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. By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH f: -

TTALF a

century actively en-
4R -gaged . on work for the
GAVA, i1s the record of Limerick

born P’addy ODonoghue who was
one of the leading men behind
the scenes in the great triumph
of the London GAA at Wembley
'Iast Whit.
- "Paddy has ‘seen the GAA in
England grow from  a  very tiny
- group of ‘enthusiasts to the
“powerful ar;zamsatlon of
owning its own playing pitches,
fine pavilions and now sgbout to
embark on the project of a cen-
tral G.A.A. headguarters
heart of London—a meeting place
where Gaels can foregather when
playing ﬁeld actlwth are ’*not
possible.
~ The ‘start of G.A.A. activities in
London dates back to the <closing
- years. of the last century, and soon
some pouwerful sides came into
existence mainly as a result of 8 |
big - influx of -Irish Workers re-
cruited for large scale road im-
provement projects m the ‘Hnglish

capital. |
‘The Irish brought their games
. their customs with them

and
| cro*ss the -seas, and th1s applied |
to England as much as to the
other -gountries where our exﬂes
are to be located. |
| FIRST FLUSH OF G&ELIC

. REVIVAL.

| The men who crossed ta Lon-
don fmm 1885 ' onwards were|
caught in ~the ‘first flush  of the
. Gaelic  revival, later to be
most quenched in the bitterness

and despair of the Parnell Split.|
powerful |

They were .all big, _
ﬁgures who  were assured of |
plenty of work in the manhy road

re{:t}nstructlon " Schemes - of the
peried . o -
By the year 1857 the influx of

- Irish hurlers snd footballers had
reached such dimensions  that the
formation of severgl clubs was
posmble ~ The first great rallying
cry to the general body of London
Irish went out, however, a vear

earlier—on Eester Monday, 1896.
to be exact—and leerzck Gaels
_played a. big part in its orgamsa-
tion.

‘The venue .for the. great hostmg
was Stamford Bridge, .and con-
tests in hurling, football and ath-
letics
while come-tog‘ether ever
ised  of ~the Irish in London and
the ‘surrounding areas. -

FOOTBALL AND HURLING
«In - football an Irigsh -selection
'beat the pick -of- the - Liondon
exﬂes 3-15" to O‘% Larry Roche,

" a2 member of the Limerick. ‘team

that won the |, All-Ireland title

the Irlcah footba,ll Side '

to-day,

in the

al--

attracted the first worth.
-.organ-

eason. Was mcluded on'

lable interest at the time,-

-

and follow, 156 ft.

The London 'hﬁrlers were not

‘able to muster .a team at  the
period, so . picked teams from
Leinster and Munster made the
trip to -play -the first of the inter-
provincial contests. A great
tussle .

won, 5-7 to 2-8 ~ Six Limerickmen
were ~on -that victorious side:
R. A. Gleeson = (goal) and W.
O’ Dwyer of St.. Mlchael’ -P. Lee-
of Cappamore, and a: Kllmalleck
trio—the - great athlete, = John
Flanagan; T. 'Campi'on and D.
Murphy. '-

- SPORTS MEETING

- In 4*1'1@. sports meeting which fol-'

lowed, John ‘Flanagan broke two
world’s records, at throwing the
16 ‘1b. hammer, with unhmlted run
4 ins., _
from the 9 ft. cirele, 147 feet. He
was also second to T F. Klely in
the running long Jump ‘at 19 ft
6 ins.

The enthusmsm thlS gathermg
evoked resulted in the formation
of a London County .Board ‘and
the organisation of County Cham-
pionships, whieH created consider-

the first extension “of the - GLALA,
beyond the seas, if we ‘except the

slight flutter caused by the wvent-

of Amemca-

which - Wag‘-"Ger,a]dmes far the 1908 ‘rlt]e the

uresome  ‘“invasion”
nine years  earlier.
written off as a failure by many
but which was to brlng forth
plentv of fruit in after vears.

FIRST LON B.N COU&NTY
FITLES.

