..J unior Hurlmg‘ | o

;
1
J-

the ;

Senior Hurling,

6’““90 Fege '_Ehhteen '

o

HE name Ryan s synonymous 5 !

that . is gredt in

with  aill

iCfe,1:>pz‘:1,mcme and Limerick’ hurling. f

And my hurler of the Limerick
year is a grand./mewibér of that
fameq clan—ILiam Ryan, whose
father, still one .of our greatest
hurling enthﬂs;ﬁsts, ‘was & menibef
of the Limerick: teeim of the great

1918-21 period.

We have completeg: a.nether
decdde, and I thmk the ﬁﬁties wﬂl
be remembered  in _pe.more as
the most successfull sgelt
hletery of Gaeldem there, .

Lookink :over. thd
we tre.ée the Caﬁﬁ&fﬁbfé ‘deeds in
Flast since -the formation of
the : Divisional Bé&td- . in. 1944, Fhe
cherﬁpmnemp Si{dcesdds recor’ded'
by them are:

Junior Hurling—1949- el 1952,

Minor Hurling --—194.:5
1951, and 1954,

J uvenile Hurhngw——1955

oINS COUNTY FINALS
Thie club :

ces In all since the foundation- of |
the [G.A.A., with six of these dul-,.
ing the last decade: 1

1897——-K11ﬁnane (afterwards AII—

- Beset by
i'*;serles of matches,

947, 1940, |

i 'the gredat dlsplajr Eiam gave- in th
erformance in Ceunty,-
Fmals reveal thitteen . appeardn- |

late

| .the’
Gerry O’Keeffe,

Irelang | ehamb:ehe) Céappa-
more, 4-§ L
19!4 — Cappamere 3-7 i Bellin-
g&r]f}if, 1"5*
‘- 1929——01*061‘11 2 4 C‘épparhere
- 1954—€ &ppamere 2—:11t We_s-t.ern-
i Gaels, 8-5. Lo
} 1956——Cappemere i Bade 'C‘leug”hi
aun; 2-7. .
| 1968 — Clﬁuﬁﬂmiﬁ 2‘-@‘ C‘epf)a.- ;
mere 14 - !

1@59 — cappanioiee 2-8 St Pat--
rleks 0-4.

1 %935—Askeaiqn 4 5% Cagpamere *
1949—~Drerriceilegher 3-3 Cappa-

oo By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH N
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Liam Ryan, ‘just: turned smteen
‘at the time and a student .at St
Flannan’s Cellege, ‘nade .a “dram-
‘atic appearance in that - game. |
injuries. in_ . their - long |
the selectors
‘made a last-minute decision: bring-|
ting- the youfhful Liam. Rydn  to
. the rlght-half—back berth —' a de~
msmn they ‘had: no eause to- re-
gret,” for - L:a:m' had a - Brilliant'

‘game to uphold the fa,mﬂy tradi-

tion. Figh
i the | ight ‘nobly

¢.Record Book, | -

CAPPA_MGRE LiNE-GUT
~_ The - Ceppamere ‘litje-6ut
day wsgs: - Seamiusg  Ryah,
O’Malley; W]:I]le Cunmngham

Sean Ryan Liam Ryan, Pedcﬁy,
Creamer, Paddy McCarthy; . Jack
O’Brien, Joe Keogh, Berratd . Me-
Carthy, .John ' Mulecahy, Temn’gy
Ryan, . Willie McCarthy, Phehm_
Carbery, Danny Ryan. -

I have pleasant recelleetxens ef

that
Matty

County Minor Hiitling - sénii:finkl
of 1954, played as a curtain-raiser .
t6 the All-Ireland Junior  Hurling
‘semi-final;, . in wh1ch leeriek
ousted Galway
Spectators that day mcluded then'
Bishop of. leEI‘ICH Most
Rev..P. ©O'Neill;, D:D:;. the Mii’ii»ster'
for Posts and. Telesgre.phs the- I&é,é }
Mick Keyes; the then PreSIdei'it of
Gok k., M. V. ODeneghue,
Chairman ¢f the

Munster. Council, G.A.A., &and. ths

.....

