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T ig doubtful if any man covered Cusack and Davm sent their elar-—

X  in his ewn lifetime the history ion call ringing throughout the:

|'of a movement to the same extent land. It announced the formation

as Bill- Sheahan of Rathkeale. of a national athletic association
- Vice-captain of the Rathkeaie ‘and - called for .a great. gathering
}team that contesced the 218t of the clans of all the' goaling
L1mer1ck Cc}unty Sremor I—Iummg clubs of Ireland s$o- as’ rules and
he was stﬂl 3, GAA ofﬁcml when ordrer to mehe Gaelrc: games and
~ |he died, in the fullness of years, .pastlmes as modern and as up-to-

ex,actly seventv years later.
"Bill was with the G.A.A. from !(vikitr'ee as those in other count1es

the very beginning, and even had [ Y5 is s
a,fe to. say that no other
‘|memories of a few of the great’ icall was -ever more earnestly re-.

ﬁ§$f§$ ché,?‘g e?mgerg}zfstegfe Asgo-_fsponded to and-the echoes of the |
1 Some’ years, ago he related for ‘trumpet had hardly faded when |

ories .of  the Gaelic ~Rathkeale enrclled under the ban-.
‘%fel(?lg meréltorgrs ti’l&t embraced - her - Of the HQWIY-fGTmEd Gaellﬂ

Imany events and men notgble in; Athletlc ASSQCIahGH e
* {the spo»r*tlng life of the County, T a4 A

~l:and covering a peried. when - Lime- | . & ¥ .
riek -boasted’ athletes, foothallers, An mﬁuentla,l lﬁcal Comm1ttee

Ihandballers -and. h"urlers that were Wa,s f@rmed to -further the ‘preject
“lwithout peer. {=—five: good: men and tige; who- @¢id !
RUBBED SHOULDERS WITH | the early: sp dde work, digging for
REAT MEN OF HIS DAY, posterity. the foundations on which
Bﬂl ribbed: . shoulders  with all others wefe "able .to build the finé
- the egréat men of. his long day, and %edﬂice that the: Rathkea‘f‘e Club of
This . recollection: of them thmws an ;later days  became. . Farst Presi-
intéeresting sadehght 011 the St@r)’_-;.dent was ~James’ Blackwell, the
af their time. -Secretary ~was  Harry Blackwell
In this .]'ubllee year Of the foun- and the other. members were J. M.
-d1r4g of the G.AJA., some high- | 'Grady, John sAmbrose and Wil-
lights from that story must prove liam: Ward.
|of absorbing interest to those who Teams were 'entered for the first
| still take pride. i the great deeds. County. Champmnshlps ‘but  with

lof our glorious past, and be an, in- - little: Cuecess. . ‘The "1ads who had
| spiration “to the yo;ltﬁ and an ,félé 1taken to the ecaman ‘were handi-
Jcouragenient ¢ Q Gﬁv in bod capped ‘through lack ‘of practice:
{ grand fmtfalls of as fine a DOAY |, 4" e want of games ‘with)|

3?11;??1 3—?" eould be f@und any- worthwfﬁlle gppomtwn hIt WAas notl
1 Biil had a great love for Rath-!$S0 in the city area, where a num-,
| keale, and atgli':he commencement ;ber of temms had -actually antici-|

r stressed the fact pated the founding and had played’
i ?liaél 11?0 S;ti?sgm&em leerlck cﬂunty ‘'both hurling: and football from the_-;
| could boast as long. a standipg in | SURMer ©f 1883 cohwards.
e realme of the G.A.A. as that |, The Rathkeale lads were very
pleasant - town nestling on the ke%e.h and tried- every ‘means -of im-.
‘banks of the rippling Deel. =~ proving “their play. - They . partici-

Long before the great revwa‘l by pated. in ‘many tﬂﬂrnﬂments and
| Cusack, Davin angd the famed | Sent teams to mahy parts of West
Archbishop Croke, the old forin of Lﬁm%rlbk to help in the spread: of
| “goaling,” as it was then ‘termed, | the ' games and tO aui worthy_

| was carried on all -over the town. causes.
| and nelghh@urmg districts. ' - AlA WNIgEUégD SENIOR

fTH;[} B - AND CAMAN THEN ; By 1888 the - Association had

~ USED. ‘grown .so - strong in: Rathkeale that
The ball -uisaed in "those far-ﬂff ,]1111101‘ and SG{DIOI‘ CIHbS ’W“ef‘le in
| days was an ordinary twine heart, jexistence ‘there, and both figured

| covered with sheepskin. The form in the final of a gpeat Tournament

| of caman wused was an ordinary 'playeq at Askeaton.,

Ibranch of ash, hazel or white - In the senioy céntest for "whmh-
1 thorn, samethmg ‘similar to. a the trophy was. & set. Of beautiful

hockey- stick, and - cblied by all the gold ~ medals, South  Liberties
{ old Ghels a “graffawn.” It was so proved the winner ‘but .only after.

| named from. its resemblance to a 2 stiff - and. closely fought enccun-

|« 2 ter, at *whwim the excltemﬁnt was
| “graffawn,” ‘which was a ‘pent -or {arrific: |

hooked stick for the ‘grubbing - of R
athk@ale had campensatlon in
‘furze, brushwood,” ete.,, then largely Ithre«': Jjunior final and annexed a sil-

| used - &il over Ireland by the peas- i
‘_'?htgy fer the reclaiming of their |E§rs§§£re§h§yﬁfﬁt g:;l;ﬁ trophy to
| lanes. THE TEA |
© Bill told how the back. streetS | T,eadin |
- g the Rathkeale men in

and alley ways of the town used that dual bid for hurling honours
be, in the early days of G.AA. or-!ywas Mickey (“Austm”) Quin, -and
| ganisation, the practice grounds th, members ‘of the ‘team. who
for the young lads of the town. figureq so well against “Liberties”
| And heée held that this tradition 'were: s Jimmy Kelly' (ﬁaptmn) RBill
__,never really dled fOI‘ 111 the IOIlg Sheahan (ViCéHC& tain) Jeremlah
J summer and autumn evenings,  Sheahan, Denis . Kelly,. Jghn Mec-
| units of the’ minor, junior .and Knight, .Con . Donoghue, _Tom
| even senior teams were .to be en- ID@nog‘hue Danny Hayes, Jamaes
{countered havmg a8 “puck” on. : Markham~, Wllham Dowling,
‘these historic p:.tches perpetuat- Thomas Glenny, Paddy Fltzgeraid
| ihg, as he said, through all time a‘_..Wﬂham Heffernan, Mlchael Han-
pastime that wes zecogmsed as the rahan;, Jehjr Hanrahan - John
| hatio:#al and athletic soul of the Keatmg, Dick Keating, Johhny
| country; “whose - traditions should Connors, Thomas Condon, “Thomas
{be upheld as long 4s any remnant Markham, Michael Gulrey “and
{ of Irish natmnhomd remained. :,Tlii_?m&‘s C‘ostellﬁe 'fh
\ ‘ Or mne Vears - Ra keale con-
1 SPREAD L‘IK%EA ]_?RAIRIE tinueg one of the leading teams of

T‘h o G ALA. spreag like a - pralme-the ‘Wiest, and had . some notable

successes. Bill - will tell of thossa,
L_ﬁre fmm the commencement, but and of the gmw‘t‘h of the G.A A

Bill held that im Limerick and -
| other districts of the South and elsewhere, -in ‘the next instalment

| West the g:mund had been wel Of hls story R SN S

| prepared by men of the Fenian
| Brotherhood, who were drwen un-
| derground follow’mg the ‘failure: of
{)ﬁf’\

k. .

o . e i

"s

-'I-..' .

—r—t— —rrukirud I,

| their “R:Lsmg"’ ‘and then conceived
| the ides of the .allegiance of the
youth to: thmgs natwnai directing
through the medium of an athletlc
| association, ‘whose ‘object should be
I the revival of, the natlﬂnal games-:
i----a;nd pastimes of the land. ..
It was la,te in . ’15884 that Crol«eﬁ __
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GREAT IIMERICK SPORTSMEN

1ll Sheehan

ILL Sheahen remembered the
foundingof - the Gaelic Ath-
letic Assocmuen ‘He was a ’'teen-1

good national and Gaelic stock and
~the effdrts 1o revive the  native
games of the land were followed
with much interest in his home. -
One. off hig longest memories wds.
to hear read from the “Cork
Examiner” a very tlowery descrip-
tion -of the ‘initial meeting, which
- éonveyed ta his young mind that a
great: g&thermg of ail “the GGaelic
- ¢lans” had® assembled at. ‘Thurles
fer Ahe ocecasion. . |
Actuaﬂy the “tfotal attendenee_
. was only. .seven, but the Press re-
port: Wl‘ltten by one of them—John
McKay, ‘a’ member of the. “Exemﬁl-.
| me!"’ ‘?staff, “by edding a few’
. “éxtras’™ gave the 1mpressmn of a
much larger attendance.
By the ‘home fireside that 'Wmter,.,
.'the pros and cons of the new. move- |
‘ment were debated, as the OpPposi~
tion mounted to' it, particularly

from the. ascendanc classes., The '01reumstances
. newspapers . ‘g, fifty yards free in football or a

y controversy the
Fwas fellewed W1th keen interest,
;f‘-and thisy more: than' anything else
Join  Billsy ‘opinion, helped to. estab-
. Hsh: the GAA
: :'- tri(:ts-u

F _- § TO ]JTS STANDA.RD
i The plain people flocked to 1ts
-.-standard -and from that dayv the:--
g never looked -back.  In' its
e&rher vears. it ‘hag to- ‘surmount .
. many and  serious  difficulties’ and

it was subjected to every wave. of.-}.-
1 (who always seems to be with us) |

" publie v1cxssxtude At .- times,
thlnfs were so. bad that its d1s-.
- solution appeared inevitable. =
“Bill always mamtamedf\ that 1t'-i

- was. semethlng in- the nature- of . %
it |

miracle the ~manner 'in. ‘which
.cenﬁli}*ued to exist through all' the
-_triails ‘and trlbulatlons it-was for-
ced’to. undergo, - It continued its
- existence . desplte belng at 8, Very
low ebb’on a few occasions  and
made " steady. progress despite “all
obstacles. to ‘become, in Bill's life-
time the . greatest amateur Sport-"
ings erga,nlse,tmn in the world: Bill
often spoke-of the old days, and of
the: econditmns vhder which play-
Cers. pleyed It was .a .mere . pipe:
dreg,,m then to - even suggest a’
"'greunds ithe prepertv of the assocr
. dation. Yet:
',.grelmds of [its;own in every corner-
‘of "the Country,

land, - and in other lands scattered’
the World over where ever an Irlsh-fi

man hss found a home. |

'TONEW

- were

eeuntles

Seuthern
amengst the ﬁrst to rally. to the
new. assematlon and Limerick was |

The -

cin exeeptlenallv early. This was
quite e,ppreprle,te for in older
timeg. famous - aonachg were held
at Clogher, near Bruree, Manister,
Knockaney, ahd eIseWhere, and it
was only in .the_order  of things
that another generation should per-
- petuate the pastimes and: national
characteristms of their forbears. .
The- aenaehs ef anment times ‘dif-
feredi in ‘many - spects from: the
events usua,llv ess jated! with' the|
.i'aehc ge,thermgs of . to-day,
; alt”;;f'eugh__u ,_ _the ‘revived = Tailteann
games,: Held: in; 1924 11928, and 1932,
‘combinéd . most of the feetures
-ffoundx in the eider arena. . .

' :;{;bisth ef the GAA feund:
hurhmga and other natmne,lu Das~
tunes in 'éfecay /There was a final)
‘;_se o - the call fer revwel
'lald;;fii in and theV very,
S00i): made 'i he&dway teams sprmg—-
X -' .".m» ""*“*"”"""*1»"-‘* -—»?sr*-—ﬁ'-*"“"" “"“‘*“‘.;f- m"he

}_"F__;.j;;‘??;"isrery"':‘speC11 feeture of the ml.t-'

stings wi 're ergamsed at many?:-‘;

*~?"imerick Kept niore than |
paaﬁﬁ*wﬁzh thi progress in. ‘other
. cgutties a.’nd the ‘athletic dtom(es-

isons 6f Shannonside often

the sheer brﬂheece ef the perfer

ager at: the tlme but he came of: f -

lin. his very’ young days the “hur-

{sometimes. continuing- frern early
Imorning until da,rkness fell S

istandarg . dimensions:
idown: fOl the pIa-Vmg ﬁeld

jwards a._ball going going over the
=crossbe,r wags recognised as a point.

‘la forfeit pemt was allowed under

lmg the end Img the ball ‘went over
111 the ceuntrv dls«-,

{ their. opponents,. Whe hed enly a

.one then,

he. lived to.see it with ‘reduced to seventeen.: The present

oA > infinite resources’} "
-at citg command’ and -Gaelic pas-|;
iy 2.in . the old " deys and" mest of the
_.tlmes ..p,layed in-every parish-in Ire-; jeeuntles had thelr oW - dlstlnctlve
‘I pattern,
;;:t-:_we,s ‘popular in many. pa_._};-.,-fs
"-*-'-.;the -Kilkennymen: who ] gl

“I'the . 1897 All- Ireland ﬁnal ‘against

‘more like a. present day  hockey

‘over

‘nounced as it is nowadays
'cut straight at ‘the nose, .but was

jand: coulgd send & ball -seventy or !

Tgetting: much” Ienger dttstance «with
" ja favouring wind.

{ful hurleys of the -‘l':'tﬁ‘ne and i
Jcertainly trevel a’ very respectable-,
distance.

Iplayed

ga.ineii %;;i'@vesld headlmes threugh_-’_.

mer. _
OHANGES IN RULES\

A SNAG.. __
- To hesr Bill deserlbmg the blg-
changes made in the ruies in his
time was a treat in.itself. He saw:

ling home!’ in' which allthe able |
bodieg meh of the parish partici-
peted and which . often ranged
over half a ceuntrys1de with' play

‘He ' actually played in some of
the ﬁrst games! undeér  recognised .
rules, » when threnty—ene R playersg

were the number on‘a’ team and
were . _ ]eld

Goals r\:'sere the onl scores al-
lowed at first, but shertly after~

‘In addition, what ‘was known as

in which at present

seventy yards {ree in  hurling
would be given. If instead of cross-

e e et i it Y T

be allowed. egemst the defendmg
side.” |

Forfeit pomts were abolished in
1888. -Side point posts were pro-,
v1ded in 1886 and: continued in use
for ‘a number. of .years.. At an
eerher “period ﬁve' “overs” e’::sunted1
‘a.. peint. 'This "must.-have been|
a- paradise for the wild driver

L ]

J

for he got some compensatlon for
his’ efferts - . 1

A SNAG

There we,s e. sne,g, hewever for.
until 1892 ‘8 goal had no equtvafent
in points,: with' the ﬁesult that a
team . mlght ‘score any-number of
points - apnd ’still . be defeated by

goal to:theit eredlt
In 1892 ﬁve pomts and m 1896

the present Camount “three |
points Were deelared equal te a
goal. - -

In 1892 the number of players
was also .changeéd. "It was twenty- i
when the numher was

number ef ﬁfteen d1d net ceme
untll 1913.-
Meny types ef hurleys Were used

’I‘he big Wex_ferd - one |
W%lulst
Te

I Kilfinane used: 8 eaman that was |

stick.. leerlck favoured a hurley |
narrow at’ .the handle and & ;little
three inches. at the eurve
whleh was nethlng like ‘as” pro-
At was

weighty at the butt=—ah”ideal in-
strument for effective grqund play,
which was all the, vogue by Shan—-
nonsn:le at the tlme . | /

Seme of the ":leading leerlck |
players had a terrific' ground.drive |

exghty vards with ease, oftentimes

This was allithe? mere remark—
‘able - when we remember -that the
hurling ball cof the period  was.
something lﬂ{e a. present . day
small. football, and well over tWIee
the weight ef the ‘sliotar in use
now.- It had: not’ anythmg like the
hai'dness of: the_ ball of to-day, but
& good welt. fromiong; ef fhe, gmwerw

could -

Rathkeale was ene of the par-
ticipants in® the first feetball game
in - County - Limerick and
this will be amengst the ~matters.

(dealt Wi’eh ZIII“ the next srticle ef

thls serles




- In factthey predidted 'all types of|

. handigrips. One fall, however; 'was

- oecasian the referee intervened:

pe;nmdw@f thﬁ gtame Q- “t

- play..

'- feotball i 2ath

Speaking @f‘,.thﬂse early games n
--general xm told . hew ‘théy often |
led to excikh .f_'___g»; scenes‘ in which' not. |
only playérs -but - st eckators. - fre-

' - 3 *

quen’clyr be;came' 'parfzélpants. SN

PHYSEO“ ID b & NCE
Physical’ vfolenae ‘between mem- |
bers of teams wWas m;)t unknewn;
the encro&ahf{li? nt-of: ‘spectators.on
the playing - field; & -ten ‘caused . the
abrupt temﬁin:a‘tmn -ofplay; whilst |
‘the Teferee: *enmyﬁd no particular{
- immunity Sfrom :;:;_,';':@ugh ‘handling. |
" His personx.,?w’as\ by O ‘means sacs

- rosanct. Fhevioc _'Siﬁps, ‘however,-
on  whichi” a;s suhjected to
_- }hysmal vmlﬁf zram.t He'l
.was - someétimes: pea,triéotlc
than  efficiant, =3 the unrpires.|

freea from Pthe su:sm

- .were not &2;%

picion - @f -Pias:
It is.ino. harm to e‘:s:plam that

sorae of . t‘h& farliest réforees had |

little or-ne practical experience of [

the game, and many of them found
. & copy. .ef. the ﬂrsmruriﬂs alm:ﬁst 1m~-h
~ possible to seﬁure
- L SPhey did-tHeir bésrf: under ’crymg
- -elmumafances F}écaus*e ‘they werel
anxious 0 See ‘the games of the |
Gael triumph,. and gradually suc-
“cedded -in-, establmhmg ‘some.. . sort
of order-and respect for- authomty

Bl reealled the many. occasions. |
hef saw -teams  leave the  field be-—'

'-'ca;u&e ef ~dissatisfaction - “with a |
_mﬁn& ang matches. were |
ayed: forno .other regason |- Bl
| than fhat they had not been fin-|did

FIT

-1311&& jmm___-é- 1o the f&ult -Of - +he

players s themselves: or thelr en-

thusiastie:.-follawers. .

"Those opposed to the Assomatmn
~—and.: they were  meny - a;nd very
- vecalss torgiSeq the cry-that the Sab-

bath swds hamg degecrated, that]
- publicgns: weéve anr&ngmg games.
for +their sown . ends and making:}:
fortiies: sout: of < them'  and. . ‘thiat
faction® ﬁ»ﬁ*ﬁ‘fti‘ng Was. bemg Tevived.'

_- horrora and e¢atamities if the “plain
1,pedee of Trelgrid Were not pre-
vénted from the pract;te:e of thenw
oW1 . games
| Naﬁwﬂ:mmnding Al this, “how-
- ever, tl '.j;'-"g&mes Were pl&yed‘ w;thw
réal enthbstasm and ’
| lmpe‘tuoug;‘“ Cefi'c tei'nperament be-—
gan. *“‘fo”respéct the laws . which
| ade” by th’emselves and
fr&mﬁd "1y préveiit vﬁoiefnce
~teach: self-qestrainﬁ and coolness
-and "to  develep. hu:rlmg and fcmt-

baIl .on sclerﬂ:rﬁc inés,

i @AY 03 o PLAY NOT - LIMITED
| The dur&tmn of Pplay was\ not¢
| 'lirmted to an hour in.  the early }
days »&nd games - continued much
-longer in. many instances, Another|
extraordma.ry feature of aldenm
-play was. that wrestling wag  per- |
itted in both hurling and foot-]
ball, “When ' two players came into|
eolision they generallv got - into

H

—_———

only permitted. If ‘the playery ‘at- |
ttemptedf g seee‘nd f&ll on the sama

- Play continueéd, of caurse, durmg
thig interludé,  When asked what']
,bzecamewﬂf the hall whilst the two
“men were wrestling,. Bill rather:}
dryly rephed that there were fartv
~atheér players te take care of. it:

|the big:
L '-"'“nelhte Spht ok

tand eaptain;

fAmemca, and ~caplained
fails in & g‘re&t hurling contest at

Later he captdined Chicage
- game in- which they defeated New
. York by seven  points to  three.
Aroumid:

Qf 8. f&mous hm’lmg club that
functmned in- Faynes just prior to'
upset: caused by the “Parp-

Known: as. the “Fa her Mur-
phy s,” the Foynes lads. competed
in fmlr grea:t tournaments araund
two

One mﬁ-summers day in 1891
they played no: less than three
games during the same afternoon:-
at Curragh te win outrlght a-sil-
Ver . cup. Rathkeale were - their

{ opponents in the ﬁnal and a gre&t
'decnﬂer it. proved:-

Shortly afterwar&s the
Murphy s” . Wwen: -4 . second _cup,
"which. . Was put up far competltwn
that pé
at Shanagalden. In ihls final they
‘defested. anether ﬂne team of that
tlm Arda.gh

~I: don't: km;aw 1f the tmph::es are'

Stlll A Fc}ynes, but Bill" saw them:

there more than forty years ‘affer

{the” ac¢tual, games in- _u{hlch they

ﬁgured ‘were’ playé& -
The  deféats’ the “Father: Mur-

phy s” “suffered’’ &urmg their . brief

emstence were zgdinst South Lib-|
in the Askéaton- Tmrna—;
ment and Adare Faughs in the |

-erties -
- Kildimo | ’I‘ournament

of . green and gold,: and -the team
members wore: caps i of 't’he TSaYe
‘htie, . A tragedy’ ocetrred iyy con-
nectlon with one of their games.
. Whilst proceeding to the vénue a
restive horse caused -ope of the
cars to upset, and Patr:ck Madi-

gan received injuries from whwh
“i.he died three days Iate’r

« BULK OF THZE ERS

The olti« veteranl rememberec‘i the
B of i remibers (of: that splen-
team--Mick 'Kirivan,  founder
Ned , 'and . Stephen

Jacksen;

~Johnmy  Hartnett,  Jim
sRd J ifm
- ‘Ned
SPianahan

Pa.dd

Wialsh, .I‘rm and Mickey
and Dan O*Sﬂll‘ivan -

“Father |

|

)

I

!

nr’

They had a very: ﬁfstmative dress

| ‘Ned  Barron, Dan Shee-
|lhan iNecﬁi O’Conner; Tim and dack
. Savage
.Healy, Jack Enfight, T Kirivan,
Jack Ov'Connor
MeENamars, Mrck S‘tfﬂwan

Another player well known rto the

'Ratbkeals . lads was Thomas'

| Naughton of Clastleroberts, Adare;
. and a member of -the. Adare Des-|
s mondg team of thg: egarly Gaelic

eryigragted to:
he Inni’é-:

days. Tom  later

Chicago ' in “the autumn of 1893
ina

the samne - period, D.: H.

%ledy, who b&f@‘re leavmg Freland,
wWas Secretary

- of the leérick

Commiércigls Clith, got the high

thonour of élection ag President of

the GAA dne Amerlca

Also promment in the American
seene was - W. J. "Spain, Ireland’s
ﬁr*st ATI- Iréland dusl champion,
‘winner . of-
seniop- faotball crown,  &s & menm-
‘bey of Limeriek Commercials . in
1887 and later ‘to. captire  an’ All-
Trefsnd senior - huﬂi‘ng nrédal as a
member of lublm chkhams in

| 1880, o |
Shartlv &fter hlS a:rrwa;l in New-

York “W. .I;” Scored 2 goals dnd 5
| points . for His team — New York
"Gaelie. Figuring in the same game
was" Jack . Connery of K ilfinane,
who rem‘&me& in America fﬂ”llow—
mg the 1 “Gaehc Invasmn &

It was Bill's opinien that they b

~had. & more sensible rule  than:
in after Yyears regarding mniiscons
duct by a player on the field. The
referee was empowered . to .. order:
-thg offender to the S‘Ldellne fcrr anv
" and ‘he might permit him  resame
when he considered he had “eooled
his heels;” and was likely to bhe of

goad hehawour for the bal‘i;;g;ce of:

- Rathkeale was one of the. ear- :
“Hest clubg affitiated to the GAA
- and it was represented &t the.
~Second arnual C@ngress of “thie:
Agsqgeiation, held  at “Fhurles:in-
Fébrugry, 1886‘
The erg‘ams&tmn
was: - rent asunder by
which divided the mne;ﬁ clubs.
into @pﬁming camps, ang resultad"-'--
i two Cféurfty Boards clatming. to

function® at the gare pex‘l d-—egeh.
claiming! © jurisdictida and. thé:
?ght to spe ft}r ”the G&els ofj,_,_:
the Coun*tm e e e T
The Rathkeale ,,fi__'feis-'-:~:-'~tma-k. no |
- active part in ﬁbﬁa--‘_ij;e;éadls“ﬁiute, and |
- ‘they held their Elub miiact by
- concentrating on - ﬁcal tourn&{f
. ments in  many of Wh:c:h they-
‘participated.

in L1mer1ck"'-"
the sptit |

Voo r 3

»
o e

Mentmn af t};.tese reumc&ed 1111 "

the: -first. All-Ireland



By SEAM. S

OOT‘BALL in the- West  was ’

O’GEALLAIGH
UNFORGETTABLE DAY.

