland
President, Jimms Fitzgerald, com-

ried his point. “We came to Young|
1 Ireland

rick?s

i

scastle “West selectmn that recap-'

turedy the Alllireland Crown,  after

s lapse of twenty-one years: And

Mick and Bob ‘shareg in that great
victory-—so esasily gained, however,
a2 Dublin  daily - afterwards
published a cartoon depicting Mick
Murphy standing against. his- goal-~
posts, hands in his ~coat pockets,

and besides County  Championship
medsalg he won numerous Tourna-
ment trophies, some gained gzainst |
the, greatest dub teams men m3

. ‘%’ULMORABLE DE{‘IDIJJR |
‘He was Munster goaikeeper in|
first, and greatest, of thel
. finals Dlif\f@d for the Railwav Cup— |

will  nover be. forgottea by ot

A Grea* nat mnc’ier, 1’11-.}1 cleﬂarf‘zn-,

I remember the occasion of
a Young Ireland Club meeting,
helq under the old stand ' in the

plained that- a number of clubs
were “up agamst” Young Ireland.
Mick - Murphy nsisted that @ St
reference, ang very foreibly car-
and made @& team . of it
and nobody. will run down St. Pat-
in my .presence,” he . de-
clr—!red |
In common with ma,zw Youn
Irelamd men, Fmourn the loss ef
fwend and Jom with his
of admirers in tendering:
sympathy to Mick
Murphiy’'s relatives in their hour
of great sorrcw. Sua,meas 51011*&1
d"' 9nam’ .

hosts -




