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' Great Limerick A thlete
- No. 104—-JACK RYAN of Limerick City
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(By SEAMUS O’'CEALLAIGH)

N recalling the handball career
- of Jacky Ryan we unlock
~the door of the old Limerick
Ballcourt in- Rutland Street, and
live again  through the ' glorious
days when that grand arena was
in itgs hévdav and inciuded inh its

membership what was, without & i
, ubt, greatest .
galaxy of handballers ever gath- . t __
in a single club ! week, whilet on -Sundays,
prince of
late

[a]
—-—

shadow - of doubt, the
- ered  together
anvwhore, led by the DI
hailployaers himself, the
Johnnie Rowles, of glorious and
immortrl handbhall memory.
Looking back over the years of
olory, the unforgettable spell
when great games and great men
graced the old Rutland Street
Court, memories come crowding
- of as grand a bunch as ever
graced & sporting arena in this
country—fine . fellows all, boon
companions, souls of wit and
merrinient and - simplicity per-
sonified. They sure made the
welkin ring in those days we recall
wistfully, and many who had the
extreme pleasure of being asso-
ciated with them in tirhes that
cannot return for any of us, must
{eel a pang of pain and regret
that so many of the old crowd
have passed, whilst the old bail-
court of such h«ppv associations
has. been allowed fall into such
‘decay as to sadden the heart of
any who - thrilled to the sharp
crack -of the old alley cracker in
the days of ~its affluence and
fashion. .' | -
MATTER FOR REGRET.
Whilst all lovers of this grand
old game are thrilled to see’ the
many fine ballcourts that have
“been . erected by the Municipal
autherities in Limerick during
recent years, the old timers feel
the passing of the old centre, the
- memory of which has never been
effaced,  and regret that ah
arena that could have been pur-
chesed for the proverbial sonhg
and equipped for the price of
the ‘chorus; on present standards,
hos  been allowed pass into a
state where one would hardly
recogriise the once great home of
Irish handball. There is, however,
still the skeleton to evoke emo-
tion and re-awaken memory.
~ But, thank God, we have still the
living links of many of the grand
characters that graced the fing cld
floor of the now dead bailecourt. It
is easy to catalogue thzs great con-
tests seen: there bdbut hard to re-
create tlie pillge stirring events
and incidents of its days of glory
or the character and greatness of
the men who have graced itg enclo.
sure. -
- ARTISTRY AND SKILL,
Jacky Ryan wasg but ohg of these.
but in payving tribute te his artis-
try and skill we recall the old
arena and the thousand memories
that rise out of the mists ¢f past
exigtence,. -stirrin pulses, even
those grown  feeble with the bur-
den of the passing years, a8 if the
old ‘gallery was again throngec
and the old slogans and the old
spirit - still dominated the . piace.
Alas! idle vision., Ged be with the
vouth of us<-well ah, weil. -
.Born sixty-four  yearg ago, in
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with deadly accuracy,
mention that present players in the |

I HITTING THE

thronged

the parish of St Jehn’s Jaeky

Ryvan, as 3 school boy used to play.
handball against the gable-end of
his house in' Clare =& o al
1ater continued to practice at the
Christian Brotherg S¢hool in Sex-
ton Street, where he played against
~ the gable wall of the school, - He

was lucky. to have cother good play-
erg in  Clare  Street at the time,

Street and |

notably Michasl and John Heffer-

‘nah,  and John Joe Airey, all of

e NOW “dead: MiCHA S BT S erHAN

was the only player in Limerick
‘capable of giving the late J. J.
Bowleg a. very tight call in a rub-
ber of three or four games.
ALSO A FIRST CLASS HURLER
- Before continuing with = this
tale of handball doings, it is well
to- mention. that Jacky Ryan was
also a first . class  hurler and
figured as left wing back with
the Claughaun team that iade
junior hurling  history between

the years 1910 and 1913 by win- |

ning championship honours four
geasons . runnihg. Others who
played with him 8t the time say

that Jacky was  very handy in
wielding the caman and could:

play in any part of the back
division. And when his hurling
days were over he gave further
valuable service to Claughaun: as
Hon., Secretary of the Club, a
nosition, ke held during the years
1914 to 121¢, when Claughaun won
the senior hurlihg county title
- three years in succession.
-~ Playing competitive

for twenty-one years, from - 1905
to 1926, he met all the  great
players of a remarkable era in
Limerick handball ,and played
both - with a : _
them, . including Michael and
John Heffernan, John Joe Alilrey,
Jack O'Grady, John Joe Bowles
and Bob Cussen, all of whom
have passed away (may God be

