FEIS week I come to deal with
- & the ..career of a very dear
friend and one with whom I was

associated, in’ athlétic ‘work, for
Jack.

many years — the - late
O'Grady, whose death, at the early

age of 42 yeéars, took place towards B

- Jack was treas
rick Athletic Club during my
period as secretary of that body,
and many an evening we spent
together and it was from him that
I learned much of the athletic
greatness of his native county.,
A man of powerful physique, well
over six feet in height, to those of
us who knew him intimately the
character of the man was as high
and strong as his stature. Genial,
even boyish, ever forgetful of his
~athletic prowess, all his instincts
were native, generous and for-
bearing, LT

He had high intellectusl
and shared

| ' gifts,

G shared the light he had in him
unstintingly with those around him,
CHARM OF A SUNNY NATURE,
‘Undoubtedly he ‘Wwon the hearts of
all sorts and )
‘the charm of

a bright, genial and
sunny. nature.

_ -If .character was
life inspired and - dominated by
lofty principles, Jack O’'Grady was
bar excellence a really great char-
acter: as well as a great athlete,
His was a personality at Once
arresting, attractive and fascinat-
ing, whilst his sallies of wit and
flashes of humour held you ‘spell-
bound, and his" buoyant and
sanguine temperament- delighted
and refreshed you like a sun bath.
- There 'was no more  buoyant,
spirited or entertaining companion
than Jack O'Grady. He was un-
assuming, but few, I venture to say,
would dare to humiliate - him.
Athletics, . the putting of weights,
and sports generally were no exotic
cult to him. It was in his blood,
and a contest was no more occa-
sion  for - fuss. than any . other
natural and pleasant evernt,
ONLY ONE WEIGHT ELUDED

| HIS MASTERY.
Only one weight that is now
thrown from the shoulder eluded
his mastery., With the 16 1b. shot
alone had he'to take rank behind
the great ones of the world stadia.
However, the glamour of  three
world records did not disturb his
equanimity or-. exhaust his power.

No man of his prowess took rivalry|

Or renowh 50 easily. By times we
have wished he could be roused fo]

the Fianra ““fary of conflict,” and -

then, indeed, all we have now to
record, great asg it is, would recede
into the commornplace before the
splendour of new deeds. After all,
maybe his philosophy. was the
better one. Victoriés also cannot
make up:the sum of life; and tran-
quility is-too rare and precious a
possession“to be sacrificed in -“the|
throes of a pastime. It was enough
had kept the ‘athletic fame of the
O’'Grady clan amongst the foremost
in the chronicles of Irish. athletics.
EIGHTEEN 'STONE O
_ AND BRAWN,
Now, let us discover what type
of miind and manhood our cham-|
pion was, . Standing - some inches
over six feet, it-wag ohly when he
‘came into. the company of men
above normal height that _
could properly “appreciate . his

OF BONE

inches., His . massive . ‘proportions|

dwarfed his ‘stature, for he earried

eighteen stoneg of bone and brawh,|

and carried it ‘'with’an ease and
grace which increased the decep-
~_When he
Championsghip.
-about him- in_ “Sport” on: July, 31st,
1915, saidr “Tiiwas glad - to See,
O’Grady in:g

won his first Gaelic
he was but a youth,

reat form, - His first]

- meeting was only twio years ago,

and I said great things about him.
Until last:Sunday -1 was disappoin-
ted at his progress, ‘though in the
meantime: he had made a world’s
record (38 ft. 6% ins.) with the 28
1bs. _
awkward,: overgrown:. boy into .a
handsome: athlete of good strength,
and it is rather a pity that he will
‘not - train: for all-round weight
~throwing. Some fine day he +will
~ throw the 28 lbs, over forty feet. I
have great confidence in him.” =

WOULD MAKE RECORDS BY |

~ _ THE DOZEN,

And agdin in the same publica-|

tion a fortnight later: “The: out-
standing feat , Ingarvan;
meeting was the weight throwing
- of J. O'Gre

a consequence  of the wet weather,

was against records, but 0'Grady| with - Irish athletics, However, in
went within .incheg. of the world's bare  justice, 1 ‘must record the

‘records with the"28 1bs. 'and™ 56
off ~his . shoulder. ~He “won . the

urer of the Lime-.

