AS’I‘ Week we honoured the

m&mory -of th& ‘captain- of - the
ﬁrst tedm to win Mirsfer and All-
Ireland. hotiours: for Eimerick. -

- Now let. us meet ‘eighty-one yeéars
old -John Pewer .of Balhngarry, who
withessed all the greadat gameés of the
1897 champienshlp,._and can  récall
m@st of the 'big figureés of early
- G.AA; days in West. Limerick.

Born on May 13th,

- first” playéd in hig
after the founding of thé GLA A, His
earliest memory is of a famous

matc-h between. Dromm and . Fsen-
- tossed  up

ball - Was -

agh,”  The -
leayers at. Crossgbar

between _the

Crass and’ undér the oid: r*ules it was .

then 'each man to his mvn dlstmci:
with ‘half, the’ cauntryside playing

tha" Drbfnm 1ads afid’ the ‘most re-

howned of the Feenagh men. were

Mozty ‘Liymeh; Tom and Miék G8ary.
Allin his area ‘played football at

that early pericﬁd /and:- the usual.-
custont was. to. challenge one.  ang-.

ther.: to,,,.-__a ma ch, either side of the
road -'~hé moé Fr&mmént of thegs
players were. Bil

a few years. ago in’ AI'HEI‘IC& Bill.-
Ballynme Johnny .’]rien,"

Keatmg,

‘Ballinaha; Tom Kllbmde ‘Knoek-

ﬁerna Johnny MUncton, Mlck Neli-

gah;: Kll&tﬂl a,nd John ann

]E)errycleugh

BBWImg' Was also g popular p.-a.s--

tHime in the' district at the time, ‘and’

John' ' Power still ‘hag two of the iron

11:3}?.115 they used roll along the toad
exl.

I the athletlc revwa,l Pa,t Dore'-

of Kilatel was 4 very” ﬁne pei"i"t::r:rjr‘ivaz::c'E :
subject; "1ived - 10 - the

: ;ninéty-stévtan .passing from this life|
| on, Deécember 8th, 1929.

| played

district -

at-the' 1ong jump and- s T-ain glad
to learn; still hale and hearty

THE: GB&N AGH UAVI-. _,.__S
John -
Grana,gh
the: G.AA, was estabhshed
after: one . of . our
- and apatton. of . the G.AA., [they
-usually catried a flag: with a. hoto—
graph ‘of Michael Dayvitt thereon On.|

- Power - played with  the
Davitts not’ very:long after
Named.

oné meéniorable oceasion Davitt hHim-1|
it: thmugh thej ‘

‘Othér notable
players in that téamr includéd John

self -walked. with
town of Rathkeale

Liynéh, Ballyea,lﬂn who. captamed
the. s:de Paddy- Conway, : Bally-
vologue; David - Hartigan; Cdoirus

Sheehan, Baflimleenagh
- This team won the 1890 compe--
~tition. under the Fathér Sheahy-
Cauniy Bodrd, . defeatmg St.
Michael's ‘of L1mer1t;k in- the final,
played at Newt:astle
ous - city players. in that - decider |
included “Gibbe? O’Dwyer ahd
Long B1lhe Connors John Power.
‘Mick Enrlght ‘are: now the

only two survwors of" that great_

océasion.
Johin Pcswer later Jomed ‘the |
Balhngarry team; under Captain |

Con - .’Keeffe,

hotable  hurling . games: With them |

~=Ong pafticular ‘Hiatch Lime-
rick. - .gsinst Caherlme standmg;
ot 1h 11§ . fhemory.

ANGTHER SPL]:LNDI"D- TEAM
Anothér . splendld ‘team of this|
E’ eriod - was. Kllﬁnny and John
ower. has pleasant

plaf’:‘-}-éd, for an hbur and. a: ‘half  in
- order: «to cget . a
Lyans was  the refer ‘that day
. They- Walked ‘to most of. their |
matc:hes i those  days;

the- re_ally

faxﬁ mnter S

Bl -'L._"_‘-rry mter&st m the game
Was verjr keen, ,_
bérs® pf ‘the hﬂm'}_m_\;club helping Kil-
finane on thé oeéasion. so John-

Power‘ and-a’ niimber of compan-=|

ions ‘set off for the venue, de5p1te

lallmgarry o
~ By SEAMUS O’CEALI '

:Buskm of Creom proved a
full -

| others to
1874, he’ was--
onlya young lad whet f@ﬁtball was|
digtrict shortly.|

-were two points ahead, when a

-great  puck-out by Rmdy reached |

goal- ths

Bob: Coll, the famous athlete, lea | 209 ensured that first great victory

N.T,, a noted athiete,

-mat for & fumber of yvears, and a
lifelong 111 the catse of}
4dthletics, -
EPower;” who dled-'hurleys, fashiofiing them. from the
ash -tree to the mdiwdual liking.
“And ‘the'good players in the local-
ity, in‘eaddition ‘to ‘thé AllIrelgnd

.men,

years two brothers-iii-law of John

figured
"Ballmgarry tedin which won Lime-
rick county Sénior htrling honaurs

| ;m_ 1911,

%'rea,test patrlots | merely

They weré unable to puck &g far as

| the faet
Mick Enright, Granagh, and Jack | e clder players despite the |

West,  Faiti-

layer was prepared to give evéry-
‘Ic)huslrg he had for the horniour of the

and. played. some
‘The old game hag & thrill in every

to cohis od top.) |
The %ld Hurler and fmtballer,-

who could recall every: great game
tates |

memories
of some “of. the ganmes they hiirled,
in particular a- meeting at’ Craom_-
for: the champmnshlp, “which was:
mn ‘Spencer |
but  fori

: lrmg_ distances suie cars.'__.
W?Tré'.' f-?-f'P-racurﬁd I R I

| when “the

with™ & few mem-!