Very etrong in the early and Years atterWards, the great L‘em
mid ’‘nineties, and a eembinatlen McNamara ef Shelbourne when “in
of which  Bill Sneahan often Speke | -conversation” with “Bill' Sheahan,
in feeling - terms was that of the said: “ G}ve my kindest regards to

.....

N ewbridge footballers

lany - Qf the Newbridge old timers

Situated in that flat ang fertllelyou meet I ’'played’ in many sreat

plain whieh lies ‘between Rath- ga&mes in my day-—eclub and county; |+

keale and Askeaton, the" ~ district
of Newbridge came to the fore in

*but there. is.-one which etcmds ouc

fergettable day we tre:\felled 1o

the decade before the. turn ‘of the Rathkeale to play Newbridge. “They

century as possessor of 9?.__’?’“‘:"3’.had e bod Zor the best hey

noted, football eemblnatlen

The upmse "of football in the"area,_ ften
so early in the life of the G.A.A.; ' happen ‘e, ‘They were not 1ou

was a natural develepmen't for’-'-but their. style was the. rough ancl_ -

lof a- week-—and that did not often

players . by any mannex of means

Newbmdg“e and the adjoining- dls—”tumb'le taetiee so typical - ‘of

tricts of” Cooleappa and Riddlés- |slden -arena. " In" football of thls- .:

town were ¢ld” strenghelds of the cl‘ase they_ stood” out ‘on'their own.’

roa
""Lr

code long before ergé.,msed .com- | “Bil}faintained this style’ “Ofl\?lay

petltwn Wes thought of.

"It iact in” this dlstrlet

&me’ na,tural “to the" 1ads of
| bridge, for it Wwas mgreined in them

amongst others that we find traees from’ the earliest days of” ‘the cade.

of the very- earlv ‘work of ‘the mem- The story tellers: of the distyiet had |

bers of  the Fenian’ Brotherheed, many:” Yaleg to  -tell lof “the” ‘gldsn
who tu:!:necl to the cult of &thlé'l;lcg. days, and” fac‘tmn fighting was not

and native forms of Sports as ai
occupation and training greund for

uﬁknown m the tim’es qf the eld

-factlen Wa.s st111 there When thef

the YQuth Of th@ COuntI'y folIOWIIlg ,G‘aellc Athletlc ASSOCIatIOD S&W the

the faﬂure ef 'the e.rmed revolt Of light, and it is gne of the big things |

1867,

THiE OLD Gmm *OF **GGAIJNG”-

to the- credit of the mrovement tha t

Bill Sheahayp' often told "of the|start.
meetings hée had as a yeuth Wlth “Previoug to that, it regularly

old stalwarts Tike  Mick - (“Pa.d”)

Mulce,hy, Ma,ehael Sle.tter ‘and gathering, fair or Trace . meeting

James. Downey; who reguLarly
- spoke’ of the great gport they ‘en-
joyed through’ praetlce of-the’ ‘old
game Of “g‘oalmg,” at a time’ whern |

country way of life.

The ‘Newbridge lads were rea.dy_ ;
“for the call to football aetlon when | M”'U?:lee ’Wal’l WS eaptam c.t the -
“formed Newbridge
_'mn “and m mbeﬁ*' of “the téam, as far as|
they took mart in-. Some of the 'Blll" 8@1,,11’@ remem‘pef‘ thetn were i“—|
earliest games played in their part- -
of -thé country ‘ag soon 88 ‘the ‘dis-
cipline of the new Tules accus-

it came’ fromi' the “newly
G&elle “Athletic' ' Associgtt

{he: free and easy style ef the Open

thmg g

Bill mamtamed thelr team was

various . epg:eun’gers were often

well' ‘¢g hle -of doifig, eeven ‘on

“fads” “and’ the other

| ﬁ%ﬂy, Tom "Walsh

‘Barry, John Lgan Jack
Jimmy Enr;g’”h’i‘;l ‘and. ‘Davy I—Ien—-

one .of the best to be found ahy- nessy.

whert right 11"em the -commence- |
ment but the -lads themselves

taiit e.nd one of the most respeeted[

“were never fully fired with the‘men i the  locality. A plblic re-

S 1r1t ‘of conquest and wer\e ‘con- |
tent 'to play “in the” limited" circle
within easy walkinp: remge. That |
is the reason they were not inclu-
ded in the ' ling “un for the initial

presentetwe for ‘many years, ,w1s-

prowess penetrdategq the ether perqf_ TEE row toek plae

tions @f the County.

" -

‘Glin_of "course, and’ had heard dur-
ing his youthful days there- of the
football mastery of the’ Newbrldge

-'them.

Con, & tro:lan ﬂer tralmng anq a mmute | ha,t is all” tﬁe“'ﬁgh,,tmgj
'stmk.ler for ]_:!re“per prepara’gqn_ and argumg e,beut‘? What Wﬂl Qﬁk: .

get tired . they'll ,_s"to'p |
§ ‘A EEAL K

gaid: . HBOo; li’sten ‘fo me ‘for

for ~any game, always stoutly | people -say Qg év are”gll ‘& pa

maintaineg ‘that the best training |of- blackguar
of all was to get as many: ma,tchee going on one. weuld think the!
as possible. That was a sound. idea |'freésdom Fof “Treland’” }
and one which many. trainers’ ‘of | Here, in the name of God, let us{
-the present day’ are enthlismst}ce all Jine up again- and shake’ hsmés"
: Wi’th ee.ch othrer - ‘and - finish “the|.

ally subscribing.

Tead-
fﬁ“‘f& e

va h-cvl‘ir [ e}bﬂ?ﬁ% r1 T e "‘ oy

athkeale. =" Tt ~proved ‘“That is '"a, sentnnent Bind adwce_:;"
hh tggg,ci;%?y that is as .true torday. as when}
1 ILe- | Manrice - Wall tittered it over . sixty|
-ag0. The games -of the |
“ael are intended asg 2 means Gfﬁ

| . ﬁ'lendly rlvalry, over which ng|
“Commercials freely admltted One should ever lose. control qﬁ -

U];aan’i W&S Evalils g, AT
a, very exm "’ maﬁ; N
a big- crowd; ¥

ment flowed ev ‘the “side’ -Tines | .,
druriﬁg the eourse.

‘more than once
Qf 'a thrill- throng'ed hour,”

Was atstake.

1In the height of their work {0 g “What is the whole thing|
for’ the AllIreland bidelony of- fum- that nons

AR s oRs s mexembe_--n--xe
y oo 3'|-.._". W
T -..\: _h. pit

afterwards “that it WaS - r:me ‘of " the k ......

hardest games they ever " played:
Tim -Ryan, one of the most spec-| on the field of play an énemy

tacular players- -of "the - City gide,

said after "the ‘match: ‘“‘we haveland . self-control, to prowde

played* against lads all over thej healthy amusement, and to - cem-
country but the toughest and most j ent friendships, . }ﬂ-:e ‘those that{
tenacious lads we ' ever -encoun- Nnow Sso happllv bma t’E:;e older gen- |
tereq were the bunch fhat ‘com-! erations, who 1laid” the’ feunde.tions'*'

prreed the Newbmdge team

0 R

e.f the. great G.AA. of to day.

it was stamped eut I‘lght from the |

showed itself wherever a pehtleal |

was held, and few of these wound.!
up’ Wlthout gome melee. . Needless |
to SEW ‘the” NE“#b‘I‘Idb“e bovs in ‘their -

‘and Bob uleefhp",- _Pad (ir |

Con Magner Dick" We;ll Wﬂlie
tomed the veterans, more used to|walsh, Jinamy. O’Cotinor, "Dan ¢
Cusacgk, Tomim Wall,  Maurice |

country, to the altered erder ef -and jghn y 84T a,ugl;n:lt:ersss%1 Jflshn '-
rawley, |

"‘Maurice Wall was a8 gree.t cap-i

dom -and eeolness were the twin|
 factors ™ that ‘expressed his’ Thonest |
4nd “ghassuming cha,ra,eter It - was!

sai‘d of "him 'that "He never me.dej

chambpionship. which was won by | _
the fg,med Limerick '(}ommercm]g: an enemy in e1ther h1s spertmg or |

nbliclife.” :
and’ that ‘such littte news of their | P! on the play-|

ng' fleld "he’ never mteﬂ:‘ered His |

'IHE BAI .'mette was: ‘‘Take o nptlce of |
GBEA’T O F]]TZGE D them.. Like the two goats’ pulling |

I—Iewever “when” C’emmerelels | ¢ hey |
were preparlng fe"r thieir ' second this Wix gnd that Way, Wben t AR
great “assdult on f'the All—-lreland_

:'exte,d,el their eaptam ‘the ™ great | Q e e ) R

| Only eﬁce, Hn t"he occ,e.§1en of a
Con: Fitzgerald, Wwho" haﬂed from particuls r} distasteful . sgene, was |
he krown' to “inteffei'e *That day |
he wenf into the midst of the;

lads;: determmed to Jem ISSuse Wlth. ﬁghtere, put up h1s two hands eng

il

the way ye ure |

g‘aln e.ﬁ‘yt“h_‘_ing by,

temper Or make ‘of " an opponent-
“he

games are therée to bmld dlsflip ine |

in Ty memerv and ’that ig the un-_ -

* called . upoh' to’ hold"their’' own, and | N
iﬁzgegm;ﬁg triﬁlgesmm‘;?ge ru.l':.?t pggfflt is on I§"eeer d that this they Were y

tlme provided a valueble “break Sl

occasions ~when hea,vnv ‘outnum- | .
from :the’ menateny o:E' ’t‘he *then* Berad,  wheén “long distant “venues |
'tOOk themn’t’@ thelr V&I,*IQU.S GapteSts i

o T



By SEAMUS o CEALLAIGH

ef 1he faret :fnendc, ”Rlll
N ‘%heahan miade and the football:
- field was. Pat Deherty, who was qne’
- of the founder members of the St.
John's Clu’b a,nd ‘one:.of: ‘its beeti

pl&yﬁrs
in 1894 wae very mueh regretted all

. " " i

over the county, as he was one of
the most popular lads ever to hoot
the ‘leather in: I_Amemck o
Anether lad 'who was venr well
liked in Rathkeale at. this period
was Larry Roche of Domin— a very
fine athlete, Who p?‘oved his versatil-
ity b%; lining"out "with ‘Commercials !
and helping them" win. the All- Ire-
land senior football title of 1896,
Bill. often” told us of the descrip-
tion Frank Dmnen gave afterwards
in  “Sport?”of - Roehee p}ev thet
memorable’day. .
&»PEEDY eND FEARLESS
o 'CHARGL |
Flgurmg ‘Half- beck Larry
broke frem hlS place tlme and
again, cut - through  his ‘opponents

both at midfield dand half-line of de- k

- fence, Where all  opposition: failed |,
-befere his ~speedy and fearless
charge, befere feedm “the ball t
his farwards who made the proper
use of it.”

Dinneen 11kened the Dromm lad’s
| play that day to the ddsh in the old
‘days-of -horses of 'the Dublin. Fire
Brigade before the iritroduction. of
motors, when everyone cleared the
waYy for .thé horses; and all stoad

| elpated
" ';‘ heaten

o {2t

}ede eeemet the m1ghtv e:;i:v men
weée the telk of Lhe Wee*t for many
a ay o -

AN OT'HER TERRIFIC TUSSLE

Castlemahon and Ashford had
another. meeting _before the year
was out and the great rivalry be-
tween the pair was demonstrated
in another terrific -tussle -which
left +the ;q;ueextmn pf supremacy
jmore up - m’ the air than ever  for
'the verdiet was a draw. In the
same occasion fhe -Cestlemahen i
juniprs beat the Lorg Edwards of

i

| Neweastle: West 12 to 0-1.

The Limerick . Senmr Chempmn-—
ehlns were restarted in 1895, ifol-
Jowing the  break ecauged hy the
Parnelhte split. Rathkeale parti-
and theilr hurlere were
by CEherlme at = Croom
| after a herdwfought etruggle The
County Board, however, were . not
satisfied with- the menner of - the
Caherline success, and they ord-
ered a revlay. Whleh took place . at |
‘the St. Michael's: Club Grounds,
Corkanree, where Rathlieanle,

won, 2-5 to 1- 1

Rathkeele were b&ck at Corkan.|
ree a month later to play Robert.
BEmmets of Kilfinane. The latter
had most of the lads who won for
Timerick ‘its firgt “All:Ireland -senkor:
‘hurling - crown - two years after-
wards,-and they won, 53 to 0.3,

In the following ChaInDIOHShlpS

_in edmireuon et thew splendld gal-
lop .
.. Roche wee a, ma,n apert on th
foothall field,- as - was Malachie |
O’Brien ‘in: the ﬁret year of Lime-
rick ‘faothall: glery. and these two
players. she.red Wi
special ‘ni¢He in:the: memery of the
old" Ra:thkeeie veteran. :

Bill had’ a vivid. reeellectmn ef
some: ef ~the:. ‘earliest: tournaments

that rallied the’ West to, the great

_._3"

foptball’ hemtage later estebhshed-

- there. -~
I EXCITING GAME

Con Megeer’e ifield et K;lleedy |
wasg the “venue' for a most exciting !

game in the summer of 1894, where
the Gastlemehen ‘Deel - Ra.n gers
‘beat St. Ttas"of: Ashford 1.2 to 0.3,
after a teérrific’ tyssle. The. promi-
nent Caetlemahon players that hec-

tie day ineluded their captain, a 1ad

eI out te Kilfinny, at Ballingarry, 2.6

ith Mlek Mackey a

Rathkeale also bit the .dust, gomg

t 1 b, after a hard—feught ga,me

A WESTERN “D RBY”

A western “derby” in. thet chem- -
pmnehlp Wae the meeting of Ballin: |
| garry and Kilfinny,. which produced
ﬁreworks galore before the ‘garden
town’®’ becvs earned the verdlet of
410 to 2.8 .1in thelr favour. -

In.an old scrap bogk ]5}111 turned
Lup the names of the players in th@t
1toughly foungt encounter .-Th ey

weret— "

Ballingarry —.C. Q’I{eeffe (eap-
tain),  J. ©ahill, T. Callaghan, H.
MeDonnell M. Dunwaorth, J. T.

O'Keeffe, J. Power, 'W, €lifford, I,
Cronin, B. Noonan, E. F‘Ltzglbbﬁn |
Jim - Getherell .Ie,ck ‘Reidy, D./
O'Keeffe, B Reldy, P. L&Wlﬂr, P..
- Noonan. =

named Matthews, Baggott, ‘Hickey,
Cussen, chelleghan O'Donnell,
Muoore, Nermeyle “Sheehy, Brewn
and Fltzmaumee O’'Donnell,  the
Ashford captain, Wlth Casey, Her-
lihy, the, MeInerney ‘hrothers, Col-:
lme, | D&mf ‘Roche, Body and
Twomey . were most in the plcture

K inny -— T. H1ekey (Ceptam)
M. Lyngh (goel) {W. Hannon, |
Taomey, W. O’ Deneghue, Tim th& |
key, M, Kelh,r, M.  O'Donoghue,
‘Hickey, D. Hartigan, M. Burke, J.
Fiztgibbon, W, GEonnell 1. Burke .
J. Maorrissey, T, O’Dea, _Aherne,_
Mangan | _

.'E.t

for the leeere
Around. :the . eame perled the
Rathkeale: Aads - Jjourneyed . to New-
castle West to.join issue with the|
loepl lads;-and they were beaten|
unexpeef&dly, three. pemts to - nil.
Tom- Ambroge . (sklpper')
phy, J. Leahy; C.: Q’Deneghue M..
Nix, F. Kelly; P: Coughlan and P.
Byrnee -were the pest: of the win-!
‘ning side that de.y, Wlth Ra.th-
keale Wejl‘ ’Served y g, ODﬂneh—-
hue  (captain); *J. Sheehan,- T
Heren and P, Skehen Sade
A REAL THRILLER -
Gastiemahen gnd* Ashford had
anether set- ter,_th:s time at Camas,
and it prnwed B reel ‘thrillen,
‘which thie former wen by the
narrowest ej:‘ margme, ‘the = winn-~{
ing score” ¢oming’ as referee. Scan-
lan of R@theehﬂl Was JI.lSt blew—
mg for f t1me

J. Mur-| .

 Byrne anpd J.. | ‘O'Dgnanell.

HURLING ¥, SHINTY :

Three Memeter hurlers who haﬂ{
emlgre,ted to England and were.
‘working on’a big “construction job
in the Engheh ee,pital pa,Ftlclp&tEd
in what must have’ been the first
hurling v. shinty game ever played.
They were W, McNemara, D
On the
'same 0CCAsion == Bt. ‘Btephen's Day,
_._.'1896——-Jehn Flanagan of Kilmallock
gave an exhibitiop throw: with the

“I'hammer of 145 ft, 11 inhs, ﬁe eroeeg
to .London for a competition with

| this missile, ‘put noe eppenent could:
be found: for him, so he had fo. }ge-.
;content with an &Xhlbltlﬁl’i effort.
leemck’e winning of “the All-
Ireland senior -football - erown in
1896 and the hurling suceess of the
following year will be deajt wlth m,
the next artlele of thlS serlee

'l.,' )

Qﬂstleme{?fi_ n . wére

gﬂ-ln

action on--the:. fellﬁwmg Sunday,“ -
when . theuy‘_met the- famed Com-
mermels
- Teumxament
| bee.i:

in:: the' Creem Feetball
“in --whieh they
eg};.-;_'__-: em pelmzs ta two,
glals next Joutney . . nto

_keele a.t home fer a Valueble Set
“of - medais., Much: interest-centered
in -this ga.me and g ‘huge erowd
-tuvne@ upwta‘ieee %the Biay: They got
- great Valge, for the teams ‘were to-
gether all“the’ heur and Rathkeele
were leal ing by the edd ‘point’
three negring the ‘end: - The huge.
thronig of i spectafors got S0 exci~
ted that they overflowed on to the]
pitch and. play. had - to be - aban-
doned a few minutes: from. time.
‘This. . was gne of: the greetest foot-

ball games ever: feught in Rath-
keele a,ncl the dmpla,y of the- lecell




~ He'set his heart on that objective
it "ecan|g

ly SEAMUS o CEALLAIG

: _ILL SHEAHAN saw leerlck
' win seven
tatles SiX hurlmg a
one in foo-tball The -only ong ?ﬁ;e
missed was that first great genior
football final, away . back in 1887,
when Commermals put the name
of ' Limerick “where
ever as first ‘holders of the All-
Ireland football  c¢rown. -~
_He witnesgsed all  the great
games however,. of the successful
1886 campa.ig"q, by the Commer-
¢ials, which"
x W1th an All- Ireland victory, ©
The first” match in that quast
for the laurels -was . against ano-
ther - famed f@otbaill club. "of the
period—the -ponowned Arravale
Rovers ‘of Tﬁpperary It ~took
place ~ at - Mallow, where the
Lim
s stirring. “struggle
Six weeks

.....

in

later Commerc;1als,
and, a brlg hand of supporters,'
were back”

Erinls H@pe of lungarvan m the-

Munster ﬂn&l .

THE MATC S
T‘he Waterforgi la,ds opened

stmng fashion #nd had. pla,ced a'

 point "between the uprights in the
first - m1nute+ of play. “'They were
. _bas;:k again.. almast
and Ca Clew ¢ punt ‘netwards 7 wWas

‘saved. by Denig” Birrane in. capital|
.S00N. supnlemented by two ‘other

fashion, The Oola lad “had to

_ isayé his posts agam a mamept.;.

later, his response to this chal-

- lenge’ 'gaining rounds of applause. |

This “fine seve seemed to inspire
 the -Limerick lads, for they got
_gﬁing”“ from. his long clea,ranpe, an
~after a few. brief sallies in Water-
~ford: grwnd A]bw - Quillinan
levelled up, ith” ad

point. .
| .:;;-.5-? ,gear pow, "

and " with. Bill

Bsga -hm ‘Rigrdan, - Con Fitz-
gery d. a,p Pa,t Griffin hittmg the
high =~ spots the  second: ‘quarter
was very muych in . Limerick

famur, and the seore &f the turn-

over was..three points t to
e as..three points éqne U'-f@rwardg el

their credlt

The second moiety
“bornly captested, and: twen‘ty mm-

utes had  elapsed without. a - flag.
when L1met‘1qk got

at . g;ther e
. through for g great pmnt "Erin’s
Hope “hotly  disputed th1s score
and left the field as 3 pr&test
iWh&n the referee, Tom Dﬂﬂlev of
Cork, orie of the best of the ea,rly
.-qfﬁgmls, ruled the score- V&h

Bill 'was ‘very' favqurably nlaced:
appened on' the oc¢-ii

 to"gée what 'h
~cagion, and he holds it was un-
dau‘btﬁdlg 8 point. The side posts
weére in opera;twn at the time and
the ball eertamly\pagsed batween

them, .- but it rebounded .off a2
specfetor back inta th& ﬁeld uf

play.

GENEROUS OFFER.

-~ When Erin's
continue the ‘game,” Commercials
- generously offered to forego the
score, but this the referee Te-
fus d. ta sanction, and when the

erford lads Wguld t etu
ﬂmsh ths- nsa T t rn

'md ______
seore 0-4 to 0-1-51*& demsmn whmh

the C“entr‘al Coalmcﬂ subse uentl
uph&ld " i ¥

Timerick Were Munster cham- |’ |
pions, snd to no men more thani: NSIDER,
'DESERVED Tmi
the ‘Commer- |

- Con F;tzgerald of Glins sqould ‘the
- eredit go for putting
ciald 'back on the All Irel&nd trail,

rly in " the -season . a,ngi
be' ‘safely said ‘that no 'team be-

- fore ‘or- since ever. trainecl so ear~,
| hea.v:.er‘ team,

nestly for any pr;ze

Cop put. his- la.js\ *thmugh glelever  at . foetwor ,.their " __%p_-_

. Tigorous c»t;mr S, i Qb WL LU S L RONGRES. o WAL Che LOEY oL L2
.- mopthsi-they -played Sundgy after |the™faster compination. Lon iz
| .Sundﬁy, and- - in 2 ;ﬂ fon to A gerald -Nrasy by fa ‘the sswiftest
3 d Hour's fﬂ*ﬁr’tb@j “‘*fhey Wa,llged' man on the field,” and did reat

d from the venue, sometimes work “in all- dey m*ént@ Sarry
'c‘wﬁ ‘ing a8 distance  of many|Roghe, tqe, despie "his sxxteen

. miles” for an enga,gement WLth a
Al-known  team.
T‘he had to be

fit team te

wm that title, for both the Mun.|

ster and All-Treland . fingls =~ were
played in ° the heart of winfer,
with W&afche‘r ccmdxtmns avery
severe. |
- REMARKABLE FEATURE __
A most”  remarkable feature’
about the All—Irelgnd ﬁnal SWas

the fact that for the only’ tims
in the history of the G.A.A, the
- twa main pﬁﬁ;tlﬂns of Fr&s:dent

and Secretary were held by - the|

same person —a
Frank B.
landerrsn.

leerickman,
‘Dinneen . of

Road ‘Croke

} at Jones's (now’
Park).
when Tipverary won the

hor;oursmhurl;ng ang football

All-Treland 'SAenmrH them

it stands for |

was” again crov_fned |

[there were some . grounds

erick lads won 2-4 ta 0-6 after_
Juntil . February 6th

at Mallow. to’ play the |-

Jdmmediately

d in posgegsion.’

“wyell-taken |
'I’he‘ leerlck ma.chme zat i
;h-l‘i -0,

swent . wide
"",-"erty' yard§
S{noint..
Thalfhour ‘inigreat- stvle and bad

Larry Roche” bmkei ai]

'rem&mder of the
Holaﬁ refuggd te.l’ewa.pg,g/d with @u);

ed [the visitors’

|served
| ccmte'sted

~: | Fitzgerald n)y.
- |O’Riordan, M R}?&n,'

Bally-_
"The first All-Irelend finals played’

were for ‘the 1895 tltles}?-
-dual|

. .':q.lri_'

) represented
in” the latter, and ~when
Commerclals beat them in the
opening round - for ‘the followmg
champmnsmps the L1mgrick lads
‘were " quickly mstalled fa.vountes
ta take the crown. -

This changed, however
Dublin gualified. ' as' their - oppon-
ents, for . the Metropohtans were
All-Irelend - champ;&ns 1891,
1892 and. 1894, angd were regarded
by. many sound judges as- the
greptest ‘football combination yet

to grace the Gaelic. stage. - That
far this

demonstrated in
after” yem‘s, when )ublm' per-
formed the remarkable ~feat of
winning again in 1897, 13908, 1899,

1901 nd 1902,
Thez 1896  final waas not played
1808, and the

referee was agam Tom Doaley of
Qctrk

T}IRILL—PAGKED GAME |
The game wag .8 thrill-packed

Arra.vale | Rovers |

a, ssertmn was

"'ene and the great Duhlin combin-

lation went dmgm | becausg “they
were canfronted by a. well
trained team. capable of: joining

issue with’ ‘them, - in every ‘sector
and at all nmnts o:f the game |
Dublin ‘got away to g ' great
start and had- 2 point befare ten
seconds - had elapsed. . 'This they
minors, -~ to -gain What ltmked a
commanding lead.’