— e St el Ly — =

handball

and against most of |

Bourke and John Heffernan,

good to them), E. J. Burke, A.
MacLiysaght, Gus Cole, Ger
Roche, Jack Brennan, Stephen
Glesson, Tom F¥orde, George Mc-
sSweeney, and Jimmy Kirby.

Jacky, who spent all his spare

' timg coaching or teaching hand-

ballers how to play the game, in-
dulged in his favourite pastime
gt least two or three times a
winter
summer, accompanied by the
J. J. Bowies he
to - Castleconnell

or
late
weoilkked
ba,,ck .
TPTRESENT PLAYERS AND
COURTS. 3

To the qguery: “What Iiq
opinion o©of present day players?”
Jaocky replied: “As far assoft ball

and

‘playerg ih the city ara concerned
it would appeéar. that the majority

of thém go in far too much for
fisting and Xkicking, which to my
mind is & fatal mistake, ag I'd say
there are more aces lost than
gained, When Ned Bourke, Tommy

Forde -or Jimmy Xirby played iti

wag & pleasure to look at them with
their open hands place the balls
I might also

various city courts are at a great
disadvantage because the
are not fit for championship games,.

There should be galleries erected|

with dressing rooms. attached for

players to undress or dress as the )

case may be, and unless something
iz dohe in that respect we can’t ex-
pect ‘to see our players become

. champions and upholg the olden|

fameé of our -city. I might also men-|
tion that Leinster playerg have aj|
great advantage over Munster be-|

caluse they Hhave covered-in ball-

|coutts, which means they can play|

in winter and summer.”
HEADLINES AT
- 15.

Jacky ‘Ryan

of fifteen, hig first game of a big

rubber, his partner being K,

two, t!
Some weeks later
in & s0ft ball game at Annacotty,
partnered by J. Short, the wverdict
wag gained over Tom Harly and A.
Foley, three games to two.
 OUTSTANDING GAMES,
Space only permits my listing
some of the outstanding games of
a lengthy handball career,
under: o o T
August 19th, 1906—J, Ryan and
P, McCarthy beat Tom Rarly and
W. O'Brien in the City junior
dotuibleg final by three games to one,
for two  gold medals.
singles victory came shortly after-
wards, when he beat Bob Cussen,
21/14, 18/2%, 21/8. . = __
September 15th, 1906 — Jacky
Ryan and Bob Cussen created a
big surprise by defeating K. J.

games to 2, for gold rmedals and
the Championship:of Munster.
May 23rd, 1907—J. Ryan beat P.
Keéane (R.1C), 3 games to 1.
August '13th, 1907—J. Ryan and

Dioetor Byrne _
lB.owies._ and E. Cleary, 3
September 9th, 1907 — J. Ryan
and M, Heffernan beat K. J
Bourke and Gus Cole. 6 gameg to 1
October 13th, 1907 — J. Ryan
beat Gus Cole, 3 gameg to 1, for a
small side bet. | -
September 13th, 1908 — J. Ryan
beat T Weville, Cotk, at the 0ld
Market Place Ballcourt;, Cork,
1/16, 21717, 21/11, 21/14. Onl the
same ocecasion J. J. Bowles and J.

games to

rew  (Carky, 4 geaimes to’D -

- Sept. 27th, 1908-—J. Ryan beat T.
Neville, at Cork—21-13, 21-9, 17-21,
21-8 This ruber was for a side bet
of £5 each,

Oct. 4th, 190 \{ ir
court, J.” Ryan and E, J. Bourke
beat W. Bigane and J, Nagle, 5
games to 4. ) o
Sept. 15th, 1%09—J. Ryan and Bob
Cussen beat 8. Gleeson and Con
Scanlan (Fedanmore), 3 gameg to 1.
ACTIVE OGN HURLING FIELD,

Jack’s handball wasz restricted
from 1908 to 1917 during which
period he vras actively engbged on
the hurling field with a very suc-
cessful <Cloughain ¢combination,
who were 0 the zenith of their
power thsen, -

