LMOST = ‘twenty - years ago,

& August 11th, 1935 — and it
looks  only  yesterday-—since that
great Munster -hurling final at
Cork Athletic Grounds between
Limerick and Tipperary that, to
my mind, gave -us ‘one of the
grandest goalkeeping displays wit-
nessed on- the hurling field.

Paddy  +3canlan was the hero
cf thot epic oCcasion, and I can
gtill  sce . him  standing in the

Blockreock goal that hectic first
nalf hour, when Tipperary, the

strong breeze .to their baeks, and
e ciearing - Shots of every des-
cription | with wncanny skill and
meogsterful precision. . '

_ Short ;two: great players that
day—Paddy Clohessy and Jacky

0. 97-PADDY SCANLAN of Castleconnell

'1 | (By SEAMUS O,CEALLAIGH) | | - |row -— an achievement no other fF

| the Premier County and the New- Paddy shared in all those great

11926, and when the north later|tae Jubilee year All-Ireland senior

| county has _ever accomplished;
Scan o | Thomond I'eis and otner tourna-
>canlan was quickly recognised in) ment successes in ample measure.

port colours were hig all through i triumphs, hig only disappointment
a great North Tipperary cham- being the occasion he had to lie |
pionship, which Newport won from! ill In bed ag Limerick hattled &
the best of opposition. That was in ! against Dublin ip the re-play of

lined out against mid-Tipperary,’ hurling final. Picture hig. feelings
Paddy chalked uyp the remerkabie that day as he listened to sll the
feat of scoring a goal from hig Croke Park excilement and
puck-out—a wonderful drive, 'with thought of the part he snould be

few’ counterparts in modern hurl-! playing there,. But fate had it
1ng. | o | - | othierwwise I - - a0
_ The Ahane Club was formed at|  Paddy played for Munster in the
a meeting held on November 22ng, |Diallway Cubp finals of 1934, 1935,
1926, and Paddy - Scanlan was 1986, 1937, 1938, 1940 and 1941, and

|2bpointed a member of the Organ-(Won five inter-provincial =~ medals
| ising - Comimittees Tt ig_ intere StJLIlH L-dur‘m'g that ap'erie'd, He travelled

O'Connell-—the challenge of Tip-

well  remember - the early on-

slaughts,” powered by such great
“hurlers as Jimmy Cooney and Phil
- Purcell, and the dramatic saves'

IR : - = 10T junior teams for the| 11 8, as tne greatest of them*

baire. e |
But we . were only opening up,
- and as the unforgettable struggle
developed other thrills were in
store. A long raking shot by
another of the Tipperary glogy
line — Willie O’Donnell, reached
that doyeén  of hurling full for-
- wards, the one and only Martin
Kennedy, who got the sliotar in
“that fist of his—an action that
usually sent the umpire bending
for the -green flag. Martin shot
straight and” true — Scanlan

~ blocked and cleared with .the

rhythm of the master. Then Mick
Cronin was back again the next
instant with a low bullet drive

{hitling & successful trajl in inter-

from the “twenty-one” that the.

green-jerseyed -athlete lashed on

to drive sixty yards clear. It was | % . o
T 1 mwﬁn g year ‘and Paddy Scanlan | Preciation that apppeared foliowing .

beautiful!

: "

ASSAULT AFTER ASSAULT,

Limerick * lines. Like ' tigers un-
leashed, they Ilaunched assault
after -assault, the determination
. of which could. scarcely have
“been equalled by. the Williamite
soldiers, that in'-days gone by,
attacked the ancient .walls of
‘rarryowen, R N

Derry Gorman, John  Maher,
Lanigan, Wall, - Gilmartin — all
manned tie baftering ram that

rounded the.. Limerick deéfences,

but the human barrier of great
backg &rd gallant net minder
made ‘light of the most dangerous
- assaults, and on the few occasions
that theé last line fell back in tem-
porary’ distress, Scanlan in the
bearna baoghail, proved like the
Jrish 'troops .of - Fontenoy — - the

saviour of his gide.

I could go on and on t_elli.ng of
the dramsa of that mermorable
occasion, hut to the hero of it ali,

it wag- just anocther day in - nis e . ar 11
voars T oben ' A ‘perary (8-H ta 4-1) and Clare

1 (2-6 to 2:4) to win 1932 Thomond TESTIMONY OF A GREAT

years : of ..service .to club, county
and province on the hurling fields
of Ireland, T
OPENING (%F HIS HURLING
3 I : ; 1 .

