“the

‘was modelled upon that of the an-

since::
-produeed men,;

Tecoghiged sectiong of pure ath-

recalled  and without
envy and who possessed and vin-
dicated that catholicity of taste|d

“attribute - of the true exponent of
- Ceitie vigour and agility.

movement — the
native: e,thletle:tsm ~— our men led
the world. in almost every branch|
of - perspnal ‘accomplishments, and
undeniably at least in all round
~contests’ and field events, It were,

hdtints, had ‘heard the call and, re-
.embodled, lresponded to the sum-
-mo'ns

'- _j;_'.a.thletes The spirit of contest was
“domingnt, and its enthusiasm con-
: eeived: the bold idea of meeting the
_;_,;-j'ehtammone ef ﬁhe Umted States

','}?‘"5alree.djf' Wr’iﬁ; ';"ten in thls series. ‘

;'-if;,that venture e,nd figu
‘a
. event in the Land of the Stars and!
= Stripes.
“iin our earlleet records with many
izef the best performances of .the
~epoch. Their feats have found a
i-lasting place:iin the chronicles’ of
FTrish athletids,
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AN some: of the old popular Irieh —

- ‘sports emeeﬁ.hj{fng“e; ag they -did ih the
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E in this country h&ve the

A

the world’s greatest exponente with
welghte. And ° that weight
throwing ig predominamtly an
Irish event is exemplified by the
records of the past seventy years,
Then, just s quick run through the
list of national champions reveals
the undisputed fact that Limerick-
men have played a :remarkable
part in the setting,K and mainten-
ance of world rénown.

Mention of such famed ﬁgures
as Dr. 'J. C Daly of Dremm,
Larry Roche from the same dis-
trict; Ned and Jack O'Grady of
Cahereonhsh Pat Ryan of Pallas ;

John J. __Flanag‘an of Iﬁlmalloek |
Denis 'j?:.‘,;t'ey of Kﬂﬁnene Willie
Real of: Pa,llas B, J. Tree,ey_ of
Oola; M._: Heelanl, Con Ryan and

Mick O'Brien bring to memory
some of the greatest e,thletee the
world has known.

" The Gaelic Athletic - Association
was primarily founded to promote
athletics proper — as a  revolt
against a  narrow cligue which,
while exeludmg the people, pro
fessed to represent the nation.

| PROGRAMME OF G.A.A
The programme of the G.A.A,

cient arena. At one time or another
its . inception, : Ireland he,s
facile princeps

festis embre,emg each of the three

leticg — running, jumping and
weight-throwing,
~Within reasonable limits, it

would be- 1mposs1ble to pay -tribute
to"-a tithe of the men who ~have
won -renown for Ireland in the
modern arena. Any such attem t
would certainly be incomplete and
qmte possibly, invidious, ~
Still there ‘were soime men in the
native stadia during the past half
cdentury or so whose names may be
profvoking

and prowess which is the proudest

At the outset of the- new athletic

renaissance of

as if - the remnants of the old
Flanna hovering in once-familiar

D THRONGED WITH
SPLENDID ATHLETES,
The land thromged with sple"ndld

c¢kiimen ‘were prominent in
red in many
eubsequernt . record - hreaking

The1r names are lmked

especmlly in the]
field events,: “where many of the
performancee remamed unequalled

seem des_tmed to remam undlsa

weight events the chance  of “the
- reégords belng 1mproved upon is
becemmg every..yéar -more and
moré-‘remote, for these grand exer-
cises are gradually being discarded
by our athletic bodies llke many
more typical Irigh évents”

We hee,r a lot. of talk nowadeys
ebeut mternatlonal recognition
and: 511(:11 like: thmgs When we can
produCe men again like some of
those T have written of, our wor-
rieg:; m this regard Wlll be at an
end.. Performances ih the active
eu:ene, are the only real test—deeds
ce*un-.,-f<:f";;f:::_:*ﬁ- above  words—and when
world reeerde ereeh 4t our Irish

cearly ddysiofithe G.AA, then only

can we! snepg our. ﬁngers at all and

honour of being creditéd as

forced
worth while way.

famed
great athlete, that “the
performed by
‘O’Brien) in putting héavy weights,

(Nn Zﬁ)

I

We

in "the only
Wé must get
back, though, first ‘to our 6ld native

-every Federation,
recognition

_1teme to brlng olit the bestt in our|

youth,

GUMZPETED AGAINST JACK
“O'GRADY,
In deelihg with = the athletic

career of my dear friend, the latey

Jack O’Gredy, a few weeks ago, T

think I pointed out that when the|

Ballybricken giant commenced his
attacks upon existing vecords in
the hevy weights he had at least
one consistent rwal»--Mlck O’Brien,
of Bilgaden, who accompe,med
him! far on the path towardg new
standards of achievement Buf, un-
fortunately. the Bulg‘aden mah re-
tired after a few geasons in “active

service,” and Jack was deprived of|

that stimulating = opposition so
necessary to bring out the best in
him, for there were few men in

Treland after, who, even with tl'lel

most generous handicaps, could
pass O’Grady in pushing the two
stone weight. il

¢}

I ean only trace of Mick

'O’Brien durmg two seasons—1912
and 1913, ‘but - his -

performances
then were éenough to establish re-

nown, whilst I have it on the auth-

ority of no less a judge than the
Larry Roche, himself a

‘this g"la.nt (Michael;

in public and private have scarcely
ever been egualled,” while the late

J. Flanagan often said that
.’Br‘len: lost the opportunity of
making for himself a big name in
the athletic world through the fact
that hé mnever trained for any
meeting, and also through his all
too early retirement.

