1L AA by ‘Shannonside was un-
douhtedly the  subject of our
{sketch this week—Paddy O’Brien
| (“Pwenty”) of the Clan na -Gael
|Club, who was. first’ Chairman of
leerlck ‘Gounty Beard GAA.
| "The G.AA.
'eeo,retly arranged. and - supperted
;Eul Irish Republicen Breotherhood.
{A British proclamation de-
-e;reed the I, R.B. 1llegal bhut deper-
'tation of the leadens and other
efforts to extermjnate t‘he ,,herg'a,n--
isption ol proved ‘futile,
Reerultment of new - membens
was the main difficulty under the
conditiong obtaining, and - the
‘Supreme Council 4 ided that if
the Separatist ‘tra,dit:mn was te be-
maintained some ‘method weuld
have ‘te be found of attrgchng
the youth.
. Thus was conceived the 1dea. of
lsunching en association. ior ‘the
prOpae*etmn . of Gaehe
then in “the’ discard; ch 8880~
‘cietion to be estabhshed on hl‘o&d
national “lines and capable .of . at-
tractmg the ‘youth of -'fhe eount.ry
to. its- ;&tandard ERR y
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INEF of the mest contreverezal .'
I figures in the - htetery of the'-

foundation was
by {he ‘suppressed -but -still” powerr-

games, |

Bellyland ers, Sarsﬁelds St.
Me}x{'y s, St Mlchael’s angd St Pa.t-u
rick’

In the course of rewsmg the
exciting rules of the Association,
the Premdent Mr. Maurice Davin;
said it was proposed to add a:
rule that persons playmg under
rugby or ‘any other mnon Gaelic

rules cannot be adnutted as mems-
geisA- ef - anv branch of the

Mr.. Mmhael Joyce (afterwa;rds
M.P.), who was a delegate from
the St Mlchael’s Club, took ex-
ception to the ropesed rule, in-

R asmuch .as athletes Were ,allowed

to play other

games, such as
cr;(;ket

under English rules, |
“OLD IRISH RULES” 1
The. Presa,dent eaul that ‘the. As-
|seciation  made rules . for
cricket, and as- re,gards the ‘games
they ee.tered for, they were detler-
'mined, -.in ascerdance Wlth -the
spmt Whl(’.h “had- prempted the
storting of the Association, 'that

the g‘ameq should be p_l;;lyed
under old Irish rules.

Mr.  Paddy Q’Brlen sa.id tha.t |
the mnational mature of the INOVE~

| iment must be emp ha.smed and. if I

they were to abandon that the

" REAL PURPOSE HAD
" BE HIDDEN

them .
11 Support for thlS- wewpemj: was.--

'l‘he I R.B es seueh eou‘ld t,ake
ne active
. prmect -and the. ree.l purpese ef
the meirement had te hidden, |
in order to ensure *the wldeaf
possible: &ppeal 10. those ' 11: heped‘
to v influence . md at;rect ifo. e1teﬂ
_ranks

The IRB laid its. _'Ja.ns eare-
fully, and  prepared. t'i}_.'e ground
for the foundation ~with extreme:
care. ‘The success ef the project
was e.ssured

,_-tende,nce of seven people was not:
very encouraging to the *fu*l:ﬂumnL
of "a -national organisédtion, inten-:
ded to tackle the heartbreakng

task ~ of revwing pursuxte andé‘

part in %lmmehipg the !

Association. would cease to- haVe
the appeal 1{: had fer many ef-

expregsed ‘amongst others by .the .
two- Castleconnell representatwes
~—Messrs. Anthony “Mackey. . of
Castleconnell,” and Pat I—Iassett of
 Ahgne, and the rule was then
adopted.

A rule i;va alse agreed to that_

long ‘before thel|
Thurles meeting, at -which an at-]

pastimes . that were almost com-;

pletely fergetten in - many- spa.rts
Ief the .country.

“Behind ~ the’ scenes pe’werﬁui*
foreces were at work,. hewever,
and
month in existence when clubs;
started to spring up .everywhere,
‘and . that in- gpite of an -almost!
freezing neglect on the- part  of’
the national Press,. who complet-a
ely ignored the new asseémtwn. :

HOSTILITY OF- FOREIGN
" FACTION

The mest potent {faeter m the
spread .of the new. movemeﬂt wWas:

'the hostility -of .the foreign fae-!.

tion which came very much into:
the open-at an early stage in the
life of the. infant G.AA,
This group made no ee.cret ef
their determlnation -to smash the
GAA = B mrcumstance ‘which
caused - many. nationally minded
men, Whe might: otherwise have
‘-rema.med aleof 0 threw in -thei
lot -with .t new -atmnal Athw
letic Assecia.hon |
R leenek. i;hls ’waa n&spen~'
sible  for -fthe fermat:;on the,
Clan -na.- Gael Clu‘b g u~p gha.t
leff  Jittle imme*se on- hurling t:.r
football - fields,. where their
nestness and enthumeem. i:
overcome the he.ndleap of dack. -of.
natural-stamina - and* prowess; “§9,
esgential partieularly 'in the eariy-i

days, ‘when there wag: only .one;
grade, “and b1g men - 'ru,led the
roest ;

Some: membere of the
team. were past ‘their prime as
far as -active pe.rtlmpa.tion on the
.playmg ﬁelde Were goncerned,
‘whilst others had suffered at the’
hands' of the British and' ‘were:
ill fitted for the rigoursg of & gtiff:
game under the primitive play-
ing -rules of the olden -arena;
when toughness ceunted more
than  skill and avmrdupms made
its presence ebkus. - .

PADDY “T‘VENTY‘”

.- But the Clan - had something
-else to offer the movement—it
was a Gaelic spirit- that was un-
surpassed anywhere and in
Paddy  O'Brien” (“'I‘wenty” they
gave to Limerick a - leader who.

typified 211 that was noble a.nd;_

best in the Ireland: of his day.

Paddy
Gaelic  limelight when he . a,tten-r
ded, as representmg‘ the Cl&n ny,

Gael Club, a general meeting of

the Assocmtlen at Thurles: on

,September 97th, 1886, at Wthh

many impertant dems,lons were--
made.

The o»ther* L1mer;tck clubs pre~
eent were South Liberties, J.e

of +the <Cross, Shemrocke; "Nat-
jonals, Treaty Stones, Murroe,
Ca stleconnell, ~Gaelic . Bicyele, ‘

tiie GAA. was hardly "8 '

will® nememher
- and efﬁcient

r.'i. Lo
-':1-'1“'-51

. .suppert Qf

O'Brien  first hit  the [fh

Irick, wﬂl be

Iwith the ,Asseclatmn

in the hurling rules, and  the
time of play’. ﬂxed at  one. hmir

iunless otherwise drranged on: ‘the
grounds with the consent of the |

opposing feams.

MIGHAEL CUSACK RFPIACED
AS HON. SECRETARY "

It is | interesting - to" neter* that

ﬂ'&]s meeting. appgmt Mr.J. B

C)RegllyJ | _____]E)ublm Hen Seeretary

of the .-'-__;'Ssacmtmn, An ;roem of -

1&1;1 agus beannacht De agalgbh
»pleir, 2 chmrde Gaedheal' "

Mr. | Micha,el Cusack Whe had
bheen sasked to resign at the  prer:
vious . genera.l ;rneeting of ¢lubs,
held in . July. 4th. Mr. O’Re‘illy
was father ® of the late Mr. T.
O'Reilly, - whem Limerick Gaels

as the yery active:
“Secretary of ‘the:
Cappamore Club up to the
of 'his death .a few years ago.