Iimeriek, hqwaver respnnded in
thrijlling fashion from 2  great
burst bv Na,sh th’xt put Cammon

T Good combination
between the Iat:tﬂr -ahd . Dalton
brought - play deep inte Dublin
terr:t,ory, where Bill Murphy. was
hwaiting.  He' ‘eleveérly’ ‘side- stepped
pponent, .end with - terrific
gpeed banfz;ed thmugh a8 leﬁppk
goal _amidst’ the Wlldﬁﬁt exmt&
ment

Lzmemck mamta,med the: pres—-
sure after this™ and snme dour
bouts -followed. Roche fed his
but “a, few balls
hefom,NBSh ‘eut from

1o ‘reg 151:&1:' a . gra,nd

Phe. visitors ﬁmshed the:

voints: by Euttlmar “amupion ahd
Leave “the ' tally

Bill ' N ;grnhv,, o

at the'” 1n1:erve~1 leﬁr}ck 1-45

Dublin, 0 3.

METROPGLITANS WERE STILL
"CONEIDENT. o

The Metropohtans were - still

_conﬁdent. of vmtc:ry fqr they had
'-plan,red against @ stiff | breeze,
hich Limeriek had to fa,ee on
.thfn turn  over. . ‘The - Shannon-’
siders had an e,-a,r1+-~ uplift “when
hot Dublin
raid, drove the hgll half a ﬁeld’
length for Campion - to natah 2
moBt valuable pomt
‘Dublin  pressed’ for alm@st ’che
game and were
pc}mts, which
narrowed “thg gap . very ma,tem-v
ally. The T.imerick défence was
superb in that last exciting quar-
te*" and 2lthough Dublin tried:
everything thev knew in an effort
t3 bring abmut the downfall of
net, Dems ‘Birrane

bea,tun “There “Were
t. exmteme_nt when
ime-

was - never
scenes ‘of grea
the final whistle: blew,and.. Lim
rick were wmperﬁ 1—5 to 0-7.

'FULLY
SUGGESS

fu,liy de-

‘The - Shann@n ders
theu:“ glqéss for ‘they
SVery ‘igch . of the
round with | cansumm&t& skill
and proved ‘their su%ermm tvr in- na

uncertain - way.,. ey were th

.x_g,nd th g‘h pot’

stone &vepdup 1‘“ rﬁf@.@[@pl&ﬁf&d grggt

t10n

MERICK TEAM.
j_:..;;merqmls selectlon
&red : Ccm

(gQa ).1.”-;.-: iy o i I"'-i-""“-‘.f‘ _;‘I

Tha full
deéserve to

rane

Jimy O’Rlordan, ‘Tudrry Sheeh:
Rache, Albie" ‘Quillinan, - I

mer, Toni Cgmpmn, Jam
ton, J. Murphy,. W.: M
Jack Murphy - and T Nash

Bill Sheghan’ travelled back %n
the-train with the' Lir \erick  team,
and ~the receﬁtmn thev got at
Limerick . ra.llway sta.tl:h
'deepn 1mpresswn on "_~,{.Thls then
'vouthful mind. huge crowd,
amcasmpamed by the 8t.. Mary's
Band, ‘met the: tram “and  the

utmest enthusmsm Wg;s d1splayed

e
. o C e .. P venl ) A
A A . . T L r

o 3 il

i

When |

dash and ga.ve a gjgﬂgnd;d exhlbl-'

. Mmade. "2
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"_off on- .the trail ‘that won .them

s Flynms two ans* Q’Brmn Eremlq

Of thE1

N 5 held at Thurles on
May 22nd, 1808, was a great
~ triumph fer Limerlckmen, who

were  appointed to  all the main
- posts, Two Shannonsiders fought:
for the Chair, and Michael Deer-
ing, who was domiciled -in Cork

annueh Cengress

: HE |
- GLALA,,

at the time, defeated Denis “Spen-|

cer” Lyons of. Croom: Castle on a
vote. F. Halvey of Croom was.
appemteﬂ Vlce-Premdent and the
-pest ©Of: - Secretary. went to Frank
Dinneen of. Ballylanders.
A ~Jmonth later Limerick started

AllTreland. hurhng honours for the

first. time. -
"~ The County final, in whmh Kl
finane beat Cappamore 4-9 to 4-8,

had -been .a- hotly contested affair,
and the  losers ciaimed they were
disallowed -scores on the occasion
which should have been granted.

Kllﬁnane, ‘when called to repre-|

‘seni the county, sought the aid
of some of their Cappamore rivals
for the gameé with Clare; but the;
latter refueed te pla,y - _

. The Sﬂ‘u

th' Lamerick' '1ads were
forced to line out without Cappa-
more assistance, against. Tullg, at
Greenpark* Racecouse ‘on: June 19, |
1898, but ther won, 25 to 2-3 1
after g stlrrmg tussle that fired
Limerick enthusiasm- and. . helped’
to -heal the breach, with the result
that Kilfinane were. able to call on
- Cappamore help fea:' the nexi: en-
~counter,

The Cork ’Rﬁckies Were next:
-enge ed gt Tippe‘rary ‘Town -on’
| September 25th, ‘and a: Cappamore
quer“tette tmjned out in-the Lime-|
rick - Qeleureé-—-r.]'ehn ‘Hynes, . Pat|
Muicemr ‘Pat’ Butler< and: Johnny:
Condonh:~  Two others;” - John - Mul-
| eahy ami Denfs Cennolly ‘travelled |
- as: reeerves‘ o leeriek won - this: 1
enwunter, 429 {0’18, ‘after a- game.)
that-was ‘much: cleser ‘and” more |
exc;ttmg than the scere Weuld

Prp——

|ment

feet | |

| Kllkenny had ﬁrst bleed when |
they scored a fine point, and they .
soon followed with a neat goal.

rick when he shot between the.
point posts but.  the Noresiders
were not long in neutralising this.
Nearing the end of the half hour
Catterell clipped through a fast:

kenny, 1-2; L1mer1c:k 0-2.

The Kﬂkenny followerg were
Wlld with exc,ltement When their
team rushed through .. 'a goal:
shortly after the restart.  Lime-

drum of the Kilfinane band rent |
the air as’ Cafterell sent an Uun-
steppab]e shot to the net.
rose - still
Brazil best’ all
a. nice point,

LJMERICEK LADS* RGUSED TO

T GREAT EFFORT |

The leemck lads were roused
to great effort now and feehng
the blood of victory in their wveins

‘further  ‘when
eppemtmn to add

they met their opponents man for

man ' ih some wonderful hurling.
K1lkenny were fighting desper&tely
and -their supporters ‘had cause
for Jey When they put thmugh a .
pair . of ‘minors  to  leave- fe;ur
pmnts dividing ‘the teams..

It was then Limerick opened up
in real earnest. Sean Og Hanley |
tore through the field, Pat O’Brien’

{hurled. like one msplred ‘and then

Pat Butler "put the msateh to the

1fuse -when  he shook. off all op-

position  and. banged home a -goal
that -was the:signal- for the all-
out effort that. ceptured the hurl—
mg Blue. Riband.

Ash Sphntered and : men fell in
shoulder * to- shoulder - bouts . as.
Limerick . pressed them he.rd ~and
ito save thew posts  the: Kilkennv
defendersl were “forced .to concede.

“fifty.” - There were no “seven-’
tles " then, all: -*fifties;” .and .an
eppenen; was nermitted - to :stand

mdmetet i | -
ND LING FINAL
pper;:ary T‘ewn on November"®
20th, 1898, Witnessed a great gath-
ermg of. the Lunerick ¢lans, who:
trswelled "to. .see’ the County con-)
test ‘its ﬂrei: ever AJI—Ireland hurl-
ing Anal:
| Ma:ny Weet Lamerlck enthusxasts
made the .journey . in. open. cars, |
despite _the wintry conditions pre-|
vailing,” and. the’ eccaeaen was a .
memarable .one;  the ™~ events ofl

which" wers discussed at ﬁresnies
for ma*ny“ 2 long “day.

- Western: ifterest was helghtened‘
by the faet that Bellingarry had ;
two' representatives on  the "side— |
J. Reqdy, ~who kept a ‘great goal, |
- and-J. Catterell, whilst Croom had
9, worth delegete in P, Buskin.’
Thess, - with the Ceppamere men .
already mentioned, ‘and 'J. Flood |
of Caberline, were eelle:i “to the
%sistan@e ‘of the Kilinane contin- ]
gent, Whlch comprised’ Denis”
Grlmes Wh@ .e& ta,med ‘the team;
“Segn og”.. - Hanley, the two |

an{g Do _‘__.T,__es,
Every mniode of locomotmn was |
vressed. into | service to get the

Kllﬁnane crowds to the venye, and
a teuch ef glanieur W&S‘ added by
the presence ‘of the  16cgl brass’
- band, wheo' rendered a choice  sel-1
ectipn  of . national jairs .at the|
field, "and alse through the town
both befere emi ‘after. the ga:me

A ' '-R" ALL THE | {
urAY .
The e'ame was T ar smesher all”

the way,..
the eol.d Kﬂiﬂ"‘ keen were thae OX 4

: n ?{'-ig p.r ime am:?l
q1derf£ had - ether stars"

Graces, Lalers; -Welsh lait@n and

' TEﬁhE' ) § PRESRNEE !

M

Buskin ond Ha,niey ‘battled like. IR

- glants, "With" "Ry
' Bt'a,?i'l also- Very much to the fore
| ‘the " egrly. exchﬂmgaes, . when |

YNes and |

i

{.over. the Jline for another

and. few ‘worried aﬁbeutag

| the"" Nﬁm
in " the h

Iseven : yards ewa.y ready to charge

"SEEAN OG;P’ MISSES VI’I‘ALr
 FREE -

Sea;n Og Henlev toek thig wtaf’i
free but, missed, . Pat Mulcahy |
won the rsce to 11: however and
{'with = a . powerful
Iplanted it at the feet of
| Maher, in the Kilkenny net. 'The.
gealiel had Just time to turn it
”ﬁft 3y
when &/ mad charge of Lamer'lck

LLa

forwards and Kilkenny. d fenders |

swept through the posts with such |
force that several of them finished
up in- the ditech- bellmd ‘There ]
weére ‘no nets of course, then and:
the field ‘was not eﬂeloeed

With time. running fast and Kilr.
kenny still 4  point ‘ahead, John'!
iHynes was entrusted with . this
1mpnrtent shot. “Sean Og ‘and the
jgreat- ‘bulk of the Limerick Jads
Iswarmed.  into :the Kilkenny goal!
aresi as the  Cappamore man hit
magmﬁeently to: end up  behind
Maher for ‘& glorious goal. Lime-
{rick -were ‘ahead for the first time
with only:a. few minutes play left.

‘The goal - inspired them fo- all-
iout endegvoyr: -and. it was a ram-
pant Limerick that

ute later for.:
noteh @ splendid: point, which :put
Limerick. 4. goal in the clear. The
fall: itime ‘Whistle ‘came - shortly.
afterwa,rds - amidst

ilant
gratulations from all quarters on

{their unforgettable grit and deter-
mmetmn, particularly’ in that last
reat . spell when they e’wept ai‘lf

Fbefere .fhe:m L

{meeting . of - Nore - andg.: “Shannon.’
ough and . readyv would be a.
(glamorous descriptlon,

no means. level

g_rass  were ‘everywhere.

were ‘back |
|around .the: ‘Noreside posts a min-
John Condon . to!

{

mdeqorabable 5
recelmes of enthusissm as the gal-
Limerickmen ‘received eon-

“There was |
{no encloslire, the g'reund was - bv }
- 'whilst  tufts of |

I

Brazil opened the score for Lime-.

point, and the teams rested: Kil-!

!

4

By SEAMUS C .’CEALLAIGH

crewds made thelr own qldehne
and' were. only kept in order by
a few stewards, who made plenti
ful use of ash plants to maintair
some - kind of a clear field. = The
teams stripped by the side of the
ditch in the raw. November. cold
and the members of the Kilfinane
‘Band followed their favourites uj
and down ‘the field as play pro

gressed, individual ‘musicians giv
ling an ‘occasional “bar’” as ar
jadded encouragement when  thej

rick rallied, however, -and the 'big,

{prepared for . this,

E

‘ground drive |
il FGX b § | .1

| .,_’_ ' OF FITRELD.
It W%&B 8 tmet to*"hear lﬂi Sheev -r-*
an describe the condition of the |
field. for that first great All-Treland ;

-“ eelebreted
Excite-

{No - sooner .
jwhen it was  seen. that they were

felt the needs e—f the moment de

‘ manded it,

It was a great fmal withall, and
one that left an indelible impres
sion. The Limerick supporter:
their victorv in no un
certain way, and Tipperary Towr
rang with their merrlment unti
jwell into the night. |

GREAT CELEBRATIONS

. KILFINANE -

‘Many of those who were at the
|game, even from other. parts of
the county, escorited the: players
back to Kilfingne.  There were
great celebrations in the hillside
town, tar ‘barrels blezed on the
surreundmg ‘hills and every house
in the town was. illuminated with
candles. When the "newly  crownhed
ehamplone ‘arrived they . got a
lrousing “reception and -festivities
{were continued all night.

Bill told an mterestmg sidelight
cc}ncermng this game. In 'those
dayg hurling beots were unknown
and most of the —~layers appeared
in their bare feet. For the All-
Ireland Final, the Kilfinane people
decided to proeure rubber shoes
for their ‘men. . Those same shoes
inearly proved.- thelr undmng and
the loss of the . Champienehl

‘The day . on  which ‘the' teame
met was a- dull “misty one, and,
needless to .say  the ground was
|slippery. Kilfinane. tfel't .they were
for would not

|their ' barred-seled shees prevent

them from - falling, - They were
quickly d:sﬂluemned however for
was. the plzav started

| falling 21l over the ' place. Kil-
| kenny, on- the- other hend were
hurhng cenﬁdently and .Well

SHOES DISUARDED
'Before.. the" cemmencement of

the second half, the Kilfinane
players and their supporters had
ta- hurried censultatmn and the
|spectators ‘were  soon amazed ‘to
see white shoes- flying in all direc-
tions.” Limerick finished the game
in their bare feet and put in a
greet finish to take the Crown.
It is 1ntereetmg to note that
tthe Kilfinane President at the per-

iod  was ’I‘homes P. McCarthy,
whose son, Tommy, was Lime-
[rick’s full back during another

glorious hurlmg spell for Shannon-
s:tde - |

gl

&M

T

leerack Were i:rymg te ﬁnii t‘hezr
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By SEAMUS o CEALLAIGH

NE of the great tussles of. t:he

s K:lﬁnane ‘period
“the double" ‘meeting  of Kllﬁnane
and Blackmck (Curk) “for"the
- "Munster final of the’ Croka Cup
-hurlmg campeutmn
Both games were played at Mal-
low.  On the«first occasion, the
sides finished level, four pc:mts all,

W&S

by the min-
U margm 1-7 to 1- 6 .
‘hiet Crolie Cap dinal was played
i ;;;-,?'-:Thurles on July "9, 1899, ‘and
*aantastants ‘weére again Lzme-
Wk and Klilcenny Mr, Pat Me-
"';'fath‘ “of ' Mipperary, refereed.
'Fhere ‘Wds a fine crowd pfesant

“dur “Kilfinane won.

including ™ Most . Rev. Dr. Croke y
. :&r’lap of Cashel, and Patron
pfthe GAA, fo whom the play-

;ar?s‘ wera before  the
e cLimerick - won  on this ce-
' "’an, 3810 .1-4, thus gaining-—by

pfaaantad

:’ﬁ’_‘f'il"i‘elaﬁd and Croke Cup hanours.

y dauma rara]y ao‘m vad in hurl-
lngt o ;" '
L.(JAL CLUB RIVﬁL LRY

Bl:l’ Sheahan oftan spoke of the
g@w¢ =foothsil  rivalry between
"‘-";,_f*‘f;'ﬁrlbeyfeala aL d Ghin- and sSuCees-~
Mﬁ-’ﬁ meetmgq of the pair - always

;_;;;-nght from him refeorence ty the
;-:_-_‘-'-::-mac, ‘greal smaa.,.r*gg betwesn
gm for_ ‘lht M:B “uaraplioaship

f the
9 Tha ﬁnst cla.sh waa st Athea,
;:wé'ere the " sides finished level—a

; ] he

Q end, the scores 'weore level at
one point ‘each, when Glin scored
ﬁwmmor “which their opponents

dxs%mted and left -the field in pro-

The County Board subseq-

ant..y upheld the Abt)eyfeaje view-

_'15011111‘ and ordered a re-play.
This took place at Ardagn, whera
Glln proved successful,

THE TEAMS

’I‘he teams in that marathon de- |

**”icider wera

Glm--—-P McCoy (capt: ain), M.,

ﬁ':ﬂfShﬂhghne?ssy . U"ﬁhauwmzesay
R ’ﬂ:%g“erald M. I:tltzgprald P
_Mre ‘M., Fuery, Dote, M.

Dore; P. Lvnc'h L. O’Donaell J.
Wrenn; 8. McGee 2, McNama1a -
E“" Mo_rlarty, J. Dore, M. Lyneh.
SRSV ¥ L) yfﬂale -3, anill (uapt&in)
Jo ConHors o M Frendavville, J.
; _::_-;g:.&y B Lynna T, Browne. J.
. famhs, M Bn Ir"w M. Colias, J

MeCarthy, P. McCarthy, P. Hlston
- J.oHartnelt, J. O'Dornell, P. Mol-
oney, SO 'Danaher, W.. Flynn |
‘Bill- S_heahan was saler«ted on the
‘L;merlpk hurling team +to
erry in the cavening round of the
.;A11~1.- eland ¢ hampiouships, - fixed
for Tralee on Octonsr 13, 1901. He
had as colleagues on the occasion
‘three members of the vietorious
1897 team-—hJ Reidy and J. Catth-
rell, of” Ballingarry, and J. Flood,
of Caherllne Also on
‘was ‘4
- 'wearing - the "Li
the first time.
- - TERRIFIC TUSSLE

 LimerieK won the hurling by the |
al .

narrowe st of” margins, after
terrific tuSaIe, arid Kerry wan ‘the
football: 2:5 to 0-1.
- The
| at ‘interest:
Hurhng-—-J Reudy, J. Catthrell,
C. " Keating (Ballingarry); Bill
-Sheal'ian Paddy Flaherty, P. Ken-
nedy (Rathkeale) P. O'Deos,
Kelly, W. Brennan (Shamrocks)
J. Mackey, ...D Dillane, J. Carrall
T, Griffin, M. Gallrgan {Sally--
raount), M O’Shaughaessy
gret), T Buckle; tTemplaglan-—'
tine), J. Flood, J. Ryan (Caler-
line), M. Bourke (Farrybmdge) J.
lellgan (Elton). -
Fmﬁball—-—nA lelman

- C Flt?-»
| gaardld,

| Riordaxw, J. Murphy, L.
| 'Shee an, Jamas Rlnrdan (Commer-
‘cials), M. Moloney, J. Moloney, D,
_- _Q,Qa;-rthy, J. McCarthy, W. FI} nn,
. P, Lyons. (Abbeyfeale), R. Qumn
-J’ P Mulonay, 4. Malonev J.
OMahony (Oola), D. C’s LI]]IV&LI ,

.Murphy (Shamrocks).

i

T

after a most excmng contest. The
replay WAS- equally . brilliant, with,
the' “"S;ldas in close company ‘all the.

s & ggcond gatherll’ig WaS at
| .Naw ownsands, Co. Kerry. Nearing'

Shannanmdﬂ tea*ns W]II be'

A .

(Mun- |

the|

ﬁ}ﬁ 'piaca—--after a most exc:ttmg'_

- Abbeyfeale

play |

: the 31de |
ler’” Macaay, who, too, was{
Lamearick Jcraey for |

1 very

1 In

‘came out on top, 2-4 to 0-3.

- down

HOME AND HOME MATCHE&
Rathaeale hurlers were active
during the closing years of the
century. Home and homz masaiches
were very much in vogue dQuring

this period and we find tine Rath-|
‘keale lads crossing camans with|

the famous Bruif, Caheriine, Bal-
lmf._,arry' and @ Kiifinane Clutbs, |
emerging from the mdd neaxly in
all cases victorisus.

The year that Ki(faane Wan *he
Ali-Ireland, rRaithkeale played
them at Ba]lyaaran in the County
samz-—ﬁn al
bv a aohtary score., The team oun
the occasion was cap'-‘*amad by Jim
Kelly.

- Shortly afterwards the tide of]

.'em1grat10n begdn to take .a: heavy |

toll in the oarea snd savaral of
Rathkeale stalwarty ornssed *];e
Atlantic and aade their home

the land of the Sters and Stripes
—greatly weakaning
Hc&we-ver, in the y=ar  1%99,
dying ocmbers were ) ce
fanned by Bill ‘:‘shaahanawho in a
short time  plseced the
leam in ‘its original standing.

this work he was ably assisled

‘the

by other greasl workers in Mick
Madigan, Ned Ken*wdv, CGeraid
Scully, Paddr s Eddie IMlaherty.
THE 1960 S}LNIOR HURILING
COUNTY FINAL
Rathkeale reached the Ccunty
final of 1900 in senior ‘hurling,

and which. was played at the Mar- |

kets F:ald on Decambar 8,  1901.
who bcasfed a
at the permd 50 1t was a big
prise when ‘the Rathkeale

shir-

the occasion, Qoja’
in the  fooiball final.
Soth results were cr‘pufe,d
much to the general surprise the
County Board, at a meeting ten

days later ardarad both games to

same

‘be re-played

More of the Rathkeale playera'
had left. by the time this took
place, and they were’ beaten. |

The . club "faced a lean
after this,
the openmg round of the follow-
ing year's
Kilfinny, 1-4 to 0-4, at Ballmgarry,
1after 8 Vvery hard frought enconn-
er .

THE OL ABRAHAM TEAM
With that game

spell

the
fame of which has been handed

in. verse, stlll popular
Rathkeale: |

iI‘heres none of you but miust |

have heard
'Of the boys of the Abraham
team .
It’s been often told in story,
It’'s been sung in poet’s theme |
They have played all Erin over

By her mountain, dale and|

stream,

They've won honour, fame and
glory

-Did thasa lads of the Abraham |

team.

When champmnahlps each vear
came round
Their title they’d defend

You'd hear them cry—yes we
will go
. We'll meet them—foe or friend.
- They’d -never  whine like
- cowards |

Nor keep up row or spleen,
They’d strike with mlght for
| Rathkeale’s right

Would those lads of the Abra-|

.

ham team.

Thelr follow*ers were many
1 around  the cauntrys side,
hey were grey: halred men and'

_‘ women
| .They wete blushmg youths and
- brides; -
.Fvary Tad .a-nd Iasa admlre-d
v them, :
From, Adare to Ballysteen, |
Whan ere they’d pass with
“gallant dash, |
Those sons of the Abraham
- team. .

ard were only beaten-

more |

and they went out in |

championship before

: passed the bulk
of the old Abraham team,

in-

ny o

their team_ |

old |

lads |
On |,
baat.;

and |

Thelr backera were more ataunch
and true
Than stood on Vmegar Hill,
s They were Tom Markham —
Labours’ Chief
And Dawson—Wilton’s King.
From Reens the Geary’s would
come in,
- ‘They’d loud and madly scream.
- Hold tight—ye’'er going to win
" the day,
| Bold Iad*s of the Abraham team

Our Cap;taln was Blll Sheahaﬂ
The bravest of the brave;
Who'd fight our r1ght Wlth lion
- . might,
- And never be d1amayed -
He’d glve his orders out alﬁud
And - the - lme ~would madly
 scream,
Three cheers
he'll.-win,

frd'r B111——~t10 day

taam

Ned Kannedy’ was our Iarwald

And ., poor .old . Sculiy, 1oo,

Who'd aplaan —at ~ balls
tig htmng

The net to put them through

Backad up Ay

From wings both left and right,

" With his bd_yc;' :01‘ the f?sLb:i:'ahamE

E

Ilke :

Quin and Griffin’

Who'd stand like stalwarts un-

assailed .
- No mattar by w*hatt mlght .

