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By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

1te eur-

| f.??l’f rounding eeuntrye1de-~m fact
the~ area- ~within easy” weycling dis-
| tamee, -even  in these . -days when
“ the™ “humble blcyele is: mo. longer-
the  vehicle for e.nythmg “in  the’
ne.ture of an - ambitious
when - in mlleage—-—helds ‘an. -undis-,
putedly high - reckoned . place 1n

| | We ‘have
Irish. .athletic. “history. ~and. athletes to give a Whit Mon-:

only to ‘call in evidencé the near
proximity of . the: blrthpleeee - of
such famed.: ﬁgures as the greatest
athletic . family  of ‘all - ‘time—the :
far fa.med Teahys of- Cregane; the.
equally famous. J.. J..
Johin, Flanagarn of Kﬂmellock and"
the “great bunch of" "other world
‘beaters that meluded -stich -names
as ‘DPan She.nahan, Pe.dtl Ryan,i
Willie' Real and - Jack .’Grady,
*W1theut delving . any. dieepeg: into
the.  storehouse —of memory : where.
we find enshrined a collection’ of
‘names ‘that ‘ensured Limerick an
athletic- mastery in their day that
“would require almost an Olymplc
Games io. rival now.
' - GREAT ALLROUNBER
J -J. Bresnihan, the great all-
rounder, first breathed God’s pure
country air at Gortroe, a few fur-
- longs from the pleturesqt:Le little
village of Castletown, about  the
year 1883. Around the same per-
iod and in the same neighbour-
hood was born the subject of our
sketch: thlS ‘week—Dan O’Connell.
Both grew to
her’; end adurmg their school-going
-days, when .the.. athletic’ heritage
handed ‘down to J. J. Bresnihan,
by his father, Con, a great: weight
shrower: .of the .0lden ‘arena, and |
- his ‘mother’s  side from  the
saually” AWENTY Kiiown:Kielys ‘of- Cul- |
len, -was.: begmnmg fo. blessom in
the young-John Joe the latter had
as companion in- his -earlier. in-
cursions...intao - the rea.lms of  ath-
letics the- “youthful: ‘Dan -O’Connell,

JOLII‘I’].P}”

B Ballyagran

Bresmhan M

‘Board, ‘and the imembers of the!l
“nearly twenty years later presen-

- | land Senior Hurlmg Champion-|

'3-5 te 1-4, Mr. M. Roche of Ca.stle—-

manhood toget-|

- peculiar but very suecessful way

‘His usual assault on an
{ then: a sharp turn and a bea.utlful

irritated ‘his opposite number, but |

who took particular pleasure ‘when |
some of -his  schoolfellows. .chided
him. thh bemg -called: after- the -;
grea‘i: ‘Liberator himself:" 3

athletes .of the old School-—Willie
Cuthbert - and John 'Ronan — the-
pair .were ' making. commendable |
_progrees -ang: dlsple,yed much- pro-
mise.  .Bresnihan, having decided
on tea,chmg as a. profession, 'left
fortraining around theturn of the
century, after which Dan never
foilowed his athletic bent seriously.

He might have persevereg and
cl1mbed some of the heights even-
tually ' attained by his neighbour
and school compamen but for the
fact that hurling came very much

to the.fore in Ballyagran about
this- period. - L
GREAT IﬂVE F‘ORI T’HE

CAMAN.

Dan - soon- showed a greet ‘love
for the caman and it was not very
long before he proveg himself an
adept at the game. Under the cap-
tainey of Mlek Clifford, still happ-
il W11:h us and now one of the
most respected of the old guarg of
Limerick Gaeldom, the Ballyagran
lads went from. success 10 success
‘and it 'was not.long before. their.
prowess earned for the lee,dmg-
players of the fineé coimbination” g
place with the best in the county.

Dan O Connell was one of theee’

picked _represent = Idimerick|
in man:,p a  hard fought
Munster — match, e.nd he had|
‘ag  team  mates ‘quartette

of Be,llyagran men, mcludmg Mick
Clifford, Larry’ Roche' (wno helped |
_leerlck Commercialg - win- 1896
Ali-Ireland. senior football honours
and could have won dual laurels
if luck had favoured

lowing year when: Kllﬁnane WO
the hirling Iaerele) Barry a.nd‘:
- H. Gibbons.