“That the G-AA ha.d attraeted
‘all sectiens ‘of the = nationalist
population fo. its
‘demonstrated ~during 1886,
edﬁatian 1o . the Active auppert
,lem by A Rev, Dr. Creke, Char-:

fost. ]
ok Stewart 'E?e;a:'nell and Michael
Davitt as.- Patrons, -
John E Reclmend M.P..,
the sp I:eed of :the games in 'Wex-
fo:rd end e,ss;rstmg very. me.tene.lly
to ‘control the crowds at one of
%ﬁe first blg Geehc gathermgs
ere. X

GREA’I‘* SBQRTS GARNIVAL

ing ‘magnificent way: to the eell of:
*the _”GAA wasf illustrated at. one;
the - greatest spe—rte acermvals
helid :a't the Marke_ts “Bield.
mencing -on .’ September = 19
ree{c were the entr;es
bi " the
ri:hree de.ys ' Were
_-ee“mplete the pregremme,
WA A divided - into" seq
"ethvleties, APy hurhng, foothall al
g-otwar, an eente £S, s

necessary
wh:ich

b Gl '-ermafle

ad

fwholehearted ‘help
the
clubs, The Clan na
were - par icularly active,

* -'.-l;llge

Crael: memhers

e

epmstame ~ which ‘brought mere%f |

tpo public: notice the great organ-
ASing - ability - e.mﬂ. fine  national
mranclgiee of ﬁt,hem cshlef mentor,
Peaddy G’Bmen. DR

?he part the lattey playeél at

accepting the ‘Patronage ef

-WSWHS made in the p]gmng Tules
and Paddy's ‘subseguent appeint,-
‘ment as ‘Chairman - of

County

dea’rt with"™ m thﬁ'e
this series |

Secepd Annual C _.nVentﬁmn of |
j,etter neceweel irem Je 171 O'iLeary |

enlv hurhne', football,’ ‘handball -
and. athletm ~ clubs, ? me}udmg‘_
gymnas;nums, - could be afﬁhated |

Seme slight eha;ngee 'were made .

4

i'

time |

etanda,rd was f

we ﬁnd Mr. 1
heiping |

,'at Lunerick ha.d “Te8D onded

!

v .
- ET e
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S m __ CRET s AL e :a.\:wrfw-a»:ﬂ_—r} Fedaita 2T

%

interest  aroused tha.!:.f;

';;ions';: L)Y

‘ch1ef' movers' in. the ﬁergamsa,twn'
of - this. wast programme, but . the?ir; ,
‘other ILimerick

1
1

|Association and for the man

. L ol -

fl:hﬁ ﬁrst' B
‘Board establehed in Ldime-q

amongst ‘the mgtters
next artm}e of |-



(By SEAMUS 0 CEALLAIGH)

PADDY O’Brien also made h1e
- presence felt at .one of ‘the..
tmost far reaching C’enventwne An
the history of ‘the. G.A.A, — the
second annual - gathering ‘of the
rapldly growmg orgamsatmn held
lat” Thurles on Mende,y, November
'15th, 1886. o

Paddy represented the Clan na
Gael Club at this, the largest gath-
ering so far, of the affiliated clubs.
Almost all ihe Irish countiés were

1uetret1ng the spread of the Asso-
ciation, Other Limerick clubs at
this - Conventmn were- South “Liber-
tieg, . St. Marys Ne,tlenale,

landere, Gerryewen, Murroe,. Lee,g:ue

rnell, Treaty - Stone. and Shamrocks
LETTER FROM. FENIAN

the Association,-

tWthh he said:
soc1et1es and associations

““There - are many
in ‘Ire-

land about which good Irishmen
| may perhaps: fairly differ, but your:

Association seenis to me one about
which there can be no dlfference of

ject'is to make -our young Irishmen
healthier and etrvonger ‘and to seek,
by the attraction of manly Irish

sports; to prevent young men from-
devoting their -leisure 'time to less:

manly and poeezbly less morel pur-
suits.

E “One word, however, of Warnmg In
- !England thére was. some. time ago
1:&1 most complete cultivation of thé:

‘body. Muscles were thought to be
everything,
{were held of combparatively small
laccount. I do not think that- there

is any de.nger that your hearts will
go far astray, but you ghould take

care that in feeding your. muscles
you do not starve, or, at least, imrner-
fectly nourish your brains.. In this,

light and 1ead1ng from the

get
Thomas: Davis:—
‘Mind will rule and muscle
In c~1ene,te ship and field;
- When we've skill our strength to
yield, o
| Lt us take our own ' again’.”
| IC.NS"I‘I’]:‘“U‘l“l(')N ANDL R VISED

yield,

RULES,
Three - Limerickinen, Pad d v
}Ol’meen Pat Hassett (Ahane), and
Frank . Dinneen (Be.llylanders)

played. ,e, major part in the work of
this Convention, which had much
to do. with ehapmg the destinies of
the GA.A. for it drafted a c¢onsti-
tution e,nd also introduced revised
rules for both hurling, football and

football.
It is. 1nte,restmg te study these

that have remained ever since the
basic laws on Which th& goverh-
ment of the- GA"A revolves,. -

letic Association for the

times; (b) that.it. -ghall: consist of

-—-"—

ciation; (c) that:a. Central Execu-
tive be appe:tnted -anually, . consist-
ing .of a President, four Vice-
Pree,ldents three - Secrete.rzes -one
Record Secretery and a Treasurer;
,( dy that ' the
meet in Thurles on the 1st Novem-
ber each” year to elect the Central
| Etxecutwe and consider any impor-

-”"workmg of - the Association; (e)
that the Executive shall have power
to’' disqualify
| for breaches of the laws of the As-
soeletlon e.nd shall also have power

'repreeented for the first time, il-, tees:
3

~to bring

St.
| John’s, Ahane, Commercials, Bally-

|of the Cross, Sarsfields, Castlecon-

LEADER.
{ A very.- interesting letter We.e
reed ‘at  this Cenventlen from
‘the ‘Fenian - Ieader ‘Mr.: -John .

Ot’Lee,ry, e,eceptmg the patrenage of.
in . the'.course - of

- With mte:t‘*eet and

and heart and  brain .

as in g1l matters .that concern our
national well-being, we can. always .

pages of our prophet and our guide,

handball. It also decided on the for-
mation of County’ commi’rtees ahd . -
on the organisation of' All- Irele,nd.
Championships in both hurhng and

early rules and to find so many |

“Thege mclude (a) fhe.t the Aseeu‘
leiation “be called "the Gasélie: Ath«:
preservats .

ion.and cultivation of nativhial’ pas<i!

hurlmg, football, he.ndball and- e.th---‘-

letic ' elubs, thoge ‘clubs“to pay en:-."e.ppeintment of Ceunty Com nittees,

Laffttiation:- :fee~ of:-ten: smnmgg periand.a. meetln

1year towards the: fuhds of the: Asz0-|
1which Mr

annual Oonventlen'

‘teﬁt uestmns with reférence to'the

clubs. or 1nd1v.1due,ls;

(G ONTINUED)

Ite remstate clubs or

1nd1V1duals
the Association shall hold
"murling, football: and dathletic cham-
pionships ‘annualiy: (g) that com-
mittees be elected in: “each; ¢county
to decide on queetmns of affliation
of clubs - in their; respective coun-

() that

" sties, and - e,rla,nge prehmmary mat-

iches for hurling, = hdndball . and
football championships;: one dele-
'gate . from each: afﬁlxated ¢lub in
the County to have- power to vote
at the electlen of County. Commit-
“(h). that" should dny niérmber
of a club be guﬂty of conduct liable
discregit- on ‘the  Associa-
‘tion, he shall- be eXpelled (i) .that
elube may ‘be formed: in- evei‘y par-.

in any parish without the consent
of 'thé County Committee, a club to
have twenty-one. members before it

. ican be affiliated; (j)'that any mem-
‘ber. of a ¢lub playing: hurling, hand-

ball or football under- other rules

‘tHan those of the GLAA. cannot be

'a\member of" any. club affilisated to
the Association; (k) that the GLALA,
shell not be used ih any way to op-
pose -any ngtional movement which
has the confidence’ and support of
‘the leaders-of the Irish peeple, (L
‘all dress material and ather articles

‘required-in the games to be, as far

opinion amongst rlght thlnkmg and?.::&-"’

well-feeling people. The "'main  ob-

pese1b1e, -of “ Irish. me,nufecture
Somie- of “the  hurling rules. .adop-
ted at this: gathermg will be ‘read
me.ybe e,maze-
ment. .
SIZE OF HU RLING AND
FOOTBALL® GRGUNDS -
Fer instance, the size of the hur-
_ling fleld was decidéd upon-as 1896

tion toia larger. greund 7 For, foot-
ball, however, the groand was
smaller—140 yards by. 84;" which is
the minimum for both eedes Now.
The . present hurhng pitch cannot
exeeed’ 160 yards by’ 100. yards, so
the fields of the early GAA d&?u
Wweére very much -larger. - |

The numbér of players. was: lald

dewn as “not less tnan 14 or mere
than. 21 aside.”

