volved for the revival of the an-

F]‘“'W weeks ago, ‘when tiea,lmg
with: the career of Mick Mal-

one, 1 coupled- his natne with that
of Jehn O Cennell ds the two most
prominent leerlck hurlers . of
their day. :

On that occasion we traced the-.
rise of hurhng' in Limerick, ahd
‘discovered that the game had
taken root in the eity and sur-
- rounding districts even before the
G.A A was formed.
- John O'Connell, or “Johnny Con=
nell” as he was more poplﬂarly
calied, hailed from the Resbmen
| dlstm(‘t which Was the centre
“about Whlch the movement re-

cient pa,etlme Thig gained momen~
“tum in the  early ’eightiés, and
- Johrny was one of the first yeuthe
to wield the caméan in  Linderick,
- anticipating the founding of the
GAA BY a ceuple of years,

The pioheers, a smiall group .
the time but  very: enthusmstm,.
quickly . attracted = interest;
| greﬂually ‘the . numbers weré re-ih-
forced, . ~until .soon all the yeung;-
men’ it the 'immedmte ahd  Sur-

rounding digtricts were, equipped |

with a hurley of seme déSCI‘lpth"l'
- and ehgagéd in the “puek about”,
~as the Odrly practices werd called.
As ‘the cirele widened hurlm .
gained a  grip  in the city;, %
;'_'whilst the. réots were extendmg in
remarkable fashion, Jehnny Con-
nell, Jack Malone, and their asst)cm-
tes  were. considering ways  dnd

at |

and |

of

Sbuth leerhes
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*anythlng in the nature of set rules,
it miist be put on récord that noth-
ing in the way of an: -unseemly or

unpleasant incident marred the en-
joyment of a nmemorable occasion.. |

And to make maftters more attrac-

of supremacy undecidéd,

mdente and thrilling exchanges at

| Rosbrien sharpeneéd interest in the

re-play, with the result that a huge

whern .thé teams lined up fer their

Isedorid meeting, This Was another
werth—whlle exh1b1t10n -of hurling. |
It was eontested ih a very deter-

iined but redl 8portihg = manner,
and erdad in a. nari'tiw: success for

geived Wlth great Jubﬂetlen in Res-—
Pbrien
LENGE FROM NGRTI—I
L TIPPFERARY. -
By this time the fame of the
Shamreeke had. spread to the ad-
joining counties, and one fine day
there arrived a challenge from Kin-

-----

cora, a team hailing from the Norm_

Tipperary district..

......

on we.s Ballinsa.

the vente agreed
ing of G.A A history, for.  tlieir
gati 'Wl‘t ‘Kincora -was the ﬁrst,
1nter—cduh y tlub match played in
Munster.

- The Tlpperary men won by a
goal;. and - Kificora madé the event
an hhforgettable one by the hospi-

“means of bringing some sort of

" order. intog..the. propagation efforts.

| INS‘PIR&TION BORN IN A |
SHOWER!

_ table nianner

in which they re-
ewed the . leerlck men, who
were lavishly entertamed after the

Eveﬁmahy the idéa of some sort '
of a ¢lub took réot; &nd it is oh
that the first ‘*general meeting,”. if
you like to éall it such, from. whieh
© a hurling élib W&§ formiea by tHe
- Shannon, "Wa§: actually just a dig:
cussion” between & “group of theé!
Rosbrien * hurlers; - while ta.kmg!
shelter frem a shower of rain.

Theréd 1§ a bit' of romance, teo,
associated with the: nammg ef that
first Hurling team. It was an early
- Mareh 44y in- 1889, and thoughts
werd probably turnmg to. St. Pate
rick. Anyway, one, o6f thé party
plucked soiie of the “dear little
~ plant,” fresh and green after its
'_"shower ‘bath; and from  this little .
- act came the inspiration to ChI"IS-"
ten. the club “Shamrecks I

The nameé madé an 1mmed1ate
appeal;, aiid so camé into beihg, tha
first Taimerick Hirling club: News
of thé formation of the élub spread |
like wildfire; and there wasg soon a
- clamour for melibérship that ‘W&S'
almost embarassing, However; ins
 terést was now centréd  motée tﬁﬁn
ever on the ganmie of hurhng, and
from that day forward the: lure of th
“the caman. has proved irresistible
“to eeunﬂees ‘soris of Sarsﬁeid
‘Couhty.

