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-IE Kﬂﬁnane minor footballers
were the surprise of the South
in 1952, Their first notable triumph
came with the defeat of a fancied
Knockane - side; whom they de-~

feated 1-3 to 0-2 at KXnocklong,: ‘you weuld want to. take the Whale\:-}

after being led 0—2 to ml at th
interval.

They 1met Galhally. in ‘the
Southern decider and the general
opinionn was that the lads from
the great tortress must triumph.

A, great ﬁnal it turned out, and;

Kiltinane created “another first-

 class . shock when ' they captured |
the ldurels, winning by a sohtary :

point in a stirring finish..
The Kilfinane lads en that mem—

orable day were;— L. Devane; L.|

McAuliffe, J. Lync ,.A. Ryan, M

Ryan, D. Qulrke, W. O’Sullivan, P. !

Bolger, J. Fitzgerald, J. Walsh, P. ﬁ-'reeognised and. friend

|t “rise” him about hisattachr
to the game. He made.a Joke of
-any such a.ttempt 8s the accasion

Tobin, T. Palmer, T. Wa,lsh, .M
F‘arrell and D. McAuliffe.
Mick’'s keen .sensé of humour was
well iHustrated on that occasion.
A great hurling stronghold had
trintmphed over a noted football
nursery, and  when. Paddy Ryan,
the Chairman of the South ‘Board,

and a Galbally man, presented Kil- |

pulled a  hurling ball from his

pocket and said to. Paddy: “I think .

this is the game: for. Galbally from
now on.
The County semi-final

take place until the end of Sep-

tember, by which time a number
of the student members. of the
Kilfinane team - had - returned to
college. Withall, they gave.a good
dlsplay against Pallas, at Hospital,'
going down 1-0 to 0-% m a hard-?
fought tussle.

The young lads were Mmk’s con-

cern always, and I well remember’
speaking to him a few days before |
the 1940 County final, when he
sald to me: “We may not win Sun-
day’s ma,tch we're not I:eally ex-
pected to, as our best lads have re-
turned to college aﬁld will’ not be
available. Although needless to |

.qa,y,, we'll try Very hard to,. do |

| but whether we do or not
the,re is one. thlng that has been

—done and that is, thef ‘youths are |

onee again . takmg up the ca,man

After all, that is what reg,lly mat-

ters, for we.  have had a .tough
fight to. keep going for the past
five years.)’ .

Mick . continued: “After oue- d&-

feat in. the 193¢ County. final, we |

met a. serious set. back When we
were badly beaten in ‘the  first .
round of the 1935. cham ionshtp
whieh was played on the knock-
out system. The f@Ilowing year: a
rugby team started in the town
and all of the team and officials,
with the exceptiofi of three players,

‘and two of the committee, ‘joined |

it. Well, thank God, all of-us did °
not see things that way. We were,
- however, in a bad fix. We had 1'0
affiliate a team, as it would never
do to let the youths get interested

in rugby, and maybe never get y
them back for years. Anyway, we !

got a team together—minors and -
lads who'd never caught a hurley
That vear we had the Léapue
system. In the first match, against
the worst team, we were “badly
beaten; but they kept going . and
trained hard and in the.next majtch
against Effin were .bheaten by a

lost to Kilmallock, a fancied ‘side,
by a goal and a pomt Both were
| the best and most exciting games
of the year. Qur followers were |
delighted, “the youths were again|
i club was dead.”

Mick -believed in getting -all the
matches he could for his beloved
young lads, and it was no trouble|

'1‘@ him, Q@ hire a, bus and take | Mick’s ORlg, . aJanIBu:ﬁ‘J,OIJs in’ life was

hem for a practice game any-
[where it - could be arranged-—the
}expense usually out of his own
| pocket. :
. A great man. to make g auccess-
ful switch on a team, he had. 2
| great confidence. in -his Kilfinane|,
lads, and it was one of his under-

)ever sure of beating a Kilfinane|

teamm until they were going haome;}

| winners in their cars after the
match. - ' |
A great sportsman, Mick -was -
good man to take a beating and | |
never sought excuses for defeat.!
Many will remember .the occasion]
‘the Oalugha.un v. Kilfinane!|
County minor hurlmg final. "A|
. very inclement day, Claughaun
| ’were very late fielding on the oc-
- casion.” Mick Mackey was the' re-
' feree, but Mick O'Keeffe refused
|t0 take advantage of Claughaun’s
default and insisted on playing the|
match which the city lads won.,

‘One. of the greate&t ‘games of!

the three year minor spell of glory

was that against Kilmallock, pla ed|
at Elton 6n August 15, 11950, Riv-|
alry was ‘particularly. keen between |
the pair and Mick had such con-|
fidénce in his.lads that he was re-~|-
-puted to have hhlS shirt”, on the|
outcome. It was his custom to!

Kilfinane
(CONCLUDED)

‘give to the players a glasa of'
water to which he added a liberal |
dose of glucase powder. to" “steady

i

their nerves.’