The scoring epe.ee eeﬂeieted ef

ooalposts 21 feet apait;with ‘& eross
bar 1(}1 feet from. the ground (3 ft.
now). ~ Beside the goal posts side
point posts were also provided. The
match was decided- by the greater
‘nutnber of goals, ‘and where 1o
‘goals were made, Or where an equél
‘number were scored, by the gree.ter
. number. of points. -
l ‘The hurling ‘ball’ should net be
less than 4% ins. or more than 5 ins.
in diameéter, and sheuld weigh. not
less than T 0ZS. or moré than 10 ozs.
(The ball now can be as llght as 31
ounces).

The" dress fer hurlmg and foet—
ball was laid down '.as “knee
breeches . and stockmgs and shoee

or boots.”
INTERESTING PR(}VISI-ON

‘sion: “a player shoild not catch,
trip or push from-behind, or brme;
his hurley . intentionally in contact
with  another = plgyer. F¥or each
breach of this riilé the referée was
empowered to order the offender to
stand aside during.. the .whole or

{part of the: belenee of the game;

and his side t:euld ‘not. provide a
substitute - for . the suepended
pl&yer "o '

Iimerick Were one- ef the ﬂret
ceunties to 1mplement the decision
of thé' Conveéntion "c¢oncérning the:

“of “the L 'memck
clubs. was held . ins the City: Hall,
Limerick, on J"anuary 15th 188‘7 at,
Anthenv Ma.ekey,
Castleconnell, pre51ded |

Tt ~wals” unemmeusly deczded tor
form 4. Limerick ~ County Board,
and the delega,tee were again unan-

‘imous. in theif chelee of Che,irma,n

—Paddy O'Brien (“Twenty”). being.
eppomted to the post; with Mr.
Michael Looney. as: Secrete,ry‘ .

The part Paddy O’'Brien played
in. establishing the’ games in Lime-.
rick, and some hvely eppee1t10n en--
emmtered will ‘be” rela,ted in the

next e.rtlcle

ish, and that only one-clubcan be

yards long by 140 yards broad, w.th
'an addendum “there: Was8 no. obJee-.

- And here is an: mterestmg provi-

0%



(By SEAMUS 0 GEALLAIGH)

HE new leerlck Board got

A dow_n to work Immedlately,
several meetmgs were hold and

-county. championshlps in’
~ hurling’ and foo.tba]l
- under “way.

‘Paddy. O’Brien, Anthony Magckey -
(T‘reasurer of-

.. and Pat Hassett
the Central ‘Council)- were the
leerlokmen present :at ‘the his-
toric . meotmg at” Wynnoo Hotel
)ublm, on February 27th, 1887,
- which ~ the first All-Irelond
_Qhompionshlp draws were made~-
.'1no1denta11y, the only ‘pceasion an
open draw’ wag ‘the- -method
ployed” of decndmg thése oompe-
tltlons. |

. .nly twelvo countlos entered
teams, and both codes  were arawn
together,, as under: Wicklow v!
Clare Wextord v, Galway, Dublin
g Tlpperary Cork  v. Kilkenny,
Waterford V. Louth L1merlok V.
Meath o |

EXGLUSIQN OF R;iff-n oy

'_1;_ el

. Th1s moetmg _dec:ded on- exolyd-
cluding bers
from: membersmp of the G.A A—"Tn

oﬁSounnoo of their o,otlon ‘towards
'-the people” throughout the country

- on;alnost. svery occasion that they.

have been brought mto oontaot Wlth'j_-
2 | ‘|Murroe had the only goal of ‘the

| them.”

It a;lso passed resolutmn em-

individual members of it were al-

low erfec reodom of aotmn in . .
awed e t I CoE -Couptir”Board ‘was.the referee and

- Iﬁohtlool ‘matters.:

~_This. moetmg, presldod over by
Mr. J.K.
one: of, ;ythe foundor members in tho
: ahsen”ce ‘of the" Fremdeﬂt Mr. BMaur-
ice" Dayin! ‘made an’ order ‘that no |
tournament of "any kind could be |

e tted in. a county without the P
o s to ibut their right to. represent the

Sanctlon of the County Committee.
At the next’ IIIEEtll’lE' of - tho Exe-
cutive, held at Cruise’'s Hotel. Lifiie-
- rick, on April 11th, the Presxdent
ﬁ omooted to this rogulatlon and con-

power: to ~pass it.

MR. MVIN LEAVES IN

T PROTEST.

| Sovera,l membeérs, moludlrﬁr Paddy
“O’'Brien, maintained that the regu-
‘lation “was  nécessary . if * County
- Boards: were to have. propor coh-
- {rol, and the meeting docmod to
“take no actmn—-—Mr
vacatli;lg the chair and leaving in
rotest ‘He subsequently tendored-
1S remgnoftlon

. both
were soon -

em- |

{this proved ‘d dour" struogglo
.;rwhzch disputes were; freguent, and

~memmbers of ‘the R.IC. |

Bracken, of- Kilmslloek,

The Limerick County Champmn— ';
ships were played ‘with commend-
able. expedition,. and: some fine con-|

tests ‘Were witnessed in the course
“of the compet1t1ons which attrac-
| tEd a4 ﬁne IE}QI}I’}T in both codes.
or football ﬁnals of Limer;ok
| C‘ount were held. at the ‘Grocers’
- F1e1d on Sunday July. 17th, before
the la.rgest throrfg of: people that
ha,d et .marKked the popular mter-
ost 111 the Gaselic pastimes,
The footbal] game ‘wWas played
first,” the ' contestant
_Michaols and’. *Commorolals

The

teams h&d met before when the-

| G /i

A “wWhs but in'its 1nf&ncy, and |
- the: Commeromls then-scpred a de-

~cided sucgcess. "Since then L1mer1ok,

Commorom‘ls ‘had been the premier. |

“team.. An Munster, having proserved

]
|

throughout an unbroken record in |

o a serieg of games  with the cragk.

teams of the provmoe
ING. OF. A sxnmmsgz

.....

uently something of

E

' It was conse:

to one Tforfeit point for their op-
Jponents (what Wa,s then a forfeit
point’ would be a fifty undey pre-
sent rulos) M. Tuite, E O'Dwyer,

urprise--whei-Sti-Miehinells-won
bv ﬁve points and one forfeit point |-

iy

P. Stapleto‘n T, Prenderga,st and .

'_M ‘Danaher proved best for the i
tand the prominent part ;played bv

“winners, while Commercials got
- good service from Malachi O’Bmon |

- Denis Corbett, John Hyland, Tlmo—

thy

F‘ltzglbbon and“
- Spain, '

Wllllam T
;be amongot

Commercms subsequentlv obJECtEd':

|

rroe,”

- phamsmg the fact that the Asso- J
cidtion  was non—-pohtloal and th&t‘. |

B

l
|Championship ties was disputed by
1Castleconnell,
-_ Ef}ﬂeélt Lulnermkt I'fm%k IK{lk?nnV were
-. E ti no | xedtoplaym the All-Ireland semi-,
tonded that the ?‘ec“ we had [final two leemok teams turned up

|-~ Murroe 'ahd their. Castleoonnoll
ineighboiurs.