The first Lendon County tltIeS'

in - hurling and football were or-
ganised - in 1897 and -the Ireland
United team brought off 'a great
double, Wthh were, however
brove their only successe‘s
either -grade. =

The Eml’nets in. hurlm

doubles in 1898 and 1899, by
which permd the games had got.
so strong in London that they
sought and secured entry to the
All-Ireland  senior: hurlmg “and
football title fights,
Strangely enough; it ‘was
hurling the exiles ~.mainly = made
their mark. In the five years
they partlclpated in tlve “All-Ire-
land Senior Football Champion-
ship the ‘best effort from a Lon-
don side was made hy
Hlbernlan*s in. the 1903 final,

l'which they ‘were  beaten by the'-

Tralee Mitchels of Kerry, 0-11 to
0-3, to give the “Kingdom
first of their eighteen tltles
Kerry were affter playing Kildare
three times before qualifying for.
the - play-off with ' London—three
matches WhICh really made Gaelic

footba 11,

.

it proved “whiech, - Munster

markmg'

to;

m-‘ political fields o their renks.

g and the
Hibernians in football brought off |

the |

the

l- r ung 1 relan 1A

[In one of the gT
istaged at

and

{concerning
|they beat Cork- 1-5 to 0«-4 11:1 ano--

|sulted

| GLA.A., ‘however,

Sy

and with the uprise of the

DESPERATE IIARD LUCK

The London lads were .in. des-
perate hard 1lJuck not to ““have |
captured the - All-Ireland Senior

Hurling title at the first effort.
eatest finals_ ever
‘Croke . Park — then
Jones’s Road—they were leading
Tipperary six: points to five Wlth
only two  minutes play remaining.
The crowd were wildly excited as
every Tipperary attack broke be-
fore ‘the rock-like defence of a |
great exile side; in which XKilfin-
ane‘s  Sean, Og I—Ianley pla,yed a.
heroic pa,rt a
~ Tipperary had a last chance
when a London back -whe had
hurled magmﬁcently all through
acmdentaily ‘touched the ball on
the ground right in front. of his
goal.” The entire Tipperary. team

- mfwed down +to the attack, and)

a3 ,the free  was taken a econ-
certed rush ‘carried everythmg
‘before it to the net for the goal
which deprived the exﬂes af a
hlstoery-makmg event - -

STRONGER THAN EVER THE
‘ NEXT YEAR. R

The London  Irish returned
stronger than ever the following
yvear and left no doubt anywhere |
their. supermrlty when.

ther unforgettable final.

The hurlers - made thelr
senior - All-Ireland appeara-nce
1903, and although the footballers
were again -at Jones's Read on.
Qctober 1st, 1909, to play Dublml

}ast

decline had set-in and ‘a *lrop in.
the influx of Irish emigrants re-
in many clubs g@mg out
of existence.
Still the ergamsstzon c;}ntmued;
'bt*m-ng in +he English- Meifro yolle,.
L:r‘aehc
League -and ‘the develapmpnt .of

the Home Rule move:ment & AA

clubs became the centre. of 1rish
activities, ad:tra,ctmg many figures:
later promment in -cultural and

THE FIRST WORLD WAR

The first .great - World “War
brought many activities to a
standstill and sports ﬁxtures ‘were
amongst the first affeeted “The
‘battled oen, . and
de~sp1te a further ‘big declrnp, in

jthe number of clubs the Cham-
dn {P

ionship- competitlons for 1914 and
1915 were fought to. a conclusion.
"Some  of  the ' best workers in
Londcm G.AA:. ranks  crossed .to
Ireland to partwlpate “in the: In-
surrection of 1916, and theu* loss
eventuallv resulted in tqe c"ﬂse
down of all -activity, -
When ‘other: - sports re*sume:;l |
1919, ‘the  War of Indef)endhnce
was just gettmg into its str‘mie in
Ireland, and with “many .aembvers
of the G.A.A. on both qtdﬁ"s “of
the ‘Irish ‘Channel very much, imi-
plicated ‘there W&‘S 1o questwn of
the resumptlcm of - hurlmg and

ifootball . in E‘ng]and

PABT PLAYED BY PADEY
O’DONOGHUE
It was into -such a- pwture_'_
. Paddy O’naghue | stepped n
1922, -+ to play - from - the e@m—-_

mencement a4 leadang part in -the
‘revival of Irish games in Londan'_
tand lrifam generally. - -His earlier

career in  Limerick . Gaehc ‘eircles

and his arrival in London will be.
}amongst the matters dealt with in
{next. W&ek’s artlcle m

this series.

