| COLII'SE

TI—IE 'spectacular sport

racing captured the 1magma—-
tion of the Limerick = sporting
public in the earl -years of the
athletic revival, e,nd step by step

 with the uprlse of great field and |
- track figures we can trace the -

coming of many fine wheelmen,
who  contributed thel‘r share
towards making cycle-racing @&

valuable and fascinating adjunct

to the many sports meetings of| Trehy made the p

- the time, lending wvariety and
balance to every programme,
One -6f the earliest names asso-
E1ated with cyecling in this coun-
ry
Louis Meldon—who is remembered’
in the history of the sport as the
first man to ride a bicycle across’
the Alps. Thig was -aecomplished.
away back in the ‘“gseventies.”
Meldon ‘was also. one of ‘the
pioneers of cycle racing in  Ire-
land, and competed in the ear-
liest meetings at Lansdowne Road,
out of which emerged the ﬁrst
Irish title-holder, A. C. Rodgers,
whose name is on the records for
1875 — ten "years before the first
G.ALA. champmnshlp meetmg was

held.,

L PIONEER FIGURES., -
There followed . pioneer ﬁgm'ee
like A. H, Pring, W. P. Blood A,
Spring,
T. W. Knox, A. M. T‘oomev H., M-
Wright, J. H. Graig," . Lievis,
and B 8. McKay, to brldge the
years untﬂ Stan MacAdam. . put
Limerick ‘‘on the map” with 2
great twenty-five mile victory - at|
- Portadown on August 21st, 1888, in
the good time of 1hr. 26m. 105'
Three days later, at Ballsbridge,:
- McAdam won the ten miles All-

Ireland title in 31m. 35s. And at
- the Phoenix Park, on September

12th, 1891, he won the fifty - miles |

1.8
His time: 2h. o0m. |2 o for the three Limerick com-

g leerlokmen

Ehamplonshlp
S
- In 1892 P. J. Kenna took up the
winning All- Ireland trail for Sars-
field’s County, his successes inclug-
ing the five miles championship at
Tralee on June 8th (14m. 52 2/5s.)-
and the 25 miles at Ballsbridge on.
June 7Tth, 1898, his time being 1h,
12m. 26s. He “farmed” the ﬁftyf
 miles title, winhitg it three years.
“running over the Phoenix Park
September 3rd, 1892, *“h.
57m.
52s.: Sept 1st., 1894 2h. 33m 39s.

Another well-knoWn rider of the
period was R. T. MeCredy, who
- 'won championships across Channel
- in 1887 and 1890 that were world
events in all but name. Harry Rey-
~nolds was the first Trishman:to win |
a recognised world title, which he.
did at Copenhagen in 1898.

- HOME OF GRASS TRACK

CYCLING.

To return to the performanoes of
our Limerick men. it is well to
point out that Munster was the
‘home of grass track eycling in the
years under consideration, but road
racing was -also popular in Lime-

rick, and many great evenhts were|

“decided over the - Rosbrlen and
Ardnacrusha “ courses.’”

In reca]llng the career of J. J.
Trehy, it is only natural] that the
names of geveral contemporaries.
should come into the picture, and’
in this connection I would like to.
take the opportunity of 1noludmg‘-
these in the scope of this review,
as the opportunlty may hot arise
‘again, in this series; of paving our
respects to them. |
- With this ‘purpose in mind, I
propose -to work throug h an old.
scrapbock and pick: out in ‘detail.
order, the performances  of the
- various city wheelers of the frst
| téeoage from the foundmg of the:
' A

ftn extract. £
of the I.AA.. and B.C. meeting of
June, 1884 six months before the.
G.AA saw light of day:

- “ The two ‘iles" bleycle ha.ndleap'
novices wetit to J. ‘Butler, TLime=
rick, with: .. J. Darcy eeoond and

of cycle .

, Lowry in the rere,

is that of a Dublin solicitor—

‘Michael Trehy, .

| with

start to
‘doubted -

R. Hassard, H. H. Law

28,5 Sept. 2nd, 1893 2h. 41m. |
Sports, held on June 22nd,

‘miile cycle events,
five mile gycling ohampmnshlp

1 1onship
mile cyele (10m. 15s.).

| organiged a great
sports carnival, which commenced

" IJG-WI‘V
| SHONE IN AN

Athletic

w. J. Murphy a olose third.

