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No. 96-VERY REV. EUGENE SHEEHY,

 (By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH)

=

- GREAT Irish. patriot and & gheehy, who was elected ds the upon their kneeg alolig the street,
. Stormy ‘petrel of the early Limerick representative on the 'seizing his nands and clothes and
G.A.A, days.was Very Rev. Hugene Central Council: Immedidtely after- .seeking his blessing., M he
Sheehy, PP, of Bruree, who wag. wards the 1887 All-Treland Cham- ~ Imprisoned in. Kilmainham he
often réferred to as “The Land pionshipg were proceeded with. No hid - dg companions . great patriots .
League Priest.” ‘|“Limerick teard ~took part in the like - Parnell  Davitt and Dillon,
Associated with the G.A.A. from! hurling championship, The county “and spent “feur - months there,
ity earliest:days and g great friend! suffered from ‘the -luxtry of two Dbeing even refused perniission to
of the founders, particularly Mich-! Boards owing to the;split at the 8av Masg during most of the term.
~ael Cusack; Maurice -Davin, John; County Ccnveition,” whi¢h™ Father ©Yn fiis relegse he was greeted at.
Wyse Dower and Jolin M¢Ray, dll; Sheehy declared was. . packed meelings held in many parts of
of ~whom’ attended thé ihaugural, Castleconnell was selected by the rlireand to celebraté the event.
meeting;. he  really came into the:. Execlitive to represent the county, - LIVELY DEBATE IN BRITISH
limelight folloWing -the 1887 All-| buf Miiffoe, .which wag affiiiated to  ~ = PARLIAMENT. L
Ireland Congresq which was un-| Father -Sheehy’s Board, disputed = Hig arrestiled to a lively debate
doubtedly -the mwiost memorablé oné| their right and turned Up on the in the British " Parliament during-
in its long history eand wads marked) day of the fixture. Castleconnell theé course of which all the Irisn
by incidents of unparaileled. &x:| failed to putf ih an appeafance and nationalist’ membery had to be sus-
citement. . .. - | Pullaroan did-not play Murroe, By bended, so high did feelings run. He |
‘The late ThHomas I O'Sullivan| contrast. Limerick’s participation came out of prison unchanged and '
in his “Story of the G.A.A," Wrik-l jn the football championship was unchaugeable, and at varioug gath-
ing of the convention said: “There! comipletely - successful, and they €rings ne launched fiery attacks on
were many circumstances which' prgught to . the county the -first the British Governnient, the land- !
Invested the proceedings with Un- Gaelic football championship &vér l0rds and their methods. At a mons-
usual = interest. ~In  the first gJecided under Gaelic rules, ~ ~ ter demonstration in Cork, attended
place the Executive had . arouged “At a Central Council ieeting by one of the largest crowds ever
@ 8ood -deal of hostility owing to peld in Dublin on April 25th, the tO throng that city, he .preached
. It vigorOus &ctiod in suspending = ., e e defiance and sedition. ursing his
Clibs and individuals who snad Fe. - l-ques—twn_qf the Limeri¢k split was hearerg to 1 82 .eVery meang at their
fused to obey its rulings. ~Many. | uURder discussion, and it was re- diSposal to put an end to the
beople deplored the withdfiwal of | bPorted. that two County Boards condition of affdairs fhen prevail
‘dency, dnd blamed the Executive | Which organised County Cham- then; but Father Sheehy mnever
for his retifement, MThe expulsion | pionships' in Hurling and football.. Worried on.that -score, and Hhis
of the Royal Irish Constabulary, -
‘though that body was then vVery un-
popular with masseg of people. was

It was decided to get the win- CoUrage was never in question.
ners  under  (#ch ‘body to play  Iles toufed Ameriea twice -— in
w. _ ‘off ‘for ‘the County finals and to 1881 in: order.to .colleet funds for
regarded by some weaklings as in- | summon another convention with the. Land Léigie;  when he .was
troducing the political element into ' & View to bringing the division to 2¢compahnied by Mr.  Tim Healy.
what was claimed to be a purely a close. -~ .  afterwards to become first Governor
athletic orgnisation: and the ‘non- CHAMPIONS OF BOTH General of thie Irish: Free State:
politicians’ — those who were tov  ° B&gRD* MEET;, and again in later years to seek
~Mmeanly shoneen to identify them- = In accordance with this decisioh finncial aid for the building of «
Selves  with  a  purely national the champions of both boards. D€W church in Bruree, .
oponpent, and  too - cowardly to et at Croom before a huge A Close friend of Parnell. it is.