Thelr Journey was well

repaid

by a great and exciting game in}

which- the Balhngarry representa
tives were very prominent.
Reidy manned ‘the goagls in
than capable fashion and

back. ‘Sean
some. grand
Cathrell

Qg Hanley
movemsents,
Flood  and Hynes were
lmpreSs -

GREAT AND 'DEOISIVE
- " "GOAL.
Nearmg the end of a really

citing {ussie the Kﬂkenny lads

his c¢lub maste;: Cathrell, who, With-

out allowing thé ball to touch the |

grouid, scored a great and decisive
at put Limerick in the lead,

-m the All-Iréland LHonburs race,

- THe Balhngarry trainer in thoge
éarly days wds thes late J oh}rll Kelly
who

afté-:‘rwards County Board Chair-
| Worker

The - players cut all their owh

included Ned Hartigar dnd

Mlchael Kelly, of Kilfinniy. In liter

P’ower—Paddy and: Jim O’ Grad —
prominently  with the

JQHN POVVER’SJ FATHER _
Wﬂham Power, . father  of our|
gredt dge of

He actually

hurlmg
vears before the Famine,
the “hurley” of that time being

populat' ‘sport, and of doutsge, the

players always favoured thelr ‘bare |

feet..
thbught

powerful as .the men. of his, day.

that the ball now was much lightef.
Theé old veteran, who Has fdllt:iWed
‘hurling  for almest ‘seventy years,

thmks 'I:here i8¢ not enoligh over- .

‘head play in the present game, " He
also feely thiat cliib spirit is nobt
up to.-the -old standard- when a

arish. .
P (;ISJD GAB{E HAD A THRILCL

IN EVERY STROKE,
John alsg feelg. that the games

are not as good now . as in the
past. He put it briefly: “You have. '.
no - real execitement - these - days.

stroke and it toak gmt and stamina

in ’Whlch Limerick figured,
Paddy Buskin of Croom . the. best
Hirlér .gf his era. But in his sum-

ming:up of. & hfetlme as a player|

or . Speéctator he  said: “I would|:
choas% Mieky Cross of Claughaun |’
as -the most smehtzﬂc hulrler* 1
have ever. knﬁwn ami it ig rather

V.- lg. pity- the. young players would |
.. classes

'-.,clﬂthes

-and’ learn his- art of . good

not. fry cso-'

ground ‘hurling '.whmh W&S
char&ctenstlc c% | him S

_-m‘“’*

wl th Padd

the All-—Ireland llmellght
John' Powet's other 3p0rt1ng in-

terests TWere coursmg -31d - horse|
racing. He rarely missed -a 29th
of . June méeting at the: -0ld- popu-

lar . Ba,rronstown “Venue  or Iater'

at ‘Limetick” Junetiot;

Jack
more |
Paddy |:
gregt |
Ied |-
~ whilst

cX-

Wwas |

in the . Balhngarry

furze roots roughly shaped. |
After the FM1ne~ faotball was the |

When I asked him - what he|
‘of. present—day players,|.
John Power -said he considered |-
they. were nqt ds strong or as|

Gab "

el the i
gbar ﬁ,'.‘-" 1

| leader, :-?n_-.harl'as Stewart
AL man Well versed in many
he” wad d régular £on- |
‘ ts “ Johh |
and the
thHe

e --.-'-gubjet’,ts,

| L1rr1é1*1ck Leadér ?
“Faugh a -Ballagh.”
glad
and was.

Gré 1‘1&ﬂ‘1’1 caurmng Club

ﬁu_rcell
ick  Chawke, a:nd_
I'wo of his dog§: ¢ Gift |
-and “Eravé Show,”

VELY succeSSful

A Véry popular man Wrth all
good
hé reputation |

'.1fajr many years of Being cne of |
m tl’ié

he
and held

_____
- .'tf*t"::f

triblitor for Highy. years
O Lonidon’s. W eekly

Under
pen name,
- His legion frierds  will be
to heéar of Hhis well—bémg

onie of the founders, and secretary_

Othei’s
‘#ssbcidted  with -him. i tHe Iﬂcazl,
“eoursitig ‘dotivitids included Giegre
“Jerry C&hill, Jack O'Keet e
Jtﬁhn Bennett
of the

were

; ig

[
——

-great link with the earliest - days

'the laten_ess Eﬁf the seasen

| for" ﬁve years of the Balhngarry

Limerlck hurlmg g]ory

a