(hee 1




'
m«-— My el ~ded ™ ke MR L L ' et S R T o L B T L T ey e e e v o o il el A s LS o (i iyl e fal
Loy W PR . ’ - -
e n .
- [ - . ..

GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN e
nog ‘hue 0 f Yo ung Treland An d

| and the fall of night lett cmly a
' n . OH short time for practice.
(C-ONTINUED)

. ‘T'raining was often difficult in
those days but to the credit of
-the lads of the time it was whole-
- hearted and thorough. Paddy has
- particularly happy memories of

- the teams ‘on the

- kept

for ‘the Cardinals
--'me&no*mes of ‘that

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

NXACTLY half a century ago,
+ Paddy O’Donoghue,

at the age

ond g,éa,l, and so excited did Pad.d'y
become afterwards thay Father

Jack had ‘to walk to hlS hotel 1

the ‘old days at the Markets Field
—of the many 1training sessions
with Young Ireland, the ﬂongemal
company of such fine sSports as
Denny . ‘Lani gan,  Bob McConkey,

of eighteen, opened his account
with the Gaelic Athletic Associa-| s bare feet. Tom “Hayes, Mick Murphy, Paddy,
tion, when he joined the Limerick | Faddy was representmg St. MeInerney, John . Collopy, Peter |
Young Ireland Club, then a power- Mmh&eis on the County Board on Coffey;  the time spent discus-
ful force in Shannonside hurling. the occasion of th’f’ County Con- sing  great games and players
From the C:(jn‘]_mencement Paddy Ventlon a‘;t Whi&h‘ rlom Ha*yes was 111 the dreSSIIlg‘ roomes beneath the
threw himself heart and soul into | Si2¢ted County Sccretary, and it old stand; and then the many
every. aspect of club work, and the ! r oo IS vote and that of a ¢ol- memorable matches and the fine
chrowd  Youne . Ireland  mentors 168..3“116 which proved the decisive exponents of both hu;rlmg and
“'soon ca’me'-tﬁ-% preciate his orga- ones in securing the position for football to be. seen gularly
.- | P atlc the famed Young Ireland hurler, jpn action on the well worn but

nising abilities, for he was repre-
senting the Club on the County

Board almost as soon as he donned |

the familiar colours to do battle
for Young Ireland |
Hurling Championship, then in its
'mfancy,_for the G.AA. only had
one grade — the senior — for the
'ﬁrst score years of its emfatence

wT,. MICHAEL’S TEMPERANCE
As a member of St. Michael’s
'Temperance Society, Paddy felt it
- keenly that this famed organisa-

tion which figured so gloriously 1:1:1I

the early days of the G.AA.
longer boasted the great hurllng
and football clubs which left such
an impress on the Limerick cham-
pionship records of the ’eighties.
He msade strenuous efforts to re-
vive the old spirit and reorganise
lines of the
glory ones .of the. past.

- His efforts met with a certain
shate of success and on a memor-
able occasion at the Fair Green a
- grand -total of sixty-eight players
turned up from the Temperance
~Society in -response to his call
They played one of the strangest
hurling matches of modern times"
—a thirty-four amde game-—but
the enthusiasm was  not of the
lagting type and St. Michael’s
~faded out of the  Gaelic picture

- after an all too brief re-—appea,rance

DIFFICULT DAYS.

The early days of Paddy's G.AA.
membership were. difficult ones for
an Ireland . still smarting under
the effects of the Parnell Split, and
it is his opinion that- the G-AA
~and to the Christian Brothers must
go much of the credit for having
nationality alive  during a
period when many other influences
were at work tending in the re-
verse direction.

- Paddy continued hlS a,ssociation
- with  Limerick G.A.A.
~through a stirring period. He re-
- ealls the stirring games which won
for Shannonside the Munster titles
of 1910 and 191}, and can still feel
the sense of bitter disappointment
caused hy the unsatisfactory out-
come of the blue riband decider -of

1910, which Wexford won by a
solitary point in 38 game in which

some “highly ccntroversml scores | regularly to be ‘seen . at the
were concerned. - Still less satis- | Markets Field, which was the.
factory was - the following year’s training  headquarters of - the
“All-Ireland final, in’ which Kilkenny |Young . Ireland Club for . many

were awarded a bloodless victory,

after Limerick refused to play a

- re-fixed game anywhere except -at
the original- venue, Cork Athletic

Grounds. well as a popular site for carnivals
 DERIVED GREAT and- circuses, the Markets Field
SATISFACTION pitch was a much uséed one, which

In consequence of these setbacks,
it was .only natural that Paddy
should have derived great satisfac-
tion:out of the first game in which
he saw leerlck defeat a Leinster

| Cﬂunty*and the famed Noremders
- at that.

