. was formed:

By SEAMUS o’CEAL*l!?

o }-RDPATRICK has many claims

 L'Mto a place in Irish history, ana
Cine recalling the name of Pat N.
'I'reacy.
- wian who had the proud. dmrtmcltan
Cof bemg first secretaz

ry of a Gaeglic

footpall. club’ eighteen months  be~
“the [}

honoured-{;%lt a real Gael, and the venue this

., Xore: the actual foundation of
T GAA S and - later s was
~with the {.,a,p‘tamc:ﬂ of the Commer-

_cials- team. thal; ‘won the. ﬁrst A.Il-_'
. Ireland:” senior football erown —@’
Cuksigue ' asanetion  when - we s ore—| Y
- membear that Pat was B non—player-'“' e &

on the occasion.

P N Treacy was. ‘one of _the
~actual ifounders of -the far—famed
_'_..(jommeruals Club. - His' co—workem
~in - the = task of estabhshing this :
-_;grem-wganwatmn in«the City of
. Sarsfield were Dan. H Ryan, who
~could We regarded as the' inspiras
“tion behind the idea and the lead-
ing -light in the ‘early efforts. that’
----r-;.erventumly ied. to ‘the: estabhshment
“of thig virile club long before the:
‘moves o bring the CG.AA. into ex-
istence came .under “public -notice;
-Maurice Fitzgibbon, a greﬂt -ORTS~
man . With tne Sh?nnon Rowmg
Club, a. footballer ang. athlete of .
Iaéte, ~John Mcl\lamar“'* a,nr::ther

- prominent ﬁo‘ure on  Limerick ath—--

1ethic “fields” at the. time, and Tom
Connor,- who - captamed the
- GLAGAL bﬂams fielded " by the; C’om—
mermals |
L Pat N Treacy W&,s
_;:--fhr-- ataff of Messrs: Cannock and
Ltd to which firm Dan,,» H.
',_.Ryan ‘was alse. attached ‘at’ the
time, ~ When first izwnched Com-~
_mermals was ‘what wmight be. called
a prwate ¢lub' in that ¥is members
were. all dra.wn from the ‘big’ drap-:
ery houses. - John MeNzgmara 'was
“the first President, Dan Ryan was .
Chairman sand Orgmls%r-in-Chlef

member cf

Tém - O’C@nnor
the

| ar:la,l work, and’
- was, .as &he‘tady mentmned

captam -

| BIG HEADACEHE
T‘rymg ta find some team to- pl"ay
cagainst was the big headache that.
confronted the commﬁtee of - the
Commercils in- the pioneering deys..
‘They irained ‘earnestly  and. scon
_' attracfed attentmn introducing: . 'a
new game to whatwas then 8. very
strong. rugby ' centre. Eventua,lly

_the Limerick butchers gt}t together By

powerful.

-a team  that. proved:.
Shared with

body of men ‘ang, they

Commercials the . hen’@ur of - play-

ing the: first Ghaelic football match
“of modern’ times in Limerick—also
possibly the first line out.of.a foot- .
ball side .in Munster ‘tinder” what
were later to - be the Gaelic -rules. .

" The venue. for this histéric. “chal—-
lenge”. was ‘the old - Ballmacurrd
Race Course,: kindly gwe&i for the-
occasion by the lalte Mr, Hogan;:
‘who proveg & good - fnend to the
" new A&souatmn and . was . always:
willing o do what he. c@uld 10 heip
the spread :of the games, . -«

- The ryear . of thig - exciting - new
- adventure into the realms. 'of sport,
as it unﬁeubtedly looked. to"
" people-of - Limerick, wag "1883, a;ad
~all we: know.. aboui'- the match>.is
that itoended. in a-win for the Cam-f
~mercials, who -were more- m{pert at
I'the. finer points of the game, & c¢ir-
cumstance-that helped them
Tcame their “heftier opponemnis. It is
& pity that * no- account of this

L

game hags bheen  preserved, for it -
would undou’btedly prove 1nterest—-‘g'
L ‘& Speeial

ing reading ‘now.

Anyway, the matéh appears to
“the - praprlertorsf of -the old" Wateru—
ford ~and:: leemck Rallway

have quickéned interest in the new
code of.-focitball.. Commerclals ‘gon~

tinued as pioneers and their ‘origr g
encoumgted 20 3
Tun for-a Gaellc match, and- Dan

~ inal mentors were
extend the-scope of their activities
and . interest - others ‘in the at»-
3_fract1veness of the gamie,
TEAMi FORMED IN DEEMGK
corNginly through. the
&llty of John MeNamara, ~a  team'’
in . Meelick ' and. the:
giants from-the ‘Shanhon wefle the
next tg pl&y the C’ommercmlu, the
~latter again. proving victorious. A.
great bond: of friendship developed.
between the pair dnd in afteryears
-a number. of the Me’e&ick men eof"
that historic. first outing -=ﬁgured
_'w1th the Cratloe side .that. helped
so muech - to -fit" Commﬁercia_,is ffor
their  All-Ireland ‘essays
‘days of glorioug memory.

into the picture -almod: w1th the
;foundmg of the GAA.came an-

WEe revive. the memory ofa.