-P&I‘lSh Prlest ef Holly weed Caliﬂ-

hn.

fornig, Fdther John O’Dennell of
Grange..

The Cappamore team: thé,t even- -
ing included three: lads who wers
to.win coiifity genior hurhng hon-
ours a few weeks later: the bro-

*thers Liam and Seamus Ryen arnd
‘Johnnis Walsh.

The full Cdppamore line-6iit Was

- —S. Hayes, A, Hayes, E. O'Sheg, .L

Kell |
22%:52-;20&pp31m0re, 4—10 C‘aétl&é-l i{%}gi %a%%%%%y; .}S g%izm ”ﬁg -.
1\@1:{%{‘115 _Elcugéglfmofé '_? _ o Young! D})listne ca(gg bggﬁe@a%g%&?nﬂ?i‘g and |
Ireland, 2—1 o | e1tyw§,1?f}11:gl.t}e11e Wi%ﬁ?mﬁﬁlaé‘n Stﬁgtéﬁg
migy i e, 2, caove o Mol SO T 4
. 33?4;—2—-?1eeghaun, 66; C»-app&* | 1ensh.1p o p.-

The Cappemere sueeess St?ﬁg Mén ongfsgﬁﬁhegha d faeed

' memories still of the gresat ‘Juhior!
 Hurling

1

1 2Tt wineni i

, 'Sezimuu
-Quirke,
' Paddy Cremear,

-the
pair bfteams:in qimertek i1 the one
champienskip. T
met five times hefore Cappamore

natutre of the exche.ng
judged “ffom the.totdl score of &l

i meetrn Apas -&bat

. might be saiq to open” if
eutumn of 1949, and I Have vivid

Championship final @ of
year and the pulse stzrrmg
in which John
missed the. -equalising -goal by
inches, to -give: Dfemcelleg ot a
richly earhed victory.
The Cappaiore tesam on that
unforgettable .oc¢casion was [ —
Ryan, M. Conroy, C.
P. Clirke, W O'Dwyer,
Wlllle
'ham, John Mulbtlhy,_ J.  Hayeés;
| Chris. -McCarthy, Phelifiy Carbery,
Eddie - Stokes,, Jimmy qufee Dan

that
finish,

' Ryan, J. Coi’ e.t';-..:
| yREM!&R (ABLE. & SERIES OF 5

- We next take & sten to 1952, and
‘most remarkable : Sefies. of
gameés ever hurled beétween any'

ie  teams actuall y

- the  closg

triumphed. and
is Dbest

finally

five: ——Caioi)amote,,,,iﬁ goals 21 pts.
(69 points); "South- Libertles 10
goals, 34 pts (64. points)..

“The "fitst meetih*g Was on Aprﬂ:
Ldloe, ,:_-51_’@1";'?#35&*@:1 QT
0-6. “This . pﬁt""-f@eﬁﬁﬁ {6re -ifnte the!
“lesere” greu“p, fr‘tﬁ‘m Whﬁit‘:‘h thev
worked .their - Way dck: te the

when  they encountered

South Liberties.
A draw resulted. — Ca,p amore,
3-4.- South: Liber:tieg 2:7. The next
vhéd at tﬁe 130

to the tragic death

agam |

tervai, m?frr
of Vetere.n “]Enbet'tit-:ﬂ” ael;,

Kelly,
datei Oct. 12th,

- ember 16th to-
.crowned  junior ‘hurling -champions:|

| opposition . on this ‘occasion,

“Mulcahy .
(goal), John.

Cunpning-| .

———— T—

| a.