(GDNTINUEB)

to the constltutlon of the St MlCh- |
ael’s team, alleging '~ that seven
|members of same had, played rugby,
and s0 Idmerick. County Board
iwere confronted with the first ob-
jection lodged anywhere under the .
rule debarring rugby players, *passed-,

{at the Executive meeting of Sep-.

tembmer 27th; 1886 and oarher re-—
ferred to, |

RE*—PLAY ORDERED

The County Bo&rd went thor-
oughly into ‘the matier and decided
against St.” Michael’s. They ordered
a re-play ‘and mstruoted that the
offending players should be dropped.
This duly took place, and Commer- .
olals W(}n on this occasion, subse-
1¢:;|11o:<1t1v going. on. to make Gaelic
‘football history -by bringing to :the
. City ‘of Sarsfield the firgt: All-Ire-
landg ‘senior iootball orown ever
-oontested

To. leturn to tho Grooors F1eld
and the C‘ountv senior -hurling final
in

it lasted for almost three ‘hours, be-
cause of mmany stoppages.

At half-timie, the score stood
South Libertles, two pomta, Mur-
nit, Mirroe’ equallsed shortly
after the  resumption, Bt South
L1bert1es forged ahead again with
a well taken point. Nearmg the end

game, a score which was. hotlv dlS-*
Rutod bv their opponents S

BEFEREE’S DECISION
Paddy O’Bmen, Chaarman of the

{

he 'reserved his decision until later
in the evening, when he awarded
the goal and the mateh to Murroe,
on-the score: Murroe, 1'goal 2 pomts
rand 1 forfo1t point; South’ leertles,

18 ‘points and 1 forfelt point.

Murroe were ‘County ohamplons |
County in the subsequent All-Irela,nd

The result was that

Some members of the
Executive fried -to resolve tho issue
—a. play-off "between the pair on

{the morning of the game was even

suggésted—but no “agreement on

|the rightful Limerick’ representative

| could be

Davm then . eventually had a bloodless victory—

reached, and Tullaroan
although two TLimerick teéams’ were
in- Dubhn ready to plav thém, -

BIG TOTAL OF CLUBS.

By the end of 1887 the numbor ol

Ielubs in Limerick City ‘and County

ad reached the remarkable total

lof mnety, and there was scarcely a.
iparish in the: area mthout at least

one club..

In addition to the Champlonshl.p
contests important tournament ties
were organised at Adare, Bruff Kil-:

|murry, Murroe, New Pa,lla.s, ‘Oola
{and Knockane, as well as a few -

-notable ones in the 011:
bemg St o

‘South Liberties had some revengo

‘for thelr; _phamplonohlp defoat when

thoy Won out in‘the K11m‘urrv Tour- |
nament, defeotlng -Castleconnell
after a great game in the - ﬂnal

ZHIUGE ATTENBANCE o
T}:us oontest drew a huge attond-

iance .and tho greatest - enthusmsm
prgvailed
|Targe contmgent ‘headed by Q. band

Castleoonnell sent

Good, fast hurhng was” the - order

[ ail through a finey VIgOIOUS matoh,

Yoy e el “cortested

Treaty hurlers were: Wmnors of
a big tourndment p}ayed in the Czty
This attra,ctod ‘a..great -entry, ' in-

lcluding some ‘leading’ Clare clubs,
rand pI'OVed an outS«tandmg ‘BUCCESS.

The’ big “Cotunty Board" Spht the
emergnoo of ‘two L1mer1ck Boards,

Paddy ’Bnen and other Limerick
delegates in’ the- groa_t “stormy” All:
Iroland Congress “at Thurles, will
he matters dealt Wlth
111 the next artlcle L




(Bllt SEAMUS 0 GEALLAIGH) I

HE big majenty of the. Leme-

. rick clubs  sent de‘legatee 1o

the annual cenventlen ‘held at the
Courthouse, T ples, in. Nevember,
1887, which  was ‘attended by the

-greeteet garthermg ever to ettend

-All-Ireland~ Congress, = over
e:ght hundred branches bemg re—
presented

This pr Ved the ‘most h1stor1c
eengress in G.A.A, annals, and
was merked by inmdents of un-
paralleled exmtement Vo

© - There ‘were many eireumstaneee_
- which

invested  the proceedings
with unusual interest The Execu-
tive had aroused a geed deal . of
hostlhty because ef

| a@t1Q§1 in suspending clubs and in-

dividuals who had refused to obey
ity - rulini These
were turaIIy determined -to
everthrew the gevermng bedy at
the very first opportunity,
were supported by strong articles
which appesred in certain news-

 papers: deneunemg the e.dmmmtra—

tlen -
POLITIGAL ELEMENT

Me,py cl‘ubs deplored - the with-"
drawal of MB.'I.II’ICB Davin from the -
Preexdency and blamed the Execu-.

tive for his: retlrement The ex~
pulsign of: the RIC, though that
body was then very ‘unpopular

With masges of- people, was regar- - -
some ag Aintroducing - the

ded by .

pol 1tlea1 element Ainto What was

claimed to. be: e purely athletle'

orgamsatwn

The. fact: that’ men 11ke P ~N.
itzgerald of - Cork;: Pat Haseett
and _,Paddy ‘O’Brien of Limerick
P, T Hoctor  and J. " Boyle

O’Reﬂly -of ‘Dublin; who made no,

secret.of their desire to mpe out,
the ~British ‘coninection -
ceuntry, were
Association and gave the organi-
eatmn a complemen which - made

- many timorous people uneasy and

~Ing’ bedy to. a‘_l_g‘eed deal of critic-!
Gaels

areused the hostility of a lerge

number of clergymen,
‘Then. again, the refusal of the

Executwe to accept the arbitration

of Dr, Croke and Michael Davitt

or’ eny cempremlse in the, dispute

with  the ~ powerful “Freemens
J oume " Club, exposed the govern-

“the !

And. on
the .

p of. all - this,"
of  Tipperary, :

then

ism,

--strengest ceunty in the Aeseelatlen

- against the Exeeutlve

o) i

hag grievances- th_e_lr own

STRGNG -.:.,._RCES F{)R AND
"AGAINST,

It may be stated that there never
was. & governing'
WhOm Was arrayed . so, meny
fluences, and,.on the other hand it
mu&t be a.dmitted that no govern-

ng ‘body ever had behind it more

'-loval and enthusiastic ‘supporters.

‘The strong: 'mationalist “views of '}
the Executwe, their vigorous: action |
in’ crushmg‘ msuberdmatlen, and
their e&rnueet,r if somewhat injudi- |
cious, efforts. to maintain discipline,
appealed to - thousands: of Gaels,
and - accounted for the fact that:

they were gble to withstand the at- |
tacks of the most powerful erltice

and the most insidious foes\ -
Lee}un ‘back now calmly on the

"_Werk, ‘of the E:xecutwe it must be-

governing boedy made some. ‘mis- |

admitted that the. members of the

takes, but they were the. mistakes
of ' strong’ men : With etreng views,

: ._determlnea to ma

- tion what is is
 powerfyl: athletr'c

'natmnel __ er gams

.;_ﬁ'é;_ﬂ ﬁ;.

. against the' decisions of the -

te -the: Aeeeem-

te~aey—-n-'et
bady, hut” a. great

‘tien _

Y CONV NTION”

“he first - Livy A:;'_’:'5:;_-_-__';;,'111:31dent._ef What

beceme Tenown Vin o GLACA T hi
Hs the ;‘Sternlev O‘anentien B

Xe-'

.' cutwe » Thig request was- refused

tually called to order the delegates
were: p&eked like sardines, with

".every ava,ﬂable inch of space occu-

pied. The whole place was geething
with exc;‘ter_eentr ]

its wgereue

‘suspénded Gaels

and.

- ists who. ‘were ready to d1e for. their

-this
identified: ‘Wlth ‘the

| ter—eheeringe No’ ‘blows were
- struck hut stlcks were Wleldea
1 ominously,

bedv agemst |
- in- |

{scenes,.

‘tion, where a reconstricted. Aseo-

{ Davin wa._s also pug before te deL-

B and amn:lst very' greet ‘confusion a}.

~Father Seapl__-
Shad: Ieﬂ; a.nd

4 e AL ek et
L b
B

- --"'___'-'_bel‘iﬁ ef ’-?‘“eusp e’nded “Gae'ls presented 1
. '.-.---;e qunt demang. for admission  “for .

purpose of personelly a,ppealmg.