MKllkean wera _at __the hei 'ht of, “el‘“v"ed__bﬂ_t_. 'ﬁ }gameﬂs‘,_ beutn.g often
_. “““"E iFtglory Twihieh LAt el T et U for g dhiettio s Munsters e Rugby
them a,t Jones's Road in the Fmal.'_' Cup-tie™ and & ner've shattemh«g -

medals.- Paddys
L great
T .are still vivid F&ther‘ Jack O'Don-

nell, who was a member of the
' leerlck

team that da left

Paddy his boots and’
lemonade.as the latter toek up his
 position on. the then sideline; and

" on which  there were, no seats at

in the

the time. '
“The lemonade went up
air and down on top of a spectator

in the Junior | _
the famous figures of the --G.A..lfx
the .

‘affairs

‘oceasion
{and Tipperary, -

bottle of -

1 who

l

MﬂnSte'I'

' Riordan,

who is now one of the few surviv-

11,z members of the County Board

of that period.
FAMOUS FIGURES. ,
It was like reciting the litany of
arena to hear Paddy recall

men he was associated with in

tfield and forum. during the four-

teen eventful years until he left
for London in 1922. They included

isuch weil kn&wn names as Mick |
Bourke, P, J. Hayes, John Kelly,

Joihnny Sweeney, Charlie Holland,
Paddy Meaney, “Dobber” Rellly,
o |Con Fitzgerald, Jack Murphy, Jim
Jim Rya

Jim - Fitzgerald, Malone,

Joh;n -

Jim G«leeson, and a host of others.

All of them have passed away,
and only their 'niamory remains,
reminding these Wwho 'remember
them of the duty of acquainting a

younger generation of Gaels of the

debt they owe the old workers,
had to overcome obstacles

unknown tOwday in. order to keep
the Gaellc ﬂag ﬂymg |

EABL_Y DAYS

- . REMEMBERED.
Paddy remembers his early huri-
ing days in Limerick vividly. He

ree grounds, redolent memories ,of

‘the old Limerick Commercials and

St. Michael’'s—a venue that played
host to some great Gaelic teams
in the fullsome vyears of the
“twenty-one asides.”

He remembers the oppos1t10n of

the many. sad
games of the Gael, and can tell of

{ times when one would be almost
afrajd to be seen with a hurley-in

thek streets of their native Lime-
ric

A day came later when th-e carry-
ing of the hurley was prohibited,
when one invited a spell in a

byi its makers. Suffice to
that the hurley was mno
hidden but was carried proudly as
part of a nation’s defiance of alien
aggression,
MARKETS FIELD.
When Corkanree passed from the

scene asg a sports arena, Paddy was

years. The venue for Rugby o
Saturdays, hurling on Sundays, the
centre for some of the best athletic
meetings of the halcyon days.

stood up remarkably well to- the
many calls on it.

How often the go-al osts were
moved is dliﬁcmt to a,pprecmte
now., Half a dozen tlmes or more
in a week oftentimes, as the

I—Iurlmg Champlonshlp
between the sgge old rivals, Cork
msude a twenty—
four hours. period; :

- PITCH SHARED
There were  other occasmns

when Young Ireland and Garry-
owen: found themselves forced to
share the pitch when each had an
important game in-the offing and
had to get in their training, parti-
culary in- the period when the

n, Andy Kelly, |

recalls playing at the old Corkan- |

to the spread of the

Brisish prison for being seen with '
a caman, but that law had a very.
different effect from that intended
say
Jlonger’

as

moods of hurling or rtu.gby deman-~
{ded—for the same pair of uprlghta

popular pitch,

Next week, we follow Paddy to
exile, and conclude the story with
an .a,ccount of his great work to
put the G.A A. in Britain on asohd -
foundatlon

FIFTE

w&‘len leerlck Scared the1r sec-

spell between the ﬁmsh of W{Jl‘kl

—, e



L and Leltrlm

. DY O’Donoghue left
A7 native Limerick “in" that fate-
,,;-_ful year of Civil War, 1922, and!
‘"alfhough he has remamed in Lon-
.. don’ ever since it is a tribute to his
L work for dur games that he is
“still -almost
Croke Park or the Limerick |
~ Gaelic Grounds as on -the Gaelic
.playing . ﬁelds of the great Enghshr
;'metropohs .

