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,h ”R JOHN

ma.n
- field,

and - won

‘and . athletics,
the: hurlmg

honours on -

‘gaining Dublin, Leinster and All-'_'-
the . famed!

~Ireland medals - with

-Collegians, for whose orgamsatlon_
in - the:

~and advancement he was.
‘main responsible. -

But " despite his i?vonderful re-"'
‘in - the. cause of |

cord of Ilabour
‘the Gael, he ‘had
threughout life, and

one regret

county, and never had the pleas-

ure of wearing .a . 1meriek er-| .
s I&. J "--endeevour

‘of his GAA

sey, or partwlpe.tmg in the. gla-
‘mour . of

ship encounter

Born at Ba.llyadam Pallasgreen ;

Co
evinced an
- Gaelie, and
~ that when he - entered University
. College, . Duhhn,
" medicine;, he 1mmed1etelv ‘set
- about: geting the hurling - game on
a firm . foundatioh -there..
HAD TO FIGHT PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE.
Meny present day
-'.ﬁnd it difficult to appreclate the
vistness.

- 1nterest “in

of the most despicable kind, and
- met - opposition at every - turn —
“not - alone from those in author-
ity but from many of h1s fellow
students :

That he fought it all at tlmes
- almost. single-handed, “snd - car-
ried the struggle to an eventual
. victory. that had a profound
~ effect on the whole standm
the games, not alone in the gUm_
- .versities but
. ropolis, is only pert of the: ‘work
. accomplisheg by this true pionheer,
-whose interest and ,enthusmsm
never ﬂagged and who richly
served the tribute .of havmg his

memory eénshrined in the pair of

cups, now the prized trophies for

. the annual hurling and ‘football
games .

between the Umvereity
' selectwns and ‘bhe - Rest - of Ire-

RYAN d1d remark-f
“able work ' for - Gaehc ‘games |

| (By .. sem- o.fceanwa:gm -

‘Dr. John Ryan, and men. of. hlS
calibre, made these games pos-
sible; - and “this faét - should - not

‘it . was that|
‘he was denied the honour of win-
ning a Gaelic title in his native

a, Munster ha 1on--_
3 C mp ia noble

‘mond Hospital during

~Limerick, John Ryan ee.rly.:'V"'re"‘:‘-'k

thxngsz
it was no surpnse ;.

rendered

as  a. student of .

VSHCCOHP

"tice

_'ha.ven
'Wounded men, and sheltered tnem
He |

-Gaels mayf

of his task. He had  to"
break through pride and prejudice:

risked 'his own

he

in’ ‘the entire -met-

de=
ttrusted:

{ ment  of the C‘rerda he was ap-

- work, although his caman ' craft

| roe, Caherline and - Cestleconnell

| Fitzgi

| bigr

-- 'to Comie; __
| Cork Athlehc G
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lend The unselﬁsh secrlﬁees of

be lost sight of - ‘in-' these" days
when - our ;games ‘have won a
popularity and a pe.tronage un-
dreamt of two score years ‘ago.-

N OBLE
FIELD:

In the Wlder field of na,tmnd,l
Dr. ~John, llke many
colleagues played;--
part. A student at Rich-
the Haster
Insurrection of 1916, he

invaluable help and as-
sistance - to the insurgents. Later,
he spent three years as House

Surgeon: at Jervis Street Hospi-
tal, agam helping by every means
at his disposal any member of
the Repubhoan forces needlng hlb'

When he set up in prlvate prao-
hlS house was - a Irlendly

“for. attended many
under - his hosplta,ble ‘-roof.
life .by domg 80,
but visits and threats by armed
members of the British forcas
only strengthened his" resolve - and
remained to the end stead-
fast to the cause of II"lSh indge-
pendence. |
| WH'EN NEW STATE WAS

- . SET UP..

He was a close personal frlend'
of Michael . Collins and Harry'
Bolahd-~beth of whem shered
full his G.AA., 1deals and. outlook -'
When the British were: eventually
driven  out, and :the new  State
established, Dr. Ryan was . en-
Wlth ‘many 1mport&nt

medical tasks. On the establish-

pointed first Medical Officer of the
Dublin Metropolitan Division, and
was also largely responsible for the
organisation of the Army MEdlC&I
Seérviees. .

~ Dr. John Ryan Was e. “mean of
fine stature—6 ft. 2 ins. ‘and Built
accordingly. Mighty ‘also 'in his

and feme are 1mperlshablv linked
with  his adopted Dublin, he
always took pride in telling that
he Jlearned his hurling in
Golden Vein country,
irifiliehce of the stalwart teams of

his day—Pallas, Cdppamore, Mur-

.- A GRAND TEAM.