When ‘the i/Convention ~was. evee-i-*.- Promment Limerick Gaels, who,

and thére Were

| (GONTINUED) |
all the elements of a lwelv meet--
ing.

Mr, Maurlce Da.vm dld not at-.
tend, . and . the appointment of
Chmrman to conduct, the preceed-
ings gave rise 16 a stormy debate
which contmued for almost tW0
hours., -

The ne.me ef P N F‘itzgereld Was
pj.lt. forward by Ald. ‘Horgan of
Cork, and seeended by P T Hoc-

Rev John Scanlen CC., Nenegh
caused an. uproar When he proposed
the name of Major Kelly of Moy-
carkey, 'who was an-expelled mem-
ber of the Aseeeletmn. He:said the
body: whieh - prefeeeed to expel
Major Kelly was how dead, and he
had a very strong and valid reason
for objecting to Mr.. Fitzgerald tak-
ing the chair, .. .

Paddy ©O'Brien: SUppertmg the
nomination of P, N, Fitzgerald,
said that the Aseecmtmn could not
be too Irish, and they should have
no one at 1ts head except national- |

'-ter

ceuntry

A sug[gestmn ‘that Father Fen-
nelly, "Adm., Thurles- (afterwards |
Archbishop - ‘of Casheland - Patren_:-.-
of the GA.A.) take the chair until”
the President was appointed was
not accepted.

HEAT “AND THBEATENING
- INCIDENTS. .
Several ..... other . propositions Were
made; ang considerable -heat intro-
_duced but ‘it was evident. that the
megenty of the delegates feveured

the 'candidature.. of: . P. N, - Fitz-
; ‘gerald, who eventually attempted 1

‘to bring the. meeting to “business.
Father Scanlan’ persisted "in - ‘his
objection and said they were being |
watched from' outside, and it would
logk questmnable if. Mr F‘ltzgerald'
presided. . o
Mr, Fltzgerald s&rd he knew he
was bemg watehed by the authori-

ties, but that was -no crime in his ..-'

eyes and it was purely from a non-
pelltlcel point that he- partlmpated
in the proceedings that day.
regretted that. their opening shauld,
be mterfered with. by: oné whose
mission was te preach goedwﬂl to
‘all men.

Tfhmgs got very threatemng
at thig permd and W1th .several
delegates ettemptmg to s,_-'..._._,ek the
autmeet confusion : prevdiled.. In the |
Ibody of the Courthouse there were
&-8eries” of - altercations: between
delegetee and eheermg end coun-|

e, e e——

‘and | things Iooked ex-
tremely dangerous |

Abeve the dm the voice of Fa.thew
' Scanldan could: be heard: ‘challeng- |
ing the right ‘of Mr, thzgerald to
preside, “and ‘after - further nmsjr
the former - ‘ascended. " a
table and’ appealed te all -who - d;d
| riot" agree. with the appeintment of
Mr. Fitggerald to. follow him- out
of the meeting, to another conven-}

ciation’ would be formed,

‘Whnen order was restered seme-
what, the eppe*ntment of Mr. E.|
M. Bennett of Newme,rket-en—Fer—
: gus to the Premdeney was pre-—.
posed. The name of Mr. M

egates, |

Some delegatee ;msisted that un—
‘authorised “persons had’ gam"’], ad-~]
-mission - to- the ~convention: and
-maintained it Was . ngy: longer repre-t
- sentative.  In . the . semisdarkness

‘vote .was ‘taken; two' hours e.fte»r"

He b

1 taking stepy:

ﬁEugene Sheehy, PP‘ Teft

mund Cahlll Kﬂte_ely
In the meantlme Fe,ther Scanlan
and his: supporterg held their con-
vention, ‘and declded ‘on mvltm |
.Dr. Croke to- ‘remain . a pa. ron:-of
the G.AA, "-”represented hy ‘the
elubs assembled o

- Dr. Croke had other views, 'hew-._*
ever, .and. on November 22nd,  he
held & conference at. the: Pa.le.ce,_f
Thurles, with -Michael Davitt and
Meurece Davin, with the. ‘abject ot
t.e reconstruct the As-
“sociation. A specml committee was
formed for the purpose, and after
a few meetings. they issued & cir-
cular “ta all’ elube anneuncing a
speeml eﬂnventmn for..Thurles on
January 4th, 1888, “tg- reeenetruct ‘t
the Asseclatmn on lines lald :dow
by the Archbishop of Cashel ” They
also decreeqd. the holding of C‘ounty
‘Conventions before that date  to
appoint delegates to the  Thurles
meeting, the basis of. representa-
tion to be one del-egate fer every-
ten  clubsg ina: county.i - oy

FATHER FUGENE SHEEH

The Limerick Gaels’ met en )e-

cember 30th, 1887, thirty-one" ‘clubs
 being represented, “and re-eiected__
"Paddy . O’Brien ehe‘-----. nan, by 71
votes to 59 for Bob Coll. When the

 result was’ anneunced 8 number of

-led. by Very " Rev.
ft the meet-
ing and held a, secend eenventmn,
at which‘ ~they ‘also s@ec;;‘ dele-

g&tee fer the Thurles cgnventwn

delegates,

! -

n ,apd} ma eueeenters

ele-e;; (

: s Ml R
N ;:'ﬁ_ﬁbef"-“' v

: ...,ul_.j ,_;_.-‘ 7 :@W“ﬂ:ﬂm ‘%}“u '---,ﬁ'-- .V '_'_,
In “he ‘annual’ rert s L wa,e';_
stated that leirewk ‘hag over 90:
clubs, - the second- haghest ef any
ceunty—-ﬂ-lep erary. — leading' Wit

:130, Cork were third with 70.©

‘with the county. chairman, Paddy
-O’Brien, spoke at this historic
“convention were Pat Hassett: and
Anthony - Mackey, = Castleconnell ;

J ehn Hurley, _Ballymmon and Edf




Paddy O'Brien (“Twenty”)

| ©_  (GCONTINUED) - ey SEAMUS 0 GEALLAIGH)
TOLLOWING the intervention of | "’tg;iﬂ;eﬁgqu‘?f;}‘i{‘gfmtbu

| ‘ e e tra e 1 Com cialae T ; a

A Most Rev. Dr. d(%fke(’} A‘:'lf' in the All-Treland series > e
 split - which: threatened the G.AA.| j03inst Dowdstown (Meath) and

ltion® which. assembled - at Thurles

| “The new.arrangement of _rep‘re--
} one délegate for each ten affiliated
clubs, gave Limerick  nine repre-
sentatives—and ,these included. the- was the Kkiekin

‘the time. - '

| Limerick ~County Convention —

| Sheehy, P.P.

" mhe divisions ‘which were so evi- gociation has produced.. .- So: im-

| vention” did not re-appear at the.

' new Congress, which was  called

structing the Association.”

"The ‘Stormy Convention” ‘wit- ‘drew at 1-10. each after a magnifi-

nessed an unrelenting . fight' “be:. cent displda’,y'-vo.f: full blooded foot-.

tween the Physical  Force  Party| ball.. - -, | N ..
and _the"Consti’fu‘qi';j_ng-lis.t's -for con-! = The pair met in -the ~re-play - at
‘trol of the Associdtion. . = ‘| Banshé&, where -Commercials won

. This was not repe ate,d‘._;é;t'j,the're;-‘ more - readily —-than even their

construction mheeting for the very| greatest' supporters had. anticipa-

'g00d reason that. the.Irish Repuﬂ; ted. . L S -,

lican Brotherhood, "who “~orginally:| This brought .Commercials to the
sponsored the G.A.A, foundation, ‘All-Ireland -semi-final,- ‘which :was
issyed secret orders:to:all its. mem- played at’ Bohermore, near Tipper-
bers to withdraw from any con- ‘ary>on March .1lth, 1888. . Two

‘fests for official posts. rather than| meetings were again necessary to|

cause division in the ranks. = The ‘decide - this issue. The first was a
confidential circular. - they issued “hard fought and evenly matched
concluded: . “This is- not a time for contest but ended .abruptly when
'division between. .any . class 'of ‘a dispute arose. A re-play was
‘Irishmen. .The G.A.A. should bell'agreed upon and in this Commer-
/open to all—en Irish nation should || cials’ beat’ Templomore, 1-8 to 0-4.
include all:.sections - of Irishmen.| ' iiras YTNAT. R
"To makerindependence easy Ire-| - o — . - THE FINAL. - .
land . requires the aid -of all .her i ;»Th‘eﬁ-ﬁ--.,-ﬁml'-fb;ﬁtween: the Commer-
ST ST clalsaindgunéiaéli: Young'IreI%nds
"In sharp contrast to the previousf Was played at onaskeagh, Dub-
meeting’ this was a most friendly 1in,::on -April 20th,. 1888, -before a
gathering, at wh ine -atlelid y WHE. £
work " <for “the Asgociation. was amounting to.well ‘over £300." .
transacted. A - new .- constitution ~The - contest ‘was fought out in
drawn :up by Maurice Davin was fine,” manly sporting ‘spirit,- and al-
approved, as. well also a number
of . suggestions made by the Arch-|
~bishop of -:Cashel',*--:;;Most_ Rev. Dr.] .