- We first eneeunter the Be,llya
gre,n Iads on March-2nd,- 1902 -at
Broadford where they' ﬂgured in |
great game with Monegay,

My, -1, D, O'Brien refereed.

| | T;’HCEIR FIRST WIN.
Be.llyagre,ns first win came

decisive fashion when they visited

Bruree andg beet the loce,l lads 07 |

to. 0-6.
. They travelled to Neweaetle
West on June 29th, 1902, and  the
result was a sound trouncmg from:
Monegay, 6-8 to 1-0. 'That might
have proved discouraging but for
‘the fact that the Western Ilads
shortly afterwards fought their
way to the County final, in which
they  wers narrowly beeten by
- Young Irelands,
struggle.
The Ballyagran lads really hit
the high spots on September. 21st,
1902, when in the final of the.Lis-
carroll senior ‘hurling  tournament,
they beat a great Cork erlde—Bally—
hea—1:3 to 1-2, af iter a magnificent
game of fast, excrtme* hurling,
' THE WINN ING PLAYERS.,
. Mr, D, Fitzgibbon, of Lisearroll,
referéed, and the winning pleyers
were: M. Clifford. (captain),
O’Leary, E. Watson, W O’Keeffe
P. O'Keeffe, M. Barry, M. Fitz 1b-
- bon, M. ODenovan D. Cennell

T, J. Lieahy,-P. Suullwezn ‘M. Bres-

‘nihan, J. MJeCar:th’v Chfferd J.
_Burke P, Burns, M. Casey
‘The efﬁeere of the Be,llyae*ran

Club -at the pemed were: P, J.
Kelly Chaxrm;a.n ,,,,,,, M) hemas Chawke,
Treasurer and 2. Kelly, NT
Secretary., -

Mick Cii fferds beye epened 1903 |

in sterlmg fashion by defeating
Croom, 210 to ~1:3;,
Teurnament Thev followed this up
with a defeat of Dromkeen, 3-10 to
0-3, in the same eempetltmn only

| Da.n 8
‘soon righted matters.

Wader the able guldance of - two f.ga,mes' |

“hea, one of Cork’s best teams. The|
see~saw - of  victory and  defeat
worked out very even in the long

-'ShlpSr were cemented between the

able to help Ballyagran in the|
1807 County,” Senior Hurling |
'. 'Ohamplensth - Final played at|

1908, and which Caherline W{)n 3-—8
to 0—-1 | |
The

T Murphy,

‘he setfled in Concord, Sydney, and

‘cess., He did not forget the hur-j
ling,

him-the- fol- |

and i
were beaten narrowly, 2-2 to 1—2 -

Cin |

after a - terrific |

in  the Bruff |

- When, - leenek lined eut against
Clare in the 1904 Munster: uhampu
ionship at the Markets Field, the
Ballyae'ren lads ‘representing then:
County for the first time were M, .
Clifforg and E. Glbben'-‘s leerlck |
won, 2-% to-¥1: .
EXHBITI.N IN LONDON
A short time later, when Lime-,

rick selected a' group of. hurlers'

exhibition in London, the |

' representation  had
grown to four—M. Barry and Dan
0O'Conpnell  joining' the pair alree,dy,
'lnentloned |

The Shannonside lads arrived mf
the London Metropolis on Sunday
‘morning and remained there un-i
til Tuesday night, being lavishly|
entertained by Liam McCarthy,!

President of the London County

day

Irish - National Club. It will be re-
membered that Iiam McCarthy|

ted  the great challenge Cup that|
is now the trophy for the All-Ire-}

ship, and of which Limerick were
the first hoiders in 1921. - ;

Ballyagran worked their way toi
the semi-final of the ‘Ballingarry |
Hurling Tournament. in which -
they were defeated byi Rathkeale, |

niahon, refereed.
A TOWER OF STREN GTH.
‘The genial, popular, good hum- |
oured Dan was a tower of|
strength to the Ballyagran lads. A |
most dependable back, he had =&
- an eppenent

of outwitting

incoming

ball was to snap out his right
hand for a quick catch overhead, |

long drive from the JYeft. The |
speed of the movement often

genial smile thepn came to;
the rescue, It was 1rres1st1ble and |

Undoubtedly, the most exmtmg

that great Be.llyagran
team played were agamst Bally-|

run, and some long lasting friend-|

e B

players,
One of the b1g d1sappo1ntmentss
Dan:suffered was when he was un-|

Markets Field on February 16th,|

- THE BALLYAGRAN TEAM, |
Ballyagran team en that
oeeaemn Was ;-

M. Ciliffordi (Capt.), P O'Leary,
bA Medxg&n O’Dene— -
van, M, Bresnihan, J. Shanahan,
J. Cagney, D Geary, .T Blake, M. |
‘Barry, M, Griffin, J. Burns, P.
Naughton, J. McCarthy M. Ryan
Hurling in Ballyagran declined
following that defeat and suffered |
a further blow sometime later
when Dan left for Australia, where |

parr-mp—

soon. proved an outstandmg suc-

and for many further sea-|
sons he proved - his - worth on
many ‘a hard feught field. He
played . for New .South Wales!
against Victoria in many - hectic
struggles for State supremacy, and |
in 1924 - realised a cherished am-;
bition. when he get a  hurling
tclub,_actually going in Concord, of
which he became first captain, sub-

‘sequently being appointed organi-

ser, a pest he he]d for very many

years
d:i_ed the Irlsh

~“When Dan

;celeny in Australia” pald well de-

served tribute to one who had

'served his country and 1te ga,mee

fin. sterhng manner.

a—

...............

to go down before Caherlme
to 09 in the semi-final. T
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