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By SE AMUS O’CEALLAIGH.

ACEK again in his native Bally— s1de
- hahill for. almoot quarter. of | Abbeyfeale; Tommy Healy,
-is “a’ man’ who &nd P&Qdy‘

. r
'L.:.n

oentury now

has made his impress on both the S

Irish and American athletic and

foo tball fields.

- Borr! in the parish of Ballyhahlll
oo April Tth, 1892, Roger O'Sulli-
VAN G WaSs. but th1rteen "years -old
_When ~on "August 15th, 1905 he
cwon -the schoolboys’ ~race ~at- . the

Tlochl sporis. Exdctly twelve months

~1atar he.. <had a sn'mlar ‘success at
Bhy tcluded -

Loughﬂl

Roger went: to ‘Dublin. .in . 1908--
‘ohere' he Jomed the famous
hlel{home with' whom ‘he . ﬁgured

“for"two seasons. Then moving to
London, he figured prominently in
games in the English metropolis
dullng 1911 and 1912.

H}‘% FOOTBALL WORT‘H
| Mi(‘GGNIbeﬂ. o

; baola in Baliyhahﬂl the follow-'
Aing . year -his: footbhall - ‘worth.

-tors, and ‘he .was._ ar member.  of
“the .Ballylanders. “pick"”
beat Cork by ‘three pomts in the
- Munster. .final . at. Thurles.
Wlth John Tom ©&Connor he wWas |

~-jpicked for the: All-Ireland . semi- |

- Tinal " later. ‘that  season, but.  he

- left for New York in - September,'.

1913, shortly before the g&me was
played

The Ballyhahlll man has often
expressed his. - adm1rat1on of, his
ooueaguee on that Munster ohamp—
ion . fifteén and considers. the trie—

that
Along’!

*and - Blondy

was |
reeogmsed py -the County . selec- |

OSborme, Kiely and. Walsh — - as
-~ Teally: great. footba,llers fit . to
rank wﬂ:h the best.. of thelr day.:

Roger played

on . the, forty ‘vards|

-that oecasmn-—-ﬂa poeﬂ:lon he  has|

_..MW&Y&' ﬂccupled both An Ireland'

nd Amel ica.
On' ‘arrival

“With ~'them in the U.S.A..
pionshipg’ fromm 1914 until” 1922,
winning : out . on three:'eccasions,

MEMORABLE TUSSLE, |

months “holiday.:: in 1919,"

=100 and .was not-Jongs-at: home |

betfore - he was in- actmn for Rally-|
(Clare) o
“Shortly i

LE hahlll
11’1 &;

‘against Coolmeen-
eha}lenge ‘game.
- eiterwards he. lined. out:against
--Abbeyfeale
pionship at Newcastle West and
after g .most., exoltlng game the
resilt was a draw. -
Roger regards that tussle as
the most memorable -of his
career:; Played, in ‘September 1919,
they’ Still spegk  of it by
hahill firesides. Some great men
to Wear the. parlsh ‘colours on
that i.oceasion | were “Jack Tom
O’Connor (RIP) chk MeCoy, |
Joe OShaughnessy,

(the HilD," Mlek Hanley, Johnny
'O’Brlen, the brothers Roger and
Mmk - O'Sullivant
SPARILING FINISH.
Grea,t erowds tra,velled
that ‘game... and they

Bally-

Tom Garry.
O Sha.ughnessy +Jim - OConnory

”"to see '
TAere Lre-]

iR New York. pelYasn't-playing. a 8004 -

Jomed the. .Cavan - team and. played;-r
cham-.

| Baster C‘ogrees restricted the ad-

Returnmg tQ Ireland for: a SiX, know he:

hef?
’brought his ‘zest. for football alﬁng;::.

in - the - -County  cham-

.;._“e.t Ardagh Sports, his «distance:’ on:

warczﬁed W1th a brllllant exhibition-a

of
: Iea.dmg bym two
goals Wlth ten mlnutes Teft: to
play, and
. - Bally h&hlll rose - to . great

Ro ger. Q’Sulhv&n - flaghing:

Th e

in a sparkling:- “firish |
heights, |
‘threugh.