Croke. =~ - = S | A SR A ey iy -
~That the Association was deter-| Louth did a.good deal of clever,
mined - to continue on - nationaljhard worlk, and  the Limerick play
lines. was - demonstrated by the ~was characterised by a fine de-
unanimous adoption of a resolu-| fence and spirited rushes. . Dun-
B roposed by Frank B. Dineen | dalk, winning the toss played with
o Peononded ~ by - Rev. Father|the wind, and scored three pomnts

sons.”.

_Land. the changes:close and éxciting
‘the game was unmarred: by any
: unpleasant incident. Vo |

i Clancy (Clare) . as  follows: “That | M9 LS N .
o member of the Constabulary in- | Sides were changed.-In the -second
‘cluding. the  Dublin - Metropolitan | Dalf, -however, grit - and . stamina
‘Police be . eligible for membership | Y55 strangely . in evidence ' from
‘of any affiliated club, or be allowed the I—a_im,_er.wk camp, -and the Com-
1t0 compete at any Gaelic sports.”’ ‘mercials forced. the . pace .and
aE S R e } achieved a great victory, amidst
. HONOUR ACCEPTED. ;scenes ‘of great rejoicing. The-final
| "It was also decided to invite Mr. ‘score was: Commereials, 1-4; Dun-
1 William' O'Brien: to:become a pat- dalk Young Irelands, "0-3.. " "o
ron of the'Association, and in ac- ' The - Limerick “players - rwere:
cepting ™ the “honour.  Mr. . O'Brien" Denis ' “Corbett = ( goal), - Timothy
| subsequently. wrote: “Of your sym- Fitzgibbon, - William: :Gunning, - R.

pathy .with. the: .struggle -against Breen, John Hyland, Thomas :Mc-

R

i » - -

| cannot resist the  voice  of the Normoyle; Patrick Reeves, Thomas

|

s T AT ARJAVR R/ AN, . BARLLANS BA ANy WL

_-!'.p-l-_——-

i

A'ne al -whlel oo St ‘nressed was Lord De Frenche with'| -
dent at the famous “Stormy Con-| o performance that h%e*infri‘ée% .
hi;ﬂ to :lunch following the.game. |
for' the express purpose’ of recon-. -Clb%t:?;iec et g§§l?§£%£idtiz -

ucting the Assoclalioh | gate receipts were £300, Commer- |
. UNRELENTING FIGHT. °  cials and- Kilmacow (Kilkenny)|

ich much useful | fine’ gttendance; - the. gate' receipts|

though the rivalry was very keen :

eoeroion ‘I. never .entertained -a INamara, Willlam J. Spain, Patrick |

 am most unwilling to -increase the miah R. _IKe'n;19q_gi;}}“ﬁ_[__i_jg};_gﬁ;l‘;_.Casgy, N
prominence: which, undoubtedly James Mulqueen, Malacnl oTmen, | .
the exigencies.of the struggle has patrick Kelly, Timothy Xennedy,{

| forced .upon me.for the moment, I Philip Keating, W. Casey, Robert |-

young. "Gaelic- ‘athletes ' that they ‘Keating, . T. McMahon. Strange

was healed at the special conven-i. ., " hiaved in Lord De Frenche’s | .
on - st AFR S Park, where Commercials: won by | -
on -January 4th, 1883, 3-2 to 0-2. The gate receipts on th’:gi
Colne nes e A1SIL . oces s we £9: | i Tyl -

A notable 'f'eaturé of thlsga,me
O Roirad O oo oy was | g of a .goal from| . .
controversial figures of the special centre-field by Mal-&chig;--:O’.’-'Bﬁ.ffi.en,--'7"

NI T Ay o - . L whom old timers maintain:was-one.| :
Paddy O!Brien :and IVQ?}’ :-_Rej{_, E of the greatest footballers.the As-| -

should add my name to those of enough, the captain was ‘a non-| .

‘their well wishers in any capacity player—Mr. Pat Treacy. -Others toi-
- St - " participate in some of the ‘gbovel- -
. 'The. election .of - officers resulted Fnentioﬂed contests were: Edward:]

they mayv choose.”

in - Maurice Davin’s return to the Nicholas, Edward Casey, .Richa._t'-?d"

position of ~President which _he O'Brien, Thomas O'Loughlin and|. ..

‘had resigned - some - months pre-; Thomas Lynch.
The novel meth

'was appointed Treasurer, and with
} Wi-ll-i_am'S-_Pr'e“nd'erga$t - of - Clonmel
elected Secretary, -the three main | ... e - p A
posts - i the organisation  were f’cm?ed 1n 'th? ___ngxt. a_,rtw:.le.f s

viously.” R:J. Frewen, of Aherlow, ' | hod 'by Whlch the

dispute at the County Convention{. .
was eventually settled will "be___"jde'-'_* _,

‘held by Tipperary men. Very Rev.
[ Eugens: Sheehy, . PP was - elected

| Limerick ;. representative . on' the *~ | e
| Central Councilz<a: body: that ‘in- VA AT .-
K

P |

{cluded three other priests — Rev.
¢ Buekley (CGork), -Rev, J. . Can-

I.cannon  (Offaly) “and: Rev. J: Me-

1887 AllIreland Hurling and Foot-
|pall ' Chainpionships, were Pro-
| ceeded with.,. -~ =~ 0o
"~ A" crux arose 'in Limerick be-
cause of ‘the! split at the County
Y Convention “and ‘this . was respon-

a

|-sible ‘for the failure of Sarsfields

| County tq participate "in the first
hurling - championship. Actually
| twa teams—Murroe and .Castlecon:
nell -~ representing- the: riva.
‘Boards, travelled 'to fulfil the en
-agement against Tullaroan L(Kil
kenny) but agréement could not-be
I'reached as to. which was rightly
entjtled ' to participate, ~and the

Noresiders got 'a walk-over. ...

LIMERICK’S FIRST FOOTBALI
ST CHAMPIONSHYP. .
By contrast, Limerick’s partici-

‘pation ' in_‘the . foothall Champion-
“Shin  was combpletely . ~successful
and. they brought. to the County.
the  first Gaelic football champion-
ship .ever decided. ~under Gaelic
rules. . L
" “he Commercials were affiliated
to the. Board presided . over by
| Paddy O’Brien, and their great
All-Treland triumph was one of the

outstanding events in the -history
of that Board-—gaining it a status
‘and .support that proved of, great
| assistance  in .- the - subsequent
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(GDNTINUEQ)

A '7'ER “the “incident at the:-
Ceunty Conventlen of Decem~_

ber 30th 11887, when, following -
re-elaction of Paddy OBrlen
(“T‘Wem:y‘ ) 'to. thé chair" Aby 71
votes; to, 59 for, Bob Coll),

ber tﬂf de gates led by Very Rev.
Eugerie. Sheehy, "P.P., withdrew,
and: held 4 meetmg‘ ‘which . formed

a rwel Coumt
centmued 10. Iunctwn in Limerick,
and ‘each “organised County C]:;am-
pmns;hlps in hul:lmg and football,
The “guestion - of “the - -split
amengst the Sha.nnonelde (Gaels
was -diseussed at a ‘meeting o
Central Council held in- Dublin on
April 2@th 21888, “and’ it -was - deci-

ded te get the winners under each

hody ‘to glay off * for ' the . County
finals an
the di‘vision to a close.
APPEAIJNG GAMEES
Thig - Tesultéd in two
which wWere prebably the most ap-
pealing in. the many played durmg
the earl “years .of the. G.A.A, ~
In~ hurling South .Liberties,
‘représenting ‘the " "O'Brien’ Board
had .ds” eppenents, Murree “who

were ‘afliated to the break-awa.y'

body: ‘whilst; in feetball Commer-
cials’ represented the’ ofﬁciel Board |
‘and St Michael’s -were :the winners
of. the competition - uindeér the aus-~
pices:.of the Father . Sheechy Board.