- In the centre was Jack erby
And big Mick Keatmg fine,

i Mick M&dlgan &nd Paddy Gib-
Their opponents were csr;w.ll:i,rm:ntumt I | |
vary strong- t(‘am

burns
Beside them 011 aach lme

- When we would get a loose Dball,

Like deers we'd' run 'you bet,
We'd nose it up-—draw left or
| right

To- lgnd it towards the net.

.J"*

- Bill Costelloa and 3111 Hanrahan
helped -

- "To, charge when we were pressed,’

Assmted by Joe Connors -

" Who' now plays with the’ blest'

- Al their back was Pat and Eddie

Like a steel or concrete wall;

In our goals Was poor Jack
Murray

Who could stap a cannon’s _ba]l

We used have Nolley - Casey
Who would play ‘whera ere he
- liked, =
Dick Naughton and Jun Con-
nors
Who , came in famed
| Raeas Pike; .
Big , Jim Murray Wlth Tom
Danoghﬂe | |
th} ﬁxﬂould ﬂatter all they’d
a
“And- last but . nat the least of
us,
Our r1ght wmg back—mDox Wall

But Scully, G;dburns
- Jack—all are dead,
| Yet thelr memory 1s stlll Wlth

.fr-am

.Connﬂrs,

Though uﬁ thelr SO].I]S have ﬂed 1

In heaven above we hear them,
Though it be a transient dream,
_Prayu}t% for all Gaels they played
Wi | |
In that good aId Abraham team.

,What’s left of us arfe old and
grey,

- Our arms no 1011

God gives us al
day,

The longestl is’ not Iong .

But we "have 1ads atound us,

Qur honours who esteem,

er strong, |

~ To score. the _goals that | naw

weld . miss

".@Id Gaels  of the Abraham

team

ar <

a shortaned '




__ Limerick Divisional Board of the
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. tary:went to ano
worker, in -C, C.-
s beyfeale. o -

il
Lt
N

"o

ar

BRI

’
L}
£

. MeCédrthy, D. Shanahan, P. Hough,

. Danaher, J. Hdnnessy, B. King.
tain), E. Reidy, J. Cahill, J. Burke,

- where another great .crowd were

‘the occasion of his ‘first important

L

~'Bill had the “Abrahams” back in

.

~ pions.

8% it

?ﬁrkemunasbea
_Ireland champions, 3-4 to 3 points.

Roche . (Cregan

% much interest ‘around this

- top

. :the narrowest. of ‘margins,

‘1904, and in_their:first match, for

‘Larry Roche was' the man Te-
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Seavrbg it in triumph from Croke

:4004, the venture paid off when five

' . Van e
e i —

By SEA

I)ILL Sheahan was!the last sur:
1) vivinlg member .of the group of
Gaeéls - that ‘assemibled in. the aut-

umn’ of 1902 ang ‘formed-the West

CGAA. - The Chairman elected on

that occasion was’ Williain Hough,
-of:Monagea, father of ‘the Limerick
“All-Ireland hurling: captain of 1918,
who is still doing- trojan work for
the ,GuA.A. as Treasurer of ihe |
Mmfster Council. ;. John Collins of
West --was appointed.
and the.post of Secre-
another, great Gaelic
O'Rourke, of Ab-

Treasurer,

TR at ‘period |
“was. the meeting :of Monagea. and.
Ballingarry in.the final of the New-
he former won, 5-4 to 3-2, after a
notch  struggle. ' A

. w0
- a8
oyt

hurlin

Vot
L

—

. The teams on that:occasion will

be recalled with interest:

“Monagea—D. Begley (captain),
.- Sheehan, J. Hogan, W. King, M.
Danaher, B, ' C. ‘Danaher, "Moses

S

M. King, M. Shanahan,:

P. Hogan,
J.

D. Greene, P. O'Connell, B.
‘Ballingarry — C. J. Keeffe (cap-

‘D Noonan, -P. Noonan, B. Fitzgib-
‘pon, 'J, Conway, J. GCathrell, -
Hourigan, . M. = Hourigan, ' J.
‘O’Keeffe, W, Clifford, P. Keating,
‘H.. McDonnell, J, G'Grady, €C.|
Q’Connor. T B
"~ The same pair met again a few
weeks ‘later at Newcastle West,
treated to & -tense and exciting
-game,. which Ballingarry .wgﬁ _- lr%:sr'
e O
2:8,:thus reversing! the verdict of-
the previous meeting. -~ |
. ~'The -early years of the century
‘were idle ones as far as the games
of;;; the 'Gael were concerned in
Rathkeale parish, but that did not
smean  that Bill Sheahan was inac-
‘tive, Far from it! R
By this time he had been elected

a,. member of the then local District |

Council, and in the late autumn of
1903 ‘he opened. what proved a very
sucdcessful career as g referee. On

engagement he  demonsirated his
versatility by handling the Senior
Hurling Championship game in
‘which Monagea; beat Croom by “an
excursion,” 5-18 to 1-0; and then
turned- around to take charge in
‘football between Pallaskenry and

‘Feenagh—a match that -hall to be |
S
angd he lodged-an ‘appeal wi
Munster . Council,
meeting held,
Hotel, Limeric

‘abandoned a few minutes before |
full time because of failing light.

e hurling lists by the spring of

the County Senior Furling Champ-
ionship, - the reconstructed -side
beat Patrickswell, 2-6 to 0-5,

‘sponsible. for " one of the most
.courggeous ventures ever under-|
takén by any county.. Tt-was’ the
visit of a team: of Limerick hurlers
and athletes to London during the

the All-Ireland ;senior hurling title
.at/the time—the only -cccasion the
erown crossed the seas, and Larry

‘challenged the All-Ireland cham-

o CHALLENGE ACCEPTED.

- -'The challenge was acceptled, and
the :Timerick party arrived in the
“English ‘metropolis on’ Whit Sun-
~day morning and remained: there
‘until .the following Tues day  night.
cess, the Limerick party being lav-
ishly. entertained by Mr. Liam. Mec-
‘Clarthy, - President .of the ILondon

‘the_members of the Irish Natiohal
| 3 Of* :" lpt§£e3$ " thﬁtr%h‘ewcupew
Y ' - 1 ;:11."5 i ™ I‘:I " Vol g o

i
,»_'i' " ﬁ; o 1{;’ :
Tty . f@l ! e-:" ‘-\.A
g N ”!
] M i -_-_

Trefand.|

Sy
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Parlc after defeating Dublin in the
Alldreland Final. . .

Monday,

were at Elm
Bridge, to see.
beat the All-

‘thousand spectators
simerick (lads

he. Limerick team:' Tim Lloyd

t3in), 'W. Ryam,, M, Creamer
érline):' J. ‘Herbert, M, Mc-
sthy. (Castleconnell): M. Dana-
¢ (Murroe), M. Quinlan. (Bruff),

“heahan (Rathkeale), P. -J.
O, "D. Coll (Bruree); |
E. Gibbons

jand  given a
They

entertained to dinner,
Larry Roche presided. i |
ance ,were Ald., Michael - Joyce,
M.P., ang Ald. John Daly, and an
address of 'welcome was presented.

ltegm on this occasion wagi—.

P. Creamer (Caherline),

Mackey, |
connail), M.

Paddy Flaherty ' (Rathkeale):
Butler

hag a very p
delegates
had i
they \ |
year's working—an unusual -occur-
ence at the period. - "~ - -

their positions. = L.ar
'the chair by 39 votes to 30
“Spencer
and P. J.
retaryship,
being 3
14 for. |
was the only u
and he got the
out a fight, =

new ohne. The. Central Couiei
imeeting in Killarney on May
confirmned” this ruling. -
-~ The new County Conv

assembled ‘at

‘Whit of 1904, |
_“Thg, London-Inish were holders of |

lthe question. . "+ o -
-~ Affer. g -heated debate a compro-

The visit was an outstanding suc- |

|Side his local ol
-m r._ ﬂtm 1%

a- (Cregane) ;'T. Flynn (goal), |
- 2O'Brien (Kilfinane). |
addition,

P

|

sho:competed at the sports which
it i —

1

%

MUS OCEALLAIGH

followed included  O. D. Ceoll, J.
O’Regan (Martinstown) and.- J. J.
Leahy. The successes they secured
were: - 880 - yards flat, won. by
O'Regan; Telay race, ‘won by O. D.
Coll, J. O'Regan, P. J. and J. J.
Leahy. running high jump, won by
P. J. Ledhy at 6 ft. 1% ins,, with his
brother: Joe second, _Jim Herbert
was second in the -hurling iong
Suck. H & e TYEe

|
t
The %

London lads returned the

visit on September 24th of ~ that
year, They were met at. the Rail-
way Terminus by thousands of

nied by two bands,
rousing reception.
then  escorted :to
“where they were
i at  which
In - attena-

citizens accompa

ey  were
G-e&I‘Y’ S Hotel,

SHANNONSIDE TEAM. .
The followimg day, they crassed

|camans with Limerick: at.the Mar-
| kets Field, and lost to the home

side, 4-11 to 2-6, The- Shannonsid

e
Tim Lloyd (captain), "W, Ryan,
soal (Kilfinane); M. < Feely
(Croom), M. Whelan * (Bruff), J.
M. ~ McCarthy = (Castle-
_ f Shinners (Kilteely),
Tommy ‘Q'Brien, Jim Flanagan
(Young Ireland), M, ‘Danaher, M.
Horan (Murroe): Bill 'Shea;h'.arjl;,

- (Cappamore), T. Sheehan
(Monegae). - R

The © annual Tdmerick = County

Convention helg at the Town. Hall

on Wednesday, March 30th, 1904,

was one of ‘the lveliest Bill atten-
ded, and the contests
cial - positions
keen. The pat ,
Abbeyfeale — the famous TFather
Casey-—was in the chair. -~

for the offi-
were. -particularty
riot parish priest of

" The Secretary, Mr, P. J.:.Hayes,
leasant story for ithe

for the number: of ‘clubs
ncreased from 36 to 50, and
had a credit balance on the

TO FIGHT FOR THEIR
he officials hag to fight for
 Larry Roche got-
for |.
» Tiyons of Croom  Castle
‘Hayes held on:-to the Sec-
the voting -in this casc
7 'to 32 for Mr. Lundon, and
Mr. Guinane. Jack Murphy
nopposed. candidate
Tyreagurership with-

- HAD
All t

Liyons- expressed 4is-
eedings,’
th the

which,: at .a
the - Commercial,
Kk, ruled the Limerick:
liegal, and -ordered &
22nd, |

atisfaction with the proc

Convention 1

ention. or-.
the Munster:  Council
the Town: Hall on
June 15th.  Very Rev. W. ~Ccasey,
P.P., Abbeyfeale, again presided, -
- charged

dered by

Thé atmosphere  was

l'with electricity: and it was' evident

that the fight for. the chair was
again to be the big event, with the
clubs almost’ .evenly divi ded on

mise was  arrived at, ‘when LaITy
Roche and "“Spencer” Lyouns, the
rival candidates, agreed -to - with~.
drasw if Pather Casey’ accepted the
chairmanship. The” Abbeyfesle pas-

tor eventually agreed sngd the crux

was resolved. . i T
P J. Hayess® geta,inedfzfth-e__, Secre-
taryship, by bl votes :to:34; cast for
Tommy, Lundon,.and Bill:Sheahan
got. his first sofficial. position,: out-
' ub, . when “h

L was

- .
o .
h v

ATl |
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his unt:tmeh; ‘death, towerds ‘the
end or 1904, caused such A sheek
'm Gaelid. ClI‘CIQb |

very capable )
most efficient ‘referee, his magnifi-

cent figure was certain of admira-

tion even’ amidst the flower of
Seu;thern manhc:ed

Gaelic ﬁe,lds sand  his-

with whose . progress . hl“
. mterests Were bound up..
sard that the: hzstery
connection - with"  G.AA:

early davs of the Association

actual” exiefferxce owed not “as little
to his exerticns 'and’ popularity.

A few years. before his dee,th he |.

was primarily resporsible for its
revival, ﬂeliewmg the bad - break

~caused by the “Parnell Split,” and

as Chairman of the Co. Board he
hag been aseemated with all the
vicissitudesof the movement, and
desplte temporerv c¢rises and pass-
ing controversies, hag always the
'reSpect and support of the major-
ity ‘of the Limerick Gaels. |
- SURVIVAL OF A PAST AGE.

He ‘was g ‘'survival of a past age

- when a unjversal desire to partici-
pate ‘and- enceur&ge ‘sport) prevalled _

ahaongst our “people, and  his in-
ﬂuenee ‘and encouragement
ever “exerted toxnaintain. the re-
creations - end pashmes of -

Gael intacti: Seela,llv and publicly |

‘he was hmhly esteemeci and  his |
kmdlv dlSpOSltlon and |’V
sadly |
- missed when' . death claimed him |

generous,
remarkablei: IBhV;alun} were

ere even the ‘prlrne of manhood was
reached; leaving a voiq that was
not filled for many a day.. -~

The C'euﬂtv‘ Board. subsequently'

' marked their appreczetlen of - his

services to:the: games by: erectmg'

a. memorial to - h1s memory.
- FAMOUS SENE':I‘.GII{-'I FG}OTBALL
‘Bill Sheshan 'Wa,s appointed to

fill ‘the ra,caney as leerrek repre- .
- sentative -on  the- ‘Munster Council,

caused bv the deeth of “Spencer”
Liyons: -

RBill Sheehan refereéd a famous
senior football me,tcn in the mid-
summer ef 1905, in which Abbey-
feale beat Castlemehen 0-7 to O- 3

the' West leerlek deelder

'B111 ‘showed .me ‘the list of the

- Abbeyfeale playels he - got on the |
‘occasion. 'Ehey were J. Horgn, |
Cc.t.pt P Cerbert (geal) T Hor-
gan, P. Maloney, "W, Horan,  J.

_C’eﬂms P. Collins, J. J. Colling, T. |

Brown, D. Doody- P, Connell, D.
-McC‘arihv, ., Cahill, R. aner;,y,
W. O’Connor, P Enright, J. Lyons.

Bill ﬁgm ed o different.
'czﬂy ‘the iollowrng Sunday at the

EMarkets H'ield, where he played
for Rathkeale  against Ballingarry.|-
in the Weat Fimerick Sénior-Hurl-

ing final, "which the lads from ‘the
| “Gerden Town” won with ‘surpris-

‘ing’ ease, 4-3 to 0-7. Ballingarry|

- were” later beaten by Cappemere-.

to 15, in the county final’
BEECAME COUNTY B@ARD
| Bf'.:lll'. - TREASURER.

Bil}

37,

Treasurer

~His imposing

presence was & famlhar one on

work -was.’

evVEer on behalf of the native games,. hurhng, the result was 4 draw -at

keenest | 2-9 each. The referee was Charlie

Bill often | Holland, who was to play stich an

of “Spencer Che 1mportant role in- ‘Limerick Gaelic |
~gffdirs:
waould almost ‘be the story of the | did not take place until August |

in
Limerick,- and: more’ tha,n oneg its

Were

the ‘|

t:&p &* :

(CONTINUED)
' By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH.

ILL She&lzen often Sp oke of the

y part: )ems (“Speneer”) Liyons

- Croom ' Cgstle played in the.
aﬁmrs of. the G.A. A,,.e,nd of how"

of the County Board at the annual |
county eenventmn held " at’ the
Town I—Iall Limerick, on October |
11th, 1905, and at whxch Very Rev.

1W. Cesey,
|sided. He defeated Albie Quillinan

Known: threughout Treland as a (who afterwards held ‘the
“administrator ‘and

f
1

| never i

theight,

P.P.,. Abbeyfeale, .pre-'

position !
¢f Treasurer of the Muneter Coun-

by 16 .votes to 6.

a.-‘terrific. game -at the Markets
Kield on May 13th, 1906, and after
some great bouts of teugh hard

affairs in after years. The re-play

19th, when Rathkeale won, 1-10 to
1-5, - Bill often said that this was

1€ lone ‘of the hardest D‘emes he

- .-_played ‘in. |
v MIGH&EL iCUSACK -
Mwhael Cusack, the founder of

the G.A.A., died durlng 19806, and
‘Bill often spoke of 'the “school—
meaoter from- Clare,” and of

who was a host
himself ‘and . a eemmandmg pre—
sence in any company.-

Photographs of the found_er :
lgive many- the 1mpressmn that
Cusack lived to 'be a ‘very oid|

for he died at t_he comparatwe]y
eerly age of 53.

With his passing not enly d1ed
the founder, but’ the living em-
bodiment  of the GAA. Seldom
have an 1nst1tut10n and” the man
who' conceived it " ‘beeh '
utely the reflection of ‘each. other.
~ Through = many. vicissitudes,
Cusack saw
‘attached — from’ w;tthm and “with-
out. I—Ie exulted in’ the first and
wavered:' in the
phases of 'its existence.

GREAT OONTRAST - |

. Between the man of storms con-

frented with . opponents - or rene-

| frades and the men of joyous hap-
1 piness When expanding in the com-

‘panionship of eongemal frlends the
contrast was great,

Cusack always “‘stressed the fact
that it was not merely as an ath-

| letic org‘amsatlon he :I':’eunded the

G.AA. His: ambltmn was far more
patriotic. ' To foung an e.thletm
asseclatlen to foster nsative games
and imbued with the hrghest

tideals of netlenahsm was - Cusack’s.
the seed e.,nd:_

desire. © He dowed”
llved td enjoy the harvest.
‘He determined on dle—aseeme,tm

the  “English”  garrison-—a - factor
which appealed to the imagination
of the young men of his day, be-
cause gthleticism’ and. pa‘rrzetlsm
were inseparably aseeuated in - the
seheme Cusack put heforg 'the his-
tofie " "gathering :
Nevember day of 1884,
A ST‘RHH_NG FIGURF .
M1ehae1 C‘usack was a2  striking
figiire 'of _a men—dwstwe‘umhed
looking} in any company. Of' medmm
hig ' features” were hand-
some, framm
ing ‘and serious looking. His hair

T iwas jet blaek; so also was the flow-

teppme'

ding, well tr1mmed beard,
iwell . proportioned sheulders

Car-

I‘led - with majesme grace as he

Sheahen became

cil for ‘many seasons) for tkle pesy

Ballyegren and- Ra’chkeale played,

few " occasions When he met thap
great figure,

man; but that <was not the case;|

SO absel-, |

‘it grow and saw it

SeCOIld |
_zwerdly goods
‘the left a. rich. herltege—an organ-

Irish peshmes from the games ef'

at’ 'I‘hurles the t "

dark eyes penetreb— |

walked in the self-rehant even
’cembd.twe manner of one well ‘des-
tmed to lead a ‘great organisation.

The effect was heightened by the

large. blackthorn he mve,rle,eiv
carrled and . 1nten51ﬁed by, the
‘broag brimmed soft hat, long,

black coat and knee breecheb He
:elweye wore.. -

BEGAN LEFE AS NT

| Born at Carron, Co, Clare, he
began life as a national teaeher in
!the West of Ireland. In succession,
he held appomtments as tutor in

ithe fe.mlivpf Lorg Gough, Enghsh |

and.  mathematical mester in St
Oolmans College, Newry,. Pro-
|fessor in Blackrock and Clongowes
Woogd Colleges, before opening his
well known - “grinding”’ establish- |
ment e,t 4 Gardiners Place, Dublin. |

His income from the last men-
tmned quickly neunted to four |
figures anhd when he founded the
G.A.A. he Was earning  £1,500  a !
vearmelmeet . king’s 1ansom in
those days. . ..

He was too I{eenly interested in
national affairs to spend his whole
time teaching. The unselfish ‘work
of the LR.B. he ‘deeply ‘admired

..and hrs eymeethler were Wlth rhe.

_ment

HI% ANTID@TE T ALIEN
INFEUENCES -

He was sensible’ eneugh how-
ever, to see that the Ireland of
that day was not ripe for rebelhen
tand his antidote to  the. alien m-

| fiuences which were ‘Weaning the

younhg men from the cause of ‘Irish
mde“pemdence was “the estebheh-
ment of a4’ natrenel athletlc essec-—_)
1a,t1er1 -

A trenehant Wrzter end e. read !
_and Auent speaker, he used theee;
gualities: to the full' in ‘the great
-WOIIL of hig lifet 1rr1e—>‘the feunda-t
.‘thI’l of the GiAA"

- He died 2 poor man, as far as
are.. cencerned hut

isatien of. immenge value to T‘re—
land and with- which his- ‘name
-shall be forever 1mper1ahably as-'
soelated o S | .

fw__-'r’ /C
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| 1) toughest football games fought
Gouldbourne Bridge for the final
|ship of 1906. o
It was a terrific struggle 4ll

“fwas hard as iron on a eold, frosty
‘evening in February, 1967. The
[teams were level nearly all the
1hour and Abbeyfeale scored the
odd peint that gave them victory,
| almost with the last Kick of the
game, to win 04 to 0-3 for their
|opponents, Templeglantine.

i Bill was able to give me the

Jgéttable decider. They were ==

| Abbeyfeale—D McCarthy (Cap-
{tain), P. Maloney, P. Q’Connel, R.
Buckiéy, D. Doody, J. Horgan, W
{Horan, J. Downey, ‘D. Hartnett, J.

Collins, W. O’Contior, P. Enright;
IP. Woulfe, D. Sweeney
Templeglantine—3M - King (Cap-

| John Donoghue, W. Duihwollh,
- IDeée, Mick .Dee, Maurice Dee, P,

~ iMoloney, D.. Sullivan, M, Woulfe,
" |D._ Dore, T. Horan, M. Lacey:

Ahen the Grels gathered for the

't -|annual County Convention a few

of . the trouble experienced somé

years before, and this actually re-

 lsulted in another “split” between
the elubs of the county, . :

~ |was reached at -the Convention

Inominated to Oppose the outgoin

in the West. wag that played at;

of the Divisional Senior Champion-

IRathkeals, Vice:Chairt
[Hayes, Secretary;

teams that played. in that unfor- )

| Bartnett, P.. Colbert, P. Collins, J. jle
Restau,

{tain), M. Kelly, Jimmie Donoghue,

‘Fynhn, D. Riordan, .J. Moloney, W.

en the election of Chgirman | (St Patrick's).

|Charlie Holland -of the . city was;
 |official, Willie® Naughton of Bruf ag‘reea ‘on- callin

- |On a vete, following a heated dis-
|eussion, the latter woti HAFrowWly=

{dict wug reversed,
| Hollang got the post on & vote of |

4

:th-rotig'h,' fought on a pitch that {4

gates to the Munster C b £ ar
- A PROTEST, . teams were neck and neck:in as

[alleged  irrég

M

[Coll (Bfuree),
|line), . Joseph ¢
connelly, W, H&'-W%r (Croom), J. J. [RdthkKeale recovery and succeeded

|3, O'Neili - (Hospital),

ta

.
tu

[ 8

" lAthea and Eiton. | ortant ' games, ;_ ,

.

.

T
'

1
1

{Treasurers;
| gary C
 Centrat Council; W. Naughton and |50 ard, in . addition,
13 D. O'Neill, representatives enl!” .

3

and. € |
to a_subsequent

feale), M. Whelan (Brufl) ,O. . , ,
J. D. O’'Neill (Caher-.[two goals in the lead, fell back in
Herbert (Castle- ldefence to meet a fast mounting

TYILL often '$aid that one of the 19 :'-voﬁ"e‘“-s. to 18, .

& Fevote was demended, on the || BIG AMBITION REALISED.

21 to 3.

Bill | Sheahan was.

Treasuirer, aind the of

(N
- .

elected wete: M

After tie elections

Ipleted ‘a protést was made about } |

L wlaritiés in the con- [Markets=-scene of some memorable
[duct ‘of saime, mnd when the Con- lstruggles. o
W. |vention ~refused to entértain this | Nine “minutes from timé the
o considerible section of delégales isides: were level: <Caherline, 1-5;
left, @nd procéeeded to Finn's Rathkeale, 2-2; when a Western
[Restaurant, William Street, where [defender made an- unfortunate mis-
[they held a meeting, presided over |take, as the resull of which Caher-
’t’%%’f the: outlgoing County Chairman, lline got through for a simple goal.
Wilie Naughton.  C. €, O'Routke The puck out fell short and the

Clancy snd M. Cli

......