Jagainst
|playeq  their third match,

pre-;

!

Pst Treacy shouldered. the. secret-:

mstrumemw

other grea.t s:udre that has msade
thrilling ‘hurling. and” football his~

litory " in. years -that bridge almast

the entire span of the GAA X
refer of course, to St Patrl,ck’s,
“whom the Commercials
Saints”
lined out a splendid side’ .under
Captain' Gough, who_ proved him-
[time was Canal fields," 'Commer-
tory.
KEEN RIVALRY
Rwalry between Cﬂmmﬁrmals
and . St." Patrwk’s ‘got . going that
‘memorable ervemng by the Canal
'and: it had its full ﬂowermg
Jater’ years at. Corkanree. And
1“Samts” afterwards .proved the
value of ' perseverance . when they
iwere the first side  to break the
winhing' sequence of the - mlghty
Commercials, Shppﬂ ng -into - the
county honour& list of 1890 and
1891, %‘a.lmng both from . the -old
glory ds of Commermals with a
peinL on ~each  occasion as" th:e win-

ning margin, the <¢riterion of the|

gre&t decuiers they proved, - -
‘The 'G.AA, was well under way
m 1885 the first. summer following
the foundatlon meeting: in Novem--
ber,. 1885. - and - the: Commercmls
N committeq -decided - the timie was
Opportune to: call 'z meetmg of the
Sports - Ibvmg people cof the city.
The - venue ' was, MceNamara's: "Boot
W’&rehause in AWhlliam - Street, and |/

the membershlp of the . Club. Foot=
ballers ' and "athletes in- pmfusicn
donned the now. familiar* colours;
ang. from that ﬁne gathemng the
foundations ;. . of = later greatness
WEre secumlys laid.’

OmHER T‘EL&MS SPRING UP

‘Dan Ryan’ ‘wag Now. captram and

threw all his energiag inte; putting
Gommermals reail whe . Gaglic.
football - map:: The value of the
“early.. ‘start . tha.t pre—dabeﬂ
WGLALAL cwas now realised and soon
matches - were . in full. swing . with-
the other teams sprmgm;r: up- all
over the c1ty--ithe Limermk But-
chizrs 2and - St
under notlce with pther. stalwart
“twenty-ones” from -St. John's, St.
Mlchaal’s Shamrocks and Ttreaty
Stones..
'the early mﬁnths of ”1886

téams ‘had- sprung up everywhet*e, |

and  Cominercials fixed uj ‘games
all over' the country, meet; ng many.
firie - smes and Wmnmg as
W&nﬁ

Thus. enﬁcourageui they Vaentured
further afield  and. on Good Friday.
-1888, played am)ther preat side  of:
eariy GAA days — the “Tiees” of
Cork: - The - Limerick = lads. . were
agam successful ‘after a stubborni
fight.  For: their next outing they
had a dehgh'tful trip -to. Kllrpsh by
gpecial steamer,’ to- pla,y anﬂ beat
the Jocal. side.... -

“Pat N. T‘rea.ay as secre!tary, had

thie task of arranging and -carry-:
thi ing through the, mamftald activities
e

of the' growing: Club, . ¥n fact the.

‘playing sirength -of the Club ~had |
'-_-Jextended to- such. .
‘thig that  for : their next -engdge-
ment it wag ‘agreed
gides, ‘the opposition #o-be provided
Over-:

pmportlons by |
to ﬁeld two |
Ly Banﬂha and the T‘1pperary “Ros-

annes,’l

FIRBT SPEC‘IAL T“RMN FOR
e GABLIC - MIATOEL,
F@r th1s' ‘trlp it was declded that
train should . be arraﬁged
and Pat opened ne g@tlatinna with

A

arantee: however, was demandea
or this - first. Spemal train: ever

Ryan and Maurice . Fitzgibbon
lmmedlatelv accepted re:-*;ponmbil-
Ity a;ndi,a,:_;._;ed 3&3 'persorra.l gparan-

The excurswn Wab a great . suce-
céss and ‘Commercials won -« a
double vmtory ‘against two fine
teams.  Further successes followed.
in quick succession—the “vidiims”
including the Iamoug DBohercrowe
team,; after a fast game at lee-
rick Junction; khe “Lees” in a re-
turn game at Cork: and Kﬂmac—
duane aAy Kilrush,

"ot content with promotmg foot—
ball, C(mmmercrals also = took 4
ha‘nd in the wothletic revival and
Orgamsed a monster Sports' carni-
val for the Markets Field in ‘mid.

