i GLANCE through the list of
A All _ Ireland championship
winners in the 120 yards hurdles
revealy the - strong place Limerick
athletes filled in this event irom
the early days of the athletic Te-
- vival. -
 We find Denig Carey of Kilfin-
ane winner  gix times against a
galaxy "of stars;
Droricoliogher -

who & wasg

and M. J. Corbett, of~ Borrigone,

who claim a brace of- victories

cach and then P. “Bourke” of
Grange: J. J. Keane of Angles-
boro: P. A. Farreil, of Limerick.
 (ity, and the subject of our sketch
 this week. M. W, O'Brien of Drom-
collogher,
land victorieg
their name. N . o

Dromeollogher gave two cname
pions to the Irish arena 1n this

 event. and chief credit for this|tie by Mick Leahy, with J. J. Hol- Fas Lo _ _
must go to the late J. J. Bourke loway for second place in thehigh 17}%5'“}113?;92%&@ wid for thel
who no+ alone  gained distinclion|jump. | | ) Jie made - anotael B ain at
himself t:b-ut_ _en-c'@%raged the youth|{ At Skibbereen Mick O’'Brien had ;c:g,le ﬁiﬁfé“ﬁ%ﬁ% -s.%%?p{hﬁ,ga;?cﬁ
of the district to emulate hisja winp In the “220,” and at Drom- | "¢ found William Britton in Ane
deods, and actually reised gk collogher Kels on iy 26th be took | R0 S Natter capeuring the
O'Brien to the pitch when e|iis usual honourg in the hurdies. {-=""~ o iump . titles and
a. ventl r gt At Rathkeale he won an unusual k{u.w_rdles .3'“.‘51 ong Jjump - - 3
student was eventually able to e comp-os%te o on unusual | tieing “with Buclley in. the - high |

beat the master, |
CWON SOME 200 :
O'Brien's introduction 1to t}le_
hurdles came in this way. Bourke
wasg in tne’ habit of training for
hig favourite event in a field near

PRIZES,

e o O'Brien re- |he had atriple success, winning the |* > < riacs Vi
}ggiereiéiowgégggio\ggﬁirh to = .see the |hurdles and the 240 yards.. and nection with an Aeridheacht and.
champion in action. On one such also heing a member of the Drom- |sports in Dromcollogher, After the,

- CHR R S nte ‘collogher hurling club team that |meéeting Mick repaired with Tim

vigit, Bourke, noting his interest,
- suggested ne o T €

“sgiglnes” and try his luck, Mick
duly invested 10/6 and a few” even-.
ings under Bourke's care set him
ony the road: that. brought him
much athletic fame and some two
nundred ptizes,” won ' mainly over
the hurdles, “with occasional. suc-
cesses also. i

ards. flat: -the .long and nigh |, + _ _ -
%Imnps- composite and relay races. “tinter-county contest af Killarney, i i
I have already dealt with the in which Cork defeated Limerick P |

career of “J. J’7 in thiz series, but
I cannot -allow this opportunity
pass without recalling a meeting
‘he ned with. the recently -Canon-
ised St. Piug X. It was in 1203, and
thhe then-Fope Piug XK wWas cele-
lden  Jubilee of liis

brating the 4o

ordination (o the priesthood. In on the meet}pg . the following i
September = of that year, "J. J. day, said : “‘From _every point

Bourke, accompanied &by Percy |0f = View the meeting proved |

Kirwan, of Xilmactiomes, Jjoul- 4 great  success. It cannot |

neyed to Rome, having been 5C1eC~

ted to represent Irciand in o Papal.[years a decline has been noticeable o
Sports meeting which forimed part [In this important department = of
of the celebrations. | the- national pastimeg_ but it can be :

