TYIERHAPS few  distrietg - of
4 similar
proguce
‘men ag
parish of
it hag' given ma
various sphereg
the day of 1
are long sinc
infasncy of ¢t
Pleesant men were to the fore. In
those far off days whether in pablic
life, on
athhetic

ny - sons to .t
of athletics; ' yet

‘amusements, the great figures oIl
that lecality were sure to shine. . |

Tocal hurling tournaments were|
times. the fine

~frequent then, oten -
long evenings were whiled awa
with joyous oper-air dancing. ang
on other occasiong a crowd would
congregate at the cross-roads,
where the cream of the local men
would participate in a brief ~but
usually ng athletic . ¢ontest

sizey anywhere: have'|
4@ such a host . of gporting |
the quiet, picturesque little
Mount Pleasant, Though
1o the

its prestige. and. glory)
e gone. It was in the
he G.A.A, the Mount)

the playing piteh,  in . the
eld, on the water "or, at/

whiled' away|
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Killimer, ~ Labasheeda, Klldysart

‘and other nearby centres. L
-Op ong occasion, at a sports
meeting in° Shanagolden, he heat
the great Tim Ahearne of Athea
in the high jump contest. This was
a. particularly brilliant piece of
'work by hinr ag he had. been reap-
ng corn with a scythe for long
nours thie previoug daay. . -~

. Hig gdmirers dubbed. him oneé of
the grandest figures ever to grace

a. sportsfield, and he won the ad-|

"

miration of all ‘who watched  his
iliant ©  perioriman ~ particu--
larly chig' fine gkill and - egse ~at-
‘weight-throwing . and  his typical
“that made him the grand

‘brilliant = performances

—

spring that ms
Ieaper he was,

' WAS VERY VERSATILE.

.. Five feget -eleven incheg. 'was:
- easily within Paddy’s = compass,
‘but had- he taken a mQTe¢ serious
view . of - training angd enjoyed tne
conditions which modern jumpers
regard as a matter of course; there

thrilli ... CQNTESL,
The programme of the latter would
simply consist of a few sprints.
throwing the 56 lbs; weight, some
short -exhibitions ~of  long  Jumping.
and the flight for helght, and then.
mavbe, the long puck and the long
kick. Prizes were provided for the
winners, but the simple = nature of
these can . be. judged from the fact
that théy. usually consisted-of such
items as & packet of cigarettes, an
ounce  of tobacco, or - some -Other
like small commodities. In those
dave @ bit of tobacco or a few cig-
areftes was all some men sought,
and many & great evenings sport
“wag provided witn very little outs
ot the rivalry was as keen as
often experienced @t more preten-
tious venues with big - CUps: and
‘elaborate medals at stake.. -~ -
Mourt Pleasant  certainlv. cob-
tributed much to the athletic-pres-
tige of our county, for in those
happy days of yore it housed a nest
of athleteg of which any other
parish in Ireland might be virtually
proud - Foremaost amongst those Was
“the subjeet of thig little sketchy
Paddv O'Connell, or “Paddy Con-
‘nell the jumper,” as g Wasg univer-

wally known, o
BRIFF - BUT COLOURNUL
“UATHLETIO CAREER.
\ horpn on & . sNuUF

Paddv was
#ich farmstead  sitnated among
' hilleg - and

the picturesque- - little | ,
glens of Upper Mount FPleasant.
eight-five yearsg ago. A 1235028 "‘f
quiet disposition, whose name 13
almost, unknown outside
TLimerick, the . Rl
of the “Kingdom” and that south-
“west portion ot _
stretehing  along = the
Paddy has many
to his credit, for at the zenit C
his power he had few equals at-the
high jumping and the pushing -of
the heavy-weights.  Of equrge the
weights vsed in those days were
of a different species from thgse
of to-day. They were the conieal
ones with- the
monly used in ana Iality
~ That he has not & rpauch: longer

list of honours to his ecredit isdue
mainly to the fact that he - -never
trained bhut worked hard ~on- hig
farm. and in -addition;  he had
‘manv other interests in  the days
h. shopld have devoted to ath-
letics. Thus hig career Wwas fairly
brief but.colourful. with imgst ot
‘nia  bast  performances achieved
at sportg. meetings in: and ~around
his owm: .area; “for cHke cmany.
other of our Irigh athletes he was
fully satisfied with the honours he
proudly won ‘amongst  his own
people” and within his own  pative
‘sphere. Consequently you will not
find hie ~name among the . title
holdera. - 0B~ iR SRV Pe0Ords, . £OX,
| Whenever a meeting: was
held within g convenient radius he
just went, along, mostly en fapt,
and competed:. That  wag ag far
ag hig athletic ambitions took him.