‘The first . great farward meve in
© the development of thé game on & |
competitive basis came . with . the
formatién of 4 eeeeiildclub, wﬁleh

provided stimulating of ypoSition and
| the ﬁrst ﬁpph??ﬁ’unity for the otgan-
 ising of-a ‘match. under &  sét of

ruley whith ‘Wére to-prove the fore- |
rufiiiér of - those under which the
| GA A Iaterhregulated play |

qE NG JLUB.
_ St Michae"i" "_---'-«;i-eemperanee}
8 .gies the; he‘neur Of foqn&h-?-
ing’ I_emerlek"s sewnd hurhng elulb.:
~Then. youhg: an. _e:uétef'ﬂee ‘but. al | -:1
" -reedy numerzeelliﬁ;«“ﬂ,z%d mﬁuentﬁlly

'

[ .

| all the way and
Abl& énthusigsin. Youths were left
¢ with &xcitement along .
f-f-fhes Wwhile the hatg of the

“eould. bé seen fiying iﬁ,-j'-"*“peetaeular fashion; -

. only point. ef the game ermdst Wild-:
éi’l

pdrié: Miisie and sorig Wwhiled away
the pleasant hours, and this
great social gatherlng betweéen the

Gasels of leerlek and Tipperary

nirtured . a  wearn - friendship . that
has we&thefed the. paSsage of the
L years. .

A _return e,tc:_h wasg
tor Resbriéd which
cedented interest. The Tipperary
centmgent were acconipanied by &

arranged

spléndid ‘bard, dreesed ig attractive

uriforms, Wwhile  the Boherbuoy
Band, led by their populai:' band-
'master the late Tom O’Brien,'

.he&ded g, gfeat concourse frem the
ity to the Scene of battle. .

THRITLPACKED STRUGGLE,
It was a thrill- packed struggle,
again f6iight in frue sporting spirit,
and the stenks and  execitément. ef

tthe eécasien left fibt alone a- 14&t-

ing impression but actually drove
the popiildce {tring mad. |
‘Puring,  the mateh one of the
Shamrock’s team, Wiilie Nugent, a
splendia type of natural hurler; was
acdiﬁeﬁtally Kit 6n thée head and

| sueta@ﬁéd a Bad wound from which

¢ bléd profilsely. Sticking plaster
and yandages were the first &id ap-

.pligations; and while most thought

that his next move would be. to
Hoite htﬁspitai for atténtion, the

crowd. got a real thriil to eee ‘the |
and |

woiiided player; blood stained
b&ﬁdaged; not alone back on his
feet,; - but renewmg abquamtanee
W1th ‘the gaifig: #nid with such ex~
tendegd vigour thdt he gained the
adiiirationi of the Ii‘lmtltude, many
bf whoth were viewing & hurling
‘mateh for thé first time,

It was & gamié of inténge mterest.
arouse

treniblmg
thg "
8f ﬁl t-.could. ]

the -air, w’hlch was:

Iﬁa
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n thelr hapd at the anclent _'game G

the  Gael.. - |
-~ It was enIy 8 matter of tlme HOW,; |
- of course,  until the rlvalry that
was . undeubtedly ih evidence in the.
practice fields found- expression in
a ‘“‘challenge,”- and 1o tirieé was lost
in drranging  a méeting between
the palr — g .hiatch that earns it§
- place in hurling history as ‘the Arst |
fought out under thé heading of

1 §décess ; of the 'Balhna"game "a..nd

'maining overnigh
JOHNNY CONNELL’S GREAT |

L i'*‘ 2 ':.;H_ﬁ r W@ﬁh
egiliterifig

by
 ihe . ex#ict samie margin: They . after- |

'Wa,rde seored also at the festive |
board . wheré they were entertgined;
on an elaborate §éale, actually re-,

ht in the ¢€ity..

DISPLAY.
THe evefits of that great day es-
tabhshed hurling on .a firm, feun-
dation in leemek and it 13 ‘ot

clubs in Limerick. And the teams. |
were the Shamrocks and St. Mich-
ael 8. Roebriﬂe;n eentre ef the re-
eneugh the veniie.

Word of the propesed game

spread qulekly and tremendous 6X< g

citement gflppéd thé immedisdte
- supporters—of both ¢liubs: This soon
spread to a good proportion of tHe
citizéhs, edarly evidehce that the
 gamé of hurling was one that could
- grip the imagination of the popu-
lace and prevlde thrllls in ample
-""'measure

| MA‘T‘OH ARGUSED GI{EAT

WNTHUSIASM.

THe mafch, when it did come off; g

aroussd remarkable - eénthusiasm.

Before a splendid crowd the hur-.|

out of  place. to . say here that
Johtifty Connell addsd much to the
glakiour of thé ocddsion by his al-
most inspired
forward lind, Pitted against one of
‘Tipperary’s best he gave an unfor-

his quigk Hittidg methods winning
for him a host of admirers.
Ohe {fdmedidte résult was that
clubs sprang: everywhere but par-
ticularly inh the’ city area, where
something like twenty-ﬁve teams

were shortly to be counted — a rée-.

tive ‘the - result was ineenuluswe—-
a drawn battle which left the 1seue.