RECEIVED IN AUDIENCE, [safely asserted as the result of yes-

BY HOLY FATHER. |

The Irish pair, won between
them five of ‘thie sprint and jump-.
ing events at the srorts, and were
later received in audience by the
Holy Father, along with a big
number of other people in Rome
for the occasion. K -
| When the Saintly Pope passed
he offered them hig ring to kiss,
and as he moved to. the next pil-

grim one of his attendapts whisp- |ag the result of this most success-|ing and it was only fools that in-
ered inp his ear. Immmediately, the |ful gathering.” | o dulged in it.” Leahy sald that it}
Pontiff treturned to the two Irisa ¢ . TIME PERFORMANCES. | was at 19&'31, pr-gvidjnﬂ-,' amusem_ent

athletes, and the crowded audi-
ence chamber were amazed to gee
him grasp each of them by the
nand in a warm handshake ag a
gesture of his approval of their
successes, T |
The grand Pope was a great
iover of sport,which he encouraged
by all means at hig "disposal. His
words on another - mermorable
occasion will be recalled with
pleasure: “I” blesg. all your games
and amusements because these
you from idle:

- pastimeg will lteep
ressrwhick B vt I otHer :
vice, and they will ‘be.a symbol”of
emulation for you In’ thé practice
of wvirtue.” . . el
FIRST TRACK APPEARANCE::
Mick O’'Brien’sg first track appear-
ance wasg at . Abbeyfeale Sports in
the early summer of 1510, He cycled

the twenty miles from Dromcollog-|
in- "the

her, took second prize
hurdles, and cycled home again: On
August 7th he won at Tallow
Sports; Tim Leahy f{illing second
place. The following day he was at
Mitchelstown, and wag again suc-
cessful in the hurdles, J. J. Leahy
being second. |
Tim Leahy was agsain second to
’Brien at Kanturk, on September
18th, whilst ' Joe Leahy filled a like
position at
later. | :
It ig of inter
his career in the good company ot
J. J. Bourke and Percy Kirwan,
whilst the nameg of other Timerick

J. J. Bourke  of|
| thrice
successful: T..J. Aherne’ of Athes,|

who ' also have all-Ire-
“over the sticks’™ {o] ,an . . $ -
. ; . "I the. “high”; a second by Con Kiely

should buy a- pair of |

the 100, 220 and 440

| traing _
Limerick, Tralee and Canerciveen |
and the attendance 3t the meeting

Lwas ohe of the largest on record.

£every- SEEoNY, WIS

Limerick Athletes
CK O'BRIEN _ of Dromcollogher

jump at Rathkeale; a similar re-
turn at Skibbereen: a first in -the
hurdles at both Cobh and Dunman-
way, a three-legged race win, with
‘Tom Leahy ag partner, at Dun-
manway, and another hurdles first
prize at Mitchelstown., o
AT ALL-IRELAND CHAMPION-
L SHIP MEETING. S
‘His big appearance during 1912
was at the. All-Ifeland champion-
ship meeting'  at Fermoy on July
14th, where he wag second to D.
‘McCarthy in the hurdles. Other
Limierick sticcesses at that meetl-
ing were:—Jim Keays, first in 100
and 220 yards: Michael O'Brien of
Bulgaden, a win in the 28 lbs. and
second in the 56 - 1bs, no follow; a
win by D M. O'Connell in the long
jump: another: by Tim Leahy in

in the three jumaps, a like placing
of M. Heelan in the 28 ibs, and =«

cycle a lap, whilst at the same

nieeting hig hnurdles win wasg ach-
ieved in the best of company—the
four Leahys  D. M. OConnell, D.
McCarthy, DD. O'Leary. At Foynes

won . the relay, the other of the.
team being John and Gerald Fitz-
gibbon, and his bhrather, R. F.

O'Brien., Hig, success, towards the

end of the season, in tie hurdles

at Listowel wag .the first of three

successive wins at the annual

‘sports there, |
- HIGHLIGHT OF 1913.