Divisiofial- find}- op- Septe l ‘ber 28th, |

Mick |
His “blg Iaifc?ﬁﬁfeﬁ Werel.
lead rig at the time, 2—8 to 2-2—the| .

eabh ether in the~ 83{0’1111114?‘ 1949
jupier- -hurling final, which “Drom-
¢ollogher won, were once more in

line-out. ree,dmg —

Cappaniore — Seemus Rvan. -
’Ma.lley, Wllhe Cun-
mngham Torm Rye.n Sean Nash,
Paddy Creamer,  Seamus Rvan, —
Liam Rvan, Peddv OMelley, John; -
Walsh, Jaeck ©O'Brien;. John . Mul-
cahy, Phelim Carbery See.n Ryan,
Tom Gélvih,

Dromeceollogher -~ Cathal. McCar- |
thy (goal), Louls Kelly, . Donal
Broderick. Dems Savage, Eugene
Neonan Dick Stack, John Savage,
Perry’ MeCarthy, Joe Scully, .Gerry
Egan, Johnr McCarthy, Bill'Keat-
ing, Tim Lenihdn, Dan Neenan,
Sean Ryan. -

- Cappamere ‘were in termﬂe ferm
that day, displaying . three “great

‘egsentigls—speed, cenmn era.ft and

hurling  power.
They hade it the1r metto to get

rid. of the ball at lightning  pace
I and outhurled the Western® ldads

in every. department to quahfy fer_

8 eounty senior hurling final :

which they had not .appeared for
quatter of - a century and: only
orice ‘Woh-—fifty years earlier. |

‘The 1954 ceunty win .and the
eubsequent prowess of the Cappa-
niore 18ds, including ‘the: part:Liam
plaved in captammsz thé Limeéric!-
teamm that won , the sensational
Munster - fingl of . 1955, will
Aniongst the matters dealt Wlth m

,_the next ertlcle

- k "
. v - - . P R . ' . <
- -_,.. v ¥ - - " o WY

o

Théy met again He fellemng
Sundfly, wheii. the Seeemi draw re-{ .
'sulted — Cappaniors, South/|.,

Liberties, 3-7.

‘Thé issué Wae deci- |~

ded on Ofcteber 26th, when Cappa-|

more: had &, runaWay win; T gls.
pts to 1 goal b pts.

The greatest crowd that up tol

‘then : had witnessed a Limerick

iCeuntV final, in° Ahy grade or code,|.

‘assembled et Kllmelleek on - Nov-
gbe - Cappamore

the-"

be
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ISunday, Uctober 3rd, 1yo4, when the

I titie,
viously rested in the parish—away
back in 1904, exactly, nalf a cefi-
tury earlier, '

push into the eariy, exchnanges ' of
this terrific game with the pick’ ot
West Limerick., and secured.  an

|early grip that they were lucky te

have in the hecuc closing : sec<
| finish. threatened to engulf them.

ily won, ana'a tribute to Cappa-
more tenacity that they fought it
to a . successful conclusion de-
prived as they were ' of the servi-

|ces or their great schoolboy pair

of . brothers—uiam and Seamus
Ryan—who ‘had. returned to their
studies before the game -~ =
- CAPPAMORE 'TEAM.
The Cappamore = players -
actually won. the title were;— =
- Seamus Ryan (goal); HEamonn
O'Malley, Willie Cunhingham, l'om
Ryan (M), Sean Nash, FPaddy
O'Malley,  Jack O'Brien (captain),
Jack Walsh,John Mulcahy,vimmy,
'Ryan _ (#), Tom "Galvin, Sean
' Ryan, Phelim Carbery. . |
Subs.:—Joe - Keogh, Willie - Mc-
Carthy, Willie: Hynes.. -~ -
"Cappamore gave a - heroes' welcome
to tneir team that night - -and the
victory was right royally .celebra-
~ The parish was to khow  even
higher  honours, - however, for
it - fell.. to" i the; :lot’ . :of . Liam..
Ryan ., to . lead  Limerick. .to
one of ‘the most sensational vigtor-
ies recorded by. any county 1in:the
Mungter- - «Championship,  Series..
1955 . looked: 'a vintage year for
Clare hurling and they opened the
Munster campaign with- a thrill-
packed and' most éncouraging  win
' great Cork team, which
had captured three consecutive
JAll-Ireland titles in the preceding
vears. When they subsequently
beat magnficent Tipperary, still

who

of the golden years trom 1949 to

Club won the county scutorurhing
which had . only oence pre-

Cappamore put great power and

onds, when a whirlwing western

| It was a magnificent game worth= | |
', A Claughaun point right from

'th
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' By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH
| BRILLIANT chapter in the R

L™\ history of Cappamore hurling
wag completed at xilmallock ou.