AsSthe, reader will -understand,
the ¢oming together of such fam-

ous- teams—-—-—-the quartette had met"
gear ‘#hd provided a g

unendmg_"‘
‘grd- under all the confiict-

the- prevmus
- sujiecession
thrills::
ing. ciréumetances, “created excite-
ment: bordering -on’ sehsation, and
preparations for the. great contests
cemmenced immedigtely.: -
“The* yenue -selected -wes - Creem,

almost

where elabore.te “precautions ‘were |

games-
Woula be “played: in strict acecord-
“The' Central

‘taken'to ‘ehsure--that - -the

ance “With- the rules.”

| _C»euhcll appeinted Mr T ehn Cul-

linane*: Of Bansha,. whe was a
power -in. Inmeelf to . act .as
referge;. '

The crewd wa,s one ef the .great—

est ever to see” County Champion--|;
‘special

ship ‘games, 'and sSeveral
‘traing- ran from ‘the city te accom-
mod&te *‘the blf; numbers anxmuﬁ‘
to see {the mes
"TRIBU TO CROOI\I.
Croom ‘Tose to-the great occasion
in magn
were - -the - -fleld - arrangements,
well . marshalled the “record gath-
ermg 0L ° peOple ang so’ cempletel
“was - order-.

......

that h1sterlc venue, Wwhere superb

arrangements,” good -order and fair

pley jave ever -remdined charac-
terlsj:ws < Wwhen- important 1ssues
are sgt: there ‘for ‘decision. =
Sonie years ago I "got: frem a,
veteran
of thdt +historic¢” -Qeeasion.
how "He' described it -
- Under ‘a - blazing -

both tediis Tined. up in the uniquely

la1d eut ﬁeld neatly cwt and relled;'

ook ¢

. 'centrel and won readily, 2*8

the

a num-

‘sun -
Board, two Boards

of the.

1and Very

- 1led the Murtoe team on fo the
games:

as. .

‘1 sides

iﬂcent fashion, So perfect that onward he haa only to WatCh.

{the ball,

Y PLAYED FAST AND FURIOUS |

ma,lntalned that the |
The - play kept grewing fast and

seed of. peptﬂlarity was sown -for-

langd. with the

‘Gael ‘& "vivid -pen picture
IIere 13'
. | lightning passed to Con Sheehan,

 |hgndkerchiefs . flying
{were like &an. ominous shower - over

m the concludme* article.

N a Gael

) (By . SEAMUS 0 GEALLAIGH)
The Murre

*wish to  see,” while the South
leertles ' Wea,ririg
Jerseys, although*a much lighter

team, did not take from the beauty

of. the picture which the dazzlitﬁg_‘
€

"The huge crowd . were accommo-'

left 5park11ng ‘before
eager multitude. -

| dated in very clever way by the
capital device -adopted -by the

orderligs on the fleld in directing

ithe first five lines of spectaters to

lie, kneel or. Slt de“wn. o

Very - Rev. T, Halpih PP,
Donoughmore, who accompamed -
the Liberties  and mounted on

jihorseback arad up - and. down
1o Summen a conve:ntion_.- P & Up

of Gaels -with"a view to bringmg'---

the margm between players and
spectatorg at one side of the ﬂeld
Rev. Father Sheehy, who

field, vecupied a s;mllar position
on foot at the other' side.

I REFEREE'S. DETERMINATION
| the
referea’s determmatlon to enforce

The first . indieation’

- of
his will was seen when, in no lady
like fa.shmn, e foreed the. werlds
champion weight thrower, - Ned
O’Grady, from a pOSIthIl Wthh he
had taken up:- |
‘Aftep that inmdent the play
opened ‘From -the outset “thrill fol-
loweqd ' thrill, the ball: frequertly
travelling frem end. to end of the
pitch without touching the ground,
and ' players flinging themselves
against edach other like . ‘battering
rams, while the. <c¢lashing ef ash

s

. seunded like a battle charge.

The.: spectaters were kep £

¢ame the ball from the . gallant de=
fenders, = to raise - the
clieers ‘of the other side,
went on the historic game with
grim . determination. ‘and  traly

-beca.me evident that determina-

tion fo achieve v1ct0ry led to =a

‘team, wearing - spark-:
1ling ‘white shlrts, looked as fine a
ipicture of manhood as one -could

green ang gold

pell-.
botind, and just as fellowers of the
| respectwe ‘teams . would be ready
for an outburst, at what. should
appear. .an 1mmment score, back

fr&ntlc.:
‘and ‘so-

spertlng behaviour to the 1nterval.
|without any ‘score being re,glstered‘
by either team. - |
When. play wds resumed it seon

Keenness that .called for’ the inter-

|ventioh of the referee; whoseé comi-
obli ed’ both.
“they

mandmg ‘influence
‘to - understand’ “that

should pla.v the game, and from

furious ang  for twenty further
minutes the. . teams were " still -
Ehey started, with’ exeitement
ense,

m—
Two minutes more passed,
ball in. Murroe
ground the fortunes of  ‘war - fav-
oured the jgreen and gelcl Johnny
-Connell got possession, - and. like

who, with a marvellous: shot - from
an _acute a,ngle scored & point
immediately: over  the -cross bar,

~ [amidst a frantw outburst.of cheer-

ing, and a scene that baffled . de-
scription. Hats, sticks, hurleys and
in the  air

and around the pitch.

When  the excitement subsided

'Jplay resumed, and with- enly eight

minutes. rema:mt:(g Murroe ' made
superhurman efforts to - score€,. . but
determination ruled supreme with
the Liberties.defence. It.was a ter-
rific tussle to the last stroke, when

|the referee’s whistle was tha sig-
|nal for a scene of Jubilatmn never

to-be forgotten — a  triumph ‘not
‘alone for a great Liberties team.

|but for -the regularly Cornstituted
{Board—that un er Paddy Q’Bmene
Pres1dency 0 3
| The . feetball came ae samethmg
Yof &n anti- climax e o DaIT 3,

: cirie j'ef:"’?éhe“'hj"’ 5 h-}

Eg‘i*ea'fmﬁi%fl%ﬁa ]
the 1887 Pinal was
lights of that year-—and ong of the
hardest’ games Coinmercials played

in the entire séries, which included |

the matches which broug“ht them
‘the coveted honour: .of fArsk. All-
Ireland senior football champions.

“The Croom . meeting - proved . g

| vigorous match of fast, open foét-.
rained |

ball, but Cemmercials early
0 ene
pmnt ~
e AN ANTEGLIMAX
- It was a dlsappointing endmfg
to a great day, but  the ‘double
triumph of the representatives of .
the “Old” Board, as most of the
‘veteran -Gaels ‘remember it, put

that hodv in -the aseendent .and.

considerably : strengthened ‘the

ha.nd of ‘Paddy O’Brien. -
‘His. re-electmn at the subsequent.