' The highlignt of 1913 wag the

36 points to 31, with Kerry a poor
third with & mere 11.  Special

ran . from Dublin, Cork,

The “Cork Examiner,” reporting
be denied that

for the past few

terday’s proceedings that a new
spirit has been introduced into the

imovement, and that. within .a very

brief space of time athletic and
cycling fixtures will be -restored to
their former proud position.  Ire-

land—and particularly Munster—

can boast of possessing athletes and

teyelists capable of performing with

the best! to'be found ‘anywhere, and
this fact has been established again

In the slinging of the 28 lbs., J.
O’Grady, of Limerick, won with the
fing distance of 35 ft. 5in.. which
established a new (Gaelic record. as

1it upset Real’s previous best of 35

ft. 1 in. Another Limerick competi-
tor, M. O’Brien, was second. The
high jump went to T. J. Leahy, of
Limerick, with 6 fti 0% ins. Two.
heatg were allotted to the 120 yards
hurdle: event, and both produced a
good finish. The first. heat was cap-
mftgdbbﬁi:[ I(-"‘: ?“Eouﬂée;”* Limerick,
with D, McCarthy, . Cork: .. a. igood

A TErR . CoTE, L Ea
feated M, W, O’Brien, Limerick; by
incheg in the second heat. In the

final Limerick gsdined: the laurels,

“Bourke” securing. first - and
O’'Brien second . place, with Ahern
third. The well known handicap-
per, D. M. Power, of Ballywalter,

" Dromcollogher a week

st that Mick openeclt

often gsaid afterwardg that it was
the best race over the hurdlesg he
had seen for years. - The time was
17 'seconds.. |

- .In slinging the 56 lbs, over the

bar - Mick ’Brien of Bulgaden
womn with ~ distance of 13ft. 4ins,
In the long jump J. K, Beazley of
Cork wvon at 21ft. Zins. In the long
jumn J. K. Beazley of Cork won
at 2ift. 2irs. P. “Bourke” and D.
M, O'Crnnell déad heating for
gsecond wnlace at 21 feet.

| XXCITING FINISH.

A very exciting finish wag wit-
nessed in ine mile flat, Entering
upen the last lap, J. J. O'Mahony,
Kerry, shiowed the way to D. Rior-

(By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH)

the relay for the Dromcollogher’

three

great support

story ig told of ant

-

Hurling Club. At a half-holiday

and the long jump, and at

hurdles

sports in Limerick he won the;

Castleconmnell he was again on. topf
in the hurdles, and filled second;

place in the hurling long puck.

220, 440, nurdles and long jump and
At Tralee on September 3rd, 1916,

ing J. J. Canniffe of Bandon in the
final ‘in’ the excellent time of 17
gecs, on & holding sod, .

Four “firsts” and a secand were;
hig “bag! at Tulla—winning the,

taking second ih.the “hundred.”|:

he won a great hurdles race, ‘heat-{

CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT.

The ¢rowning ac

ship meeting
Field, Limeric

title. in the 120 yards

jump. L N
Mick always was, and still is, a
er of any sports gath-|

native - district and a
occasion when
prizeg in con-

ering in his
he supplied all the
T,eahy to a local tavern for a

drink. They met two burly farmers
in the kitchen off the bar also tak-

{
et

L

meeting without "a prize,

MICK O'BRIEN, DROMGOLLOGHER.|

a ‘mug's game’” running and jump-]

for the public, but as the discus-{

sion continued .the Cregane man
gave the impression of siding with
the farmer who got more and
more sarcastic as the talk devel-
oped.  However, when Leahy and

O’Brien were in the act of leaving,j|

Tim stood up, clapped the farmer
on the shoulder and said:
right, gir, it is & mug's game.
But' tell me, sir, what would you
give if you had a son that could

ing a drink, -and one of them,
appeared to be jealoug ‘of O’Brien.|
Anyway, he remarked- that it was

“You're|

jump ag high as me?’’ The farmer
with him so that-ended ihe matter
-%I_ld‘ on a note that hardly pleased

. OTHER ACTIVITIES. ..