Thel.
three miles cy¢le brought otit T. J.
Lowry first, J J Trehy second andr_-{_

vl

_ (By SEAMUS 2]

{Cork) third.
ace ‘for the first
Wlth

M. J. O'Mahony

mile, followed ' by O’Mahon

ning ©of the second mile, Lowry
overhauled O'Mahony and, after a
spirited ¢ontest, challenged Trehy,
who -gamely. reSponded leaving
Lowry to the front by twelve yards.
The race of the day was the three
‘mile -<club handlcap between - the

| brothers ‘Jim"’ and ‘ Mick' Trehy

and  Pat Manmx The limit man

[ was first away, and kept lead for

When tackled by
got - Mannix cor-
nered, and J. J. Trehy took the
opportumty of the outside and
faced the straight, passing his
brother in a neck to neck struggile
Mannix, got home by three
It was a great race from
ﬂmsh for it was often
‘Mlok’ trained, who
was the best man.”
TREHY A GOUD FIRST
The report of the same meeting
for 1885 contained the following.—
“¢“The .one  mile bieycle brought

several laps,

yards. -

out J. J. Trehy a good first, andj
.- J. Lowry second. The two mile

bicyele ‘race had & hearty welcome
from a large field of spectators,

with T. Connell, first; T. J. Lowry|

second and M, Trehy, third; and
the big event, 3 mile cycle, gave
T. J. Lowry first place; J. J. Trehy
a close second, and M. Trehy a
ood third, In this event the cheer-

petitors was most enthusiastic.”

Lowry made & clean. sweep' of

the cycle events at the 1836 LAA
and  B,C, meeting, winning the

| one mile cycle (nowoes) in 3 mins.
149 secs.; M. ’I‘rehy bemg third; the

one mile c¢yele open (3m. 24.;)
three mile cycle (9m. 445) and  two
mile cycle (confined) in Tm. 31

2-5th S, S, McAdam filling second

place in the latter three with  H.

McGhie third.

At the County Kerry- Amateur

1886,

T. 8. Lowry was eeoond from
scratel, in the one, twd and three

At the Waterford Bleyclef Club_
Sports the following day, S Mc-
Adam won three “ﬁr"sts” — the
four mile South of Ireland champ-
{(i8m. 30 2/5s.); the one

mile oycle (3m. 48.) and the three

McAdam and Lowry met in &
ohe: mile  cyele event at North
Tipperary G:A.A. Sports on Aug-

ust 9th, 1886, which the former

won,
To complete the season LoWry

won the one and three mile cycle
lLevents at Cork " C.C.
| Auigust -12th, and was second

gelel
In

the same races at Tralee Bicycle
Club Sports .the following day.
The - Limerick G.AA. ahd I CA-
three days

sports

on September 19th, and at which
won the three mile cycle .
being second.
T.H;ER SPHERE'
Trehy ghone in anhother sphere,]
at the third All-Treland G.A.A.
Championship = meeting
held at Tralee on 3lst J wly and lst
August, 1887, winning ~the Irish
jig and hornplpe
dietmotlon he -also

prize—J, J. 'I"rehz‘

secured at

o { Emly Sports a irttle later on. in
By "way of introduction, here 15;_1
from the - Preee report]
corded

the season,

Tdmerick-. c:',rclmﬁ- e&roeeeee AL

June: Sth

thi§ §éar were:
‘ten mile

L.AA. and B,C. sports,

{'oyole S, McAdam three mile cycle,

S, MeAdam: T. J. Lowry second;

twd mile. cycle, T. J. Lowry. Sept .
13th, Limerick G.A.A. sports, three

mile - cycle, J. J. Trehy (from scr.).

We must pa
the _followmg‘ June 13th leermkl

(0. S)—J. J. TREHY
of Limerick Clty ‘

“ At the be in--

P. J. Kenna (8 vds.)

the annual All-Ireland G.A.A. Con-|

were —

machifie—J.
1 4-5th s.

l'{ion it is on record that Blakeney

a pneumatic machinhe in the Mar-
and won the|

‘¥ McAdam,
Gubbins (100 vyds,,
Mile -

won.

fore at the L.A.A. and B.C. meet-
1ing, held on June -10th,

| (200 vyds.)

i five mile scrateh and the two mile

eompemtlon al

events and winneéers were:—

to 1888 to find |
38 on to Club Twelve Mile

-Kenna (47Tm. 10s8.) won; T. G. Wil-

Time 1h. 12m. 23 2/6 s. Twenty
¢competed, including - Zimmerman
(New York), -~EH. O'Callaghan

1 to 46.
OTHER LUﬁCAL SUCOESSES AT

| thls season .included;

" .|five mile eycle (scratch) Barring-
~' J. Kenna . (16m. 4s.)1

] wWon;

CEALLAIGH)

A.A. and B.C. sports one mile ¢ycle,
S. McAdam (scr.); Blakcney Gub-
bins (100 yds.) was second, with an
exact similar return for the two
and three miles. June 17th, Lime-
rick Commercials sports, two mile |
eycle, E. Hartigan (25 yds.), won:
J. Fitzgerald (scr.), second. "Three
mile cycle, M. ’l‘rehy (25 yds)) won;
M. Ryan (70 yds.), seecond. Three
mile cycle (oonﬁned) J. Fltzgere.ld
won, H. Jenkins second.