:for the. . pa,m: of ‘green flags. that

“ordained” the pair .should ﬁght Tt
-out .again . enother . day.’ onod
Abbeyfeale men -on. that occamon

. inclirded.. Big. . P:a,ddy Fltzgerald:

Daxe OConner,i DT
Cplhns and M. OConneJl
Roger O’'Sullivan was’ ploked by‘
~-the. Limerick -Commercials to play]
'in  the Munster Cha.mplonsmp
semi-final against Clare & at Kil-
- kee, in 1919, and. returned to Ne’w
Yor%: thier following -« speaps s
ST ¥R 1923, hie tarned out folr Tlp-
-’rperary and- helped ‘themd . win ‘the.
"thaﬂmmonehlp -of -the’ US A ‘beat-|
~+ing Kerry -in’ the-finak
:-.j‘-later' ploked “for
“féotball #
teann G&mes,

Trooper

1-"‘

but ‘the: trlp

Ceaneelled: owmg to ~the troubled
-*’*f'oondrtmns Irelond e.t the
period. - -
LIMERE GK_ SENIOR TEAM IN
NEW YORK.

A Timerick ; senior:: team AWaAS Qr-"
g'?amsed in “New York in 1924, and
Rogeér was appointed its oaptam
'Phev went into the final against

g h}gh Jjumpers.

men,..
He was | s.a.lesme'm )
Amerlca O the Wa,lkm down Fifth Avenuee,bout
team' at the” ﬁrst Tail-{o 'élock the talk turned to a,thletl,es,-
~was tasg it so often did.. C‘on who - re,relyl

man down, as ‘was often the ease
‘}in after: years.

R O’S U LLi VAN

O’ Connell i
Foynes;
Bally-

Were Danny
O’Sh&ughnessy,
teen.
I remember hearing Roger once
speak of the great
whom  he -oft hned up in the land
of the Stars and ~Stripes.
inciuded a whole. bevy of grand
“Keérrymen—Phil - Sullivan  Pluggy
Moriarty, Big Paddy Casey, Mick
and- ~Jack Moriarty  and the
Lﬂnderq brothers. - The. others in-
the Ormsbvo- of Mayo,
Barrel, of Thurles, i1Joyce
Byrnes, of Kildare,
John and -Mick McGoldrick, of
Leitrim, -and old-timers of ‘the-
American era - will tell you the
Ballyhanill man was able to hold
his own with the best of them,

MORE THAN MODEST.
Roger - was always
modest about his own part.
building the gamnies of the Ga,el
across -the: Atlantm. whilst. gen-
.erous in his praise of 'the, art
others
miration of the fine figureg against
whom he played.  He spoke of
them as some of the cream of the
native arena, many- All-Ireland
meyn, and paid rtl‘lbUtB to the grand
cl_e_an football they " played, with
never an- effort at’ pulling a good

Billy.

- Nevertheless, he more *thJan once
expressed his admiration for . the
footballers of more modern: - times.
Somie” 6f theny he  considérs really

in" ‘his’ OWIE de,y ~On one matter
‘he “held . ver*y“ -strong - views<{the
que;,._hon “of - suhsmiturtmn,  ‘snd
could "not “understand -the ‘idea " of
‘tellmg‘ ‘& man -to lie down ifﬂ_‘fgh.e
-game,
was a; pra,ctloe ‘that -just did- not
‘exist” in ‘the - olden areno I have
not - rnet ‘Roger ' since the- recent

“pubstitutes, " but I
wul welcome it as, aft
least, a step in the rlght d1rect1on

ATHLETIC! PEBFORMANGES
- - "IN USA, -
T have mentioned :a,lreo,dy some|
of hIS earliest €ssays in the realms)

-olthletics:” ‘Unfortunately; T
ha.ve no records-of his -doings on
American tracks but I know he
worn several pmzes there, mainly
for the long - jump, the 100 and]
220 vards.
athletes of hiss time, including
Tom and Dan Ahearne, of Athea,
Con. Leahy, of Cregane o,nd Peter
O'Connor, of “Waterford.

During his 1919 hollday tmp to
the homeland we find him taking
first place. in - the long  jump -at]
four - differént ‘meetings: Shana-,
golden (20 ft. 9 in)), Loughﬂl (21
£t:), Newtownsandes . (22 £t 02 1ns)
and --Athea: (21 +ft, 6----1ns) - On.