from
planned to write an authoritative
survey later, Alas for the futility

conditions of men by|

. ‘O’'Grady only once put the 28 1lbs.
beyond forty feet, at least in .com-

‘in. from 1889,

‘to think that th
‘made the hij

strength and endurance.
cult and vigour inhe

one |

23 ft. 9% ins. Nor did anyone think
‘that the “awkward looking, over-|§i &
grown boy” of 1913 would in. the } g
sheer- . zest~ of. .abundant . vigour |47755

DK DfTneen, writingy attack Ned O'Grady’s old records:

- He® has developed from an|

=28 ft, 0% in., W. Real, Pallasgreen;
922, 30 ft. 4 ins., J. IO‘G«rady, Bally— ;

ature at the: Dungarvan|

rady. The weather, ‘or; tojthing

‘be ‘more jparticular, the ground. .as|

———— (By SEAMUS 0O

J.J. Bresnihan being =
The County Limerick giant has
only to be seen to be admired, and
in conversation he is, most in-
teresting. It is a great pity that
the weather is so wretched. A good
hot summer and O'Grady would
make world’s records by the
dozen.” | -
These were some of the best re-
views poor Dinneen wrote, He
who had seen all the championships
the “80's” onwards had

of human projects, he died sud-
denly in the following year. A rare
epitome of Irish athletic deeds, and
an invaluable analysis of the men
who performed them were for ever
lost to us by his untimely demise.

THREW 28 LBS. OVER 40 FEET.,

petition. His world’s record is .less
than three incheg off that mark.
That he did not oftener realise.
Dinneen’s prediction is due solely
to one circumstance—lack of stim-
ulating: opposition, Even with the
most  generous handicaps, there
were - few men - in  Ireland|.
who could press O
and
even the best performarice abroad,
accomplished 'in 1905 by John
.'E'l?:;na,gan; is inches behind his best|
put. et IR

- When we recollect that the re-

~ of Ballybricken -

second.
Park, D
putting 42

24th, 1923, 30 ft. 4 ins.;

shot, Croke Park, 1928 44 ft.

ft. 9% ins,; 1917,
37 ft. 4 ins

1917, 25 ft, 2 in
ins.; 1924, 25 ft.

ft
ft. 6 ins. -

6 ins.; 1916, 42 ft, 6% ins.:
ft. 23 ins.; 1925, 45 ft. 6% i

ies—1920 shot, 40 ft
shot, 43 ft, 5 ins.

I 1. | Putting 28 1bs.,, 40 ft. 3
_ Grady in push-| }romaohar (Gorbia
ing  the two stone 'weight; %OI:}_% hen. Garda S

Monaghan Garda
ft, 5% B
ft. 4% ins, at Kilmaliock, 1931]

&

"

CEALLAIGH)

- Tailteann Games, Croke
ublin, 1924, 39 ft. 9% ins,;
lbs. weight; The Cur-
ragh (Kildare) Garda Sports, Sept.
| 1 putting
06 lbs_ weight, Cratloe Sports, 20th
September, 1920, 25 ft. 4 ins.|
Tailteann Records—Putting 16 lbf
T3
over bar,

weight,

ins.; slinging 56 1bs.
Croke Park, 1928, 15 ft. S
Irish Championships — Putting

t. 10 ins.; 1916, 37
36 ft. 6 ins.; 1918

’

Slinging 56 1bs. (without follow),

s.; 1918 24 ft, 4%,
Putting 56 lbs, weight, 1917, 24
Slinging 56 Ibs. over bar, 1924, 14
ot, 1914, 38 ft.
1024, 43

ns.
gular Victor-

Putting 16 1bs. sh

International Trian
. 8 ins;; 1925,

- OTHER SUCCESSES,

Other outstanding = successes:
ins.,, at
d ports,: 1923; /39
ins.,, at Limerick, 1924, -}

Pushing 56 Ibs., 25 ft. 11} ins., at
' a  Sports, 1923; 26
ins,, . at - Castleiney,” 1927: 25

cord of that wonderful athlete,,
who ' hailed from near ‘Grady’s
native place, the late Willi Real,

ie
remained - undisturbed at 35 ft. 1

placed ‘it, we can realis
of this champion who
unpretentious
chance of any

other man driving the

record further ig becoming every|
MOT' lote, for| p:
SO popular, is being| &

year more and
this event, once
discarded, like.
Irish features,
REMAREKABLE FEATS,
~When O'Grady
attack upon existing records in the
heavy weights, he had at least one
constant rival, O’Brien of Bulgaden,
Who accompanied ]
path towards
achievements,

more remote,

Imany "more typical

We would be sorry
& greéat race. of ‘mighty men who
- nistoric territory
Thomond so . famous

_ rited from his
equally renowned relative, big Ned
O'Grady of the “70's”™ is utterly
lost, where and how can the tradi.
tion be revived?