~Fintan. Lalers Were the b1g team
“in- ‘London - when Paddy. ‘arrived
there, ‘but - he joined the Brian’

+« Boru'ss — in memo-ry of old Kin-
.cora, I suppose — a club that 1s
-fnow the oldest G.A.A. ¢lub.

Brltam Right .away - the Borus
H,recogmsed Paddys worth and he’
. became the .club delegate on, the
‘_j;,_London County. Board." |

LIFFT INIE OF WORK FOR
GA;-A. o

- W L
N .

.as -well known at !

London ~thirty-six

' 'I*hat earlv &SSOClatIOII with ad-=

,;;“'*rmimstratwe affairs in London was
‘wtoroped & lifetime’s work for the
_;__.,GAA
~‘filled" almost ‘every- official position.
~there. In fact, it is 'doubtful. if any
other man.: - in Britain can. boast’
cfguch  a “wealth of experzence of
ALA. affalrs - in  the Councﬂ

_:%'-_-Chamber

- In 1924 he filled the first of many |
'-f-ofﬁc:tal pomtmns when he becamel

" Registrar of the London County
. Board, a. posltlon he held for three.

:--.,years _.
o A GOLDEN ERA

He was . County _Board - Vice-
*"‘--'Chairman in 1936, when he agreed
“to take over the posltlon of Secre-

tary — to. open a golden era for

-in-- Britain, for Paddy has |

London, who crowned everything"

by winning both- All-dreland junior

- fitles in 1938 — defeating Cork in

* .London, to take hurling honours,

at: Croke Park, .in
“football. - Paddy has reason to be

- proud-of those victories, for it was’

.-work which ‘made. them possible. .-
“He" retlred at the end of the 1939"
b season as. London’s Chief Executwe,
;.fﬁoer but got little respite, for he
T was induced to aoeept ‘the: secre-

taryshlp of the Provincial Council|

- of Britain in 1941, a posmon he

- held until he remgned in 1944, but_

-~ was forced back into harnesg_- in
1946 and: held there until 1951.
L Paddy is . still a member of the
il'.'--'_Provmcxal Council, as London rep-
< resentative, and on the County.
“Board he retains an active interest
as one of ‘the leading members -of
‘the Finance Committee — a body"
“which ‘'is doing giant work for our
,'natwe games in England.
~:+In the ‘popular black.and arn'ber
?-Colours of the Brian Borus Paddy
won -several London Champmnsmp
and : ‘League medals and, in: fant
‘every -honour  that the GAA
"?-London had to ‘offer. B

AS GOOD AS TWO MEN'

Tne ‘Borils were very. short of
__'__players ‘when first he joined their
“ranks, - and Paddy often tells of |
" one of his earliést games. in their
colours, 'when they were unable to|
~muster fifteen players and referees
“had strict instructions not to start;

. & -game " unless full teams- were | orgamsatlon of the:
-occasion ' the trlumph this. seemed strange, but
| Paddy. was ready-to baok h1s views |

._.present On - this™
"Borus ~only had fourteen, but:
- Paddy soalved the problem for them

* by being the' first man counted by .
: '____-I;he referee, and- agam ‘number’ hf--
““feen,

“‘the ‘other ‘end’ “of ‘the hne whllst

as he shpped ‘unnoticed to |
_"";j:;-f'—the ceunt ,was m progress R

e

-administrative side. of things. -

Paddv made a remarkable cofne- The papers refused to uhllsh ai
in 1943, when he . helped. correction. . p

" ,-back

2

f-Gaehc games -
{ retrospect.. holds’ that,: desp1te the-‘

]-admmistratwe work: has increased’

‘the -

GLALA.
‘manner.

got fouy stitches last  Sunhday even—-

in .the main his great organising jing  following a - -stroke Jof &’ 'hurley

{in 'a London: char_nplonship game,.‘?j

B0 | & | | toughest thmgs they.,_.
Paddv won the ohamplonshlps of and the: Assoc.latlon 1ost...a,the Herne, |
_1926 and” 1929 with Brian Borus, | ‘Hill: "Grounds - ‘because’ ‘the news-:
 and‘several League titles extending: i papers, misrepresented a row which |
-.._r1ght into the ‘middle 'thirties, when " occurred: outside a. publiehouse wone|
‘he retired from the playing fields Sunday evening and; gave the dme
in ‘order to give more time to the DPression