In addition to his many.successes
on the athletic fleld, and it is said
that he never returned from «
,  Mick
OBrien was 2lso & prominen{ mem-
ber of the Dromcollogher hurling
and football teams, and captained
them for many seasons, .

Hard work on the farm kept him
always fairly fit,” and in winter

time he gupplemented thig by much

exercige with dog and gun, In sum-
mer, when time allowed ' he was
keen on a spell with the fishing
rod, -

hurdles race was in Fermoy &t the
1912  All-Ireland Championships
meeting, when the finish was 80
close that it took the judges . a con-

1

His most excit)mg finish in &

giderable time to decide the win-

o
hievement of his ¢
career came oOn August 12th 1917, !
when at the All-Iréland champion- .
held - at thé  Markets .
k, he won the Irish':
hurdles,|’
heading D. Buckley, of Cork, by,
yards to breast the tape 1n'

LRadnt. end 3 VAS. 8. A0r0 - POIDL LS AdD

ner. Eventually the verdict went to

‘athletes who gained successes at. Dan MecCarthy, Mick being placed

dan, Cork: JoJ . " Hennessy,  Kilfin-

meetings with him that first season ane ecnd F. T.chane, Cork. One |7« .

“include D. P, Wallace and Dan M. hundred yards from the finish Se’cﬁg?{*_ feels that the athlete |
Condon,_of Kllﬁnane,'-1n the cycle Riordan went to the front, and ||pi p els that the at eteg of
events; P. J. Finn (Kilfinane), P. J, seemed likely to be Arst man | holds that if t%’ea’t" ael, | and he
McCarthy and .E- Neiland in_the homec, but hc wag hotly pursued |l ¢ fh a lfd ey g‘ot the training .
sprints; Joe Thompson and J, J. by H-enmessy  and entering tine || 1d eb mogern expo-nents there
Hennessy (Kilfinane) in the dist- straight the pair came on level Wou_l f‘i:%l Igade records set that
ance events: Tim and Joe Leahy in terms. An- exciting struggle” for wil dx 1-1' e unbeaten, -
the jumps. | - supremacy ensued -and amidst n early start he regards as an

essential for any lad hoping to ex-

CSUCCESSES XN 1911,
' ' 2 cel in the arena. The young athlete,

\

- = -much. eheering Hennessy won by |
His opening meeting of 1911 wa g y n by

half a yard.

at Listowel on-June 29th, where he It is intereésting to note that the[|Pe insists. should start during his
wag second in the 440 vards to Jim P, “ Bourke” who ran such a great school  days, and every facility
" Keays. He won the hurdles from hurdles race for Linrterick that| should be given him, more expec-

ially in providing running shoes
for those not very well able to pro-
vide them. He also holds that the-

the present

Tim ILeahy at Rathluirc . on ..July memorable -day  is
Bishop cf the Diccese, his Lord-{

23rd, but on Atugust 20th, at Kan--

 turk, “Tim reversed the position
capving a great day by winning tne
high jump and the hop, step and
jump. At Newcastle West “M. W.”
won the ‘hurdles event from
Leahy, and at Mallow shortly

afterwards Mick O'Brien and his

ik : - . : >, b gatherings . =
brother, “R.F.”” had a great race main of the meetings that “carried ga 3 B2 y | |
in the hurdles, the latter winning on." . We lknow, -bhowever, that 'Plﬁe%sgnt Paddy _0 Connell of Mount

nicely. Other succegses thi« season .

included a first in the 120 yards
hurdles and a second in the pole

ship, Most Rev. P, O’'Neill, D.D, |

The Great War of 1914-1918 re-
stricted the holding of sports
meetings materizally, the curtail-
ment of rail services being a big
blow. Newspaper reports also
were scanty and few records re-

"

Mick O’'Brien had a familiar suc-

cess . in the hurdles at Askeaton,|
where he also helped in winning|

athleticg by allocating

at far away Olympic and

P T

governing body would do more for
_ running
'shoes on loan to hurling a2rd foot-
‘ball Clubs for a specified period,
than by sending athletes to compete
other