~ openly oppose it—did all in their crOWd on Mdy 15th. The fiela Said~on Very good authority that it
power to brigg - about . the over- . sirangenieiits were perfect, and W& Father ~Sheehy coined & ilie
throw of the. Execiiive. | thé record throng of people mairi- famous phrase : “No man had . a.
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TIMOROUS PREOPLE WERE S e gl g ol '] o - Tight to set bounds to the onward
P N, Fitzgerald, Gork, who made ' fhus butting the ol d'B aF d' .r tl‘ié’ adorng the néational tribute to his
‘Do secrey of their desire to wipe | 1% PAtlng the old Board in memory. The great priest figured
‘out ‘the British riame and nation’ &scr:i?g,*-a}‘l reidl convention twas helg - AR . the _big Galway campaig:
in this country, were identified with | +45° SPe2&l N R0 WES A against the election of Captair
(g amociation gave the organ- | g8 June Mth, Mr R, J, Erewel  Othea,  but  afterwards sided
many timorous- people Uheasy.  and Dt de By Chiirries o 1ea “Split.” S o
aroused the . hostility of & large | ) _y-t.; 8]:(:3181} errna%‘ ' YD. It is interesting -to note that
ﬂlﬁmb‘?‘f‘ﬁf clergyniien. Many teams |V rth and when fha re It wag . another great Irish leader, Eamoth
-Dad also grievances, real or ima- | WOr _'f.-&% : gfﬁl RS %Sh_resﬁlf Vo3 de Valera, was an - altar boy in -
_g'lrtla__ry., 1n regard to the county and | aailf.aunee-_~ ; ait --egt-h. t%e__y. -and | piirag dtiring . Father Sheehy's
anmena by Soutests, #nd Were' | other PUett "the. conaention. URC ministry therée and often served his
gnxious to get even with the Ex- | por N JoLk. A 3 001%311 om st Mass: A brother of the late Davhl
: ”Izema be  stated that thefe Epmp &flnt-hrega-r,&ngt- he consti 151-  Sheehy, M.P,, he was uncle of both !
Nevar o 'Ya- € stated .that Lbleé'e' Lion q*ti € _,Cgﬁ- in”'m%lh Waés stu 1 Mrs. Tom Kettle ang Mrs, Sheehy
Bgainst - whom © was  ariayes | Oounal pyige tothe central - sefngton, and old timers in' -
ko many  influences” and. on | KiIechy, tut b et ealony, | Bruree recall the Visits paid_by
the othet Hand St st g dmie | Killeedy, but no action was taken: ijege Iadies, particularly in connec-
ted that 1o governing bode eoae | .orpne two Limierick Boards were' tion with some of the fine concerts
Yod hopiaal, BOVEIning body ever | again represefited at. the next ! Father Sheshy ‘oFganised there. .
had behind i more loyal dnd en: | annual Congress of the Associa- | P IFELONG MEMBER: OF THE
thusiastic supporters, The stfong |tion in Thurles, but Father & —irrte I.RB. . -
y&t{mi"ﬁ‘sﬁt-“'.Yl'?".Wﬁ o, the Ikeeus | Sheeliy and about thirty delegates . A lifelong member 0f the irish

rachine Fioovigorous action ©in | jeft early In the proceedings and  Republican Brotherhood and serv-
fﬁ?fif“?frncflil Sﬂa Drd-l-m’.tf?m; 2 Iéd held ‘& rival meéting at. which a ing for .a time on its Kxecutive,!