The triumph which the most ex-
perienced and dis
athletic =  experts

_ foretold
O'Grady have been’ more than

“for.

Dinneen conceived that Real's
great record in. pushing the 56 1bs.
from the shoulder would have been
raised beyond 25 feet by O'Grady.
Yet this O'Grady did, o

At Cratloe sports | |
heaved that mass 25 ft, 4 ins., thus
beating Tor _
Pallasgreen man’s 1888 distapce of

with the . unfamiliar three stones
(42 1bs.) weight. Yet such a feat
he accomplished, beating Real's
push of 28 ft. 0% ins, \
O’Grady’s earlier lift of 27 ft, 10 ins.

with a magnificent effort of 30 ft.|. -?E:E:::
‘ This

4 ins~—his third world’s best. Thi
record  has been -the exclusive

monopoly of the HRast ILimerick/| }

area—historic ground, redolent of
great deeds, every acre of it. Here
is its progress of improvement:

Caherconlish; 1878, 27 ft. 10 ins,
Ned O'Grady, Caherconlish;- 1888,
bricken. - D
JUTSTANDING
- PERFOBMANCE;S.

space at my disposal to give any-

score .of years’ active connection

with Irish = athletics, However, in ‘Croke Park, Dublin, 1923; %g ﬁ

followitig' -outstanding * performan-
ces of hisg = oo oo "
- World's . Recor
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~until O’Grady dis- 4—" 7
i

commenced his|{

- him far on the| i
new standards of| i
ey were ‘the last of | |

terr of | fig
for deeds of | Piivis
CIf thei g

cerning of modern

_%ccomplished by him. I doubt even
1 S

in '.'-1.9.2(.) ‘he

the second time thel i

ins, and Ned| [l

1875, 26 ft. 1 in, Ned O'Grady,|

Sports, Croke Park, Dublin, 1923&
It would be impossible in the| 48 ft. 7 ins, at Tailteann and

like .an exhaustive . list of|.3_ins, at Monaghan Garda Sports,
Jack. . O'Grady’s successes during al 1924.

ds=Puiting 28 Ibs.| Tecord, which

'
§

)

1

r
'

v | complete record. It w
g uany | get him to spealt of aught else that

THE LATE JACK O'GRADY.

(weight and ground certified)y.

Putting 16 Ibs. shot, 40 ft, 7 ins.,
at Limerick G.A.A. Sports, 1018;
45 ft. 5 ins., at Clonliffe Harriers

‘Olympic. Trials, Dublin, 1924 47 ft.

3 in:sfatxg Clonliffe Harriers Sports,

10 ins,, at Newport, 1528 —

| forget the

w74 |almost unobtru

1 | sportg arena. He wags
Z! | letic records and
about his o

wzged | himself, he

sg 71 | phagig,”

Championship r

sec oz | data for m

sogpriiizig Lof his famou
Zvnamny | athletie fam
=3 {told of the difficulti

i | lighted

i3 | as-wellas
| Ireland " mo

loved to talk — a brilliant band
ito hig me

| recently, the inscrption
‘| 8rave simply says:

{at Limerick, 26th November, 1934,
| He worthily upheld Ireland’s ath-
{ self to al

| As we breathe a prayer for his

~ 56 1bs. between
29 ft 10% ins,,
Croke Park, Dublin 19

legs, with follow,
at D.M.G, Sports,

( L 1023; 31 ft. 3%
1ns,, Cappamore, 1927; 30 ft. 6 ins.,
at Limerick, 1928, -
96 Ibs. betweens legs, = without
follow, 26 ft, 5% ins., at Limerick, !
1924, 26 ft. 7% ins., at Limerick,
1]:.19%9) (Ground and weight certi-'
€a), ) ' '
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AN APPRECIATION

Some extracts from an apprecia-
tion by a colleague of his which:
appeared at the time of his un-
timely passing -will be read with
interest, - -