 SPLENDID AGHIEVEMENT

‘Details of Mick O'Brien’s career
in his initial year are like the
mesls of the poor, “scanty . and
uncertain.” However, I under-
stand that his first venture was at
Kilimgllock sports, where he slung
56 1bgs, between the legs, a distance
of 28 tt. 8 ins.—a splendid echleve-
mert,

Weé next find him -at the Irish
championships, held at Fermoy:, on
July 14th, 1912 and here he was
successful at uttmg the 28 Ibs,, re-
cordingt & dxstance af 35 ft. 11n
thus equelling the Irish record set
by Willie Real -of Pallas away back
iri 1889, at Kilkenny, It is of inter-
eet to note that this was the first
occasion that Real's cast  was
approached,  but was afterwards
improved by O'Grady to 37 feet 63
inches in 1915, and to the present

figure of 38 feet 10 ins, also by
O’Grady*, at Kildare, in ,922.
At Fermoy, the same day,

O’Brien was second in slinging the
56 1bs. between the legs, without
follow, to the holder, T Ludg'ate of
Mellow who won w1th a throw of
26 feet 1 inch, The Bulgaden man’s
effort reached 25 ft.. In passing I
must mention “that a fellow
leerlﬁkh_l&l_l, M. ‘Heelan, we.e

of Bulgaden

— (By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH) ST

will have| second at 32 ft. 4 ins.,

| South Limerick athlete,

& half inch,

‘man’s -

reat feats |
‘a” special prize for securing the

to (Y Brien
in the event he won — his first
chammpionship honour,

A BUMPER SEASUN

- 1913 was a bumper season for the
Starting
off with thé All-Ireland ehamplen-
ships, held this time at Mallow, on
July 20th, he won at slinging the
56 1bs. between the legﬂs, putting up
a figure of 26 ft.'9 ins., J. K. Beas-
ley being second at 25 ft & ins. -
He parted; however, with his
title in the 28 1bs; lrosmg to Jack|
O’'Grady by the narrow margin of
the ﬁgures being
O'Grady, 35 ft. 1 in,; O'Brien 35 ft
0% in. ‘In the 16 lb shot O'Brien
also filled second place, P, Keane,
Dublin, winning at 438 ft. 3 ins., and
O’ Brien recordmg 42 ft. 9 ins.
‘O'Brien’s next outing was at the
Munster <Championships held in

at 25 ft, 7 ins,,
35 ft. 1 in,, T. Ludgate being sec-

ond in both events at 24 ft. 10 ins,,

and 29 ft. 5 ins. respectively.
O’Brien was second in the ham-
mer at 128 ft, to Ludgate, who won

‘with-134 ft. 8 ins., and that despite

the fact that it wae ‘the Limerick
first effort with this missile.
O’Brien also won at putting the 56
Ibs. (23 ft. 10 ins.) to eolleet three
goid medale and a silver one, plus

most points at the meeting,

INTER-COUNTY CONTESTS,

In the mter—county contests held
e,t Klllarney four days later,
O’Brien. won at slinging the 56 lbs.
over the bar, his height being 13
ft. 4 ins, Driscoll of Cork was
second and anether Leesider, F.

~Daly, third. At putting the 28 lbs -
O’'Grady won with 35 ft. 5 ms,

O’Brien was second, and J. J.
Foley of Kerry third. The day
ended. in Cork’s favour, the Rebel
County securing 36 polnte against
31 for Limerick and 11 for Kerry.
At Kilmallock sports on Septem-
ber 7th, Jack O'Grady and  Mick
O'Brien tied at 23 ft. 11 ins. for
first place at pushing the 56 1bs.

weight, both breaking the record|

of 23 ft. 9 ins. set by Willie Real at
Limerick on August 6th, 1883. The
ground was fully certlﬁed by an
engineer and John Flan&gan ‘and
Larry Roehe were the judges. In
this connection it is well to reecall
that O’'Grady subseqquently brought
the figure to 24 ft, 8% ins., at Dun-
garvan in 1915, and further to the
present record of 256 ft, 4 ins. at

Cratloe in 1920. At the same Kil-

mallock meeting, Mick' OBrien
won at throwing the 56 lbs, over
the bar with a height of 13 ft, 8 ins.

The Bulgaden man was a visitor
to Corki on a few occasions and
won twice there. One of the events
was slinging the 56 1bs. between
the legs and the distance was over
twenty-five feet, and the other
event was a throw of 13 ft, 6 ins.
over the bar.

& rare trial of strength between

1

'_ ling far above the bar.”

Du;nge.rvan on August 10th. Here!l
he won -the 56 lbs. without follow|
and the 28 lbs. at|

—_ | green,

EXHIBITION THROw

The cross lath was put to the
top of the uprights' and O'Brien
gave an exhibition throw for Rev.
Father Thomas, and put the weight
well above the cross bar. |

“Carbery” wrote concerning that
meeting the following: “Wlth the
lath on the top of the uprights the
spectators ecrowded :oound to enjoy

Beasley and O’Brien. Here Beasley
barely failed and the Golden Vem
representative got a lusty cheer!
when he sent the big weight hurt-

Mick O'Brien did not comipete in
1914, and we find Jack O'Grady
gettmg a walk over at the ehamp—
ionships in the 16 Ib, shot at 38 ft.
3 ins., whilst T, Ludg,ate regained
the 56 lbs. title with a heave of 27
ft. 103 ins.

So passed from. the Gaelic ath-
letic stage one of ity greatest|
figures after a very short but
really brilliant career.

No. 27 — Jim Xeyes, of Pallag-

- — ey e ——