lay, yet

-

-

O'Connell
renown. .

of his deings have survived the
passage of time. He competed in
an era when many of. our: ngrtsv
meetings were rarély méntioned
in the Press. with the result that

‘details of ~hig career and perform-|

anceég are very scanty. . However
we know that he opened his aths
letic stary

| by competing at &
sports meeting beld at Berrigoms,
negr hig native place, and that he
also figured prominently at such
ventieg - as  Askeaton, .= Foynes
Shanagolden, = Glin, =~ Ballyhahill
Carrickerry, Ardagh, Rathkeale,
‘Newcastle West, Adare aud. other
places -around-West Lamerick where
annual sports gaheringg %

f

we learr. of  his ‘sucé

is no' doubt he would: have added
four or five. inches _
ceffort, Like the great 'Tim Icah

v

v

i

4,

- | eniipty ‘handed.

'with many other remarkable feats,

ing activities he enjoyed a splen-

i8S West|
north-east = COrner| 4
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smglt - ring, . COM-~| gy
the shop and farm: lihe
take a deep interest in the activi-
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¢hes to hig.

best

of Cregane, he was tall emough to
-carry -himself - gver a jump of al-

'most seven feet. However, he wag-

of Cregane,

-and in_ the weights, in both of
‘whieh he gave such rtich premise..
He was also ' good :
jump, hop, step and jump and -
a--more thayn ugeful sprinter.

was

¢ | slinging of the 56 lbs, over the bar’

wag g very popular. item .in his
‘hey-day, and at that event Paddy
‘nad-few equals, .

- Although he nev
dieted nor departed from hig. or-
dinary daily work routine, still he
wag always’ in the pink of condi-

tion: and.looked gs fresh as o dalsy
‘when e appesred on the sports-
field, After spending long, tough

dayg digging, ploughing, mowing

or reaping he would on a Sunday
‘gtroll 4long to some  convenient
“sportg meeting and give & few
~creditahle ' performances,

really  creditahle
retyrning from & meeting

" Besides his notable career ‘on
the track, Paddy was also credited

including the jumping - of many
dieult’ wally and gates iy _his local-
ity, And coupled with his sport-

dreputation as a skilled farmer.

cgdid | .
‘He had no master at ploughing
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fully built man, standing six foot
three, and wmgmn% thirteen stone,
Yas aldso & more than uieful hurs
‘ler and wag a- preminept member
of the far famed Mount Pleasant
Mldberators’’ ‘team of - the early
90's; Longafter his retirement from
‘active arena he continued to

ties of the youth of hig native dis-

i

the Borrigone school hurling team

‘during ity existence, along with the
former Club-mate. the late Mick |
Conway. And Paddy's youngest son

its.  outstanding figure in

the strongest man in: Ireland.
" Mount Pleasant is also-the birth-

NOSL seven 1e6t. g ar, 8.8 | the previous segsom.
‘keenly  interested in: hurling and | - Wik POUERS

the call of the caman prevented |
him specialising in the high jurap |

. &t the pole |

ot trained, never |

)

{& useful footballer, and a . good
- fiumper—an | At
“lthat he mnever practised much, being!

i

 period -and district- were “ Cock "

- (GHn) and John Sheehan (Faynes).

1 They were alse good footballers—/|

-Culhane  being a- membér of the|

i

[ Mick Fuery of Glin. -Like Paddyy
| ©'Connell “and = the great Mick|:
‘Heelan of Caherelly, Fuery had no
-designs on thie championship reets|.
 his name among the title holders.
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| also g tal
I step dance
“tor train, . stidl ne. Qiteliuiieh o -
'most of the events at the meetingsf
Nost larg col-|

i broken: sprint

i
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. BOMEN-rtation he atily held at the age of | 1
¥ Corca Bascinn|ga 54 e:_at, Q]d_ at thle age of | 1.
“fine wperformsancesy

t the zenith of\  pagqy whe was a  tall, power-

‘ent

| tieularly around

jthen was Jim Wre

fWrenn p

trict, He was one of the patrons ot

v

content with &n  occasional

N

- Other us

L

"He was fully satisfled with the}
o won close to Iis native
place, and with the high esteem Inj

-people,. A -
“standing fiv

 ponent with the football

b

‘he attended. FHe
| brightest ethletic
| virtually pro
t erities aseert

]
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Cdaal o gt

Tous davs of the af

Knocksnure

449 vards. at _
"Hea also

famed Dan’ Ahearne, of Athea, in a|
hundred yards contest. Besides his|
brillianey ag 4 spriater, he was also,