Se 'termbeir 1886
L _#three days,

cialg gmmng a. hard-ea.med vm—-

. "'h,wh hopes of the Commeércials |

thg move meant . a big. addltmn to: Pat

the f

P&trlck*s, glready |

It continued for
‘the: openmg ‘one-being
|devoteg ‘to athletics; "hurlihg and
football holding the stage ‘on - the
second - da,y, dnd the  final - day'l
feaﬂa,ur:tng a number DI ba.nd mnw

tests

~“'This huge evenrt a trlbute to the
-.grea,t orgamsmg ability ~of  the|
Club. “Secretary.. and. hlS willing |

band.: of lmlpers ‘wag . an oud:srtand-
ing 'sucecess- and Further - enhanced
the still growmg reputatmn of the
Commercials. .
E&EPARTURE OF CAPTAIN
The year 1887 dawned and the

wWete raiséd - with” the annournce-! [
ment of the ﬁrst All-Ireland Cham-
pionships in - hurling and football. £h
But jupt as they were preparing to -
en'ter the fray, a.- big blow fell in;
the departure of the captain, D. .|,
Ryan, who left for a pﬂs1t10n 111{5-
the metmpolls Den’s 1oss wag &
'_C'*re:at one, but eyes quickly turtiedi,
to Pat Treacy, and al*though 8 non-|’
player at the- time he was elected]
captain, @ position he flled with '
the .same enterpmse and enthus~|
iasm as. had fea*tured hzs Wt:):rk as.;-
Secretary. :
- When C’ommermals were ﬁxed to.
| meet St. Michael's in the County |
football final: at Croom,” they had|
the hurll,nsgf ﬁna,l between Murroe !
and. South Lmevt;es ‘also -on -the
programme ‘Great mterest centred
‘in the- ﬁxture dhd it was demded £0
larrange .a. special train from the|
City-to Croom The -old G.S.. &EW.R.
.-&uimarltaes refused -at  first, but
persmted ‘and  after great.
pressure and a . guarantee he suc-
ceeded. It was probably the- great-
est day’ ever in’ lacal GALA: history,
for six trains ran ~to’ Craom,' 60 |
‘high did. feeling: Ty émd 0. stroncf |
--had the: G.AZAL g‘mwn "
 FIRST STAGE "ON B@AD TO
,AI._&[&IEELANB HON OURS..
After-a. vxg@rouS \matcrh ot ‘elose,
1 S footbally . the € Z’Ilmﬁrtiala ]

'f;emer?gfed chﬁm@zoh*s thé

on the road-to. Ail-Ireland hﬂnﬂum
They -traversed the remainder of |
1the Jnurnev in stn‘rmg style: peat-|
ing Dowdstown. (Meath) in "Liord

| De French’s Park, 3-2 to 0-2 bsfore

|a great crowd (gate, £210). In the
‘second " round . at Clonturk Park |
(gate - £300) thev dréw with - -Kil-

_kennv (Kﬂm;&e@w) l-m each, but |
in: the - re- pla{y, at Ransha, the
.L:tmaermkmabn were victorious., . Inj
|the semi-final,  played ot Boher-
ore, pear Tipperary, they - beat
lTemplemml’e (T}pm\ra,rv‘s T v

04, and ‘went on tq meet: Dundalk

h‘Y‘

Iremnds in” the AR-Ireland |
final, pla ed - at” Clﬁnaskeagh Dub-
lin, on’ A;przl 291:::1 1888 and Whlch
'thev won, 14 to’ 023, .
" There. wds no Sam Mla.gmre Cup

{ on. that ‘historic’ 6(;1*3..5 'on,: O press
photographers,.. and - 11ftie of the -
glamour: now . assoclated awith - #his’
.great’  event in. II'ISh S orts ‘history
i—the . AJI-Irela,nd ‘senior- ' football |
final, . But to. Limerlck Comimer- |
cials, a,nd their. g&llant cantmn e
{ Pat. N. Treacy, of & rdpatrick
long since ‘gone to ‘his ertprria,! re-
ward—It wasa. ha.ppy culmmatlon |
4o yearg of unstinted end@avnur in
the ca,use of G&ehc paShme"s

-, .

“You ng-,