cious, efforts ‘to maintatn diseip. | [eSolution was carried calling for | he was on intimate terms with

ihe  appeiled. 4o  thoncanis obe [ the  abolition of the Central ' some . 6f the erest. Irish-American |
line, &ppealed to ~thousdands -of - 51 et i e A T LR € SOIIE oL e great. - aine i St
Gaels in all parts of the country, | Council ‘owing to the expense of | leaders, including Jobn Devoy and:
“and accounted for thHe fdct . that | ilﬁafméﬁglfg t.?&m?‘ftﬁg. ork of = Patrick Ford.* When Hhis haalth-
they were - able to withstand the | 06 SxA-8. 10 Dbe. carried ofl, In - hegan to fail, following-a rather
attacles. of  the most powerful | 2°¢ordalice with - the existifig , serious accident, he was forced to’
criticy @nd ' the most insidicus |14l Dby the .various County | resign his charge &t Bruree and go,
foes. Looking back hotw calmly om __BO&,I'CIS; o T o live i-n,;pybl;;p.-_ Heére hg:. fO'rm,ﬁd]
«the work of the Executive, it must | 4 8reat. favourite deéspite his) a great friéndship with Tom Clarke!
be admitted that the members of [INaNY clashes in fleld and - forum,| and Sean McDermott and one of,
the governing body meade some D¢ nNevertheless, did great work: the last memories we nave of the
mistakes, but they were tie mis- [fOF ‘Gaelic games, and oOne of his gredt old patriotie Limerick priest
takes of 'strong men with strong |Staunchest opponents later paid a | i3 of him, -at ‘the age of seventy-,
views, detetmined to miake the |Bre&t triblte to his worth and said five, taking his place behind the,
- Association what it is to-day — |that though at times he may have| barricades of the G.P:0. during <he
fot only a powerful athletic body, appeared a. little headstrong and, gloricus Haster Week of 1916 “ o,
~but a great national organisation.”. hasty theré wds o doubting. his' ggtninistér spiritital 'consolation,
OVER 800 CLUBS WERE -~ - | remarkable sincerity. And when g9 he said, “to the goldiers of the!
- REPRESENTED, - = |the stormy years passed and ‘the! TIyish Republic.”  Through thdse.
_So-latge iwas the number of |Z:Sfociation set down to more tragpf] ‘terrible -but. gloricus days he re-|
mablegateomdiabionding bt -SohNisne Lqu-f-,l-‘ times Father, Sheehy was. orie mained “inh.the buildng and only
tion that special -trains Wwere run Of INOSE Who ‘worked, lotig” and en= left it when the place was & blazing
from - mahy districts to suit tneir CtoUSiastically - to - éstablish  native infernc and the. order to evacuate
- convenlence. Over 800 -clubs were Pastimes in the proud place théy| nad been given. =~ =~ .
represented, - each by twg dele- DOW occupy. o ... . | He died 4 Ilittie over twelve "-
~gates. The proceedings took place BARLY YIARS AND NATIONAL| months later;  .in - July, - 1917, |
in the Courthiouge, THUFSS, which : 4,.. . - ACTIVITIES. |, and no more noble Hésrted Irish-.!
whs densely packed. The whocle ' DOTH -at Broddford Co. Lime:|| mgn rests in famous Glashevin, |
. place was seething ~with, excite- Tick. ..on -Qgce_*rpbelj_.%th,» - 1%414..’ h§ where his body lies. - -
ment and the meeting was of g _witnessed in his young days much), guii/Q UP A 'REAT HURLING
-'tVf?}f'y lively and interesting charge- "Usery -and suffering—the horrors .. THEAM.