During the process on this occa-|

8ion. 8 -wag remarked: ‘‘Mickey,!

bmc yourself.”

at a particular match a.nd saying
it was ‘So  ‘infense ' that ‘Micky

O'Keeffe was seen to “eat the |
grass on the gideline.” J
Fong of congemal company after :
8, game, he was the life and soul |
of’ sgny party and a great spinner |
"{of yarns, regularly telhng _onel
"t against. himself, .
is. 1ove, of. hurhn Waa Wldely

gﬁ tried |
ent |

ofte

when someone asked him how he

| got the mark on his nose, and he
-related how: it was the result of
| the craek: of a hurley whilst play-|
ing corner-forward fﬁr} St. Col-| -

finane with the Mulling Cup, Mick Mnan's of  Feérmoy | against

Farranferrm One of the company

immediately bpttéd in:  “You told|:
-me that yarn five, or six years ago,j
‘but it was North Monastery then,|
dld ‘not Hot, Farranferris.,” Mickey. qu:lckly |
retorted: ‘Yerra, if-vyou everhurled|
‘against one of the other you would |:

'be so excited that it would be a

| talking ‘hurling’  and the rugby|

Jdying . principles that no one ‘Wwas|!

week ‘later before you = would {

knt}w whether ybu had a mark or
not,
A real artist in every sense. of

the word as understood by, Gaelss, |
ihée knéew the = rule book -o~ff by.[
heart,, or ”backward&,”ﬁ._ as.. some;
. would rather put it. That did ‘not
inecessarﬂy mean: that he was be-
!]a&‘ @ccgs;qnally, .
and” hlS encnunters“ with & few|
4§ . ._ 4'."“"-'.;..115_' wd &
imeetmg‘s weére g ‘treat to hear.

‘yonq breaking g

K ereilid

-othern.-

“uled figtic)

. 'When questioned sametmes abuut

‘an exceptionally good ‘minor, his: ’;,
| defence was always the ' same —|
| they haﬂed flrom the ' “mlddle of

the town.”

His news&gent’s; shop m Kllﬁn--‘
ane wags the meetng place of Gael-|
Jdom in the district,-and he could!
talk for hours on. end about hurl-—:

He got widle excited at games,

in which hig favourite team was |
engaged, and I well remember a |
friend describing the excitement|

areund hlm some great helpers, |

and I cap recall the names of Fr.)
Tom .O’Donnell, Castletown; Fr.|
Howard, Glenroe; ¥ s o) .Iimmler-
. T'obin, Mick Ha;nley, Johnny |

Y S

i

Grimes,  John Quinn, lennyi.

- Casey and T. O'Keeffe, - some !

Lwho were closely asaocla.ted “wi ~h
]the great work he perfarmed

A great f&vourlte Wlth everyone
ang always in good hunour, Mick
believed “in the wvalue: of pubhmt}r
and never failed to ceIe,braj:e a
local victory with a, big parade; of
‘the Cup around the town accom—

pa.nled by the Band.

He came of fine G&ehc stock —

‘and “his three broth.ers——pmesfs on
the Amerrcan mission -— J ohn.
Henry, ‘Gerard and  Denis, are
great ‘hearteq Gaels who' fe‘ﬂow‘ the

fortunes of Kilfinane and Limeérick

hmrhng &11 down the years.

Mickk - was" in poor health ft_ar'

some time past and was actuaily
in . a Dublm hospltal on “the “occa-

point, and in the following game ! sion of the 1958 nnnor Al],-Ireia.nd

Fmal and msmted on. gettmg olit
to see the same, He was thriHed by
that great Limerick win for
-maintained his g‘reat *mterest
the youth to the very end.

‘It was thus fitting that the juv-

enile - players were entrusted with
‘the task of fermmg he guard of

honour around his' coflin “on’ the ’

last sad journey to the hIStOI‘IC
' Hill -ef Ardpatrick.. -

to see a Gaelic field in Kilfinane.

-iI—Ie regularly stressed this ' point, |
-"and -the greatest tribute, that could |
- be paid his memory would be. the |

raising of a ‘playing  field where

tice’ the mational ‘gamés,”
[ BOTH ARE PRIESTS NOW.

—who, on many occasions, helped
“td brmg" the laurels of v1ctory
-~ home to Kilfinane. Both are now
.pmests Father Donal is on the
' mission in A;Ecolaco N. Transvaal,
South Africa, Father Liam, who
’was also a promment figure on the
"team, is at present attached to the

Redem torist "Mensastery, Mount |
St Alphonsus Limerick. During

the shring Fr Mc:Carthy, C.8S8.R.,

will lea.ve for ‘the thppmef

Islands -and will carry with " him
the prayere; af his numerau&
frzends |

&

i %
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| the youth’ of ‘the pamsh could, prac— .

Kilfinane "owes much to the’ Mac-_:«
Carthy brothers-—DPonal ang Fiam |