(Rl

|oxie, and it deécided not te rec _ . , -
the [Board. elected that day. It |compensation whey they wom out:

Pt o g e o

a

County Board, -~ .. | S \
o CPWENTYCLUBS . 0 .crowned matters. a little later by
Y REPRESENTED, | |winning their own Tournament, o
'This Convention duly @ssembled |which all the leading teams of the
at the Town Hall and twenty clubs West were participants. |

Teournafulla, Croom,

pital, .Castleconnell,

ling were: €, C. O'Rourke, Chair-

maf; J. McSweeney,
man; M., Ryan and P,

ary: C. €. O'Rourle,

'the Muhster Council. _
The Munster Counecil st'ﬁ'p"fﬁd in

when the rival represen

| elaimed their séats on that body _

land they deeided that in order to |
‘Iregularise imatters another County AT //

Convention should be ¢

third in three months-~forming a

| rether unigue situation.

grounds thap Somie members had They realised a big ambition at
temporatily Jeft. the ¥ooms, and this ||Ballyagran on August 4th, 1907,
was agreed to, This time the ver-|[when -they again qualified for the
and - Charlie |[County Seniof Hurlitig Flﬁ'?gl}_ 155"_1,;1:1‘*_;

o | Wolfe Tones, 37 to 2¢4.
-ré-eleeted | In the Cournty décider, played at
het officers -{the Markets- Field on_ September

dadigasn, also of [22nd, they met &ld rivalg in Caher-

FeH ¥. |line. then enjoying a great period

LAYy es, . Paddy Leahy, |of hurling supremacy.. Captained
lthe wellsktiown athlete, representa- |by Tilm Lioyd, they hit top form
e .60 the Central Gouncil, st
A Colling ang P. O'Reilly, dele- [sponded Tragnificently, - and for
funster Council,,  |three-quarters of the  hour ‘the

1cil, aind |agaifist the Abrahaiis; Who re-

Wwere com~ |thrilling -a’ huflirig tussle as was
ever fought inr the Field of the

FOE

tof Abbeyfeale acted .ag Secretary [Caherline full forward had a pot

¢ others, present, according tshot for the net, to éomplete the

, - SUDES ent press revort, were: imost sensational minute. in Lime-
|W. Horen and J. Downey (Abbey-:rick ¢hampionship -hurling for a:
Bruff) ,0. D. |[long time. The Eastern lads, HOW

— - " £

#d (Fedamore), |in hélding. the lines intact in a-
€ - W,. O'Grady [hectie ending. Caherline won, 2-
nallocky, M, Kelly (Kilfinane), ito- 2-2, a disastrous esult for the
T. ‘Shanahan - (Monsgea), -Michael |Rathkedle men, who did ‘ot . de~ .
Ryan- (Pallas)  and P, Markham jserve to be beaten ‘in that mpanner

after the great display they gave.

Thig meeting was a prolonged - COMPENSATION..

to recognise | Théy, however, gained some little

- * ew Conven- |in the Ballingarry Tournament, de-
Iion for April Bth to .form a new |feating some fine teams in the

N T

course of the competition, and

-Bill Sheahan played a promiﬁeﬁt?

fwere represented.. They were:.— __
‘Young Irelands, Kilfin

‘Tine, Cappamore, Bruff, € aatlit ShT ,
ine, Capp Ardagh, Pal- |best. be:appreciated when one rea-:

|las, St. Patrick’s, Dromcollogher, lises that, in addition te his weork.

ane, Caber- |part in "all these games and his
Abbeyfeale, active Gaelic life at the time can.

Brarse Kiimallock, Fedamore, Hos- (s Treasurer of the County Board,
- BTULEE, - Balingarry, |he reféreed some of the most im-

|portant ‘games,. being engaged at

that he was. not in action as a
Vica-Chair- | player, And on more than a few
I. Hartaett, |occasions he acted the dual role of

W./ Naughton, -Secre- |player. angd 'referee in .consecutive
lyre: AS;s;gistaén.t Secre~ |games, after taking charge of the

DPealegate . to fixtures on behalf- of the County

ntatives

called—the .

1 nis duly assembled and proved

- lsuceessful, for.

the differences were

. Isatisfactorily- bridged, and the fol-

{lowing . . exegutive appointed to
e  the tWwg. fival ones:—
{ Riordan, - Vice-Chairman; _ Bill
Sheahan, Treasuter: P.-J. ‘Hayes,

ans  Jim

| Secretary, - with Paddy Leahy oh

. |the . Centrat Council,
T Colling. and- L. Roche the Munster

" | delegates. -

'} The

- tthey  hed 1

me—l

and  J. F.

 'MANY SUCCESSES.
" The Rathkeale Abrahanis senior
{hurling testn - were going . particu-

jarly sttong around this period, and

ny successes to their

" leredit. - Their stoutést oppovents at-

-

Ithe

1 John gaﬁgr%nﬂfhﬁ
1 Ratiskeale had, a hotable Victory
L4y 1906, .when they Beat. lie plck:
I5f “Rerry  for a silver cup .&f.
YFeales. This game was in aid O3
|ana_the organisers included, Austin
Iqtaclk, Dick Fitzgerala ah -
Jﬁ'ﬁ Mort, Who was Secretary of _;_cheii
iRerty County Board. o
|*The Rathkeale 1&33 weré Very
tooptlar everywhere they wel .
D e Kkept busy Sunday aftér Sun-.
|34y  partieipating in tournament
|games during the long Summer
 |Elonths. It was a proud boast of
 |the feam that they won the great-
‘ést selection  of prizes, - notably

TR |

'—them'- ;xl Skl 2y -
AL ECRr L PR i
i B = - YT

H i I A H 1Y Sk B
K y i ..r- :;;'.J'."";-i"“:" ." |.-. _-i. -':_ iy N '&*
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"
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. Catholie chutch-

Board.

. {medals, watches and

lany team in the West

Heyday.

tire
ol R Y WO g
it ¥ ATt o0 £ A

; yrpastoy

ir ca

. jime  were Ballyagran aud
they ‘met in major contests eight
‘times . between 1004 0.

. and _1910.

‘Ballysgran played some of ‘Lime=
| athletes.

on _
ae

ot the

*-

My :. l':u " ":;;;. I‘°:r :

e preat,
aptain,. -

in Listowél, |

and Michael

t and

jerseys, of
during their
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SPORTSMEN

REAT LIMERICK

OWARDS the end

other, -Limerick Diocese lost two]
of its greatest priests, whilst Gael-!
dom mourned the passing of a
pair who had accomplished trojan
work in the cause of the Gael.

_Bill . Sheahan' was a personal
friend..of both and, in his capacity
as an official of the County Board,
he represented the G.A.A. at' the
ohsequiés.. . o

sprion,

‘The heart of many a Gaelic en-
thusiast was saddened on Christ-.
mas Day when the news spread-
that Rev. Timiothy Lee, of Croom,
had departed to his Maker. -

Father Lee was a great Gael and |
‘an  ardent ‘worker in: the Irish-
Ireland movement. Born .in 1850,
after -his ordination at Maynooth
in 1879 he went to Limetrick City
and aected as a teacher in the Dio-
cesan “Seminary for two yeéars,

after which he weént as a Curate

to St. John’s, where he spent “the,.]i_ |

best part of his priestly life..

As President of St. John's Tem- |

perance S6ciety  for a lengthy
spell, -he. took g keen interest in|
‘the Ggaelic Football Club then at-
tached to the Society and which.
he was majnly ~instramental in.
founding, a  shoit time after the:
establishment.of the GAAL

grand combinatioh, and Bill Shesn-
han first made the acquaintanee’
of Father Lee when he visited him

it

| Lidmerick school ° children
they Telt, would serve the d

r

-

] - b N

(CONTI

death a few years later.

ued a memorial to the enthusiasm
and zeal of -a great priest, and in
its heyday was one of the biggest
(Gaelic events of the year. After

that the best memorial they could

jraise to_his memory was a special

scholars

ship tenable at an Irish col-
for competition amongst
‘This,
ouble

lege

| purpose of .a memorial to Father

Lee, besides propagating the work
to. which he devoted such energy

age and culture, T

. The . Gaely were just recovering
from the Shock of the unexpected
passing of Father I.ee when they
were stunned with the news that

{ and enthusiasm-—the Irish langu-

| the patriot priest of Ahbeyfeale—

Very Vi,

Rev. William Casey, P.P,

ONE OF THE GRE ATEFS’I" o

- Father Caséy was one iof 'the
greatest of  Gaels,. and certainly
the most respected figure connec-
ted with the G.A.A. in the county,

again, and in an éspecial ‘way oh

{the occasion of the -frequent dis-

Jutes-that-were s fedture of the
days Wwhen the AsSociation were
-experiencing the “growihg pains”
that any organisation has'to en~

f Rat

his death, the committee decided

{he -deriveg: froti a good

' H . o, ’ )
. ! ' T
. ¥ A
, - . i ..I-.
: . 1 g A I
S
. . . :... .
' . i .I .

By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH.

- - gy - g ot passunre%r“ded, for it h&b
“within a few days of @eacdh)

The Thomond Feis long contin-

been truly sdid that no man of his
time. wieldeq such  influence with
the youth of Limerick. With them
his word and presence were more.
poweriul in: critical moments  on )
the ‘hurling ang football field then
all’ other influencés combined. His
support - swelled them with justifi-
able pride and spurred them to all
out effort for he left no doubt in
any ming concerning the pleasure
i¥ed i 3 erfor-
mance by any of his lads. It was:
patent: for all:to see that' to be
amongst: ‘thém .made -him . young
again;- their victories swelled, his .
heart with. boyish enthusiasm, “but i
none of his selection ever felt more
despondeént than he did when for-;
tune smiled the other way,
FLUENT IRISH SPEAKER. |
A fluenit Irish speaker, he took a-
keen interest in the language
movement, was Chairman ‘6f the

| West Limerick Coisde Ceanntair of |

the Gaelic L.eague and the most |
prominent figure at every Aerig-
heact. He . dire¢ted a thriving.
branch in -Abbeyfeale, which. was
then the centre of much aectivity .
on. behalf of the native tongue. =

Hel formeq a splendid brass. band
in the parish, and of this he was |
very proud, It travelleg to all the !
great national demonstrations of )
the period -and was always accor- |
ded. af: . honoured: place, particu-
larly at-Lang League gatherings,
in-which cause Father Casev was

such. a powerful advocate. Seeing

to arrange for a visit of “St|counter. and weather,  Father
John'’s” to Rathkeale to partici- |Casey was a real friend fhen; and
‘pale in one of the big tournsients {'he ften  proved the bfd

ASEY Was _ d : _ 3 i _
dents e ] eh ' proved the bfidge  that{made him  a relentless opponent .
~organised there in the early G.A.A:{closed the gep and healed ths divi-
days. T TR

_ aled thée d thenceforwar
T sions, which, could otherwise have -
HIGHLIGHT OF CAREER. |ri haps at his greatest as an advo.
WS Al oteadian . iheo i 1871, ‘Hall |
Criumphed. oves theooasion  they | ' parish.| and many humorous tales are re-

| lordism. o |
destroyed the movement if its in-| Father Casey, however, was per-
ighlight + of  the . && g Brom- his arrival -in Abbeyt cale -0l temperance. e local.
Highlight + ¢f  the: 8t - John's: ‘the inflaence of  Fat Temperance Hall was his oreation
oy Hed " 6van. the - FAHaf m- | Césey was manifest in thé pai
triumphed évér- the famed Com-. For taafy years the life and Soul

the homesteads of some of his
parishioners burned to the ground |

d of tyrannic land- |

.......

corded:of his efforts-to capture the

mercials ih-a much talked of chal- ﬁfﬂie Hational MOVeTneat 1 the
county, it was only natural that]

lenge ang fer which. Father Lee
presented a set of medals. It was.
& source. of - great satisfaction to
him wheh - St." John’s triumphed:
after g magnificent display against
a compihution -that only 5 few]
months e€artier had won fthe p
title ef vAll-Ireland ‘champions. .
- Father' Like ehsiired thaf his’
name'.woltld.be held for all time]
in Gagli¢' remiembrance when K& |
was the chief originator of the
‘move, in 1903, that résulted in the |
establishment of the. gtreat Tho
mond Feis, which was first held |
- In the June of 1904.  Father I.ee
presided at the meeting of Lime-
rick Gaels that “sét the  idea
of  the . Feis: in " motion, " and .
although' he 1éft the city later in
1903, to become Parish Priest of

I.""‘

| 8hould be behind . that
roud }

tor . was ever labouring for the
spiritudl, material and social elev-

when the G.A.A. was. founded he
organisa-
tion wholeheartedly. _- .
-He -last ne time in rallying the

fayourite gafne &hd the ¢hoice of
the mejority of the Abbeyfeale
youthy he . did.  everything _in his
power to encourage the playing of
hurling, which heéreécognised asithe
gréatest and nidst distinctive of
our hatiofial pastimes.

It  was soon evident that al-
thotigh the mind of theé great pas-

ation of the people 85 & whole, his
heart, next to the fulfilment of the

{and Bill ‘Sheahan,

parish -to the -games of the Gael,|
{ and although football” was his own

erring ‘ones. I Tremember a par-
ticularly’ pleasant evening many |
years ago in Abbeyfeale, in com-
pany with the ‘late J. D. Hartnett
>llealian, in-‘which many |
ere swopped in this re-

gard.. o
- One of these relates an occasion |
he happened on g, party of three-
who, having forgotten the Pledge,
retired to & pPprivate house and
were revelling in - a -high time
when his reverence appeared®
There was ho escéping
pledge and- the' defensive argu-
meifits drifted to compromise. No,
he . would , not allow them two
drinks, nor even-one for:'the mor-
TOW., "o oo i
The. patty -had been imbibin g

stories w

the: .

1 _ duties of hig sacred office, was with |« ulleg” o Y e
room, he mever lost his interest/the “young blood” a8 he used fo |jroilied . GhE tbaper one med-
13? sgh?afgmﬁfﬁ gas "’-?{M ‘E o e.}% i .C-&%’ thﬁm; the Gaels of the parish | gered: for. the oceasion and '38,68' a
assoclated: with! ity organisation t6' af Ceounty, o - - o 7 PR s il S
_ »Led: With, 1ts" ! o a gt AN ., {1last resort; one . of them, pointing
the time of his- much-lamented' _Tls enthusiasm and interest did |15 (he apparéntly harmioss old pot,
- | - |near the fire, asked indifferently :
| “Would you 16t us drink what’s in
the tfea-pot itself ?” “Oh,” replied
his reverence, mistakihg its con-
tents, “you may drink all you like
jout of the tea-pot.”
After the pledge they 'did, and
were Tound two days later worse
than ever by his ‘Teverence c¢arry--
Ing out of the letteér of the pledge |
through the teapot. Father Casey
beecame - suspicious of  “teapot”
pledges after that. =
Father ' Casey died
{Well' known and respec
i great Irishman, it is questionable.]
(1 his  patriotism -exceeded Hh»’
| charity, for both have become in-
separably  conhedtéd  with his
- The  parishioners
worthy’'.monument in the Square
| at . Abbeyfeale . to- the- memor y o of
this great man but, perhaps, the
i 8reatest tribilite “of all was  the
tear that dropped from the cheek
of many a pootr old traveller of
the roads of West Limerick as he
offered 4 silent prayer for.one who
iy " followed in the foot-
steps o6f the Master; .

penhiless.
ted as a

-

“erected’ g

so faithfully

o LTy

"'ﬁ.&.fﬂ;‘

i



By SEAMUS O’ CEALLAIGH.

:'ILL Sheaham WAS re~elected
Treasurer of the County Board

at the -annual County Convention

held -at. the Town Hall, Limerick,
on March 25th, 1908, Wlth Willie
Naught&n of Bruff he was also ap-
. pointed 1o represent Limerick on

the Munster Council.

Bill' WaS able to
tion, /in’ Whldl he stated the-board

L r

- of medals, and carried forward a

credit balance of £9 14s, 9d. The
- other offucers elected were: Chalr-
man,  Larry Roche; Vice-Chair-

‘man, - Jim mordan -Secretary,

Charlle Holland- Assmtaﬂt Secre-
Larry

tary, - Ned . Halvey; with
Roche as County representative on
the C’entral Council. .

LIST OX DEIZEIGATES

B:tll preserved a list of the dele-
gates a.ttendmgf that Convention,
angd it will be read with interest,
as showing. the men prominent in

Qaelig affairs in Limerick City and

County half a century ago. . They
were: thhael Moore, J. Mur"phy,
Murroe EC.; J. ‘Rleeson, . J,

Sweenem, “Young Ireland H.C.. E
Browne, J. "Hartnett, Tourna-

fulla: I—IC 'E Jackson, C O'Kelly,

Kllmallock F.C.- T, Caulfield, W.
INa.u hton, Bruff H.C.; P. Ma,dden

| kitzg er&ld Foynes r.C.; J ohn
gwby, Gerald Scully, Rathkna.le-;
A. Collins, “Michael Nix,

Newcastlé West FC . Markham,

- Michael Halvey, St. Patrick’s H. CL,
" Michael  Fitzgerald, Thomas
O’Kelly', Askea,tﬁn F.C.; Michael

Ryan, D. M. Casey, Pallas F.C;
R1chard Magner Ardagh FC M.

| Bourke, .

e \Dromcollogher. F.C.; J. D.. O’Neil,
pres&nt a Ve:"-ysp Riordan, Caherline H.C.; W.

sausfa.ctory report to the Conven- ': O’Brlen E. Aherne, Dromcolloagher | IR

|F.C.; T. Hartnatt e
- had ‘& very: successful season, cur-:
ing whick they presented six sets |7 Tobernagh F.C.

(CONTINUED )

Wyer M. McKnight, Commerczals
FC D. Drew, Ardagh H.XC.: D.
Rmrda.n P, Hartnett Athea F.C.;
P. O’Le&ry, Ballyagran H.C.;
Crowley, Michael Lacey, 'I‘emple-
glantine F.¢C.. M. F. Keating, Cap-
pamore F.C.. Mick Feely, Michael
Croom H. C J, Hgan,

P. J. Herr;_

| THE 1907 CIHAMPIONSHIP

thrilling games weére witnessed in
the course of the competition. Feel-

stages were reached the Western
Boarg decided that a well-enclosed
pitch was essential, so they took

both divisional deciders in the city,

-Askeaton: in football 1-8 to
03 and Croom tmumphmg over
Rathkedle in hurling,
These matches were not played
until May 10th, 1908.

SonTe weeks later, Rathkeale tra-
vellted - to Croagh Where they played

Ballingarry. in the opening round

pionship. This proved 2 most en-
joyable and exciting game,
fought all the way, which Ra,thkeale
won, 1-13 to 1-7. |
After that

fought their

SUCCEess,

'_._

T another terrific tussle with: th*e sides

The 1807 Western champmnshlps-;
in both hurling and football were 'y
very toughly contested and’ some |

rl"\-
ing ran high and when the final

lcastle - West;
Cistruggle f(mght at a hard pace,
iwhieh Glin won, five points to two, !
field . was, |

griclosure.
A big crowd travelled in to see
the games,  which were hot and |

vigorﬂu&ly contes‘ted Foynes defeat-
|eil cha,mbe:r
fdng  that their opponents played
5-9 to 1-11.[four members of
TCRIb..
{tore the Munster Couneil, and later
theCentral

,awarcleil the ¥V
_; 'teams that played in the final were:
of the 1908 Senior Huring Cham-|. Glin—John-Dunne: (Captain), M.|
O’Shaughnessy,
‘Sheehy,
. O’Shaughnessy,

|'O’Donnell,
Rathkeale | .

way to the Western:

hard

! (Captain), T. Reidy,
W. Rmdy, H. Guma

-:| enthusiastic -spectator.

ﬁnai in Whlch they dg&ll‘l 11*161: theIrf
great (Croom - rivals, with . Cmagh.
the venue on. thig gccasion., . It was

on level:.terms several times during
the hc}ur‘ and Croom:-a shade lucky
to beahead ‘at the end 3-89 to :3-6.

Mr. Jlm Rwrdan refereed a:ad the
'tea,mb Were — e L

. R . s
. o . T . L -t
CoaT mvam T -
o E '

: -é

Cra{}m—-L Eael (Ca.pta.m) |
Mulla.ne M. Feely, P. Buskin, W.

. |Buskin, M, Mangan, T. Mangan, P.
jMangan, J. Griffin; T. Grifﬁn T,
Bourke,:

T Hayes ~John Lyons
(goal), P. Lyons, M. Burns.
Rathkeale — Bill Sheahan (Cap-

Itain), Paddy Flaherty, E. Hlaherty,
Scully, Joseph Con- |
|nors, James Connors, W. Hanrahan, |
I M. Hayes,
Mclonnell

1, Kirb
the unprecedented step of playing o

Qumn G

T Glennv J. Woilan, P.

M Casey,
The Western Football Final Was

? ht ou T G )
at the then p(:‘vpl}.lar Markets Fieid : Iﬂu@: out between Glin and New

. and was & dour

The decision on the:
however, challenged in the coun-
Newcastle West haldm

the Ballvhahlll
Hhey proved their case be-

C-ouncﬂ
estern crown.

The

P, Fi tzgerald J.
Quaid, © Maurice
Je thandzley, M.
P, McCoy, T. Culhane,
"E. O'Connell,

P.  Walshe,

NHWGaStla West -

"M.
J.
T,

T, o Conmell,
Nix, T. Scanlﬁn,
Sheehv, J. F‘ltton,
Moore,

SUDDEN PASSING {T}F PAD“DY
I—IAYES

G Of”Sullwml
P Mulcahy,
T I—Iar*te

Gaeldom

friends, with the sudden passing
of Paddy Hayes, of the Commer-

Leial Hetel, Limerick, on May 27th,

1909, An enthusiastic Gael and &
true lover of native pastimes,
Paddy Hayes was a ‘Tipperary:

man who had come to resxde in
leemck some twenty  years
egarlier.

de&ervedl;v popular;, not alone Iin

the city . Lbut all over the Munster:
An ardent worker, he
of
GAA.,

provingee.
was for many years Secretary
Lzmemck County ' Beard,

in which c&pamtv Bill Sheaha.n.

came to be ¢losely :associated with:
!_hlm ‘and to- appreciate’ his worth.
5 ‘held,
m the sauthern province at Whlch'

Few . Gaelic ﬂx'tures were

Paddv dig not appear, either in’

‘his official capacity as Countv Sec- .

or as am
Literally,

like Bill Sheahan, he was every-
~where  with the Gaels. -and. no

‘retary or handwapper

1:__"‘ Gﬂburn,

| and were

He ~wag exceedingly and,

ga'thermg of hurlers,

I
| Thompson, J. Cusack, M. Dillane.
| J. Curtin,
G. Mulcahy,__
D. O'Dwyer,

lost a popular ﬁgure{.
'a,nd Bill Sheahan ohe of his best

footballers |

- or . athletes was camplete Wlthout

ths presence.
ism, his ‘“hegrt ang soul”
tin the movement
| of makive pastimes  and he did
'Trojan work in the years following
the Parnell Split to ‘heln
'the G.A.A. and get the games
I'back in public favour.

It was noeasyitask to recmrnsﬂe the
|warrm sections and it took time
and patience to achieve, but Paddy

was

of purpose that had to be admired.

'mg the pileces together

i restoring the umtv

All-Treland - Senior Football crown
m 1896 and - follow-up

won

| the
caman wielders:
Paddy was alse  in

at. which Irlshmen always
celled As Iuandlcappﬁr |
L always dlsplayed wonderful

at’ some . of the m@st

m old -friends like Bill Sheahan

e m ent

stfength and éencoura g
especis 'ff_._lv nc dark and .
da.ys - |

for the revival

revive

stuck to the job with 2 tenacity.

the follow-
iing year with its first All- Trelangd
) Senlor Hurling success, by

brilliant band Gf Kﬂﬁnane'_;

the van of
the great Limerick athletic re-
vival and was closely associated.
with many sons of Garryowen who:
pmved to the world their mastery
in some of the. distinctive - e»ventc;-;j
eX~

To use 2 colloquial-

e eventua.lly succeeded in weld-
again,
| in' Iimerick to
I stach go6d purp@se that the county!
| was “able te win its second great:

I

he .
judg-!
' ment and “was ‘chogen to officigte
important
. gathermgs in the S@uth and west.:
His untimely passing left g void

mourned one who was 4 tower of;

sl



. most -

- of the
what' they_ were, the finest athleétic

'y

HE Rathkeale Hurling Club
' suﬂ’ered &, heavy loss in the
itimn_ of 1900 by the. death, at-
the early age of gwen y—fgur, Lof-
one of their én.o t, . promising
pI‘ayérs Bill =~ Sheahan always
maintained that Paddy  Gilburn
would _have béén & Limerick hur-
linig star had God sp ared him,
B 1 ibst tWwo ether good |
£ % ds  in the edrly inont
191

mmders—-Tbmm
ane; at ‘ons time

urling
8 oi

Fly‘nn of Kilfin-

Reidy of = Bat Try, who was'
go&lk\eeper of the Igmenc!k team.
| imane) ‘selection, which won
' the 1897 - All-Iréland Semﬁr H Ur-

in Cha:m:plofn‘shl

%‘hé Gaelic rev{val Wwas at s
height in 1910 and Ring Irish COE’
lgga was ‘establishéd ‘about - this

tine. Luimetrick participated in &
big hurling tourtidément organifed-

to raisé funds for thé ptoject the -
" trophy for. which was ‘& beautiful
silver shield, weighing. 56 Tos:; ‘the |
| gift. ‘of C“aptam the ¥on. Ottway
Caffe, of Kilkenny; . who .. with'
another popular Kﬂ;kenny ﬂgta:re
the Cquntess .of Desa.rt Was. . pro-:
| -mment m Gaelic League ranks -

A SENSA \TION;

of the Hurlihg  year Wwhem!
beat & fancieg Cork- Slde.
4-2, in a most. éimlt*‘; -
Senior Hurling (.nhdmpmnsmp
game at ‘I'Talee on Octdbe&- A6
1910, The ¢ontrast with HHiore.