“umty” Convention,” and the events.

which followed will be described

+




- widely
- ated w1th if:not -actually reflecting

(CONTINUED)

HE special Limerick Conventlon%
Central

summoned by - the
Council, with the’ object of resolv-
ing the situation existing in the
County because of'the fact that two
'County Boards were claiming the
roght te funetmn - assembled --on
June 11th, 1888, Wlth. Mr, R. J.
Frewen, Treasirer: of: the Centre.l
Council,in the chair,
~ Almost every one of the mnety
ciubs in the county were repreeented.
at the Conventlon
“interest centred,:
Despite pleas, ier umty, and the._

inspiration of-"the great success [P

achieved by the Comnercials in
winning the first- All-Ireland senior
football title, it was evident from
an early ste,p:e in the proceedings
that the election of-a chairman was

going to be a trial of strength be- |
tween the adherents of the rwal‘.

Boards.

- The ne.me of Paddy O’Brien
(“Twenty ”’)"was -put forward as
one who had held the position from:
the inception of the County Board,
and as representing the clubs who

had remasained- loval to the: preperlvdt

cons tltuted . Board.

THE I.R.E IN. THE.
: BAOKGBOUND | |
Paddy’'s political.. views were
recoghised as closely associ-

the I.R.B. viewpoint, and he could

port of all elements inside : the
GAA who -were determined on-
makmg that body much more than
‘a mere sporting organisation. -
The Association had . been :Eounded';
at the behest. of; and with
active connivance .of the IRDB,

main very much ifi the background.

Their open agsociation with.the new-
- movement weuld imake it suspect.
and prevent the: aceemphehment of"

the ideal of uniting:the young men

- in a great national-organisation.

But the association had to be kept |y

on the right national. lines, particu- |

larly within.ifhe" connties, and for

that reason-the IR.B. laid great ;
 stress on the ‘necessity. of: having |~

men of etreng national v1ew.e man-
ning its key. ,:p,osts |

NOMINA;:—-—- [ON FOBJ T.-ZI
JEXMIE, -

This was the background to the_
nomination for:the third time. of
Paddy O'Brien; for the position. of
County Che,lrman ‘His, election. on
‘the first occasion: ‘had: been unani-
‘mous. Twelve months later he was
successful. over one of the hest
known figures in the county and a’
powerful athlete, Bob Cell by T1
votes to 89, but the supporters of
the defeated nominee on ' that eev-
casion took the uhusual and -
constitutional course :of" forming“-
another Board rather :than submit
to the jurisdiction“of what then
came to be kncmtn, as. the “ Old ”
Board.

~ The suppertere e;ﬁ the breeke.wey -
Board put against’ ‘him+on. this: oc-)
‘-t.‘Gedfrev

casion a very- strong. candidate in:

“the person.. of Rev. Ea,ther l‘ltlli'lll-l;;'
o

worth—a. .. prlest %e pulamy
great majority:.. the clubs and
one who had not been involvd in any
- of the controversieg so ‘widespread,
and at times bltter, ef the preceding'
months.,
- There was; eene;tqlere.ble dlscuesien.
before a vofel wag. taken, .and the
credentials: eﬁe hie: - ass
gates were: seruti
alegation ' that -‘somiel were. ‘present
" who Were.not membgts of the clubs-
they purportéd: to/represent. .
Eventually everything was. reper—
ted in order, and..amidst much: ten-
sion the delegaiﬁege cm thelm veﬁes_

~ The resuit was g triu

Iwas - e,nneunced Verv Rev. .
{Sheehy, P.P., the chief; arehitect of |
{the brea.kaway Board; - declared h1e~.-

h .
‘in which muc lrecognise the new Board, and at hlS'

lletics

{seme ﬁne performances,,

(By SEAMUS 0 CRALLAIGH)

O’Brien who was returned County |
Chalrman for the third succegsive
time by 123 votes to 86 for PFagher
Dunworth. -

- PRIESTS AND OTHER
 DELEGATES: Wmm QUT.
That ‘should: heve seftled;the issue

but it dig- not. -

supperters were - not, prepared

suggestion a number of otheér
walked out: of the Convention.
wThe others carried on, and they
appointed Mr. D. H. Eiddy as Sec-
retary to  the County. Board, and
Mr. H. B, Dmneen, I—Iandmnpper for
the: Ceunty

Shortly. efterwerds Rev Fe.ther

O'Mdhony, of Killeedy, submitted
a. long complaint to the. Central
Counci)- regarding: the: eonstitution
of the Convention; but the govern-

ing bodv  after _considering: it de-

jcided. that no e.ctlen sheu;ld; he

taken T

. This was a neteble year fer ath-
Ane Limemek and: Paddy
O’Bnen played a~very active part
in- the work associated: with- the

lorganisation: of three great meetings

certainly count. on the loyal eup—-‘_'i:that season. at the Markets Field.

The first- was under the auspices

|of the Commercials: Club and: saw

which,

however; paled to insignifi

"-’befere the raighty deeds recorded

the.

but circumstancés. a.t the time dic- . ﬁ
 tated the situation: Whieh made 11.__"

imperative that: the 'sponsors re-.

-fDe.vin
.,De.vitt to: send a team of plckedf

L etanﬂm»de,
{weight
Limerick, however wag the fact
that the tWwo. MeCa,nthye and Jack

e Totowing an |

th etie ch : 'f.;ionshl
“venue on: Augrust 5th, 1888,
- world’s

Zlen Shanahan made: -

grand:- return

of 50 ft. 0% in.:

Real ‘and-Dr.:J. C; Daly

cCarthy, of Kilfinane, proved
best all: rounder at the. meetlng,
drawing honours in the weights,
sprintsand jumps..

recorded;.

‘The. Central Ceuncﬂ a short tnne"
prev:euelv had accepted a suggest-

its - President, Maurice
backed bv M’mhael

from:.
ablw

[‘1. A

to tour:

The object

fhurler:s and ‘athletes
America: and: €anada. -

Limerick was: reflected. in the fact

1that ‘seven of the: fifty selected to.
glel.ge the trip.were natives of Sars-
j fie
C. Daly,. Dmm:m, ‘Willie: Real; ]l;al- -,
an
Jack: MeCerthy,-

‘county. Thev were—Dr.

las: Dan Shanahan, Kilfinane-
Murroe;. |
Michael- and: Jack Connery, of the

‘Staken ‘Wallace: Club, Kilfinane, |
DE A GREAT IMPRESSION.

Tﬁh*e "“m“vactere " made a- great im:

paxtmulerlv
events. - U fentunete

Connery: remained. in. America.
When the next County Convention
aesemb‘led Paddy  O'Brien, laden

with le.urels mﬁmated his mtentleni._-
{of - not - ﬁcentestmg' the. chair again.’
Some grand  tributes were paid to6:-
hlS remarkable work fer the games|

the_GAA in Limerick on a sound
bgsis, .despite
wouldr -have. discouraged and dis-
illusioned. Most mern. .

cleee mtenest in: the affdirs of the
GALAL to the end of hig days.

a big. 195,3, to the still young Associ-
ation, who: mourned- his. passing as
_.;tha;t of 4. fa;ther -That Paddy

netfer;g‘ ¥ten is; best 111uetrated m
the  fact: th&t & elument- to his

memory- i'srshortlv t(:r be re,leed over
-h1s re,ve. N S E R SRR

“When. t'he result |
Eugene:

riests -and: several club: delegates |

annual All-Ireland |
‘at the Lime-

record with: the running hep, step
and jump:- with the
whilst both Willie |
‘beat the-
existing world ﬁguree in putting the:
56.1bs, ‘With follow. - The .same pair:
Were also. close to the world’s best

]ilrltting: the 28 1bs: weight; whilst

.Fhe County Board held a meetlng_
a. month. later where the perform-
‘ances were ‘again  top class;, with
. [ Some eneeptlenally ﬁne ﬁgures belng.

was to introduce: the games of the
Gael to the New World, and to
forge a 'link with the exﬂes which’
weuld he of benefit to the GAA'

lin after years. -
b Plie streng?th of the Asseemtlen in-

presgion.and set new Amemce,n‘--'

cance |

e

the |
“for-

ence: mede te the ﬂne organising
—ability he’ displayed in. establishing

opposition which

‘Altheugh - retired- Peddy took &

His
death in the. early part of 1902. was