August 18th, “Freemman’s J ournal”
sports at Bo,llsbrldge, Dublin, S.
McAdam won the half e.nd one mile
cycle events.

The next year we meet: June
12th, L.A.A. and B.C. sports—One
mile c¢ycle, H. S. Laird (140 yds.)
won; H, Hartigan (150 yds.), sec-
ond. "Three mile cycle, B. Gubbins
(240 vyds.), second. 'Two mile con-
fined, B. Gubbins (140 yds.) won;
H. S Laird (280 yds.), second.
September 15th, Limerick G.A.A.
sports—One mile cycle, P. J. Kenna
(25 yds.) won. . Three mile cycle,
won; M. J.

Ryan (135 yds.) second. |

September 21st, Nenagh sports— |
One mile cycle, P. J. Kenna won
from scratch.

LIBIEREOK DELEGATES TO

- G.AA. CUNGRESS,

Mick 'Trehy was elected, with
F. .B. Dinneen -and Pat I-Ieesett
(Ahéne), s Limerick delegates to|

gressg of 1890, which elected another

J. P. Troy, as

Treasurer of the Central Council.
Cycling successes this season

May 15th—TFifteen Mile Cycle

Road Handicap—P. J. Kenna (1h.
3m. 433.) won: A. K. Murphy,
second; D, O'Connell, third,

June 11th—L.A.A. & B.C. Sports.
One Mile Cyele (Novices), high
J. Xenna,. --3m. 49
Phneumatic machine, W.|
Walpole, second, (In this connec-

Gubbins was the first man to ride

kets Field). One Mile Cycle — 3.
MecAdam, second; threée mile cycle,

101'11. 19s,, won; !
mf’GOﬁd
Cycle—S, McAdem
17m. 43s., won, D O’Connell
vds.) . second .
- Septémber Tth, L_lmeriek G.AA.
Sports—O0One Mile Cyele—P, J.
Kenhna (secr.), 3m. 10 4-5th secs,
Two Mile Cycle—P, J.
Kenna (scr.), 6m, 20s., won; D.
QO'Connell (250 vyards), second.
Three Mile Cycle—D. O'Connell
(180 vds), won; P.-J. Kenna (scr.),
second.

P. J. Kenna was ageln to the

"Five
(gor.),
(400

1891, win-
ning the ‘three mile cycle event
from scratch, with W. DB. Smith
second:; and the five
Mile Cycle (1Tm. 14 4-5th s.), algo
from seratch. B. Gubbins won the]
Two Mile Cyecle (confined), - D.
O’Connell being second. . |

Twelve  monthsg later,
was again prominent, wmnmg

Kenna
the

confined events but losing the onej

| Sweenev, second,

{ hope

| victories were secured on the old

i guickly adapted himself
changed conditions
added the fifty miles championship .
to hig long list ¢f honours.

“B.C. for several years and managed |
many famous athletic meetings.

clude this article with an apprecia- |
tion of J. J. Trehy, which he wrote

much in vogue, and to see » num-!
ber of fine cvohets mounted . for &
three mile contest was worthy of
the old Markets Field. The popular |
Jim Trehy faced at the L.A.A. and
B.C. meet of 1887 or thereabotits }
18uch speed stalwarts as Louis Me-
Gee, Tom Lowty,
McGowan from Xerry and Curtm[
from Waterford, and when the pis-
tol of Bruce Murrev had performed
its funeétion it was a sight for the™
gods fo gee the gteel troopers, with

face the crowded and very

powerful man on the ‘wheels.’
B 'fwhen the reserves came out Blake- |

1 hey Gubbins,
and Cromer for the five miles open,
poor old ‘Jim’
mounted to face all opvosition. The !
longer the distance the sfronger I
was the mount, as Trehy did

well as Munster's old sport,

best in 1888
winning everywhere,
| all the Cork meets at which he was

I Trehy:.
rode the olg grass track with him,

| "~y — L . . .

—A, J. Matterson, won; A. Egan

- second. One mile oyole (scratch)

~—W. J. Woodhouse, won; Mece-

August 3rdg, Nenagh Sports ~——
Three mile oyele T. Wilson, third.
August  29th, Nenagh R.IC,
Sports—T. Wilson woh the three
and five mile cycle events.

