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(BY seﬂmus O’Ceailangh)

IMON = O'Riordan = was- just
. growing  to manhood when
the GA.A, was founded, and
Ammediately  threw ‘himself into
the - work of organisation. In fact,
~that great ' chronicler of early
- Gaelic days, the late Major Larry
- Roche, has left it on record that
_Slrvmﬂ O’'Riordan brought
first set of hurleys to Dromin.
. Anyway, the Dromin hurlers
were quick in the field, and one of
the first tournaments
under G.A.A. rules took pla:ce at
Bruff, where Dromin lost to Feda-
more afier an exciting game by
thiree rorfeit points to nil. . The
date of that match was Septem-—
ber 27th, 1887.. -

TO THE FORE IN THE
COUNCIES

111 ‘additiop, to the prominent;
part they. took in active work on!
the playing fields, the Dromin lads
were to the fore in the Councils
of the Association, and the part:
played by Very -Rev. Eugene |
‘Sheehy, P.P, Bob Coll and Larry
"Roche in shaping the early des-
‘tiny of the GLA.A. by the BShannon
was really hmwmense. Bob Coll and
Larry Roche were also-very much
to the fore in the atnletic revival,
to which another great hgurc
from the parish contrlbu‘ted in no
small degree—Dr. J. C. Daly, one
of the party on the famed G.AA.
“Invasmn"“ to Amemc& in. 1888,

In  hurling 'and - football the
Dromin lads made the welkin ring
all - thmugh the formative years,
and in condmoy with the district
‘around helped to produce . their
quota of famous figures to illume
the pages of Gaelic history.

Simon - worked like a trojan in
furthering and advancing the
cause of the Gael and was pro-
minent in every move to streng-
then and improve the standing of
the games in the parish and sur-
rounding areas. In fact, his devo-
tion to native pastimes was a life-
long passion and for more than
sixty vears he wag a Well nown
figure at GAA fixtures
wide - area, always cycling,
when he had  passed
elghty

the

thusiasm.
COUN’T’Y SENIOR HUR;LING
| TITLE

In 1893 Simon assisted the South'

Limerick Hurling Club, which hagd
its headquarters in Bruree win

- the County
remarkable achievemeni and won

in decisive fashion, 8-1 to 0-1—the

famous St. ‘Michaels of Limerick
providing the opposition. A special
feature of this final was  that it
was played under the auspices of
the Central Council, as no County
Boarg wag functlomng in- Lime-
- rick at the' period. This Was due
~to political dissensions arising

of - the Parnell “Split,” and
SIimon
larly Tom Campion,
ane ang Larry Roche,

James Birr-
‘must go

the c¢redit for keeping ‘the South

Limerick lads .in the Association.
Three ' years later Larry Roche,
Tom Campion, John Flanagan

and D. Murphv were members of

teams that played at Stamford

- Bridge, I.ondon, on HEaster
Monday, the drst big G.A.A.
day in the  HEnglish  metro-
poiis. Larry Roche play e d
with  the Imsh football  team |
that beat a ILondon selection, |
whilst. Flanagan, Campienh and

- Murphy, with R. A. Gleeson and
W. O'Dwyer (St. Michael's) and
P, Lee (Cappamore) helped Muns-
ter hurlers beat Leinster 5-7 to

the !

ELI'IISEd |

Vears malkma remarkable |
'1llustrdt10n of - earnestneﬁb and en-

senior hurling tltle a |

out '
s

and a few others, particu-

N O’RIORD

1500 dollars, when
presented -and. the
uable medal ever contested for in
athletics, = Simon explained ‘that
this splendid trophy was presen-
ted to John Flanagan champion

I_welght thrower of . the world, by
Judge Dowling. of New York, and and athletes made their contribu-
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I will glways
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2-8. In a sports meeting which fol-

lowed, John Flanagan broke . two'

Worlds rﬂcerds,.throwmg the 16

1bg. hammer—registering 156 ft.
ins. with unlimited  run and fol-—-
l«t:n.?v1 and.. 147,_?1} from ‘fhe 9 ft '
Y m e %h:"#.g.'q *‘k-k'_;. rH'i!ca:m %W“ﬂ“ﬂu W*""‘v

A GREAT ADMIRER OF |
- JOHN FLANAGAN \
Simon was a ‘greay admirer

iIs emblematic, of the champwn_
ship of the world in weight-throw-
ing. It weighed about four ounces
and was made of solid gold ex-
quisitely modelled.