,_:—;Brlans wm another County Cham--

_I.. r '

aoh1evement when'  we: recall *his
first hurlmg ‘appearance’ with ' the:
Limerick Young ‘Ireland’ away
back .in 1908. - -

- Paddy - started rthe Shamrocks
Football Club  in 1926 of, which he
is still V1ce~Cha1rman, and 'the only
founder member left. He. has. held;
some official ‘post contmually any|
this club gince its inception..

of their  existence and. again . in

11927,.1928, 1930 ‘and 1936.’ They won
the - champmnshlp four:; times—in |-
| 1928, .1931, 1932 ‘and-. agem Aast.year.|
During the War” years -they had tg |
and |
| this combinatipn won: the 19'41 and |
11942 Champlonshms ‘and . Leagues

lemalgamate with' the ' Taras,

‘When- - Paddy . first: arrlved

County' - ‘Board;: beastmg

mg

has elghty-seven aﬂ‘illeted

REMARKABLE PR-OGREES«S

strideg" made by the. GAA

Britain, Tt reflects: the. progress of ..
| Gaelic games and -

gree demonstrates the. part.
is
exiles true to faith and. fatherland

‘Only, ‘recently -this, ‘was. brought. |
stnkmg 1
I 'met a: friend heme on |

home to ~me "in- rather

holiday from Britain. ~and . re-

‘marked 0N @, 1ong streteh of . stick-;

ing plaster over his: right eye.. - “L

he volunteeéred. -
"My friend had - never played

Imuch hurlmg to my ‘knowledge in.
Ireland.

‘He'* was - educated
Rugby - playlng college

that ‘game -until-

s " "
i e = et y — v i Ve e i o, Sy i pamia.. 8 .
S . e ] . . . - - -

" -' J-.hand bills to distribute outside the
churches contammg a half apology.

(coNTNURD) : 3
By SEAMUS O’CE{. "?LLAIGH e

i oent ‘Wembley games,
i Isaid the following day that “thirty
e ;:I-.-__-_.-.--_';::l‘-heads were broken.”
lenged concermng this statement,
o - | they  said
his p1onsh1p t1t1e---- an ext‘raordmary

Th e ~'-]F_ |

Shamrocks won the London- Semox i
Football League :‘in the first. year‘"

years ago, 'there )
were only five clubs afﬁli-ated to|
“nine |

teams*——uﬁve football and four hur1-

| clubs _.
composed of. some two hundred "
and ﬁfty teams, much more than -
"many an Ir1sh eounty SR |

That 1S a remarkable aehleve-:
ment end - reﬂects ‘the wonderful_

in- marked ‘de- |
the |

playing .in keeping . : the

n &-,
‘and’ re-y
,mamed éan - ardent enthusmst ‘of-
a- profess_lonal |

PP st g Lol fy TR | Sl e L = e

h1s paper gave the County Board_

- ven on the occasion of the ‘re-{

one- paper
‘When - chal- __

it should have read
“thlrty hurleys were broken,” but
readers. never got that correctlon,
elther -

‘The - humble. beglnmngs of the
tours the purchase of their own
grounds and the successful organ-
lisation of the great ‘Wembley ven-
ture will be amongst the matters
dealt with in the coneludmg artlele -
next week L _ &

appomtment took h1m aeross the
water, - i
He sensed my' surprlse and

made. his pos;tlon olear by adding:
“I. know . you: ‘regard ‘me @s: -a

;Rugby devortee That was all rlght:
at home, but it-"is ‘different. over
‘here. You ‘mustbe’ one- thing or the .
other,;"

-countr
Gaelic foot’ban now for.me. I have

could not .‘letsvthet old
down, -so.it's hurlnig and.