. THE WINNING TEAM.

_The Cappamore - team that occa-
sion - were: Seamus Ryan (goal),
Eddie : O'Malley,  Willie Cunning-
nam, . Tommy Ryan (captain),
Sean Nash, Paddy Creamer, Sean
Ryan, Seamus Ryan, Paddy O’Msl-
ley, Roger McCarthy, Liam Ryan,
Chris® McCarthy, Tom Galvin,
Phelim Carbery, John Mulcahy.. -

~ Both teams ‘lost: early. scoring
chances but a super.- midfield dis-
play by Dermot Kelly was of very
material advantage in  gaining
some valued city scores, and
Claughaun -were not flattereq to
lead at the interval by three goals

clear,

the re-start put City hearts aglow
but jubilation was abruptly cut
when. a long, powerful drive by
Paddy Creamer forced the Claug-
haun. cul baire over his goal line in
.the bid to save his posts. -
This' was the spark to the fuse
that  electrified the- Cappamore
lads. Liam Rysan  pointed a  close
in-free ang followed with a terrific
‘drive through'  a crowded goal-
mouth. for the net, before Coilopy
blocked down a piledriver by
Paddy O'Malley that - Galvin met
.on the rebound te shoot to ‘the net
for the third time in the seven
minuties from the resumption, but
had’ it disallowed. R

' Claughaun rallied -from this re-

|
|

.

, When' they

playing many of the grand figures

-end when from’

spite angd had a point from Dermot
Kelly before a fine centrefield -
eifort by Chris McCarthy sent Car-
bery moving and a smart pass to
‘Galvin. brought = the - opportunity
goal that only needed the John
-duicahy poin: whech followed to
put the sides level I
Ten . scoreless minutes followed '
belfore Claujzhaun went on top ‘once .
more - from a point by Dermot
Kelly off a free-at near range. En-
couraged by this, Claughaun fought
desperately - for the clinching goal |
and’' it was only inspiring net mind-
ing . by Seamus ‘Ryan that held
em at ba |

y during vital minutes
looked rampant. =

. THE TURNING POINT, . .
‘The turning point came in dram-
atic fashion six minutes from the

a touch-line puck,

1951, the Muynster crown was gen-
crally regarded as theirs, o

. They had one more game to play,
however, against a Limerick team
led by Liam Ryan of Cappamore.
The criticg were almost unanimous
in writing this meeting off as one
of the most-onesided in the history
of Munster Finals, It was one-
sided alright but when the cap-

the Munster Cup the Iligure was
not in the expected saffron and
blue. of Clare. Rather was he 1n
the green and white of the rank
outsiders, Limerick, who scored
one -of the most amazing successes
ever recorded over a -hotly fan-
cied side. . B -
A PROUD DAY. '
That was a proud day for Liam
Ryan, as he bore the Munster Cup
home to Cappamore, and a proud
one, too, for Limerick hurling. Our
nopes were high indeed that-even-
ing, as we thrilled to the events of
that wmforgettable occasion and
built castles in the air. These rose
higher and higher in the subse-
guent weeks, as the new-fognd
hurling power of the L@memgk |
“greyhounds” was hofly discussed
in ~every "hurling company, and
iproved the main topic of conver-
sation for Gaeli¢c ¢rowds. |
 Defeat by the great.. Wexford
team of all - the talents -in - the
'All-Iréland” gemiifinal did nothing
‘to reduce the new-found Limerick

Jurling status.and swe entered. 1956

P ' I i - A e i

Meanwhile, Cappamore had par--

teg with their County  crown :in
rather - peculiar circumstances and
Ahane added to their Limerick
"hurling renown. by taking the 1955

title, o R
- Cappamore returned the follow-

ing year full of urge. to .recover

tain Went up aftérwards to collect

Ryan- shot through a forest
. All the way to the mnet, to
e.gréen and. gold - waving in-
Uilg . profusjon,: to- be. repeated a
ranute vlater ‘when'  Galvin ' sealed
“the~fate .of Claughaun with g spec-
- tagular s goal=that.'broke-all’ hope of
‘a City come-back. .