"gate’ of b8 collected Ht

reached and was. @ heart throbling

Strugg)
last .quarter, that remained -d
-J:ré.g’r nt memory wmth many .an
- old, Liifmerick hurling fan. to the
end ‘of ‘his daYS.

Bill often spoke, and Wlth evl-
dent relish, of that gréat day in
Tralee. Fie said that the
rick lads struek rare form and

countered - every move of the Wwily |

Corkmen in glmost inspired man-
ner. They fought with great
determmatmn,
magnificent, their combinaiion ex- |

cellent, their swifthess in -getting |

_-possessmn of the. ball and “thieir |
long and well deélivered shots were |
more than Cork could W1tnstand*

The bhannons:lders-

tast
definitely
they were no
three-goal advantage they
joyed ‘at th‘e ‘Anterval, .

Cork played better. a:frter tﬁe rfe-
sumption and pulied every. trick|

......

en-

- out_of the bag in an effort to overi}
F or. & tltﬁé St

haul the léeway.
logked as it ‘they might Succeed,

terrific defence put up by a stone
wall trie -Paddy Flaherty of Rath-
| keale #nd the - brﬂlmni: 'Yﬂﬂng 1re-
land pair=~Tom Hayés and Tini-

- miie ©'Brien; Tn & pulsating “fnish;
players Kept up the
pace and the tusste - for thé. laur::
els was neck and neck. Elefenc’ésu
taigs

the Eimerick

prevailed in the last neectic
~ utés of a hurling epic, a.nd Hme—
. nekaon‘, 5—‘1 tu 1—2 -

E The Lnnemck Ifﬁa%rs cm
.occas1on were: - .
““Tyler”’ M.a.ckey, captain (“'
connell) . Burke,
- Miek Feer
- Mangén (Uroom), Harrmgten,,
Ned. Treacy, Hgan rCﬂancy § 8703
Sceanlan (Fedamore); ‘Tom I-I&yes

goal (loher),

...... ‘Magdden (Commvercials), Paddy
Fla.hert (Ra.thkeale)” S, Oarroll
M. Danaher Davy - Cbnway,
Sweeney (Casrtleconnell)
_After this

-gontroversial

HKinal 111 G.A.A. annals.
the “Limérick. Leader“ report  of
that game caréfully preserved,
- and - some extratts from it
seirvg “to 1llustra.te the ill-luck of|
the Limerickmen.
- YAt Joneg’ Road, Dubi"in
decided on yes*terday one of the
‘most - closely
finals’ which G.A.A. men- have seen
fot many years The day was dar
and gloomy, the light being ex-i
tremely bad in the second = half
play. Boéth teams looked

Hop gy

‘combination whwh a country, "
famed the world over for its ath-
letes, could produce. The Wexford
men wore blue jérseys with yellow |
shoulders, 'whlle leerlck ‘togk the'

| practice .playl which fallowed. The

They, were both great Co. net |

_ qted ‘one 6f Ire-
Jand's best gos lkeepers; and John | A

|eXtraordihary bits ‘of ths Wexford:
1 goo& forturne; w

iers .went . up in a great .cheey,
‘janswered . bv

—a

Coe )
P

HHI‘EI‘IOK <credted . the séﬁsﬁt‘rbn lgame was young yet, ang Lime-:

B4 to-
"Mufister

-~ tage, e

Imodern: times 5 illustiated in tﬁe f iﬁﬁ‘

| ¢ Garryowe
- vieriae, ‘but in every ‘otirer asﬁéi:t ol il
‘the contest lived up to tie higriest | xl-ggzttersf 1o[c:_’];c‘e 8
level the Munster title  fight . has' o

lé with' the issue in the  bal-
‘ance throughout an unforgettable

. pei'fe*ct

N

5I{a es.
Limc,-, :

their hurling ‘was |

laim. Chck'

got. .to . al
Whlrlwmd start and set a. terr1ﬁc :
pace and the Hhali- hour . was.
th 1rs, S0 .much so,thatl
t Hattered by the |

1Lhive.
‘rington

and they surely would but for tﬁéf‘eﬁd of the foe

{Danaher, . Feely and. Maakey Were.

tha 1with . &xtraordm&ry

.- fle-'f Then Clancy. was hyrt and.while
Ter Iﬂaaugmn Miek:

p .
tad| the resullt: that the: Weﬂord for:

. 1

_‘ Tlmmle O’Brien (Young Ireland}),f goal t%

M.
_grand. M"IJ*.I.‘ISFI'.EI‘ Vic-.

ter*y ‘came theé anti clitiax == _the.

All-irelang.
Bill had

Will I?)élfiaher s strength

"Wﬂ“S :
contested All-Ireland |

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH.

field in the green and gold bars of
Castleconnell.

SLimerick wag first m the field
and greeted -with,,, the - c;beers of
their . foliowers. They looked well
and. fit to do splendid. battle for}
their county. Wexford \ -8gen
arrived and :showed. well in the'

------

tlatter .were large .men of mighty.
strength. and. speed @nd .looked.
{iikely to: weigh mﬁre evenly than_,;,__
the Lnnemck men. = . Y

S‘@@R@ WITHIN A M’UT{E
“I‘n 4 téw minutes perefee CroWé;

—!7—

b

was  thréwn ity whén oné of the

which §tuck to the.
liemstermen thrﬁug'hﬁut thie play
intervered., @ A Wextordman sent:
the ball Iorward just into Mick
Danafiel, who, in thé €xcitement
of the: openmtg passg; tumbleéd for a
moment,
lJust &s 1t wés whipped by - _
mins {o loyle, and _sen*t home : for i

1& F re in a mmut;e af.--'
the mng of play “.
”The spirits. . of Wexford follow-.

of
The .

Limerick .cries.
‘Huke’ and ‘no fault, Danaher

rick with _ briliiapt. .dash = were|
a.way?, their powerful centre ShUW-_;
ing, well, in
Danaher was seen to greaf advan-|
powerful, work between
himself a.nd “‘Tyler”. ackey  hold- |
up thé Wextord centre to seifd.
ﬁgannonsﬂex;g, attack‘mg ‘GO’
B p

el ,--L

1mer1c:.k’ and-

orval s“a\?'e&

_attacked, commg

in even ‘dlStI‘lbu-
g with
ending
the”

“fnagmn-”'
contly. ~
“Wexfdrd
down thié field
{tioh, - mﬂwng and piaylf,'-
combma:twn and
ehit on

in & terrlble ons‘l

HU
| Clancy had-not been called upon

rinig
high into the Limerick forward
line but.-no . score resulted.

at. .midfield,, where . he " raised
smartly and. struck: Wlth unerring
and : away the . sphere
‘soared. over the land of Wexford.
and between the. upper post
CLIME -IGK’S SLENDER L
“Shortly afterwards . LlHl&I‘lCK\
were . dgain  in  Wexford ground,
where they swarmed like an angry |
Clanéy, Mangan and Har-
did great work, amengst'
the powerful hac‘ks ‘angd the green
fle Was suddenly fm“i"s‘ted Clancy
ring scored & maj‘b*i' L]II'IGI‘lCK‘_
Weére Ie@:dmg by a pomt at thei
quartér ‘and the |
th»é‘ir followers”

f enthiasiasm: of
knew no. ‘bounds.

‘Tyler - Mackey s”ecured after |
the pu@k out- and wds seen dmng
tetriple . ‘éxecution around the |

‘ball travelled - to Hearringto!
Réche of Wex.ford méde one of the
brilliant sa.ves which characterised:
his play, Limerick: emerged fron
the . followmg centre play with the .
best .of a _hard struggle, in wmchﬂ

‘Wexford, wherea

ha;d His en Hhed up; and the balt ol
{deténce, .

He turned ‘on the ball}
Cuan- ¢

the ensuing tussle. |

{ O Brlen N lon

J ﬁag for L1_'

Munstef backs who stdﬁﬂ well to-|
{gethér to be eventually saved by |
a_brilliant piece of hurling per T\ |

to this {the poWer of ‘Agin’ |

but -How he was sé€en outmanoeuv- |

the Wexford %vagB 10" _be- | ﬁeld’g county.

wildérment dand sending the ball{

From

théred
the. clearance Mick Feely gfa 1ber two..

15 Wexfe rda
4leaves the’ ﬁerd——Wcto:rs in
| thing
; Wﬂ‘i‘ﬁﬁ Htoody:

| Liheriek ‘were disallowed

‘Wexford centre. mel_a melee ttfe"“'”
.o Fsight,

gaa.ls bemg in disp’ute. |
- “A Limerick dash opened . the
second ‘haif; but from & long |
cléarance: Cums angd.. . Doyle
had goog fortung and ‘gent th
goal fon: Wexford. . Bown . travelled |
thﬁ sphere from y’eﬁ powerful -
str‘ake gnd  sailed into .the lar oL
Scanla.n whlpped
bm,lhqntly:, the ball travelling. to
Conway, th, in; spite of sturiiy
opposi wn, raised ‘the. ,green flag
fnr leench ‘..

Eh H%oyﬁ from . Shannon shore

egan

s 1. to, 'f"“"_:_i"\re Wexfor&
éla ﬁﬁt" g % tlm“e ' and"

an 'd" .elea.réd
again, The game was now being
played in semu &arkness Scanlan’s

and Treddy's elever plady brought

the ball to win &nd p&Ssed ‘to’ Mad--

‘den and Mangan, and a. pomt for .

Limerick resulted |
P.I AVING

“Wex.ford vfé%r‘e - ‘Ee
thé

l‘?i‘{

Immg‘ ta feel
pace ‘and fdmbled a ‘good deal:
merick; éxcépt for one ‘or two
1n;|urea menm;Feel 1nsta:nce |
was hmpmg _ tfH —SWere fresh'
and playing "_Fl:he ame of their
lives: Feély p”assed to Madden in|
the reéxt few minutés, who scored
the finest. gbal ‘of tﬁe day, Wex-
'ford Were now. lead‘m by four
pomts (q‘fﬁ?:zal score) %& With fif-
téén minutes to play the Leinster
combination looked almost broken.
“Limerick opened anothé ‘attack
but. fortune sent -back from T
_shot, and shortly

o0d for, the equa]-'_fjmadden was. §een, among the Wex-

ford backs ‘and up went the green
,_‘_erlck emce m&re. .
“Go on, Garryowen’;. ‘Up Lime-|
rmk’ only a point. be '["_'een you,
boys,’ came in wild = salves . from
the side liné.. One point. only re-
mained to ‘be. made Wextord were
pumped out. T’h“& boys were mrk—*
ing as they never worked before,
‘Now, .. ’I‘yrler the.. champmnsmp is

yours.' Broken: hurleys are the
order: ‘Go on, boys ‘Up; Lime-
,-rmk’ and t’b.en, “Tis won,” .a goal

is driven in 1:)3,?1 the men -of Sars-
‘The championship
is Iuimerick’s; when, what's that?
The goal is dlsallowed by the goal|
umpires and. left in . dl*spute—mnum—

¥*We gettle "down again. I.dmerrck-

+dashes ~down. on Wexford’s line,

.and settles there. A minute to go.
Wexford clears to —centre, the|
final WHlstIe, chalring‘ the téams,
Joyous, - and Limerick.-
éxXcept the official scoré
Wékfﬁrd, 7—0 L’:imeﬂ
rlck 6*2 " '

Thrée- da

at | a meetmg‘
it

Ia‘tér,
of fthe Limerick County Board;
t'was decided tgo appeal ag&inst ‘the

demqaon of the referee  in that

§cereds |

unfairly, and ﬂiat ‘Weézxtorg
ayEr T&y-_

8 goal wh’iief Timerick j
injyred on the gi'” .
Thée ﬁb jection, tﬁmugh é.h oVEi-
;j‘*é_ not I&d &d in duplicate,
as i'eqﬁi"" éd by .rule ‘and ﬁ:he Cen-’
‘tral I(}Gun‘féﬂ re?used to ‘entertain |
“it |

ek o T
R T LT -
Wiie s e w o EF R

Tatter. -
’Vlrlle

playmg r
c;rge

praminent — the .

the Limer1qkmen were gathered
round their mJured coade the .
refieree restarted the with

in_ . possession, ‘drove..in .a
wh_lch thefe, wag. .no. de—-
rencg iagncy, the, best wing player
on thg team was r‘eplaced krv

“leerlqk ag am attacked but
Roche's goal eeping . was pertec-
tion itself, leerick agam came
into - Wexford, territory,  fighting
every inch of the ground, Emd
were rep*h,ed to by. a, \rge

force from the Wéxffofdmen whzch
sto’pped and
broke ap. The Wex:ford odl posts
were ‘once more. thé batile pitch

‘W.a:rd

‘seventy’ to Weéxford followéd, and
Scanlan saved brllliantly, Flaherty
latéer . iNaking = a -splendid show
against 'long odds. Limerick half-
backs défqnded their g{oalman in
grang- style -for a mihufe ‘op sg,

tbut Cubaumins ahnd Doyle wourd

not be denied 4 méajor for We’x-
ford. Limerick soon replieg Wwith 4
goal from a free,. per Feely, to-
which Wexford rephed - SWithy
another, major:score. .. The half-
time . score  stood: ‘Wexzt‘ord 6-0;
Limerick, 4-1, oné .of. leerzck’

FMT' /%

but Roche was not to be dentred A




(GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

’ enthuemem

and some magnificent " fare was

'.-eerved both ‘in ‘the home erene,_e,hd,

m the inter-county sphere.
“The season opened on a hrgh
note with the -Spencer Liyons Mem-
orial Tournament ‘Final, played at
- ‘the Markets Field on February
~ before a. great crowd. It was a
~-terrific match, closely contested all |
~the ' way - and. finished up in ‘sen-

--sational fashion ‘with Fedamore-,

. scoring a surprise but richly- de- |

“served win .over: the. County” eham-

’ ;plon.e ‘Castleconnell, 4-1 to 8-1.
‘Mr. Pat Mengen W'ae ‘the referee

| e.nd the winning. ple,yere were: Con

-Scanlan, - capt:; “W. Clifford, goal

Stephen Gleeeon M. Bourke,-
JHarringt Shmners P, Ce.v
.anagh; M !Whele.n Ned" Treaoy, J.

,Qumlan J. Ryan, Egan Glancy, J.

Clancy,. John Ceeey, P. Keane,

There was another eurprrse at |
~ the same venue a ' week later, |
- where Young Ireland had a sub-
- stantial win (5-4 to 1-0) over a fan- |
cied. Croom e1de, composed ofi Pat"
Ma.ngae, capt.; M. Toomey, goal;
ML Mangan, T Mangan, J. Man-
c.gan,-J,  Mullane, M Muyilane, T.
Bourke T. Heyes ‘E. Halvey, M.
' Feely, M. Bray, J Lane P, Lyone
| J O’Shea.

. Thrllls gaio»re were the order in
- -the County Final,
~Markets Field” on. March 19, in
- which Young Irelend proved their
~worth' with an exciting solitary
s paint win over ‘the . title holders,
- Castleconnell, who had led L:une-

- rick' to the AII—Ir Iand Fmal the

.. previoue sSeason.

A very big crow 'emoyed one of

in Sarsfield’s County,

‘Ision of the"

12,

[oharge
| few other. Limerick: supporters met:
the: renowned Dungourney hurler,
Jim Kelleher, rated by many as

, (CONTINUED) |
By SEAMUS O’CEALI..AIGH

1911 was a year of greet hurlmg

ce,lled him, Bill told me, was one
of the. greeteet mzdﬁeldere he .ever
saw. Recalling -
and etrenuoue tueeels for
- “horseekm”

and {the " famous

between.
“Tald”

forgettable occasions, and.
note of deep . sorrow. that the great

| Corkman passed ‘away. in the very.

heyday of his-splendid: ‘manhood.

entertamed by

“aftef  which Bill and &

the greatest man that ever handled
a caman.

~Jim drew their - attentlon to a
young hurler and said: “That lad
there is Timmie Nagle, the lad
He .

to-day. Watch his etyle

ﬁrst mter-oounty ge,me

. KELLEHER ']:HE GREAT
Those comments, oommg from

the lips of :such a wonderful

‘hurler as Kel]eher needless to say,

played at theicaused the ererrek lads to take.
a great interest in the newcomer,

who not only lived up to his cap-
tain’s expectations - in
Tyler's desperate wushes, but was
acclaimed - by all sporting writers:
as the outstanding star in that
memorable contest, which Castle-

connell won, only to have the de-

the greatest of Limerick hurling | cision reversed a few weeks later

- finals—an epic in ‘which two'greaf,
teams. were neck and neck gll
through a thrill-pac

Swon  almost on ti

- Hayes availed of a last minute free

%o mnotch the point that gave the
city ‘lads the crown, 4-2 to 4-1.

Mr. Jim, O’Rrordan refereed end
the teams were:—

- Young Ireland — Tom Heyee,
- capt P. Scanlan,. goal J. Flana-
- gan, M, Halvey, J. Creemer J.
.xMeNamara J. Ryan, P. Frewley, C.

- McGily, -T. McMahon, J. Brennen-

o JdL McSweeney, J. . Murphy,
- O’Brien, F. Murphy. P y, e
. Castleconnell—J (“Tyler”)
~ Mackey, capt,; J. Ryan gogl; M.

_%Ic(t'}ar}hyi' P
" bert, eonard, W. Carroll C.
;--__Ma.ckey M., Sweeney, J Benn J.
f.Ve.ughaun -J. Carroll;:
-_:..-_-nor M. Danaher, T Brennan

GIANT KILLIN G ACT =
| Another sensation was recorded
-at Adare on May 20 where another
grat muster saw - Bellmgarry do

t;c:tle “holders,
e openin round of
- the 191& ehamp1onship,g3-4 to 2-4,
~after a hectic game that Kept the

" 'Spectators on thelr toe
hour. s ell the

‘Bill - alrveys mamte.med th
leerlck Cham: et the

peak of excellence that ‘season, and

it wag his con31dered‘*op1mon thet-

‘the quartette — Castleconnell], Yng.
Ireland, Fedamore and Bellmgarry
of 'that period —' were the most

~ evenly balanced in the. history. of-

Shannon:side hurling.

And by way of demonetratmg,
etandard of the caman-
contrasted with |

~ the -high’
art in Limerick;
that of the clubs

BN .

of other ¢onn-

ties, "the" ‘meeting - of” Ce.stleeonne!li
 with one of the. greateet of . Mins-< .
-ter club: eombinetlone -~ Dungour-
- ney, of Cork, at Killarnhey, on June {

serves as a- fine illustraﬂi,bn for|.
the Limerickmen won, 6-4- to 3-2, 1
Thurles-

earlrer oueted '
- Z)B:lluee at the M’arkets Freld 5u0 to

B having

| of that' glor1oue June day . at
Killarney.
tussels between . Trm Nagle

“Tyler” Mackey — the commeng

ment of a rivalry - that was -"'-"tg;._'-_
becoine the talk of Gaeldom.

. | ”Tald ” '[‘,hey affectlﬁnately

ed hour and
e when 'Tom ;

| game.
Vaughan P. Her-|

"B .’COI‘J.-%.
| tunity of seemg the ' pair when
Lo leerlck were: wmtors
"L Athletic Grounds on June 25th to
ocf the’
| Brussels - Hurlmg Tournament

'}the ‘St opfo rd Green Cup and
the giant-killing act w
- te t} g t - when they.

" Ireland Young |

ltracted j a- great muster. .
- eontmgent

piﬂhShlp reeehed its | Plpers’

Bill had a magmﬁoent memory-

t was of the terr1ﬂc 1
and |keale).

1 by Dungourney at the Cork Ath- ._
letic Grounds for the Ottway Culfe

Shield and gold medals, when the
Corkmen won by 6 points to O.
In this terrible struggle for supre-
macy
with about four minutes to go.
Out of a ruck at midfield Nagle
oot poeeeselon, dribbling at top-
speed down  the left wing, then
striking the Ileather and "with a

[lovely shot put the winning point

between the uprights. It was one
of the most spectacular and thril-
ling passages Bill ever saw in any
Fver after, when Cork and
Limerick -met, spectators could
hear on all sides along ‘the lines :
“Look out for the. exchanges he-—
tween ‘Nagle and Tyler to-day.”
They were truly worth watching..
Qork people had another oppor-

Cork’ in the final

play
for

medels

at . Tralee in  the previ;lous vear’s
Munster Championship :w hetted
interest in the 'game, “which at-
A large
‘accompanied by a
Band tre,velled from Lime-

A HARD GAME
The game

rick.

Limerick display, Cork created:a
surprise by their fine dash and
spirit and were -worthy if. very

1ng -all the hour.. .
The . Limeriek ™ playere
“Ty ler” Mackey, capt,;
(goal) P Veughan Py Herbert J.
Carroll, B. 'O’Connor (Castlecon-
nell); C Scanlan “H, Clancy, J.

Were —

(Fedamore);-

(Croom), T. Hayes" (Young

Feely
P, Fle,herty

Irelande)
VISITED WA’I“EBFORD

seleotmn visited “Waterford to play
Wexford in a, game tha,t e,ttraeted

-the filerce duels |

posses-{team,

“Tyler” {
brought back to mind some un-|
also . e,;;
,Iers drawn frem Chlcago and. New
..York who were oh a tour of Ire-
|land,. played leerlck at.the Mar-

Dealing - with the Killarney dis- | kets:

pley of. the pair,t Bill: said the
 match ‘was organised by the local
1 Feis Committee and was for a
special set of orngte gold medals |
Before ‘the . game both teams were
the -Committee in|

-able " place
‘soldier  of Ireland, was the referee,
the winning players being : Mick

that’s . going to spike ’I‘ylere gune-
very fast and snappy. Thrs is hls-

checking.

both teams were 5 points:

to Cork:

leerrek' eurprree defee,t of Cork,

one of the herdest"
{ witnessed in a ‘Gaelic field for a

long time, was: commenced - by
Rev. Dr. Irwin, -.U_.‘C.C..,. who threw
in the ball. Despite a very plucky

‘narrow winners ofa low-eoormg.
game ‘that. kept - the crowd shout—z

g Ryan.

Claney, M. Harrmgto‘n, 8. Gleeson
J. Madden, M. Mad-
den: (Comrnerele,ls) o, Menga.n, M.

(Re,th~. |

A few Weeks Jater ‘a ereriek_

Wlde mterest in - wew of the con-
troversml nature of their 1910 All-
Ireland . final. meetmg Neither
however was at - full
strength but it proved an enter;
tainjng gamlbe,, 'Whlch ‘Wexford won
—4-4 to 2-B. |

A team. “of 'Ir1eh-Amerloan hur-'

Freld on August 27th before
10,000 spectators Two bands were
'present and. Mr. G. O’'B. Storan,
a New Yo:rk Police Inspector,
threw in’ the ball. It proved a
most. - entertammg game,. which
leerlok won—>5-1 to 3-1. |
- Mr.. Harry Boland, who was
;.e,fterwarde to gain an imperish-
in - Irish history as a

| Feely, capt M. Mangan, E. Hal-
vey, J. O’Shea, T. Twomey
{Croom), Madden (Commer-
cials), P. Flaherty (Rathkeale),
1.P. ’l‘reaey, , M. Harrington, M.
{ Bourke, C. Secanlan, E Clancy, S.
Gleeeon (Fedamore) J. O’Donnellf
(Bruff), T. He,yes M. Hayes|
| (South L1bert1es) - -‘
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FRHE me.teh between the Irreh—
'_ffAmerlc»an hurlers” and  Lime-
tick, played. at. the Markets Field
on August 27, 71911, introduced to
the Limerick hurlmg public a great
NGW ceunty star,..in’ the person . .of
Jack Shea—a . pla'y‘er who was

a, . very sporting - action, typical: of

the grand charaecter he was.
+Croom Were playinig: Rathkeale in
& vital championship test and the

-leelsuie parleh introduced a youth .

tghly . reepected ‘in Rathkeale -for

ly SE ¢

garvan.

then coming to.the fore as a hurl--

Im-etyhst and ' who ‘happened to

be playing on. Jack Shea — then:

coming into. hIS heyday as a blg
hurling figure

The- Ra.thkee.le lad was hght and
 itill of tender. years.
minutes hurling it was _obvious to
Jack Shea that his opponent "was

fighting shy ofi' g clash with him.
come into

 Then Jack said:. “’%ouny

me, I won't hurt you.” The lad

_took him, at his word and gave Jack '
“roots” . in ‘the subse-
but the great

a few hard
'quent exchanges,.

room  man proved as good as his
word, earning a -respect in Rath-
keale that old timers remembered
to. the end of his: de.ye\ |

Sl\l WALT‘GN
Another

“After a few

(C.NTINUED)

US O’CEALLAIGH

N .