.ot even ‘seen a- Rugby ball sﬁnce I-

'left Ireland.” '

Paddy ODono hue had b let to:-? |

1do - with - the ﬂourlshrng state” of-'
in “Londen and |

fact that the bulk 'of day to day

throgh. the -years, ‘the oﬂ‘ioers of:
to-day have not. the same heacl-_--
aches as they were. faced Wlth m--;-
-the .pioneer days oL

- Coming. from one. Who Was up to:‘--'
h1s neck in the ‘recent. sucecessful
great Wemblev

Wlth plenty: of facts. .
“Between thef‘*years 1922 te 1930

we “were forced:to.. crha;lage gur !
pltch every year,“ he s,aid o]

A hostﬂe,o .P,-réss Wa

happened

| to 'ﬁght” |

the |
| grounds,’ Wthh were. o mﬂe away |

“It would ruin:them,”’

one newspaper proprletor Sald but
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~ (CONCLUDED)
By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH

¥j/ITH the great triumph of Wem-
VY bley so fresh in our minds it is
difficult to realise the big uphiu
struggle to establish the Tours in

- the cale
Britain. = - . -
 Paddy recalls the visit. of the
Dublin = Gaelic team, during the
'twenties on a Bank Holiday when
only three hundred people alten-
‘ded the game. The officers of the
‘Board put-up the players in -their
own homes, and later when Tip-
perary ‘and Dublin came over for
the first-ever Bank Holiday inter-
county game in Britain the crowd
was not much bigger. The Assogcia-
tion’s finances were so low ‘that
that they had to make g coliection

ndar of Gaelic sport in

y

amongst the clubs to pay for the!

advance printing.

Paddy and his assoeiates . had
faith, however, in the future and
they crossed to Ireland the follow-
hat were then
plans for a
The Central

i

|

ing HEaster with
considered elabprate -
Whit - Monday game, The U¢
Council were not-  enthusiastic
about the project and only grudg-
ingly ‘agreed to allow teamg travel
after the London delegates had put
~ their.'case very forgcibly before the
meeting, The period from Easter’
to Whit was a short one for organ-
- isatia
- gredt suecess. | .
The ‘G.A.A. in Britain took a big,
step . forward when the County
RBoard bought the pitch at New
Eltham. Only recently they’ capped:
that: purchase by securing adjoin-
ing « playing flelds, which now
provides three full sized Gaelic
pitcheg ‘and 'a magnificent. pavi-
lion: Work is now in progress .on
this: fine. property and with two
pitchies -already in -use, SIX
‘are being played there every Sun-
day. Shortly all three pitches will
be available and nine games: ca
 be played on a Sunday atternoon.
Thus for the one admission fee—
the purchase of & programme Cost-
ing two shillings, pa _
their choice of -nine games, &
the use of the fine pavilion, where
meals of tea, confectionery, hacon,
egg or sghdwiches are provided—
this service showing a good pro-
" fit ‘to- the Board since its inaygura-
tion. For the players there are SiX
dressing rooms,. with baths, for
~which het and celd water are laid
on. At el ie

ans for Neyy Eltham envyisage
a grounds eventually. ~capable - of
accommodating @ fifty  thoeusand
‘spectators but meantime: this en-
‘terprising ~'County Beard . have
other irons in thie fire and are pre-
sently negotiating the purchase of
a splendid building in Central Lan
don, containing fifteen or sixteen
rooms — to be used as a G.AA
headguart

Pl

2a.C ers in the English Capi-
tal, something the Association at
‘home __'cé;hn"o:t-'ﬁ. b{iias't'.‘- A |

The foundation of: Limerick huri-
 ing traditions in the advancement
“of the caman. code on Englsh
aving fields might be said to haye
een laid by the great Sean " Og
‘Hanley of Kilfinane, one of the
most notable of the men who won
for Tamerick: its first All-Ireland

AT

ed 7 therel T Tk of.
A, influence. an in:

iround “the period of his. passing,

- and for long years. be 13
in Kensal TRise

unmarked grave
Cemetery. - =
~ With the gradual return of the
Gael to his own in Britain, Lime-
rick men determined on paying
proper tribute:to the great Sean
Og, and at the ‘suggestion of an-
great - Limerick  Gaelic

}G.-A,,-.A,.- ~work i

|

the imaginat

n.:but the -venture proved: a_']
!