Paddy . Scanlan: opened - - his
account - with - Limerick - hurlihg -
lovers:in the early twenties, when
&8 a memper of a fine Limerick

C.B.S. team he figured . in some

tarilling-. gameg :for the Harty,
Hallinan and ‘O'Mara Cups, Later,
as. a. member of the famous
Young Ireland  Club, . then in its
heyday, he. played in some of the
ever . memorable tussles with
Clzugnsun thal were the high-
light of Limerick hurling at the
time.  His 1ast appearance in
the popular blue and gold jer-
- Stinday, 8th April, 1928 ' when
Young Ireland beat Toomevara,

3-2 to: 3-0, in the final of a great!:

“local ; teurnament. - “That occa-.

sion gave Yg the first real glimpse!
of the coming star, and the news-

papers —commenting. on his dis-
- plays, ‘described him ag ‘“cool ag a
cucumber,. . stonewalling the Thot

R —

SO wag- at .. Nenagh .on Xaster |

intercepting  the others ~with|

charmed ease. He was cheered

- often and loud as he.got his hurley
{:p ballg that were all but over the
me” ;- a0

Playing previous to this as often
outfield as  “between  the sticks,™

hig display - against .the famous

“ereyhounds,” spearheaded by no
less a score-getfer thanthe mighty
Martin Kennedy himself settled for

once and all--any doubts concern-
ing his- best position on the field.
He wag a superlative goalkeeper!

SCORED GOAZ, FROM A PUCK

Hurling was at s low ebb in his

native Cagtleconnell during his

early ‘Thurling .~ days, and. when,

Paddy andva few other lads. from
the district were itching for a

game they often had to ¢ross the

county boundary “to nearby New-

por{, where 3 .g2ood team flourished
at the time, '~ The greatness of

G i — e gk e an 1
- .

perary was a- mighty one, and I |played their first game - againgr £ames in New York and Boston.

| Newport—and were ~ only besten

to note that the S¢ cretary appoin- with - the ILimeriek team to T.on-

|ted on that occasion was our pre- don-on four occasions and in 1936

Sent Co. Board Chairman, Mr. P 'Wés & member of the Shannon-.
O’Reilly., On December 12th, Ahane | Side ®eam dthat played exhibition.

THE GREATEST OF THEM
by a point. | ALL M

. THE NEW AHANE, | Of all the many games in which
The new' Ahane created more;2e Plaved, Paddy regards the 1940
than a surprise by entering botn |Munster final against Cork, at .

1927 Limerick championships. Thig! 8L He met all the star players
step, was, however, a wise one, as|0f his dayl, and names Martin |

-again - secured by Limerick ahd |
"in- ‘the " opening - round  -of . the

ones, pulling on flying balls, énd| Munster championship the - hol- |*%&% best. I -was discreet on this

‘1936 and 1940; National. Hurling |like certain defeat.”

It kept the players of genior ¥eninedy — (Tipperary))  “Gah”
status resident pin y-.t;he parish for Aherne (Cork) and Matty Power!
the club,  Ahane found neo easy road T(-Kﬁﬁ-em;ny? as the super scoring|
to the tom, ang it was 1930 before [0en of hig era. He had a great |
they really hi; the headlines In-.regard for the Imen wi th and!
vited to play Erin’s Own (Water-|282inst whom he played, and is of |
ford) at the opening of the Clon- |0lpnion that the present day play- |
mel Sportsfield, they followed with (£T'S are. not altogether as good sgs |
great championship victories over (I N dlaying days, -
Treaty and Claughaun, and nar-|.. Also very su ceegsful asg a referee, |
rowly lost divisional honours in a |t May not be generally known that |
thrill packed decider with Young:F2ddy was a tip top golfer, and
Irelands. That was in ths senior ’%Ie.&t hLﬁgf_'iY -MC-C’B;I?'&%Y in Galway.
rade, ‘but meanwhile they were |18 dandicap wag 11, =
g eanwhile they were. PRESS APPERECIATI ON
mediate rankis, and Paddy got his|. A hephew of the late Patrick'
firsy County Championship medal | McCoy, a famous footballer and |
when they won the title, | captain of the Glin team for a,
Senior Trenown ‘¢ame the . fol- | lengthy spell, T quote a Press AP~

was captain of that Ahane team |one of his great Munster games,

Lipperary were storming the | that won the first of fifteen iduring the Limerick days of glory: i

county crowns in a _spell of | The senior game was fast and'

achievement that may never be|an impression that Paddy Scanlan,
1s the finest goalie I have ever seen. |