el. After much cargumernt a sec- Of the Faniine, the foul work of the| The ever lesséning number who |
Son, Oh the delegates led by Rey. landlords the evictions the coffin!|ynew him in Bruree recaV the
John Scanlan, ' C.C,” Nenagn, leff Shipsi . death and  destruction| | mgntier -in which. he built' up a
the ioonvention and held a rival jeverywhere. = = farous hufling team that some
meeting, the'object beifig' the for- | A fluent Irish speaker; he pre- sixty years ago broight to the
eion of a new Kxecutive in op- Pared for the ' priesthood et the| pa i “the coveted title “of Senlor |
the (ol to the one dppointed py Irish oq Be in Parls, end Was| miirling Champions of Limerick: |
“The date of tooaering. - - appointed fo Rilmallock for his' s familiar figure. everywhere the
was Nooce Of these stormy events ISt Svacy. His return to Ireland| i.4¢  fromi  the: banks of the
- Nas. gv?rgbei- 9thy 1887, “angl - on il Land __War_,_grt_ Its h%*%“:: Maigie wielded their camans, he |
Compoaber 22nd, the Archbishop of and i vas soon evident that He. .,,5"t6 be seen running up and |
._aas ef, ost ReVDI‘ Croke, held . W%& tglc:mg“tro tl row his fuil wasIht down the touchline shouting words |
with Michag at the Palace, Thirles, A ore A admirer ¢ Parneli he ©Of advice and ehcouragement at.|
Daoin <& tae_l JDavitt and Maurice | atteine g’f‘? ammii‘ier o1 B 9&??‘}@- ' ihe theé players. Full of spirit  and
Steps. to recole object of taking ~HHETd & omeeting calle L) the daring Himself, he had nothing but |
tion. Eventuaily & wevr aliiiScit lend of 181 for the formetih of¢ contenipt for the hurler who was
- Hon. ventually & new All-Treland Nationgh - A or. ‘ti-e,“ ormation OL& jeluctant to contest the game with |
~Oongress  was. called:. for January m%m%%{v iSoclatlon  to  Intensify o irage and. -purpose. His cry,
aoomty Conventions be held in all ;W% OB ather & SCRY. s SUEES- frgm his heart and meant that the
'. grea,s_- prior to'that date to select ‘a8l ng?ﬁgt}rl -E‘-_ltpfﬁﬂ‘ °d by Mich- iaverin question would not wear a.
Tho Limerick Gacls. met on (AKeN fo send Paruell ty o ena8 ‘Bruree. jorsey = again If Father
Devos Limerick ~Gaels. met on . & TiSe funds and svnoniomerica  ghsehy could help it
scember = 80th,. thirty-one clubs p Toooe tunds and sympathy for “i4°a final miemery. It is of an |
being represented, and -when- this A %}féeriéd it of the Tand asiis. OcCcasion when John Gubbing evie-
B Bmone , pIeeleated - Mr. P, yoo8 TIOACRt of the Land agita- g o  number of tenants in
O'Brien ( Twenty ) ‘Chairman by Fither Shaeh: tfu]rI{}l mgllf?@ “  Garrooge. Pathér Sheedy failed o)
71 votes to Y ‘for Mr. Robert .Coll, minence by Wis for yopainec Pro-- prevent it biit. hé organised his
% oumber of-delegates, led by Very ang  domimant rcibie Speeches people against .the landlord and
Rev. Bugene Sheehy, P.P. left the “soon" rajsed ‘th irpersfoxgﬁ " %tHe sogt_had & very effective boycotty
Jieeting and held & scond conven- occﬁpat%ﬂn authoritie nd Itl"lgzh going: And all the police and. mili-
tion, at which they also selected gpe . May -;ﬁ'{)r-rin- 1°8 aIJl_331ear‘i¥ tary they could gather were of
delegates for the Thurleés Congress. house Wag rdided by an immﬂﬁg l'it%e %1 & fﬁheﬁ ) t'hlB " 1?11?(}1;&%;;}
x :]']E%%KT%D BOARDAL CURY” force of military Jond police, and  ,h4 they, with hurleys, lined the |
_ The Congress was diily held and removed to. the Iocal Chershic B8 ditches and prevented = Gubbins |
Limerick hagd _nihs - gy held ca_,qd oPeat GFoWwd. & '—'e-----ﬁq&! .bﬁer?aﬁks 8 g1xd his friendg fromi hunting over
d nine  delegates " in gFeat ¢¥owd of teéwrspeople léd by the district. -
attendance, .. ‘including Father _their  Parish Priest, Fatner ~ € e
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Downe#, P.P,  gdthéered and. fell
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