.siccess achieved: The
‘the Amierican

games -

games: can{

trons will have |
. ._E_E-.; . .-_.-\. | . " ' E . *
\re | see. the ITrish fighting, igot a lesson

ntral T.on- |

B
{taurant,

T

was a project. into which Paddy
O’Donoghue threw his fine organ-
ising abilities, and as one of th
oldest Shannonside Gaels actively.
associated - all the years with.

t must have becn a
real pleasure for him to aitend the
récent upveiling ceremony, Wwhich
made daunbly memgrable the great|
WWhit week-end, highlighted by the
unparalieled success of the. & cour-
ageous Wembley venture, ..~ -
“When the London County Board
first announced their intention of
playing the two games at Wembley
on Whit Saturday. there were many
who doubted the wigdom -of the
move and feared that it -would re-
suit in a big financial loss.

"Phe guarantees whiclh had to bej
given in order to secure the use of i

the grounds were heavy, bhut the
County Board tackléd the project
‘with' real emergy apd enthuslagsm
and launched the greatest adver-
tising campaign ever -attempted
in England for a Gaelic sporting.
Phe  idea of Irish . games in HEng-
land’s greatest stadium gripped !
ion of  sport lovers,

all over "Britain pre- |
to the madtches,

and Irishmen all ©
pared for the trip

which  glthough only friendly fix--
tures, arouséd unprecedented in-
terest. it -
The or

. grgenisers had to withstand

'a,. few  shocks before congratulat-

e wonderful
:¢lashing of
th n  Tour arrangements
with “the plans’ for the Kilkenny
trip was the first obstacle to be
successfully _surmounted but a big
English transport striki was a
different. proposition and was well
outside the’ capabilities. of this
great body of London Gaels to
gettle. SR

ing - themselves on th

B

‘Although they failed to do any-
thing about the strike they did

nething  mgore  surprising still
1ey. got a bumper crowd in spite

of it, and made a ‘striking impres-

something ' mg

he

‘sion-. on -everypone that attended

that- unforgettable ~programme.
Englishmen, who maybe camje to

in sportsmanship and"geod man-
ners that they will never forget.
Bven the most biassed of the Eng-.
lish. newspapers were forced  to
admit that it ‘'was one of the hest
ﬁi%y’s_ sport ‘ever offered at Wemb-

‘Paddy O’Donoghue -was respon-
sible for the ‘timing, and many re-
ports paid - tribute to the  split-
gecond accuracy 'in. this regard,
Punctuality was the keynote . of
the entire programme, - setting a
headline that even th great Wemb-
ley. Organisation 'could 'not im-
prove Om. v e b

The crowd exceeded all expecta--
tions in ‘the prevailing circumstan-

v

ces, angd the overall picture is of &

resounding triumph, which proved

a ‘big . financial success and the

greatest  advertisement - Gaelic
er got.outside Ireland. .

games ev

Lord Eilibank, Vice-Chairman of
Wembley Stadium' was visibly im-
pressed by Wwhat he. saw: and was
‘amazed at the huge attendance. He
for the 'bus strike the crowd would
pack the Stadium, " ... -
At the subpsequent dipner to the
taurant, - Lor liitbgnk: paid
spontaneous. e’ to -the specta-
tors. and ‘players, and said the
-ogcasion “would: rank as one of the
greatest in ‘the history of  the,
Stadium. . He. was loud. in  |his
praises of the Artane Boys' Band,

AR Lor i A
I._-'..,,.v'.

Tord "
us. tribut

pression. on -all those who . were
privilegéd "to hear a,ne& -see them.
In inviting the Gaels . back 1o
Wembley for further hurling and
football exhibitions, he D '

worker, Alderman Denig O'Dwyer,
it was decided to erect a fitling

monument - over his grave, This

that the - Stadium  authorities
would do their best to extend the

promised |

———T

pifchl to provide a i’-égulatvi}{ina-s.ized'
playing spaee. - = R

-:sisi@mh%% _ by

of the Wembley games, which. sugc-

4 ceeded. ‘
/i obJeetive

' players are seco
. letic_prowess, manliness an
e.: ourable conduct. |

'flourish !

‘who left a deep and abiding im-|

P —— L e

t -

The prastige of the (.A.A. both
in Ireland and England was con-
enhagnced by the success

in achieving two mam

‘ s—the unity of our exiles
vnder the attractive banner of our
games ~and in. proving .that our
d tg none in ath-
d hon-
The G.A.A. clubs and their acti-

vities have been the strongest.
single factor in keeping. our peaple

true. to. faith and fatherland, and
to men like Paddy O'Donoghue in
great’ measure must go- the credit

for this noble works Long may he.

T it ]
.........

but