equalled. The other Ahane men ~tne line _ LVE ! .|
that October day away back in -..Drwes_frqm left. or I'lgh‘-t,. hlgh o1
1931 were: Denis OMalley, M. 10w, were all easily dealt with, and.
McDonagh, P. = Hilliard, John | proved fruitless against a player!
Mackey, Mick  Mackey, Anthony | that prefers brains to brawn. Posi-
Mackey, Timmy. Ryan, J. Rvan, | tioning himself close to the left of
M. Ryan, E. O’Brien, M. Hickey, | his goal he compelled the Cp;k.
M. <Quinlan, "E. McDonagh, P. |attackers to sheot atf.bis right side,
Joyce. - itand. by doing so ‘he . skilfully
Paddy won two further senior covered the fact that he is a right-
championships with Ahane before handed hurler. Then, again, wien
a business appointment took him high lobs came his way He fv‘ieiﬂ@e'ﬁ_
to Galway, where he was to help forward irom the goal-line pefore:
Linm Mellowes win the 1935 | making his leap at the ball That
senior crown by the Corrib. . . |step forward of Paddy Scanlan’s,
TIMERICK TEAM COMING a:IeIGWed; nim - a _fii?t‘_i;ieel margm _-off
_ INTO THE TIMFIIGHT, safety in case of a  Charge ‘that
Meantime,  Limerick county | would stagger him or knocked him
team were coming into the lime- | back inte the goal. Paddysacanéalg
light and Paddy Scarilan was cul ;-ggﬁsﬁ' ew ﬁr‘tl?issi?sl mlv&g%ﬁﬁa;ﬁeeg%l%g 5:11%
.b&lre. of the team th&t beat Tlp I hOPe our Juvemle defeﬁders -*ﬁ;r.e_]j-{gi
watching him very closely.”

Feis hohours., Limerick beat Tiw REFLREL,

~perary (1930 All-Treland cham- And now for thig testimony of a

found of ‘thai  years  Munstes [man who refereed more top class
championship, but were beaten by \S5iun Piriin Vor Waterford, Hera

| tne holders, Cork, in the semi-|; T of Willie has written .. “I was

the ‘southern le Snd weve nar |Fecently one of a party discussing
rowly bestén by Kilkenny in the  that vexed guestion of gozlkcrp-
LOWLY . D€ Ry asdl -BF_I_ th rers—pasy; _‘&n&, Tﬂe’%ﬁtuS@me of my
Blue Riband decider. In A€ i friends, like myself, could vesall
National Ieague, Liimerick beat the great days of Tubberadora,

Clare, 4-2 to 2-2, and worked their Rigckrock, Kilfinane, Tuila, Moon-

‘way to the final of that compe- heo M, Tallzaroan, . ¥Faughs ‘and
tition, where they were beaten by |Castlebridge. To the  younger
Kilkenny, - 3-8 to 1-3. The press |gection of our group, Ned Maher,

report of that game said: “But |Bill Parfray, Andy Fitzgerald, J.

for P. Beanlan, who gave a [Reidy, Paddy O’'Neill, Fox Meag-
spleridid display in the Limerick her and ‘Jack . Power were | but
g@:&xtﬁéwﬁﬁmm " ‘j?"; el MﬂWMﬁ]%W i.” 8 .. ';'rv, A X ’@TT*%&.’Wﬁ
have been more pronMunced.” . [such stalwarts as the O'Meara.
On- the home front, Young Ire- |brothers,: of Toomevara: “Hawk”.
land had won back the County |O’'Brien, Mick Murphy, Jim O'Con-
crown, “which Ahane regained in |nell, Tommie Daly, Jim Ware, and
1933 and held unbroken ‘to 1939. jmany others in action. As to WhU
1988 Thomond Feis honours were ('was the greatest goalkeeper of all
: | 3. deadliock - was reached, ss natur-
ally, my friends, being from  @ifi-
erent countivs, voted one of their

g Eri’o. gllar?fhéfe?:&&?fer@eggle& occasion, but made a promise that
Thurles.  was matca, played s some time, affer due considération,
purles, was memorable because |7 = 1o give my opinion—so goes.
Ofl' Eﬁhf a f_agtl. that a _Sge‘-?*f‘“-‘f Away back between 1900 and 1908
chattered., traln conveyed = tWO |yyafierford had a marvellous goal-
players—C. O'Brien (Limerick) and |y o por in the person of Jim O'Con-
Jim FHoulihan (Clare) — from the ;. "or Clones, Hugh Shelly, Joe
Metropolis ofter they had played \nreroughney, and many of the old
in the Dublin _semi-final.  The phyrles Blues encountered his
beaten, 2-0 to 1-6, and Waterford |the late Tom Semplée rated him as
went- down, 3-7 to 1-2, in the'|one of the best goalkeepers of his
final. Limerick went down in the jerq . ‘hats to put my opinion in
All-Ireland final, 1-7 to 0-6, before |print on such a contentious matter,
a great Kilkenny team, but it |all these mentioned beinz such
was cvident their day was com- [wonderful: men, buh to fulfil a

| ing fast, and this was proved in promise, I Delieve thay Tommie

the years that followed. - O’Meara’s display in the Munster
JGREAT EVENTS, | final of 1930, when Tipperary de-

Space doeg not permit a recital [feated Clare, was the soundest in
of the greal ovents that brougnt |any given game dbut for conisis-
All-Treland honours for 1634, 1936, |tency over a prolonged period, I
and 1940, te Shannonside; Mun: [give my number one to Paddy
ster laurels 1n 1933, 1934, 1935, |Scanlan, who, on many an occasion
League renown five yearg in a [saved Limeriek frem What-i@@ked-j.
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