"

1 despite the faect}

. run

around the fields. -~ . |
“athletes. around this|

n

eful

¢(Athen); T. M. Culhane

Y lgreat Glin. side of 1908, and Shee-|;
“han was on the victorious Foyneg)
¢4 Sraith “O'Briens” comb

_ MICK FUERY OF GLIN.
' Perhaps  owe

and consequently you Wi

T Latisfied with the|

hongurs h

i He was held by his ownf

“whic was - hel
A powerfully

Lt - N T

velve ana & I
wag equally good .at the
‘the ‘high -apd broad ]umps, thz]
weights, and was g first-class €X-)

till he. oftentimes ‘Woll|

‘had 4 .

: LY

—of Wi

lection .of prizes,
ud.

T

he would cert:
records. .

‘properly

- particularly note
panther-like stgpt and D8
' the end. His: DAss

passing in
life was

athleteg during Kuerys
‘day were the Berminghams of
limer: (Clare),

at:

nseful  competitor at LW
useful comp cenm of Tarm
who was & member of the
Kersy team that reached the
Treland final. - Both
t THE GLORIOUS BAYS ARK
GONE: -

 Alag, like that o
‘ereat Limerick  pari

‘and’ namesake kept goal for the

vietorious Borrigone school team.of
the glory dayy of 1928. .
‘They had many famous fi

Chey hod many famous figures in
the Mount Pleasant of Paddy’'s day.
It ig not g
late Jehn .

Neville wag g noted run-

‘ner, whg. in:. hig youth, competed :

gerted as the playing

han jumped from one
¢ other at“the gateway

a;rucceﬂ ully

1-

¢ ‘Riobertafown Parish Church, T
plers, still standin x

‘and ten feet apart, ere the very
same now as an the ac

daring feat W

- 1
g a
L
B

T

4
[

daring feat wag accomplished. The
gate wag closed at the time, and it
ig o record that the crowd gath-
ered - there were struck with awe
at the audacity of the:effort, espe-
ciglly from one who. was the least
boastful and quietest of them . all
The sgme FJohn Houlihan was also.

ANOTHER REMAL
| ' FEAT.

KABLE
 One Sunday |
_Mount Pleasant man, the late Tom

the spiled rallings opposite Askea-

Jton Parish Church. Another neigh-

bour of the afprementioned, Paddy
O’'Connor. of Toomdeely,.

dista:

ceg up to fifteen miles at the
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Y. men ‘aré heard, the hoats ar
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casion the:

o AR LY wasg. . a
famous wallelst, and could walk at

® . more the shoute of -

“fuseful foetballer, - -

' - oned by Jnany seund ju
L S C . pe efender ‘tney. ever
day after Masgs, another: : | o

Stack, perforped the dangeroly and
remarkabl: fcat-of - jumping - over.

g grand district
tnei? fore-fathers: .
e INO.
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The playing pitcl _
fields arve deserted now.
‘the clagh of the ash iz
the local sports. X
glmost . forgetien - Be
Theé open dir dancesy tgoy
more, while the 1e
were oncg ajt a hustle,
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place of M. T. Culhane, a crack)
isprinter; who, for a ' few years
;-‘-hrcéught off -a treble in the 100, 220
jand 449 ' ye
{Annual Pattern Sports,

b . of the foremost/
- gthletes in Ireland of his time was|
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and a fine|
‘Never .4 great hand| .

hich they
Jights wauld bej
And many sound|
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f many othert

gshes, - the glor-|

hletic prestige|

of Mount Pleasant are long past.
' h and athletic{

- Ne morey

¢ heard, andp

of Mount Pleasant |
 piin aréa. Mount Plegsant too, had

- o - this|
category, for Maurice ‘O'Connor, | -
one of itg famed boatmen, who died ;"
just five years ago ‘at the age of!}
75, was reputed in his prime. to bej

gave  somte. brilliant - displays atp
Loughill.. Tarbert, -and Knock (Co.|
Clare). On one occasion at a sports|.
meeting near Glin - he  beat thel

inationr of |

6 feet ten and weigh-i°
the sprints,p
thel:

4 for his quickl|
hig . great|

~muchl
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throwing -in their lot

neignbouring . teams and
them. yeoman service.. .
‘brother of hurler ang
Tom, mentioned . earlier,
played ~with . Askeaton
team
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Some -athleteg of note have come
out of the Mount Pleasant district |
in lagter years. and a few promis- i
i are springing up in tne |
~ old ' admirers |
¥ on. to much higher |
‘adding fresh lustre fo i
strict made famous by |

" No. 94—Garrett.
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