Tlpperary ereated the sensation at fever pltCh and 3. great crowd
of the season by defeating a much made the- Journey to (_,ork to see

fancied Cork ‘side, 5-2 to 0.3, in the
second semi-final, played at Dun-,

)

IJMERICR-TIPPERARY FINAL
‘This left the road open for a
leermk Tlpperary final, and this
was fixed for Cork Atihletle
Grounds on November 19,
It proved a most exciting decider.

ary shot into what seemed a com-
manding lead, and were ahead by
seven points ten minutes from time
with - many- spectators surging
through the ex1te convinced that
the Premier Country lads wese Mun-
ster champions. =

- Thev reokoned' however WIthOut-

gallant Limerick side Wh() led
by “Tyler” Mackey, staged a rous-
ing recovery. From a terrific mid-
field duel, Mick F‘ee]y got posses-

sion end the great Croom .score-

getter put everything behind  the
arive that beat the famed fHawk”
O’Brlen for a spectacular goal.

Paudemomu;r ‘broke loose as
Limerick fought -back again with

T commendable enthusiasm and zeal.
: Tom - I—Ia,yee ‘lobbed a great shot

-

etere,n of d:hose heetml

almost in the goalmout;h and from
a terrific tussle thesShannonsiders
goaled, With ‘only

1til:e,y::':.-——-.Zrol'ln. Magdgden;of the Com-} eeparaf:mg the sides a real hurling

mercials — remmded me of an in- |
cident -in. that. game &,

‘Trish“American lads. Playing with .

* . the visitors that memorable day. at,

the Markets Field was' the one and |
only Sim Walton, one
greatest forwards
Jknown, and proud winner of seven
A.;ll—Ireland medals in.the black and

amber jersey. Sim was at the peak .

of his hurling career at the period
and “mad for the game,” hence

of the
hurhng ‘has ! brought the sides level in a storm-
' ing finish, and when it looked that |

1

|

hell was unloosed, and with the

gainst the 'excitement terr1ﬁc the wto,l min-

utee tlcked away.

ST ORMING FI NI.SH

¥From 40 vards Tom  Hayes

another day ‘would be necessary to
decide the issue, Limerick . broke

- away in dramatic fashion and like
- a lightning flash were through for

his appearance with the American.
side, although he never sét foot on
yvankee soil. He swore John Mad-
den (who was to. go to America |

S 'j_frortly afterwards) secrecy
W? the latter reoogmsed him.

John Madden’ is anxious to pro-
oure a photograph of the Limerick
team that contested the controver-
sial All—Irela,nd ‘Final of 1910 with
- Wexford. He was a member of
'that Shannonside team and remem-
- bers a photograph bemg taken, but
-cannot recollect ever havmg seen
it .afterwards.  He is anxious now
to- .discover whether any old Lime-
Tick or Wexfiord .enthusiast would
hmreha copy of tha,t hrstorm photo-
aph.

HER:O oF MUOH msouesr*:o
| MATCH.

Inmdentally, .John Madden was
'the hero of that much-discussed
match and "he had three great

e e—mwr Wt raerr e I Wm0 St oS

the goal that mattered — a fast
ground shot. (the bcorer :uobody
knows) — that was smothered in
wild exoltemen’u as the whistle
sounded almost immediately; with
Limerick again Munster oha.mpmns
~—the score, H5-3 to 4-3. -

THE TEAMS.

The teams that unforge‘utable d&y
were :—

Limerick — J. (“Tyler”) Mackey,
capt.; J. Ryan, goal; P. Naughton,
J. Carroll B. O’Connor M. Sweeney
(Caetleconnell) C. Soanlon, S Glee--

son, K. Treacy, Hi.  Clancy, - M.
Bourke M. I-Iarrmgton ,JFedamore),
" J. Shee. M. Feely (Croom) T,

Hayes (South leertles) T, Hayee

- (Young Ireland) P. Flaherty‘
| (Rathkeale) |

1 Tipperary — Hugh Skelly, o&pt
J. (“Hawk”) 'Brien, goal Andy
Carew, Tom Kedwick, Martm
O’Brien, Joe McLoug"hney, Paddy

Limerick goals in the hectic clos- Brolan, Jack Mooney, Andy Cal-

ing stages, only to have the final

lanan, Jerry Fogarty (Thurles),

one digallowed — a hotly disputed ;Bob Mockler, J. Mockler, J. Fitz-

decision of the umpires thaf was 'Patrick,
~ the final culmination to a most un- iborres),
satisfactory game in which Lime- |J ohnny Leahy

J1m - Bourke (TWomlle—
Tim Gleesory (Drombane),
(Boherlahan), J'.

rick were. victims of some extraor- ‘Kennedy (Toome‘vara)

“dinary decisions on the part of |
the umpir ee

~ Thag-.this was eaellv leerwk’
- Imost fﬂ.rm%‘ ky huriing - spell Was

illustrated. even with greater em- |

phasae in the 1911 Champlonshlpm
~the year. oct‘ reﬁi lamerlek hurling
tragedy, - Blll Sheahem
| ma.mtamed

¢ Limerick: had a rether uneventful
road: to ‘the - Munster  Final ' that |
/season.: Theyﬁ_-.,i’;‘{-,_,eatr Kerry at i
towel m the opk

' 1-2, and in the.semi-final trivmph

over Clare at’ szperary Town 10-5
to 6-11

™

-";;A*.iw-“'

e

ed | rick. prepered eerneetly Ifor

3

ALL-IRELUAND EFINAL,

Around the third quarter Tipper-

a point now

-l

tand postponed the ~maitch.

|

l

|

On the last day of 1911, at Port- |

laoighis, Limerick beat Galway, 7-4 |

10 26, in the

‘Once more in: ‘A E

meetrng “with Kllkenny
Enthuereem

m the oount‘y Was

semi-final. of the.
| All- -Ireland . Senior Hurhng
| pionship and quahﬁed t0 meet Kil-
alwa,ys i kenny in” the final, which was fixed |
i for: Cork- Athletlo Grounds on Feb-
hruary 18,1912,

Cham--

e Rﬂmud de--."
U Eis- older and . determined  to- ‘gvenge |’
ening round,. 6~5 to the 411" Iuel{ of the. 1910 ﬁnal, Jdme- &

the"

'J

.

1 Board.,

.the game. | Lo o
A big dlse,ppolntment however
was  in . .stere. Hea.vy Tains

'turned. the piteh “into ‘a quegmire

and. the membeérs of the Central
Council- preeent after a - consulta-
tion, declared the field. unplaya,ble
- The
Limerick:’ ofﬁamle and team cap-
tain proteeted agaitist the - deci-
sion” and demanded: that" the garne
be played, but to 0o e,ve.ﬂ R

Thé - Oentrei Couneﬂ est meet—
ing.on March' 2, refixed the. game
for Thuries on Aprll By Wlth Cork""
Tom ‘Irwin as referee.

Limerick - refused . to- play
Thurleer and demmnded Cork aga,m

as a venue. The eounty tabled a
motion for All Irela;pd Congreee
on Easter Sunde,y ~seeking &

change of venue, 'This, however,
was defeated by 53 vetee to 17,
after a:lengthy dleeueelon marked.

lwith rather stormy’ passages,

. The mateh was again refixed,
the new. date bemg May 18, but
Timerick persisted in. thelr re-
fysal to play at.Thurles. This was
a tragic mistake which reeultet?. in
Kilkenny being awarded the “All-
Ireland” and Limerick being sus-
pended  for their failure to play.
When the Munster Council were
eubsequenﬂy askd to neominate
another team to represent Mun-

' ster,: Tipperary agreed to .de.so,

and lined owt against Kllke«nny at
Dungarvan on July 28 in a game
in lieu of the abortive final, which
the Noresiders weon, 3 3_ to 2-1 |
A TRAGIC MISTAKE

"The Central Gountrl 1eter called-
convention of the Limerick
clubs end formed 9. ‘new County
'The chance of the Blue
Riband, however, had been thrown
away, and this, coming so quickly
after the 1910 dise,p:polntment
could not but pwt a damper on the
anthusiasm of the hurhng men of-
Lzmerlok | |

N
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GREAT LIMERICK SP.Rf s MEN

L]

¥y

MERICK hurlmg Iost a ﬁne

J1I

L figurei\¥With the peesmg in the.
early da s of 1912, in New York,
of - De,n.ny .’Keeffe, who, before
emigrating, was. a leading member |
of the Ballingarry Club. Bill: Shea--
“han often. spoke-of the gree.t era.
for the “Garden 'Town” in which |
lads like Danny played euch a
leading part and it was his firm |
conviction that the hurlers of Bal-
lingarry did not get anyth.mg like.
what they deserved in the line of"
honours, despite the fact that they.
boasted in their heyday one of: the
best club teams in the -history
the Limerick Senior Hurling: Cha.m-

‘pionships. The County -Board,: too, |

were remiss in the reeegmtnen the:
- gave the Jhurling men of Ballin-
- garry, a: few of! whom, 'would ‘have”
graced. the best county team in
. Ireland at the period; -
/ Danny .QO'Keeffe. was one of the
‘stars eﬁ Balllngarry when the team
- was at its zenith, and it was a real
tragedy for the parlsh that the call
of the emlgrent ships should have
proved so’ alluring -when the ‘hurl-
- ing premlee end potenuel were SO.
great. o
- 1912 COUNTY GON‘VENTION .
‘The 1912 "Annual. County ‘Conven-
~ tion, ceming ehorbly ‘before the
suspensign.: of ‘the- County Board-
for its failure to ply Kilkenny in
- the 1911 All-Ireland ﬁne.l wWas . a
well-attendaéd meeting. Bl]l Shee.f-
han retained. :the. list. of delegatee
‘present. on'the ecee.e;ten, ang it 'ig of -
coneiderable interest now, giving as-
it does ‘an. indication of ‘the men:
. who were ‘Keeping the. Gaelic ﬂa,g
afioat threugheut the County ab:
the time,

e L.,

Here are the names: W Phelan,

C, O'Donnell, Castlemahon H.C.; J.

Murphy, S. Frost, Young Ireland
- H.C.; E, O’Bmen P Scanlan, Gal-
be.lly FC E. Ja.ek'son J. P, Cahill
| Kﬂmallock "BC.; cJ. Mackey ':P.
Vaughan, . Caetleconnell H.C.; M.
McElligett J. Murphy, Doon H C.;

O’Neill, J.. Buckley, Caherlme
HC.; ~J. Guerm Owen "O'Brien;:
Bruff H.C.; P. O’Brien M. Kelly

Kilfinane H: C.; P. I—Ialvey, M. Kelly,
South Liberties H.C.; W, McC Cann,
- J. Wilson, Kneekaderry H.C.:. J.

ﬁne.l cempetltlen that had a
ehequered career e,nd never gained:
in Limérick ' the popular appeal it
en]ey elsewhere.

It proved "a marathen decider,
and  the- . teams, ‘Rathkeale and‘
South leertIes had to meet three-
times ‘beflore. reachmg a decision.

Me.rkets ‘Fiedd,
.sion the sifles ‘finished level—Rath-
‘kegle 1-6, - South" Liberties, 2-3, after
a thrill-:paeked tussle in 'which
some. great hurhng was witnessed,
-Patrons that day.
f| value. fer their - “tanner,” for the
‘County’ Senior Football final was:
also: “on the bill” and it proved an

Y ’unfergetteble ‘game in which Com-

‘mercials: just got’ the verdict frem
A rgree,t C‘rlm elde 1-1 to 1-0.

IER: TIIRIMER

It We.e twe months later when
-'Re.thkee.le angd. Seuth Liberties met*
for the: eeeend time. This: game was.

Iy

‘another ‘thrilléer,  but was not
-fﬁniehed A Seu‘uh Liberties player-
. was-ordered off by the referee (Mr.
P, 'O'Reilly) ‘but refused to leave..
:-Ra,thkee.le declined to: seontinue and

| protested te the County Board, who

declared. “the: match void and.
ordered: e.nether re-ple,y The score

at - the- termmatmn of play was:

g%uth L1bert1es 3+1; Rathkea,le,
L1mer1,ek Ceung;jx-“ Board was

reuspended areund this period, and
it. was “séveral’ months before the.
‘thlrd Iﬂeeixng took place. . . It
iprovéd:. ‘anothér -hard fought a.:nd
exciting -game- from.. which South
Liberties: ‘emerged winners on thel:
iscore, __..2-3 to-.2-1 for Rathkeale.

MEMORIAL TO SPENCER

.+ ‘LYONS. '

‘An- event that gave Bill ‘Shes-
h&n much pleasure. 'was a  visit to
C“reom to . present - on, behalf of:
‘the. Cetmty Board a substantial:]
cheque  .to the_  parish - priest
.tewards the . erectlen of an altar
in: the ehurch as_ ai.memorial to
his" great, frlend the le.te Speneer
Lyons o
“The lrnpe.'sse creeted by
r1cke refusal to
All-Treland Senior Hurling Final
at eny other * venue except Cork |

lee-f

-All three. gamee were played at the.}
On. the first occa- i

‘got. tremendous | 8T

victery, _2—2 to 1-3..
Was- leng -and. . h_igh but the:

play . the 1911 {C

- = - ' T . -

rI!!he Cerkmen g&ve a.s geed as
they get.‘ “Pulen”  and. Diing gour-.
ney’s Jim. Ronayne - (“the tall.
sweeping.- menace’) had the spec- |
tators -on-. tip: ‘toe with their re-
peated flashing "fireworks -around
midfield. At ha}f time = the scores
were Tevel ‘gt 1-2° each.

- SECOND. HALF,
‘The. second. half, in. speed . and
-deaperate - hurhng, excelled the
first. " Hor. Limerick, -Barney .Con-:
nors, Vaughan and J“aek Carroll
were ~in. - their element. Closer
ew’ the taekllng and swifter.
sailed: - the. ball 'Then- leermk
pointed: That- seore inspired them

and ;the mmutes kept - ticking
laway they. surged .around.
Connie Sheehan, .one -of the fin-
 lestfull --backs < of. all. time, the
Ipeerless “Jim: Kelleher, and the
{mighty Andy ¥itzgerald in goal

“The ' Shannonsiders kept up a
terrﬂ:ﬂe ‘barrage, and on the point
of  time “Pyler”. shot from mid-
field a shoulder: high- ball at Andy
Fxtzgerald ple,ymg the game of hIS
career,

- Angdy m,ei: 11. Wlth e. fierce sweep
and shot to the wing, where Mick
Byrne : -collected almost  on the
teuchhne With time fast ticking
lawgy :the Sarsfields man, with a
m“esters wrist work, crossed the
thall ‘to Paddy Mfahony, unmarked
on the other wing, The latter; with
‘erisp, eccurate drive, sent to Dan
Ken:neﬁc}: of St, 'Ma;ry s, who met
‘thie- ball in 1ts flight end - directed
goelwerds M '-jer” Kennedy con-
necting. e,lmeet on the . square, to
put: behjnd. Jacky Riyan for the
eeneatmnal g'oal that gave Cork
“The puck out
final
whistle eeunded before 11: teuched
the.greund. ..

GGRK VHNT WILD W’IT'H JOY

- The joy. of the Cork’ supporters
we,.e described. in-. the ‘newspaper

reperts ofithe fellewamg dey:' “When
Cork  secured- the winning goal,
men seemed. to he.ve taken leave of
theipr senses, ‘hats, : coats and . um-
the elr

bnllas. Were threwn mte

Pﬁ-ﬂ'ﬁigie d ‘Iae/e ::’a,eeempheiied "o

~Cork WETE: £0: ﬁ“glire in_another

had ~a: eemque -effgetson;, the Asso-
cie,tiern in Muneter and 1912 was-
well. - advanced befere matterfe

‘,, M Casey, D. ‘Bréen, BallxngarTy
T.wA. Crowley, C. Kiely, -Bal--
& Iylanders 'C.: J. Pureell J, Larkin,

cteee ‘and- exemngl gare - a;  ghort
ﬁiine Jater; . that followed: ‘@lmost
lthe same pe.tte;ﬁ???_’ as- the' Southern

‘Commercials FC J. Mc xann, .. M.
O'Donoghue,.. Mungret HC, J.
‘Dunne, M, Dillane Glin, B.C.p P
Bray, J.- Le,ne Man;leter e

Heffernan, J. A Collins," Newcaetle*
West F.C.; J. Sheahen W. Sheshan,
Rathkeale  H. C.; I Manley, Kil-:
leedy H.C.: P. Lynch P, Moloney,
Dremce]legher H.C.; M Purtill, M,
Bourke Croagh HC,, M, Clifferd

T, ’I‘reaey, ‘Grange (Fedamore)
H.C.; T. ‘Mangan, M, Carroll, Croom.

H.C.,:"J: MeMahen M, Merrissey,

~ Adare: H.C.: N. O’Cenner St. Pat-
rick’s H.C.; and- T, Foley, Ba.lly- _
brown. = - _

IN’.PERESTING EVENT :
An interesting. event occurred a
few: weeks later when the medals
won. by Commercials B.C., in the
first - All-Ireland final—that for 1887,
were presented almost a quarter 01'
2 century  after they - were won.
This was a gala occasion in the
..._hlsteéy of the Commercials, and-
the Chairman, Mr. E. J, Long
called. the golden days. of that
- famied -club: and: dealt-in lqwing&
terms with the careers of the great
. men that figured with such. distine-
' tion~in "the” early, G.A.A. days.
The Rathkeale hurlers - qualified

T |

[|whipped,
|games and. eet

were strai gjhtenecl eut

“The  Southern- Champienehlps
were late: in ceneequence Never-}
|theléss, when they- eventually got

tered
temed zeet and secured. &
Wm over We,terferd in - the epen-
ing round, 4-5 to 1-0.

‘The Shannenmdevs
nominated  to

were then
represent Munstel

and won, 11—4 tei 2-0,
STUBBORN.UY CONTESTEI)

'I‘hey travelled qte'Wa,terferd the
fellemng Sun,day, where - a  greaf'

were. a. Munster
time) saw them face Cork in the:
Southern fsenu-—ﬂqal a

and most . stubbornly

ster crown.
~Limerick, led by’ “'I'yler""
kev, had -a ‘glorious side. - 'They!
slaehed and .pulled em
tha‘f L game

-,

everything .

'_t;er the 1911 Intermedia.te Hurling

L 3

frem the beg‘mmng

—!"",...

- L
=t

under: ways -the Limerick lads en-|x:
the. fray with their accus- i
giood, |

against TUlster (A.ntmm) in the
All-Ireland Seml-ﬁnal at J enes g
Road, Dublin,  on -August 25th -

crowd (the gate receipts at £26§);
record at the;

meetingi|
that preved ‘one . of the toughest!|
contested-}
games. éver. hurled for the Mu'ﬂr ;{'

Me.e-—

eem:t—ﬂnel putonthis oceasion: no.
g8t mﬂinute Seore. icames to:their
Pesiie; e.nd Kﬂlcenny Nwone mags
m‘ﬁeent v1eﬁery' &Hd a; hm'd earned

I;Irelaha erewn‘ el

s
= . e '1'3'.'-.".-""“"-"-&--' L
. I L — l'l-l-q--——.-. et e '..;.-‘.'.-..Ix . -

- 'q'. Safar
R L Ty PP |
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I;ghtnmg pe.eer:f



- was the first meeting
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(CONTINUED)

By SEAMUS OCEALLAIGH

N event that gave Bill Sheahan
 Iridch pleasure was the presen-

rick to John (*Ty ler”) . Magckey, in
January, 1913, in “recognition of
his services on. the Gaelic fleld.”
Bill was always a. great admirer
of the Castleconnell ‘man and he
often ' recalled . the ‘noble - part
“Tyler” " played in
~hurlihg wmen of Limerick and
pinnacie of -hurling fame. His. only
‘regret was that this great hurler
was denied the ambition of all
G.A.A. men-—an All-Treland medal,

an honour which also eluded sornel
- other noted LIIIIBI‘ICR C a m an!
wrelders | . : -

At the annual Limerick County
_Convehtlon held a short-time later
the famous county. colours. of
green and white were adopted and -
have been used eVver since. Th’IS
same season the number of players
on a team was reduced to thel!
present figure of fifteen. Seven—l
teen was the number for some-,
years prewously, but it will be]
remembered = that teams werel
" twenty-one aside in the very early
days, and it was a twenty-one man
select1on that won for Limerick its
first All-Ireland Semor Football
crown L

- NOTABLE TRI‘UMPH -

L1merlek hurling gained a not-—
able triumph when the county won
the very: valuable and ornate Tho-
- mond Feis Shield ‘in the fu;ht year
of the competition for this historic
' trophy, ‘which -maugurated -the
Thomond  Tournament. -

Limerick bedt. Clare, 5-2 to 2-2
in the opening - round and ten
thousand people, who paid £245 in
gate receipts (a4 great gathering
for those ‘days), saw the Shannon-
siders - oust T1pperary, 4-0 to 3-1, in
a great final played at the Mar-
kets Field on May 18th, 1913. This
was a terrific tussle, fought at a
fast pace all the hour and with
the "issue in doubt rlght up to the
final whistlae- -

The L;merlek players on that
notable occasion were : P, Herbert,
capt.: J. Ryan, goal; P. Vaughan
J. Keane M. Doherty, M. XKeane
(Castlecennell) - BE. Treacy, X.
Clancy, M. I—Iarrmgton, T. Hayes,
M. Hayes, S. Gleeson (Fedamore),
M. Feely J. "Shea, T. Mangan
(Croom), Flaherty (Rathkeale)
T, I-Iayes (Young Ireland) !

- Limerick "had: another ‘great
hurling triumph sho‘rtly afterwards
when  they won out the keenly-
contested tournament organised in-
aid: Cef the Father Matthew Hell
in Cork. .

“ “GAR]]INAL’S MZEDALS.

Thxs hard—-won sueoess is best
remembered as the fight for the
“Cardinal’'s medals,” and old-timers
regard it as one of the sweetest
wins that  ever came the way of
| leeriok hurling. ‘The reason for
that is probably the fact that it
of the old
rivals, . Limerick and Kilkenny,
followmg ‘the abortive 1911 All-
Ireland final, and it resulted in a
well-earned vietory over the Nore-
- sn:lers, who were without . any
doubt Ireland’s .greatest hurhng
combination - at the period and a
- side that won seven All-Ireland
- titles .in. the years from 1904 to
. 1913-q performance that no other
county ever succeeded in- squalling
- and: which may never be sur—

passed; »

- The' tltle “C‘ardmal’
too, grlpped the
Gaelic: ..followers,
maghificent set of gold medals pre-
- sented . b

Agliardi, - ingeribed - in Latin and
~ bearing his personal coat of arma

THBMPA!CKED FINAL
The final was a thrill-packed one:

| most representative men

Medals,"

*that attraoted a great crowd to

tat‘lon made by the Gaels of Lime-
foyght all the way, with the hurling
of a very high standard. Limerick

) Shannonside players
"ICBSS. were .
- O’Shea,
brmgmg the eounty to the highest-

rallyin g the

] (Castleoonnell)

‘tion.
famed
.Club, which included some of the,

*g.reat, organisation ‘at the time of
control of the storied Celtic Park,
gatherings,
| athietes who graced the American

‘lock),
' J. Foley, R. Hynes, T. McCarthy
(Commercials), P. Feely, W. Grlee-_"_
T. O'Sullivan|
“(Manister), J.. Moloney (Bruff) J |
| Hickey (Croom)

‘tJones’s Road wh1ch is. now Cr'oke

for Gaelic

. chorus.
‘mismanaged in - those’ years and |

1magination of !
-These were a]|._

by His' Eminence Cardinal|

.Ground” by 1ts original owner, Mr,
4 Maurice Butterly.

'Jl

the Joneas Road venue, end the
got-full value in a- game . that was
exceptionally fast and closely-

won, 92 fo 44, in a tearaway'

ﬁprsh that roused the crowd to g

pitch of excitement.-
in-. this suc-:
S

a high

Mick. Feely, capt.;
T. Mangan (Croom);
John (“Tyler”) Mac—
Vaughan J, - Garroll
Ned Treaoy,_ S,
Gleeson, .- Clanoy, ‘M. Harring--
ton, T. Hayes (Fedamore), Tom ¢
I—Iayes (Young Ireland),. = "Hlg-
herty (Rathkeale) J' O’Donnell“
(Bruff) .