“1 met Jack O'Grady for th

| : e firgt |
ti the summer of, 1924, It was
during the Irish championships
held under thé newly-organised
N.A. sand C.A. I will never
impression he then
created in my mind, I can still

28 Ibs., 1913, 35 ft. lin.; 1914, 35 rt. See him as he strode into the arena
6 ins.; 1915 85 f

and down the track He looked a
fine specimen of humanity and
his size and proportions were
heightened by the white singlet.
and shorts he wore. He walked
with a rolling, swinging gait, ana,
like® most athletes, seemed to
spring: off his instep. Hig carriage
was erect and, with his head held]
high he looked every inch the
world beater he was. As he went
he had a cheery nod and a geniall
smile for old friends and athletic
rivals scattered sbout. He had
some minutes to spare before his
event. and I could see him chaffing |
and displaying all the mettlesome-|
ness of a highly-trained steed. I
do not think he -achieved remark-
able figures on that occasion, but
he won every welght-throwing
event on the programme. He gave,
the - impression, when throwing
weights, no matter how heavy, of
great reserves of strength and
power, withal accompanied by an
ease and a grace that made weight-|
throwing look like child’s play. -
“I was privileged to meet Jaclk,
O’'Grady often afterwards. I found
him to be simple and unassuming,
(rusive, as quiet and
retiring in manner as he was out-
standing and redoubtable in the
eager to talk
nd to discuss ath-
performances, but
be got out of him'

Wn prowess.. Whenever.
tried to get him talking about
just smiled, shook his
started off on some other
His happiest hours were

i
1
1
i

about athletes g

not a word could

head and
subject,

| Spent in the company of old. ath-

letes, like Bill Shanahan and other
kindred s§pirits. There the old days
were lived over again sand doughty
deeds were related with loving em-

t
]
1
'

THE LAST EVENING IN HIS
- COMPANY, o |

_ I had the last evening in dear
Jack’s company the day Limerick.
wion the Jubilee All-Ireland Hurling |

¥ . -Play against Dub-|
lin, .at Croke Park, That was just|

221 'two short months before his death. |
zrragrg | Athletics
sinid 1save only  in  one

were scarcely mentioned,!
characteristic |
_ secured some
e about the performance !
s kKinsman of earlier
Ned O'Grady, and|
es he encoun-

connection, He had

»

tered in getting anything near a

ag difficult to

evening
rick, for
ling gam

but the triumph of Lime-
‘he rarely missed a hur-
e and was certainly de-
| at seeing the men he knew
S0 well bear off the All-Ireland
crown. | | S
Jack O'Grady’s passing was a
severe blow to hig legion friends, |
a. big logg to' the Trish-i
vement. He teft us all
too soon to join thoge famous Irish|
athletes of yore about whom he

surely, and enriched a thousand-
fold by dear Jack’s presence. |
Here on earth his greatness is!
written deep in the hearts of those
that knew him, and a monument
emory, erected by his
friends in his beloved Limericl
will "ever keep hisg name greeit
even amongst generations of Gaels
yet unborn,

In the quiet little churchyard at |
- which = I re-vigited
~over his

~“Jack  O'Grady. born at Bally-
bricken, - 17Tth February, 1892: died

letie: prestige and endeared ’'him-
| 0 all by hig loving character
{and gimple bearing” :

I noble soul, I can only add that for|
| his intimate friends the recollec-
(tien of his. friendship will lighten
‘many & .day in the years ahead, .

oo

L .

, -however, failed to.

g

- ...'.-'.-ﬂ-l-'..-.-.l'. !

.

v : H ""1:-'”.'\-1. R CCt ot . .
. . IR T oo Lo K ) Al * v v e , . .
Teamor LG i SR LY g - y B o ’ c ot 5 1 ,:' . !'E!" - : T - . - . ’
LY b B o T T A R~ ey e L bk ¥ E - Lo . ' e R L . i i . 1 I L i . Lo —_
. L ¥ ¥ HER - 5 e it o Btk S e . P T -t L . T L R B R T S &
-, ., ] . pir - en i I SRR I Ta e S .. B Lt Lo .'u:.:.- STy RV T N P U . 51 ' - W
S R e S o wraa e © Ml T Ly ik E AT e s eyl - — P
Lt o gty . d — P ——— e e P - T e . ; B .o . .
. S e ST e L L s e P . . 3 .
. . e LR

Ll 1 e e 3T e
- 1 i :
F—