September 14th, Adare Sports—

‘Three mile cycle — T. G. Wilson

(80 yards), 1llm. 20 3/5s., won- R.
R. Parsons (100 yards),. second,
Five mile cycle, W. B. Smith (100
yards) won,; " T. G. Wilson (130
vards),. second.
Before closing this chapter in.
Limerick cycling history let us:

turn to a news item of 12th Marc¢h, :

1895, recording the death, at the
early age of thirty years, of Stan-!
McAdam. A well-known
cyclist who ' joined the I.A.A. and
B.C. in 1884, he won the ten miles
Irish chq,mplonshlp three years in

succession at Portadown, held the
twenty and twenty-five mile cham-|
{ plonships and the record for the:
former distance for two years,’ and
made a world's record at Water-
| ford on the occasion of the opening

of the Goff Track. All his earlier
solid-tyred bicycele, but on the ap-
pearance of the pnetlmatlo tyre he
to the

and actually

He was |
Hon., Secretary. of the I1.A.A. and |

| AN APPRLCIATUN :
I will let the late P. J. Rea con-

for me some years ago:

“In the middle eighties a bicyele
nicknamed the ‘Penny-farthing,’ or|
the " fifty-two inch machine, was|

Paddy McKenns,

Jim Trehy a virtual scratchman,
ﬁn-—
He wag &

gathering.
and

thusiastic

Stanhope McAdam -

would n~gain be re- |

not
like short runs. Ard these dlq-‘!
tanees weré at almost every meet-|

ing encompassed by one of Ire-r
land’s foremost cyclists of the early
nineties~—J. J. Trehv.
of
“safetv’ — 5, _
machine which certainly wns a_ big
improvement on the ‘crozgk.”
good olg veteran, Pat Mannix, 21so

The ”‘dvp‘hti
introduced the
racing

G.ALA.
low - wheeled

the

The

topped the ‘fifty-two’ for a race ag
“Coley’
J. J. Trehy was at his
and 1889, for he was
He sattended.

O’Connell.

‘Jim’

and yet successful, )
oh‘alt

with many of those

‘serateh,’

have passed from this valley of

tears—mav God be with them all”’

' No. 51—Con Fitzgerald, of GHn.

T
I

mile, to

Ss. Matterson being second.

~Our Feview emis in 1803, thh_
was a particularly aetwe year for|
Limerick cyeling,
- Road racing was a. very popular |
sport. in the city and district" this
‘season, - and soine 1mportant-

April 19th, Commercial Bicycle
Championship

(over the Rosbrién course)—T. G.

son (47m. 10 1/5s.) 'second: H.
Kenneally, third. Also conipeted—
E. Colg, W Walpole and J. Mec-

Iliroy. |

May 3rd, L.A.A. and BC—F1f—
teen Mﬂe Road C ycling Handicap
—H., Kenneally (4m. 25s.) won; T.
J. Wilson, second; R. R. ;;Parsons
third. Also oompeted——B Gubbins,
W. B. Smith, P, J. Kenna, {ﬂ‘ Me-
Mahon, W. Woodhouse, Mul-
gqueen, J. J. Trehy, P. F‘lynn G.
Tro'uSdell,'_C. V. Blundell and J.
Pigott. |

May
mile road oyolmg handicap — W.
Woodhouse (6m. 30s.),, won; J. 5.}
Matterson, second; J. Re.y, third.
Also competed—P J. Kenna, R. R.
Parsons, C. Sheehy, J. A, Ryan.
and J. R. Guest.

June 8th, gt Ballsbridge, Dublin
—P. J. Kenna won the 25 mile

cycling championship of the world.|

July 5th, Limerick AA. and B.C.

 fifty race at  Ardna-

' mlle road

Julv 25th, twenty mile inter-club
cycling contest: at Blackwater
ILLAA. and B.C. (P. J. Kenna, W.
“B. Smith, A. J. Ray, R. R. Parsons,
W. Woodhouse and-J. J. Treh)
beat Waterford B.C. by 32 points

SPORTS MEETINGS. .
Successes at sports meetings

~June 14th, IL.AA. |
Sports - Three mile cyele,  J. J.
Wilson, second; B. wabine third:.

ton Cup—>P.
L H., H. Kenneally, second.

W. B. Smith. R. R. Par-j~—
sons, who was second in the tWO-
'mﬂe won.: the milé novices race,

J.
[ AC‘TIVE YE&R FOR LIB’ILERI'CK

23rd, I.A.A. and B.C. ten!

_(Cork) and A. Watson (London). |

crusha—R. R. Parsons won: W. B.i
| Smith: ‘second: J.. J. Trehy, third.

and B.C. #

Two mile roadster (confined) — P,
J. Kenna, won: R. R. Parsons,

second. One mile oycle (confined)