B111 Sheahan had a happy re-union
. at this game when he met an old
frrend and hurling opponent of the
early G.A.A. days—P. J. Conway -
of Kllﬁnny, who was in Ireland

Ryan, goal;
key, . P.

on a visit from New York, to .

where he. had ermgrated ‘some

years earlier, n

ATTAINED GREAT
PROMINENCE IN US.A. |
Mr. Conway attained great pro-
minence in - the land of his adop~
One' of the Iopnders of -the|
Irish - American Athletle;

in - New
York, he was President of that
his wvisit. The club. was then in
the .scene of some great Gaeho;
that witnessed  the]
triumph - of not a few Limerick

athletic stage at the. time. Old-}
timers in New York, unfortunately'
getting fewer and fewer with the
passing years, speak reverently

and in nostalgzc tones of the great |

men and - stirring events that
graced old Celtic Park in the days
of its glory. With its passing, the

thing that was never adequately
replaeed

JU NIOR HURLING

The: Junior Hurhng
ship was still in its infancy in
1913 when Limerick were unlucky
to be defeated by the All-Ireland:
title-holders, Cork, 1-3 ‘to 1-1, after
an exciting tussle at ’I‘ipperary'
The lads from the Shannon were :
D. Dwyer, capt. (Ballybricken),; .J.
Cleary, J. Savage, D, MoCarthy J.
Moloney, M. .Fitzgerald (Xilmal-
E. Carroll (Castleconnell),

son (Fedamore)

Towards the end of 1913 an

| event that created much interest |

in Limerick was the purchase by
the  G.A.A. iof the Sportsﬂeld at

Park.

ORI]GINALLY A MRKET
GARDEN. .

Or_iginally market garden and
orchard, 'in the days - when  Clon-
turk Park was the principal venue
inter-county contests,
many old Gaels maintain that it

i——

| was one of the greatest blunders

of the Association that this nat-

ural arena, superlor to the Jones’s

Road expanse in every respect,
was lost. It could have been pur-
chased for the proverbial song and
equipped for <the - price of the
Gaehe ‘affairs were badly'

Clonturk passed out of reaeh

The old market garoen lying
between the Canal and Clonliffe
Road, was converted  into .the
“City .and Suburban - Sports

The low-lying ;

land had been raised to road-level
by the dumping of rubbigh, the]
heterogeneous character. of which

The

=~ Amateur. sports meetings,
-sional foot contests and pony rac-
“ing all figured ‘in the course of its

i'ments took

. two chief executive positions

| under G.AA.

American Gaelic scene. lost some-|ground. The building of the Loop

‘railway
_l_:tailment of the original ares.

Champlon- |

{-it would: almost- certainly have fol-

'-£3 ,641-8-5,

| would be a8’ tribute long overdue

1

'was long apparent at the surfaee,
For quite a time the centre of the
half-mile cent_re remamed a gap-

“ing eyesore
- It was prOJeeted as an all-sports

. enclosure,

but  there was not a
reat variety .of pastimes pur-
sued in Dublin then. Trotting was
popular at the time and many
famous races with high -steppers

and - sulkies. - took place there.
profes-

or1g1nal control. All descriptions

of-football were seen on its play-

itch, 'all sorts of entertain-
place in its pavilion.
The first -All-Ireland  finals de-
mded there -were on March 15th,
1896,  when- Tipperary beat Kil-
kenny in - hurling and - Meath in
football,- to record one of the few
“doubles” in - the- h1story of' the
ohamplonsmps -

FRANK B. I)JIN NEEN |

It had fallen into d_1srepa1r when
- Frank  B. Dinneen, of DBally-
landers, the only man to hold the
in
the G.A.A—President and - Secre-|
tary—bought it in-1908. He effec-.
ted improvements and’ catered:
specially for  Gaelic' games and
athletics and cycling — then also
control. =
Many famed. games were: played

ing p

there durlng the period of Din-
neen’s ownership, including the
{first Croke Cup. contests and

games for the Leinster Cups and
Railway Shields.

Prior to disposing of the pro-
perty to the G.A.A., Mr. Dinneen
had leased a large quadrangle in
the south-east corner to Belvedere
College as a playing field for its’
students.” This was a most unfor-
tunate - transaction, but the Asso-
ciation had to accept the situation,
which has determined the limit of
operatlons on the far side of the

line - also entailed g cur-

- SOLD TO. G.A.A |

Frank Dmneen however saved
the  field - from eomplete des ruc-
tion; for but -for ‘his intervention

-lowed ‘Clonturk into ‘the discard.
He sold it to . the G‘rAA :for

- The" Ballylanders man played no
small ‘part in . giving Croke ‘Park
to the G.AA. --—a fact Bill Sheahan
often:stressed.. It was a -vital .parti
-which = should “not be forgotten—
and -deserves  recognition in the
new Croke. Park. The ‘dedication

.0of the corner stand to his INEmory.

P&“\,’L 7 {
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I-Iun]mg rlve,lry between Cerk
Land Ilatmemck reached
at Th‘arles on-July ‘18th;- 1915, in a
he.rcf, ‘fierce- struggle :ter the Mun—
ster:: sneml—ﬁne.l S

was mdill"ged

i epezilym—beth b
fere

the game . ail over.the prev-

mcej &nd at” the 'actiial’ ~ernuve it .

self. < This, in Bill Sheahan s Opin-
ion, was mam]y
the unhappy* and: u;nhr.ﬁely endmg
to what
fer its:
number of /disallowed scores. |
~The first half was scoreless,. " de-
menstmtmg the ‘closeness of the
exchahges, - The Corkmen asserted
‘themselves in the Second - perled
and ‘looked likely - Wmners when
‘they put through three scores—
“two of, them major: scores, W1thout
rEply frem their: eppenents .
Thee match’ terminated - abmpt]y

., Seven 'minutes from the end, when

two oppesing players ceme into
handigrlps after which- large num-
-~ bers  of - spectators.  invaded . the
mtch The rest was, eenfusmn an
unfortunate finish up to. a. g'ame

b “thHat - ‘W&b the talk -Of Muneter ferE

Wweeks . previous. Twelve “special
“traing brought a huge concourse of .
"~ spectators- to .the venue, and t'he
gate receipts wete: £330,
REFEREES" RE--,;BT

Tim Ryan, the Cha1rman of the
Tlppere,ry County ‘Bogrd,;was the
referee, and in his report of  the

.game he sald :——'-“I had 1o declare
~the: metc_h_ ff

aye: .
.Bﬂt&torrs rushed Gn

the capts
her, and; the Cork captain was sat-

captain - saad ‘he

-the Timerick -

‘would : eentmue only if. I ‘allowed.
clalmed was scored.:

the godl. they

.« . The' eumldere ‘and. followers of the
- Limerick: ‘team meantime refused

garvan on . August’ 1

- the referee were’ eéch

*‘Were ‘very sore at . this~ turn
of: eve:nts but the subsequent de~|.
- feat of C‘ork in - the ' All-Treland

" hext. ¢ & ehap
f;_.-_"“,he etery ﬂf his 11fe leng aseocm-

- to leave: th«e ﬁeld ﬁnd I declaredi
the match eﬂ”

IIEATEI DISOUSJSION
Bill Shegh

an;. was. one . ef the'

T dimerick delEgsatee} to the Munster
“that - ccmmdered-r.'

Council - meseting’
the ma.tter at’ ':M*e,llew on. July'23rd.

S After ‘& rather’ ’heated and. acrim- |
“onious " discussion: . they. ‘ordered a

re-play which theyl ﬁxed ;t'or ‘Dun-

‘Willie Walsh of. ,,_Jge,terferd as re-
feree. The twa’ pla.”;_;seren
suspended'
for 12 months - A
Cork . appealed te 'the Ce'_ tral‘
Louncil and at'sa meeting of that
dy on August 1st,. got the match

v the odg vote: in nine.  Limerick:

ﬁnal at' the hands of Laeig&hxs was:
- one of ‘the most surprising results |
,-;-.‘;;:.-m the Iong hlstory of the cham—~
-pionshl _
- BIlY Shea.ha.n shortlyi &fterwards:_’
County Board,
and severed:a. cenn'ectien with the
- . Association’ of e.Im___‘__“
T atand e .'g@ij*r:; g .
~efal.” He' etmtinued,, hewfever;
t‘we ecere years more Ong of the

- retired, from - the

player: -or -offi~
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1t.s chmax

reepotemble for.

was 4" del..r ;and deter- .
_mineg . elesh—-—rﬁemarke‘ble ;

J :tef' .gome time I got
"-‘ins of e"_eth tedms: toget—-'

reported by|

it tylrty* years |

“for:
[ean McDermott,,} he had resigned
_charge at Bruree
threu,gh ill "hedlth and gone to re--
lin_at the time of thez_
By greet 0lgs- p*rleet.
maéle his Wey to the G.P.O. to ad- |
mem&ter “eplmtuel censelatmn,”.. as

. games,his*

%ei;_eding' rele inj

plens ’-|‘ Slde 11'1. Dtu&?

e BLI TS a E
! oy DAL Rt 3 B N e R 8 “;-‘c--r 5 ;
h B AR RN 1 U ke : ".1 B
g gy S AT R -5.3'};’-.'1 3
M ' N 4 A 0 JL':'.:.
¥ o A - y-t -y o
BV o gL .: . - = :'!-'

(CONTINUED )

t10n Wlth th GAA o
tsATlimR .uU(xmmb SH:EEHY

Isaddenegd Bill, particularly the |c
ldeath'-c’f the gr"eat Father bheehy-‘fu-
“The Land League Priest” — who-

stormy - early’ years of. the Assocm—

tained the respect and admiration:
of even - those who differed a
trom himvin - the hectic days.

ine,
saw the mud walled cabins ¢ mb-
ling under the blows of the crow-
‘bar brigades, saw his friends and
'neighbours flying' hapless
hungry from, the countryside, many

of them to join the coffin. ships,

which often led them to watery
graves, ‘at  best, a niggardly

|ex1stence 1n eeme strange land

without hope of ever seemg their

native shores age.m

That baclfground te his eaﬂ
years, set a pattern for:a life dedl-
'cated .to the- smasning of the Sys-
tem responsible for . such mlsery
1a:tld suffering.

- THERE LAND WAR _-
The Land War was at its height

_|when Father. Sheehy took up his
~Hirst” curacy - at Kilmallock, and: it

'was very natural that he should
!1mmed1ate1

the movement that was eventually
to smash the deepetlc power of the;
landlords. -

-He quickly incurred the wrath of

1the British authorities, and through |
nd | the instigation of .a notorious . re-
"'?-mevable magistrate named Chft'ord
{Lloyd, a warrant was

issued for

the arrest of the patriotic priest.
At dawn one May morning, the

pmest’s ‘house was surrounded by

police and soldiers, Father Sheehy-
was taken into custody, and re-

meved to the local barracks escor-
ted by an 1mpesm,g array of British
military might; The parishioners
.quckly got to know of the arrest,

d led by Father Downes, P.P.,

| were preeent ‘'when hei left the bar-
{racks

for Naasg Jail. Clifford
Lleyd &fterwards
occasion in his memoirs:
never forget the ecene
‘ceeded up the street.

fell-upon  their kneesg as hé passed

|ang seized his hands and the skirts

blessing before he left them.”

menths along with P‘arnell Davitt,

| Dillon ang .other. “suspects." and on

his” releabe the following Septem-
ber - -great . demonstrations

he attended
with Parnell on; several occasions.

Al great supporter of the “Chief”
in 1890 he '.
however, declared. hlmeelf* opposed ='

when the split came

to Parnell’s leadershi
In ‘the earl

men and strongly upheld the Con-
stitutional party, but in after years
he became aymember of the Irish
Republican -Brotherhood and served
for a time ‘on its Executive. A close
frieng ‘of both: Tom Clarke and

pastoml

":'-!--‘-,-@‘H Trand SHE g

Meanwhlle the passing of many
01(1 Iriends GLTOe carly (aelic days.

-he,d played ' a leading part in the
1last’

tion’s existerice but hag always re--

Br*eadford—«born Father - Shéehy
igréwiup in terrible times. He Wlt-_.
Inessed the horrorg of the Fan

~gssociate himself with

By SEAMUS O’ CEALJ"--?--'_' GH

|

Iy

he sald hzmeelf and he remained
wele el througn LOsSe rerriple puc
1510110t1b Cic.tyb, g Oy left wnen
vae buudlug, was crasmng n ﬁamee
around hnim. . |
‘I'ne: H.ll‘lflly old eegert was preud
of -tne parc he Pirayed. hiaster
Week, and preuuex etlll Lhc:tl: tne .
C{}mmendant to - surrentier'
wes - the man wWno 'as  a ‘boy nad
served his lvuass in ‘Bruree—lamonn

lot ]de Valere—now Bresment or. Ire-

land.
TOOK GREAT INTBRLE:T
| IN G.AA,. . )
Father Sheehy took a gre&t in-

lterest in ‘the G.A.A. from ‘the be-
|ginning,: and was- 8. close friend of

the . Founders. There is a lustorle

‘Iphotograph of ohe of  the earlier
I Executives ‘of the infant Associat-

ion, in which he is included with
leadlng figures of the pioneer days:
—Davin, G‘ueack WySe Power and

McKay. - |
He erg&nleed a braneh of the As-

sociation in Bruree and soon had

|a fine hurling team there. From the

start he was deeply interested in
the organisation of the County

'Champlonshm games in both hur-_
| liyg ang football, and was a famil-

iarf and respeeted figure at most of
the Important games of the early
(zaelic days, always using, his in-
fluence to maintain - order and in-
culcate discipline. - :

Anether olg friend Whom Bl]l

‘described the |
“I shall
as he pro-.
 The people

took:
place all ‘over the ‘country at which |
sharing . the honours

Sheahe,n had: a deep respect for

was Johnny Sweeney.of the Young

Ireland Cltﬂe,,L and with whom Rill
was closely associateq for many.
years on the “County Board. ‘About
‘Johnny,  Bill. had thzs to sgy: “Ire-
land. produced . many fine sons

Iwhose lives-shed lustre on the Gael,
‘Ibut none had a ‘deeper love for the

land that:.begot him than this un-
assuming but warm hearted man.
The date of our first meeting dates
back & goodly stretch, and in all|
the ' years of ' our acquamtance I
know him' to stand for nothing but
manhood and :independence—hon-
est, fearless, ‘manly, generous. and
true. TO h1m “principle was every-

|thing, ‘and having convinced him-

self of ‘the justice of a cause, it
mattereq not how many. enemies’
he made for himself in Workmg to
brmg that cause to a successful
issue, Hard.hitter that he could be
in ‘a’ fight, yet. he . was thoroughly |

incapable of he,rbourm ‘hate or
of his clothes, while begging hm.‘ ap; g |

envy against any man, and I have

~ free frem the tinge
Y IN JATL FOR. FOUR M}ONT‘HS |met few mote °

“The. Bntlsh held “him. for four

of malice, fior there was. nothing
euggeetwe ef meanness " or  the:
little mind in his ‘word oy action.
By his: passing. Gaeldom lost .one
of its brightest spmts and mes:t
unselﬂsh workers SN

R R L R
B T =l
Sy R .

inkdienal,

Pmtr“ /9

GAA days he -
- steutly‘ opposed the Physical Force




-~ Board.:

-,

IIL Sheahan toek muelm ﬁrlde
“in the fact that. West: Llrnerlek:

was the first area t(ﬂu ﬁorm a Div-}

isional Bee,rd——e, .mgtter he . re-
ferred te on several eccasmns,
when,; -as' Fionorary" Pre‘SIdent of -

- the Beard ‘he .. addressed success-
"~ sive conventlens ef the. GAA m
the West."

Bill ' was present e.t the 11111:13.1
eenventmn, ¢alled. tg. bring into
exlstence “the- first” West TLimerick

,}hxs “was, hield on August
24th’;: 1902 -and- the ‘officers elected.
mcluded that great Gael—-Wﬂham
"Hough- of --13/.[’4::.'c1e.g‘ee.1.i who'- became
 first chairman. * He wds father of,
" .the present popula,r ‘Tregsurer .of
the Munster Council.
| I—Ieugh -who captamed the Lime-

rick" tee.m that “won the 1918 All-
Ireland:’ Senler v Hurhng Blue
- Riband.

-John. Celhns ef Newee.stle Weet

was _ first . Western . Treagurer,
whilst the pest .of” Secretary went.
to anether ‘great Gaelic worker of
.the:. peried—bthe “well-known - C“ C
O’Rourke. ‘of Abbeyfea_le el
. SENIGR -‘D‘NS&HPS
“This-. ~immedidately
- about the erganise.tmn of ehem—.
- pionships in both ' senior" hurhng‘
and -football; and great -competi-'
tions they turned out. Played right
through’ the “off” "seasen soine' ter=
rifiec tussles were “the' erder and
much:-interest was -aroused. - " .
The- ﬁnels W‘ere played en eucf-
cessive” Sund‘a‘v‘s ‘March; - 1908,
the  football. ﬁrst ~at Mena,e:eai
where: Abbeyfe‘ale beat - Temple—
gla,ntme 0:7 40 0-5, “after a thrill-
- packed struggle' and the hurlmg
at Ballyagran, - where Menag‘ea
beat Kilfinnv, 1-4 to 0-3.

Boar’d set

The remdrkable success of the ex- |
periment of splaying these. 4:}01’1f'.t.1:>e1:—.l

tions " 1{1gh(t through the win'ter
months ‘was’ often mentiened hy
- Bill - S:heehen,i whe rnemtemed
- Yhat_  the secret 0§ th:e triumph
. wasg’ the fact’ that ! the: teems were.
| kept on :the. g0’ all ‘the time, with
the. result that enthusﬂa,sm ~amA
p’uhhc mterest were : Very merked

‘When it ‘wag-agreed some’ vears
ago’ that the Senior county cham-
. pienships should be decided. on- an
open draw  for the entire- “eountv,
Bill: advocated a return to that old:
gsvstem in . the- West--playing of|
-DWIS;enal Chammenshms durmg
.ethe wmter raonths in the senior

grades.. ’I‘hls arrangement Ye
mmntemed would o have ‘rhe_
dAouble.” v’ejue of, ereserwng “the
Western . eemnetltlom;, then in »

-'verv heslt{_LfY';;- state. and .of “1‘0“‘?"5",' '
training . - gronnd.:

ng A W fée'}r' Om&'
-~ for the semer teems of - tha divi-
sion,” thus preparing ‘them for the
| Ceun'tv i‘“hemmonehin tina,
S‘U H . A PLAN I)OU'BLY

" 4 SARY NOW‘
If sulel;m 8" ~plan was,- in Bﬂl’sf
view. neeeesef,_-,j;_; ‘then; it is donbly
nedessary . now,  when ~Western
. senior; 'eleaf fI;tetei dee‘lmeﬂ to an
'e'lermm.g‘ ex:tem “with. the resnlt:
that teeme‘* frem the :Division
have mnot.. won: . By Ooun’rv

senjor
crown for evef S0 long. It will be
a shoek to manv that Croom . ‘Thave.
not woer: +the hurling. crown since:
1“-)41 Whﬂet N‘erW“eeetle Weet heve

Wllhe !

glory . year In feetball with the.
exception - -6f the: Western Gaels’
collective success in 1953, we have
to return to 1947 for the  last
Abbeyfeele . success, - whilst' Glng
won the last of thelr seven tltles
inn 1934. «

-~ A Western' senior: reeurgenee is
long overdue——and in this aspect
we must, remember that Western
strength is neeessary if we are to
get anywhere in “the: mter—eeunty
arena., Hven if only- for that sel-
fish .reason,. . all . Limerick must
hope ' that" the Western challemge
for county honours: Would grew in
power Cand - effectiveness:

There may:- have been 'bSt&CIES

to. the carrying through, of Bill's
plan when suggested some years
ago, but most of them miust he:ve
dissolved . by now. i -
It has not bee:n ferund pots;sablee
in recent. years :to. play: ' off: the
attractive Egan Cup eompertltmn
during ‘the  busy- summer  Séasomn.
Maybe a .very good solution might
e found by eemmenemg this ser-
{ies-right" away,. ‘and playing it
on elterne’fe Sundays, with a sen-
jor football eemnetmen from th1s
Untll spring.

Meny players ‘must be anxmus
for an - outing during the -dreary
Wwinter months:; the playmg fields
are there in plenty now,. end ‘that
1Speetet::;rzn.-,,,, in ample measure, will
ba found to patronise. Werthwh;ile
fare ‘can’ be judged from the num-

i bers ‘that - trevel into. the:city so

frequently on'’ Sundeys for sport
iunder another code —= presumably
{because G.A.A.  Boards ‘are not
‘giving them the fere to keep them
at home. - |
CLASTS OF DIVISIONAL
 FINALISTS.
Th.e V&rzety of .. compet1twn
the West in the . early. years ef
the Board’s ex1stenee can be ]Ild-

18101‘1"‘1 finalists. 1n both code@ dur-
ing. the period.
1904—Senior I—Iurhng Bellmga,rry,

14.3:  Rathkealle;:0-7. #Senior . Foot-
E%II Abbeyfeale 0-7 Ce,stlemahon

1905~——Sen10-f Hurling: Rathkeale,
3-7: Tournafulla, 2-4. Senior Foot-

ball: Abbeyfeale 0—4 ~ Templeglan-
tme, 0-3. -
1906—Sen10r Hurhng Be.llya-

gren 2:6; Croom, 2-4. Senior Foot-
9611 Fery,nee 0-7; Templeglantine,

1907 — Senior I—Iurlmg - Croom,
5-9: Rathkeale, 1-11; Semcvr‘ Foot-
bell Fovnes, 1-8; Askeart.oln 0-3.
1908 — Senior Hurhng Cmem

3:9: Rathkeale, 3-6. Senior Fehot-
ball Newce,stle West 0—5 G]m,

0-2. .
- For eeme unaccountable reesen

| 'th Board went out of exlstenee

-shertly after this, and itwas elerven
years later—in 1919, befecre a re—-
v:tvel was attempted .

“This period—the dangererus year"s
of the War of Indenendenee_-wee
nrebeblv Gaeldom’s greatest spell
Sincerity was the dominant fea-

for the Gaelic ideal. 0Old veterans

ﬂp— li.,.- 57?
athkeale

t{} ge baek te 1925 for thelr Ia,st‘

red by studymg the ‘lists..of div-|

ture and members of the G.AA. |
stood four square as never before |

like Bill Sheahan’ experienced..a |
new Spll‘lt in: the movement forr]

| e et

e e e v g s

the advancement of Ga_,elie - games,
whilst-the language revival move-
ment alser had a great ﬁlhp

GIV'IL WAR BRGUGHT .
DISASTEB AND DESPAIR.

The Cwﬂ Wa.r and its after-
meath . brought disaster and des-
pair, following the high hopes of
the - gelden years, and it was the
epmmn "of the old Rathkeale Cap-
tain ~that ' although the G.ALA.
preved the. one .great. binding link
that helped materially to restore
semty and eventual unity, it never
fully” recaptured the sp 1rit that
carried it trlumphantly throrugh
the dlfﬁcult days. |

It may have been the leng*mgs
of an’ old’ warrmr for the long
lost plee.sures of yeuth but Bill
was - ever. mindful: of the glamour
of - the old: days and maintained
that the’ ecircumstancesg prevailing
then, - when playing the games of
the Gael was not by any. means

L4 fe,shleneble” occupation,  was
yet aceempemed by pleasures that

the men of le_;ter' days neiver funy

e:x:pemenced -
Walking many mﬂes to a venue,
stripping’ under a bush by the
‘|side of a ditch, plaving on an un-
even field meybe only mown that
mermng, hed its own eempensa
tion, “and -left memories that'
cowdd - never be erased.
Bill teek ¥ greet interest
G.AA. e,ffalr’s ~adl thr*eugh his
leng I1fe
passing:. of the frlends of boyheed.
years,. ‘snd the one great pleasure
of “his declmmg' years was his as-
sociation  with thé young - Ga,euls;.i
‘rhreugh the: honour ‘conferred . on
him when the West Limerick

I—Ienorary P‘remdent of the Beerd

AN HONOUR HIE BEE‘PLY
o APPRECIATED

’1

ciated, and he was never more.
happy ‘and. preud then when Tre-
eewmg the teams an_d etertmg_j
some - of  the ‘more lmpertant
games of ther Western: year.. .

With the G.A.A. from ‘the:. cem--
mencement. ~of .that. great ergams-f.

in

He felt 'keenly ‘the

Roard created him - the ﬁrst Life:

Th1e honeur he deeply eppref-_-

ation, he lwed ‘to see it grow .to
the pefwerful force we.
day. -From:. ‘the:
the teeneger “of the firgt .great
Rethkeale team ~— he’
along .with - the - G.AA.
could - claim:. to . be- the Jast
maining  link with - the
days, and “Father"” ef the As§0~‘
ciation in Limerick. -

His | 11fet1me co-vered a span al-
most - anique in ~Gaelic . history,
and it has’ been: a pleasure to re-

untll he.
rew

know to-|
yeuthful p]ayer-——-"_
e,dveneed |

st:trmn g

capture. 'some -of the. hlghhghts in

have
VO ve R recrltal of e,lmest ‘thie : en--
tire history. - of the' GAA
L1mer1ck—-of whmh he wes Jever

distinguished and etauneh
ipllla,r _ SN

JQM oZU

9

the 1mperfect Btudy .of .his careep_._
I ha.ve “put: ‘before my . readers, To"
gone more dee[ply, would in,-_:

AY My B v ol prd ey el v by b ) el o 1 U
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