1918—Limeric'y . Co.
ships: J. Byan beat
11-21. 21-17, 23-11, 21-19;
beat G. McSweeney—=2l, 18
20-21, 2320, November 3rd:. J.
Ryan beat 8. J. Gleeson, Fedamore,
by 105 aces to 108. in the final, one
of the most exciting deciders
ever waged at tht City Ballcourt.
The wnuaar receiwved o valuable

L

G. Roche—
J. Ryan

Limerick gt the time, _

1926—J. Ryvan and E. J. Bourke
beat 3. Gleeson and W. Gleeson
(Fedamort) in the senior hard-
ball doubles county championship

final. | |
~J. Ryan beat J. Carroll (Bruff)

invariably

your

courtyg .

commenced hitting_;
the handball headlines at- the agej

natuke being a deubles hard b.ajl_l._f.
Bourke, and they beat M. Heffernan
and Tom Leahy by four games to:
a2t Rutland St. Court—-the date |
iJune 10th, 1905.
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the ball apa a spectator’s clay pive.
went soaring to the front wall.

1 withr whieh I will conelude this

Imy ball-playing friende fof me to
{the length and breadth of our tight

honourable mention or a place of

at Hospital in the senior hard ball]
singles championship (Dr. Hia,r'tfyf
Cup). B -- |
J. J. Bowles and J. Ryan beat
Tommy Forde and Jimmy Kirby, 4
gameg to 2, in & thrilling challenge
Rame that aroused great interest.
EXHIBITION GAMES.
Jacky Ryah, with the All-Irelana
champions, Tom Soye and Tertry
O’Reilly, figured in a great series ot
exhibition games in double handed

matches for ten days, playing in
ithe following courts: Limerick Cit¥,

Kilfinane, Hospital, Fermoy, Rath-

1keale, Ballingarry, Tipperary Town

and Sixmilebridge.” All venueées were

‘[very well patronised and the spéc-

tators thoroughly enjoyed the games
as thﬁel_:e wag Some brilliant play on
both sides. ‘The last match of the

|tour was at Sixmilebridge, where

-Jacki*e- Ryan and George Meehan
(Ennis) beat the All-Ireland cham-
plons 2 gameg tO one, with a soli- -
tary ace dividing the sides at the:
end of a great game. At this venue |
the left-hand side wall only exten-
ded half the length of the court and
the spectators were looking in on
the remaining portion. Jacky was
playing on the left side and drew
on..one ball,” and amidst laughter

INTERESTING PRESS NOTICE.!
- The great game in 1818 between.
Jacky Ryan snd Stephen Gleeson, |
already referred to, was the subject|
of a wvery interesting Press hbdtice
sketch of a grand ballplayer and a
sincere and valuéd friendi:— |

“It took but. little cogitation over

decide that there is not a man in

little Green Isle more worthy of

honour than Jacky Ryan, the Lime.
|rick ' boy, who quite recently won
fthe Senior Handball Championship
In the most briiliant: fashion,

iJ.
| affable and

a. friend is concerned-—his presence

gate!

partictlar line in Ireland.
matches are brought off under its
jaegis
ismoothly and to prove successful’

“I doubt if there ig & mote popu-
lar player appeaving in any of the
ball courts of the present dev than
Ryan., Eminently courteous,
genial—one who never
countg the trouble whers obliging

is at all times, and under all cir-;
cumstances, welcome wherever
handbeall votaries ‘mcst do congre-
Limerick Handball Club is
one of the most flourishing and
best conducted institutions in .its
When
they ~2rtain to

Hig first

‘so far as human foresight can
command success., Thig ig not
hrought about by cs&relesg or lax
management, of by letting things
take their course. The ruling and
guiding star of the Ciub in recent
days has been Jacky Ryan, and
under his management as THon.
Secretary, the Club as all admit,
{hag 1ost nothing in prestige or the

4 ,

¥ (U.S.A) beat J. J.

Ryan beat W. O'Herlihy and C.}

8—At 'Rgé:;thluirr': Ball-|

Champion-

21-10,

|

{
i

gold medal, presented by the late
S. B, Quin, who wag the Mavor of

successful

isgueg of the tourna-