‘mission

|another wisit to. Ireland- five years |

Jater; he: won..the long: jump-event

thie occasion being 20 ft. ' 2 ins.
Roger regards Jerry. Scanlan, . of
Tenna,kllla as one of the most
promising” men of. .the Irish arensa:
of -his day. " Untralned he often
rose .5 ft. 10 ins. in. the- h1gh Jump’
and. was. oe,pable of 46 feet. in the

“hop step.” -, Roger, Who studleél
the- tra,mlng methods: -the
American -arena; .feels . that if

Scanlan was tralined under these.
conditions he would reach W'orld'
champion’: class,. ~despite. the fa.ct
-that he 'was yvery: bashful.

I heard him speak,. too; of .I1m
MeKenn&, Toughill, as. a useful-
~-Mick. .

good at. the half and one mile.
event Father - J.- Mullane .and
P&dd Ahearne of” Athea Paddv

men against).

They|

ceased ‘to function,

| Street

more “Lhan |

played. I recollected his ad—'

e make certain

,«::reat and far more scientific thani{
'onened two

‘Broadway,

It '-Munster*

years - these. proved o marvellous

‘He: met all the great|

Hynes, Curra, |

“Taok” Sollwan Der (near Lis-"
toWeI) and -J. B&rry, of C‘oolmeen

SEON LEAHY&’S SDEATH ;
Roger O’Siulllw*&n and Con Leahvf-*
W&I“e grea,t
they.. worked together
One evenmg,

6

§poke . of his .own - deeds wWas

rel‘n‘imsoent mood. As t,hev walked
“along he "said: “Roger,
~didn’t know. myy strength. I did 6ft.
5ins. in San Francisco in the
“high »jump. ‘and. 23 It.6 ins.. in.
the broad Jump At ‘that t1me I
didn't care about the best man
in  the world.” A  few.  steps fur-

T leemok— ’}

When g

in 1907 I ¢

the

of \Ballyhahzll

i

road, he oontlnued ¢ Roger 1
know & friend hvmg in that
hotel.” 'These were the last words
of the great Cregz—me man, for
he fell into the arms cf his Irlend

JAll - traffic was stopped.  The
pohoeman on duty . ran - over.
“Who is this man?” “he quemed
Roger answered: “Con IL.eahy.”
“Is this the famousCon?” he said,
as he hailed a doctor who hap-
pened to be passing at tiie time.

Poor Con, however, was beyond
all human assistance. The great

‘heart that had stood him so well

on meény & field had suddenly
qnd ‘s, grand
figure hed passed to his maker
An zmbulsnce was called and
the remains were brought to 94th
Police Station. In Con’s !
pockets were two Rosary beads, .
several holy medals, and from his
inside pocket they pulled out the.
emblem  of Irela,nd-mth_e national |
flag. The officer in command .
called all his men around him and
said: “L.ook, here lies. one of Ire-

— e —— i =

land’s greatest athletes,” and they
all said a silent prayer over poor

Con. -
AT THE FUNERAL

At his funeral two days later,
all the famous othletes of Amer-
ica  were present. They came

from all over the oountry Theé
Ahearnesg travelled from Chmago
that XTimerick

would be well representyrd  and

John . Flanagan, of Knmalloek
,'Wtas also there. ;
In 1925, Roger 0"31111‘1van

dance halls in New
in, 125th - Street riegar
which = he ' named
“O’Sullivan’s Hall” and the second
in. 104th ' : Street, ealled the - “New
Ballroom.” '~ For  five.

York - one

sucecesg - and - were patronised by
the hurling ond football  clubsand:
came to be the recognised meet-

ing places of ali Cound:y L1mer1okl
and Kerry people. |

The Ballyhehill' mah !r'e-tsu.rned
for good to hisg native land 1n
1931, where he reared two sons,,

Michael - and Edward, and gave
them their first leseons in Gaelic
football.. As I must re-open ‘the|
family album on another occasion |
to- - follow the careers of the latter|
I just say “Au Revoir,” but not|
“Good Bye,” to the O’Sullivans.

—

=

'Tmpere,ry A greo,t trio on that

ther, . 9nd | pomt:ng across


mmaguire
Note
Account of the death of Con Leahy of Cregane above.