Liam Ryan was majestic in his
“hurling in all these games but itis
doubtful - if his greatest efforts
‘then, or on the golden day 'in 1955,
~When he starred against the great
Johnny McGovern in a tourna-
ment game at Kilkenny, surpassed
some of the wonderful games
i--he; ‘played thig season, when Cap-
pamore agsinhit the hurling high

~of -ash
-set:th
allitg

ho

L

| Spots ‘and recaptyred in no uncer-

tain fashion the Limerick hurling

|
|

[

lost glory, and an. epic looked -

certain when = themselves. and
Ahane qualified for the County
semi-final. The pair met at Kilmal-

lock in late August and a power |

packed game it proved. Cappamore

- opened in whirlwind style ahd they |
had chalked the respectable total

of two goals and three points. to
their predit before all the Ilate-
comers
game. . . .
B HURLING HURRICANE,
" It took Ahane ten minutes to

set to grips with this hurling

hurricane, but then a more even
standard’ raled and 'Cappamore
were gladg of the early scores as
the champions " moved into ‘the
attack,

wonder if the fine defence in
‘which -Seamus Ryan, Paddy .Cre-

amer, Eamonn OMalley and .Sean
‘Nash. were s_ta_rrin:g,{' could _ho-}‘d ‘out

much longer.
~Then & dramatic goal from a fre
forced through by Liam “Ryan,
changed the whole aspect of play
\and put the final .damper -‘on

Ahane’s " hope  of -holding the title.
[t was an opportunist scoré at a
stage -and - typical of the.
hurley: that conceived. and:

crucial - g
great . hurle;
executed it,

more in. thie. County  Final they
had behing them a record of un- |

brokeh suéeessin 'suc¢h games, And

50 it was an added feather in Cap-

pamore’s. cap when they beat the
- famed city lads, 54 to 2-7.

_ . ‘They launched bharrage
after barrage and we began fto

al from a free,
' /

[

"

crown, gaining in the process an

jundying place in the hearts of all
true lovers of hurl
ting behaviour,

ing and ‘sport-

Sinbe he'.ﬁ_..rst pﬁlled onlthe- mindr

- jersey for his ¢lub- in 1951, Liam

Ryan hag won many/ hurling . dis-
tinctions. Four years a minor with
his club, he figured three seasons
in the Limerick green and white
in this grade, and won twg East
Limerick Minor titles, losing in
the county semi-final in 1951 to
Treaty-Sarsfields, and going out
before Clayghaun in the 1954
County Finsal. . |

~ 'With St. Flannan's College he
figured  in many stirring - encoun-
ters and  helped to win the Dr.
Harty Cup for them in 1952, Later
that season he ‘returned to play
for Cappamore, who were short of
players, ggainst Castletown, in the
Limerick = County Junior Hurling
final = Barely sixteen at the time,
he starred at right-hslf back: and
richly earned the county  junior
medal he won., o :
IN INTER-PROVINCIAL

COLLEGES CHAMPIONSHIP.

" He won"the Intter-Provincial 'Col-
leges Championghip- with Munster

were in a position for the Jin.=1958,png. with: his...hrother. -

[ Seamus ‘would 'be & : certainty: for

I places on ‘the Munster  Railway
Cup hurling team but for the fact.

{that abseénce in . .

: "fr: '-“'-,‘f..j;:“.'.”r. X N V- L . .
ynqqgm is an

unsurmountable - barrier.. = .
Captain of -the Limeri¢k team
that-beat Clare in-the 19556 Muns-
ter Senior Hurling - Final, Liam .
has three Limerick senior. hurling
medals to : his credit—1954, 1956

1959, -

" Liam is slso. a noted athlete and .
last year was captain of his col-
lege side. He won the 100 yards
championship of the college, was
second 'in the 440 yards &nd helped
in winning the replay. |

. His brother, Seamus, won the
half and. one  mile college titles,
was second in- both the long jump
and hop, step and third in the 440
yards., In addition he won the one

| {mile walk to seéire the all-round
When | Cflaughaun rn?t 5 '“C'a'.ﬁﬁ'a-l championship award, which Liam

held the previous year.

——