PADDY RYAN OF PALLAS

It wag a source of great joy to
Simon that another leerlchman
Paddy Rjan, of  Pallas, also
achieved world distinction with
the weights. I heargd him say:
“Paddy Ryan threw the 16 ibs.
nammer with such ease, and could
revolve while doing that triple
turn with such speed that it was
noething less than amazing. His
worth as a weight thrower was
- never .estimateg high enough. I
never saw a man in the ring
2 hamrer in his hand that could
use himself to such advantage as
he couyld. Somehow or other he
was built differently to any of
them. Xo was my dol of what a
perfect specimen of -+ weight
thrower sinould be. While Flana-
gan was a runner and
be reckoned with iy his
as an athlete, he was buiit

Symet-
rically as a weight-th y

rower, vyet
that P‘ld,dy
-he eould never
utilise the space within the seven
foot circle as Ryan used to., Flan-
agan, however, was the hero of
epic achlevemen‘rw in his era and
retain
m?ﬁo?l élflarebt "
) T FOR NATI()N
< INDEPENBENCE Ak

‘Ryan had, and

Tike many - more G.A.A. men,

Simon. O’Riordan wag ever in th
thick of the fight for n&tﬂongl m?
dependence, associated with every
effort to. better the conditiong -
the people he often bore testi-
mony to .the - wonderful change

jumper to |
early days)

‘top place in my

of

orlgmally G.AA. gra.dually estabhshed
most val-i self. A new spirit grew up with
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1 of the
So0on  bhecame

over a wide area on
sions,

jdom he helped

AN of xromm

it
the organisation  and’ discipline,
and the power and influece of the
rulmg classes diminished accord-

ingly. Hand in hand with the Land
i League, the hurlers, foothallers,

tion to the buﬂdmg of a new Ire-
land.

The foundm of the Irish Vol-.
unteerg’ mlghlt be said to consti-
tute the opening of another chap-
ter in the history of our nation.
Towards the close of 1913 Simon
invited a number of kindred spir-
its to his home one evening and
there and then formed a blanch
Volunteers, of which he
| one of the most
active members. s L

REFUGE OF MAN Y
CC“WANTED” MEN

The house that witnessed ihe
launching of the Volunteers in
Dromin was later the refuge . of
many much wanted dnd hunted
men -during the War of Indep-
endence. Simon worked earnestl
Tfor Sinn Fein and the Volan—
teers; visited his home and
ment  visited his home
from there directed operations
meny ocoea-
and later soldiers  of the
“on the run”. spent many a
the hospitable
and pat—

T.R.A.
restful night under
roof of ,the great Gael
riot. .,
Few of the ‘younger grf-\nera,tlon_
can have any idea of the risks
Simon took in sheltering the fight-
ing men of  those unforgettable
and glorious day.a but he never
reckoned the ecost, and besides
rendermg yeoman service hnimself
gave distinguished sons to actively
assist inp the fight. '
British Crown forces .ralded his
house 2n many occasions but the
savagery and brutality only streng-’
thened the will ang resolve of a
true Irishman, who lived to enjoy
for quarter of a century the free-
in no ungengrous
‘nieasure to Wll‘l .

that came over the countrv RS the
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John Flanagan and mighty proud
of the wonderful achievements of

" the Kilmalloek man on world ath--

letic fields. I remember one oeca- |-

sion when he sp
breast -of  ‘the
madal Wem;h

famous Dowling

s@methmg

oke with swelling
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and