. The ‘acedunts ef the: exeltlng in-

crowd ‘were at the Ieland Bield -

Shamiroeks, a vésult that was: ré-

The challenge. was 'accepted and

Agam Shamrocks were in the mak-

first-

areused unpre- |

la prev1ous a.r1

thi§ jurcturé Johnny
" podségsinn, and instead of makmg-

rermark-

thén "a et Vi
ueﬂm fef‘m of endorsing apprecia-

0L & perferm‘e.neef' -
Jeabure on the a,eh-'..

'_ J » :..i__x_.;;,“._-_r_,__:*é M * . 3 o X ) -. ; :a
ef ‘the fa;meus eld team in 1804
when the Parnell’ “Split” Wrecle g
great
clubs of thé early G.A.A. days. Un--,
his retirement he ceuld beast ef_.-._'

display in the half-|

ettable exhibition o¢f the code —;

weakened Nearly every dlstrlet
and society orgamsed a téam, and!
with these cldiming their 1mmed—

change was soon . in evidence. -

- The . old Rosbrien -
me.,mly patremsed by hiurlers from
Mungret; @ Creécora, leneughmere

and Kneekea, as. Well as by & num-
bér from the St Michael's parish
of the elty, 4rid - when the' famed.
Shamtocks dlelntegregated

FINDING A SUITABIE NAME

of tetaining the old “Shamrocks”,
‘others. felt- that & more distinctive:
namnie was now essential-—one Jink-

found genetal agreemient to . His
propoeal that 44 all the pe.rlshes
comprising

that the Club- be called
Libertiés. Y The new Club was well

and truly christened that = night,

ling history by the Shannen
Johnny Connell was
birthH of the “Liberties” and was to

years. Also in for the initial meet-
ing was - his brother, Michael,

to the_ fbre Wlth them m

years.

of its leaimg menibers. Thé sub:

threw everythiﬁ%r
tablishing the Clu
and how well he succeeded should

ual obis erver.
HIS GREATEST GAME

edly

in the county, -a& happy aftermath

{that repaired most of the damage |
caused by the disasterous split that |

kept Limérick hirlers from com-
peting i the Hrst great fight for
All-Ireland honours.

THére wae never siich an attend-

lancé at any colinty 'mateh ag that

agstmpled to withess the gréat con-

ment of the dispute at stake but
two teams of outstanding memt
Were to meet The game was dé-

"1'-.-’=

gth in the. course of

clevirtivds of Johnny Conneéll ‘Whlch

demded the issue on that occasion.
it wa§ a vigorous,. thrilling and

sparkling dlspla,y " of top gedred

Ww&s no.score for either side..

an efiort. to score hiniself, he dis-
ppolnted the defence by passing
‘the ball.if an Unexpécted direction,
wheére. Con Sheshan lay unimarked.
Thé latter: took hls oppertumty 1in
scoring . the

".exmtement -

iy

 havoe With 40 ma:ny of the

. EN '“‘\ -

with the “sweeping tWenty-enes

served; as ﬁttlng reward for many
Iyears devoted to the propagation of
’hurlmg in times when the major-
ity of ouft pebplé knew néxt to

igte friends and neighbours a big

field was

thcy..
goon had’ What was cohsidered first
¢lass materisl to form a. new elub

Were made be-—

 contiriue. with them for mahy long |

be apparent te_ even the mest eae-

JC:Iis greatest gameé was undotibt- |
| the match played against|
_Murree, at Croom, in 1888, when he |
was instrumental in securlng a vie- |
tofy that was not alone a triumph |
fot fis téam but thé means of re-|
-.stefmg unity amongst &l the ¢lubs |

test, for not alone was the settle-|

A riamé had then to be found,
and while many- favoured the idea

ing the teem with a partmular d}.s- |
{trict. - - .

1 M&ﬁy suggest one
| fote Fr&ncm Ba,rtley of Ballysheedyj

— e Sl - Ewe s - .

the membershlp WEre

in the South Liberties of Limerick
“South

_—

and s6 came into existence a comi-|
bination that later made such hur- -_

in_ at the |

whilst another brother Peter caine i
later |

The team went great gune frem |
the start; thanks to the hard werz-r.jf-..

jeet of our. little slkkétch: this week |
he Knew into ‘es- |
ib-on g firm’ basis, |

iele, dnd it is suffi~|
cient  to say. here that it was the|

hurling in which defences shone to'
such an extent that up to within .
eight mintites of full-time . there
At
Cennell get,_

pmnship medals te hlS cred1t Wﬁn.f

‘an achievement that he richly. dé- |

nethlng about the - ancient games

of Irélstd.

connell

|
i

thafkable nufber; probably w1th__!

out parallel aﬁywhere

Sueh 4 wide extension of the
ame natur&lly affected the exist-
ing elubs, for edach new combina-
tion sought some experienced play—

lers played with great  dash and

ere

sideg ebnmderably

ers, with the result that the pion-

eI

ST —

vigour, _and desplte the absence ef,_.

ger

T

No. 66—J’ack Keéane, of Castle-*