Helping. the Collegians win
bbon Cup victories in 1915,
1916 and 1917, he soon had the
U.C.D. lads & force in the Dublin

—— | holders. of the Blile Riband, and’

.' Paddy and Mick;
- | between the stxcks Steve Haekett,
‘1 Hughie Shelly and Ph11 Dwyer. ©

__oecasmn made history - later..

PART IN WIDER ] John Ryan; a powerful command

-than polleh

tion with .

| medical

‘teould - count - such stalwarts eel
Johnny Leahy, with  his brethers
“Sklnny” O’Mare

But, Dr. John was right. He cap-
tained a grand side .from Collegians
and Faughs mamly They chal-
-lenged Tipperary ~rare - atyle-
and won well, 5-4 to 2-3.. Some ot
the Dublin  newcomerg on chat
- Dy,

ng back, with  ‘more resolution
his.- colleague, - Dr.
_Tommy Dalv, one of the grendes*:

«little ‘men - thet ever  guarded . a
‘hurling

- nét;  Paddy Kenneﬁck -
Martin Hayes Bob Mockler; 'then
in his glorlous prime;
Burke ~one of the few. dual
ehamp:lons our own Mick Neville
of K11ﬁnny Jim: Phelan of Laois,
and a man. very much to: the fore',
‘In the support and enoouragement
of hurling fo thig dle.y———T’ommy
Moore of Faughs.,
| MEMORABLE SUCOESS
The Collegians’ success was a
.memorable one and Dr. John was
a proud captain; indeed. The Col-

i lege  ladg rete.lned their hurling

ehe.mfmonlshm for twe  further
yvears, but Wexford ‘took . the
Leinster title in 1918, and it was
‘“next. best thing” for ‘the ' Colleg-
ians captain whey  his  native -

Limerick, with Wﬂhe Hough as

Cée;ftein took hornp the All—Ireland'
P |
Dr.. Ryan, however had hurlmg

{on the College map: e.nd rememed -
] its pllla,r to the end. -

‘When he retxred from the aes
tive arena, Dr. R_yan contmued
to give pr&ctlce,l support and.
maintained an uUnbroken ‘eonnec- -
Gaelic athletic = affairs"
in ' U.C.D. where hé was. always ac

| popular ‘and honoured- figure: Also
| President -of the college” e,l:hletic--{_.

cliub,  he turned: out’ grend teams

of athletes

- Very . sueeessful in “his profes—
sional career, he. enjoyed. ‘big
praotlee in  Dublin Clty
and 1nvar1&bly gave his- hest. ser-
vice -  without any recompense :

'whﬂtsoever to struggllng' Gaele

~His Gntimely . passing. . - the
prime -of life was deeply and de-
servedly deplored - and hurhngf
lost & - g'ree,t captain; frlend ard
leader. in Dr. John;, as he - Was

'effeetwnately called I
thei —
- under the|

0 -

chemplonshlp, .and they were, in-!
deed a g'rand team ~when theyf

won: that - coveted title for the
first. time ever’ in 1917, repeatmg
the success in the two followmg
vears. | '

But C‘olleglans had hlgher am-
bitions than the Liffeyside crown.
They introduced new mehods 0
the tre,lmng of the Dublin fifteen
they selected. By this they. revol-
tlomsed hurling ~in  the  Metrop-
olis, Deciding -that s:peed was -the
essential for youthful stu-
dents, Dr, Ryan trained them .. on.
szprlntlng methods., His 1917 team
that won the Dublin and Leinster

Senior - Championships were ﬂeetx
ag deer. . In helping to shapethat

side, Dr: John had the assistance of
e.nother ‘masterful Gael=—the late
Harry  Boland, of happy mermory,
and the reward came in a Leinster
success.. over:.a -veteran Kilkenny
teéam that counted more than a few
‘of theit record-breaking: 1913 side in

thelr numbers

BIGGER |0 RPRLSES To
 COME, . .. ..
'*‘:‘lgg@n Hﬁﬁ DB e ’li W*Qi':

.-..,-~,. H”'-.."

Dr John ‘Ryan 'was ‘at
'Téeunds to ‘see’ Tip-

perary triumph ‘over - his beloved

..:Llrnemok 1ads, - on a: replay of the
{ Munster Flnal

The
had- Just got his medical degree,

-and many:.good judges thought he
was drawmg the long bow when he |

said: “I have'a team of young
lows in Dublin that could. bee,t the
pick of the two teams to-day.”

It looked a -bold boast; for the

| Sllevenamon and Galtee boys were

Werel. |

genial’ doctor|

Frank o



